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How the sustainability appraisal framework will be
used
Introduction
1.1 Accessibility forms a crucial factor in planning for sustainable development, especially in
the face of the two global challenges of climate change and peaking of world oil and gas supplies.
Economic and community well-being rely on people being able to reach an optimum range of
facilities and services easily and safely by means that mitigate impacts on other people, on the
physical environment and on the use of resources. Thus development should be located and
designed to optimise access, taking into account physical geography and economic activity patterns.
1.2 Over recent decades growing expectations have led to more dispersed residential and
activity patterns linked with substantial changes in travel. Car travel has become dominant,
absorbing increasing amounts of fuels and land space, both of which are finite, and worsening of
noise, townscape, safety and air quality along particular routes.
1.3 National and regional policies now aim to focus personal travel on more sustainable modes
– walking, cycling and public transport – and a reduction in car use. Similarly, policies on freight
aim to reduce levels of movement and make better use of rail and water. Failing to achieve these
aims would weaken the potential sustainability of residential and other development and settlements
structures overall.
Sustainability Appraisal
1.4 The purpose of a Sustainability Appraisal is to appraise the social, environmental and
economic effects of the proposed strategy and policy options of the Core Strategy. This must be
done at the beginning to ensure that Derbyshire Dales District Council and High Peak Borough
Council can make informed decisions that accord with sustainable development.
1.5 Sustainability objectives are used to test and ask questions for each strategy and policy
option considered in the Core Strategy. The Sustainability Appraisal process has a number of set
stages that must be followed, but can be reconsidered when new information is collected.
1.6 The development of the Sustainability Appraisal for the Derbyshire Dales and High Peak
Core Strategy will follow guidance as set out in “Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial
Strategies and Local development Documents (2005)” published by the Department of Communities
and Local Government.
1.7 This topic paper follows Stage A (Pre Production – Evidence Gathering) of the guidance
which is undertaken during the pre-production stage of the joint Core Strategy. It sets out the
context and objectives, established baseline information and decides on the scope for transport
and accessibility.
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Purpose of this document
2.1 This is one of 12 topic papers which can be read in isolation or together with other topic
papers to gain a wider understanding of the issues facing the areas of Derbyshire Dales District
and High Peak Borough outside the Peak District National Park . The 12 topic papers that have
been produced are on:
Climate Change
Landscape Character and Natural Resources
Air, noise and light pollution
Townscape quality, historic and cultural heritage
Transport and accessibility
Water resources and flood-risk
Biodiversity and green infrastructure
Health and well-being
Leisure and recreation
Community safety and neighbourhood quality
Homes for everyone
Employment and economy
2.2 Each topic paper provides a summary of the evidence base required for the Core Strategy’s
Sustainability Appraisal. They establish a baseline position and identify the key issues that need
to be addressed. This has been achieved by undertaking the following stage of the Sustainability
Appraisal process which has included:
Stage A1 Identifying other relevant policies, plans an programmes
Stage A2 Collecting baseline information
Stage A3 Identifying sustainability issues and problems
Stage A4 Developing the sustainability framework
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Stage A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans
and programmes
3.1 This section focusses on the most relevant plans and strategies and draws out their key
messages for the Core Strategy and / or Sustainability Appraisal process. The plans and strategies
identified and used are:

National
PPG13 Transport (Department for Communities and Local Government, 2001)
PPS1 Delivering Sustainable Development (Department for Communities and Local
Government, 2005)
PPS4 Planning for Sustainable Economic Development (Consultation Draft, 2008)
Transport 2010, Meeting the Local Transport Challenge: The Ten Year Plan (Department for
Transport, 2000)
Smarter Choices, Changing the Way We Travel (Department for Transport, 2004)
The Future of Transport: A Network for 2030 – White Paper (Department for Transport,2004)
Towards a Sustainable Transport System, Supporting Economic Growth in a Low Carbon
World (Department for Transport, 2007)
Making the Connections (The Cabinet Office Social Exclusion Unit, 2003)
Putting Passengers First (Department for Transport, 2006)
Our Countryside The Future: A Fair Deal for Rural England (Department for Rural Affairs,
2000)

Regional
East Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (Government Office for East Midlands, 2009)
Regional Transport Strategy (East Midlands Regional Assembly, 2005)
East Midlands Regional Economic Strategy (East Midlands Development Agency, 2006)
Investment for Health: A Public Health Strategy for the East Midlands (East Midlands Regional
Assembly, 2003)
Draft Regional Freight Strategy, Moving Towards More Efficient Freight Services (East Midlands
Regional Assembly, 2005)

Local
Derbyshire Local Transport Plan 2006-2011 (Derbyshire County Council, 2006)
Derbyshire Accessibility Strategy (Derbyshire County Council, 2007)
Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan (Derbyshire County Council)
Greenway Strategy (Derbyshire County Council, 2008)
Derbyshire Bus Strategy (Derbyshire County Council)
Derbyshire Walking Strategy (Derbyshire County Council)
North West Derbyshire Local Accessibility Partnership Rural Accessibility Strategy and Action
Plan (Derbyshire County Council)
Derwent Valley Community Rail Strategy and Action Plan
Derbyshire Dales Cycling Strategy (Derbyshire Dales District Council)
Rural Public Transport Strategy, South Pennine Integrated Transport Strategy
Derbyshire Dales and High Peak Accessibility Study (Derbyshire County Council)
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Stage A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans
and programmes
Key Messages
3.2 The plans and strategies identified above have been reviewed. The table below sets out the
messages and issues contained in these documents that are considered most relevant for the
joint Core Strategy.
Key Messages Issues

Source Document (s)

Transport networks are important to support urban Towards a Sustainable Transport System,
areas and their hinterlands by getting people to work Supporting Economic Growth in a Low
and supporting labour markets.
Carbon World
The efficiency of the transport system matters for PPS4 Planning for Sustainable Economic
economic performance. Delays and unreliability on Development
the transport network have direct costs to people
Towards a Sustainable Transport System,
and businesses.
Supporting Economic Growth in a Low
Carbon World
Derbyshire Local Transport Plan
For people without access to a car, getting around Making the Connections
is sometimes difficult. In more remote rural areas
limited public transport to gain access to services PSS1 Delivering Sustainable Development
and facilities can often leave members of the
Our Countryside The Future: A Fair Deal
community feeling isolated and excluded.
for Rural England
Derbyshire Accessibility Strategy
Improve opportunities for walking and cycling.

PPG13 Transport
PSS1 Delivering Sustainable Communities
Draft East Midlands Regional Plan (East
Midlands Assembly)

Reduce the need to travel, especially by car.

PPG13 Transport
Draft East Midlands Regional Plan (East
Midlands Assembly)

Promoting a step-change increase in the level of
public transport and increasing public transport
accessibility.

PPG13 Transport
PSS1 Delivering Sustainable Communities
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Stage A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans
and programmes
Key Messages Issues

Source Document (s)
Draft East Midlands Regional Plan (East
Midlands Assembly)

Discourage new development where it would be
likely to create unacceptable congestion.

PSS1 Delivering Sustainable Communities
PPG13 Transport

Reducing the amount of parking in new
development will encourage sustainable travel
choices.

The Future of Transport White Paper

Emissions from the transport sector are a significant
and growing contributor (around a quarter in 2004)
to the UK’s overall greenhouse gas emissions.
There is a need to reduce the energy use and
pollution effects of transport.

The UK’s Climate Change Programme
Planning and Climate Change –
Supplement to Planning Policy Statement
1

Reducing the environmental impact of transport will Derbyshire Local Transport Plan
improve air quality, noise and the effects this has
on health and quality of life.
The level of road freight movements need to be
reduced and use of rail and water promoted.

Derbyshire Local Transport Plan

Ensure new facilities are located where they can
be accessed by means other than the private car.

Derbyshire Local Transport Plan

The dispersed settlement patterns within the Core Derbyshire Local Transport Plan
Strategy area means that access to services can
be poor for some.
Table 1 Key Messages for the Core Strategy
3.3 Baseline evidence relating to Derbyshire Dales and the High Peak has been compiled for
these issues and is presented below with a national and regional overview provided for context.
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Stage A2: Collecting baseline information
National Overview
4.1 Whilst the total number of trips within the Core Strategy area is unknown, the Department
for Transport estimates an average resident of Great Britain makes over 1,000 trips a year, travelling
over 7,000 miles. On top of that, the network supports 250 billion tonne kilometres of freight per
year.
4.2 Whilst these figures underline the importance of transport to the UK population and economy,
they say nothing of the concentration of demand for travel. Many of these trips are made at the
same time, on the same transport infrastructure - placing parts of the UK’s transport network under
pressure.
4.3 Whilst the demand for freight transport is relatively continuous throughout the working day,
the demand for personal travel is far more peaked. Figure 1 illustrates that many trips are
concentrated in just a few hours of the day. The level and nature of these demands can be
expected to rise over time, as the UK’s population and economy grows and changes.

Figure 1 Trips in progress by Hous of Day and Purpose, Great
Britain, 2002-2004
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Stage A2: Collecting baseline information
Regional Overview
4.4 The region has a higher proportion of people commuting to work by car, van or minibus than
any other region (76.7%). The region has the third highest level of journeys made to work by
bicycle of all English regions (59 new cycle routes were opened in 2003/4) and a relatively high
proportion of journeys to work are on foot. A high percentage (44%) of school pupils walk to school;
however, 31% of school pupils travel to school by car.
4.5
In 2003, the East Midlands experienced a higher average number of motor vehicle
movements, on motorways in particular, when compared with the English average. Overall, travel
by bus is in decline. The region has the lowest level of rail use in the country because of the lack
of a sizeable urban rail network and a number of infrastructure "pinch-points". Rail currently carries
10% of land freight tonnage moving to, from, within or through the region. Nottingham East Midlands
Airport has expanded to become the UK’s leading freight handling airport, in 2006 it lifted 272,300
tonnes.
4.6 The East Midlands is one of the more rural regions of England and the rural population has
grown faster than in any other region in the last 10 years. An influx of commuters to those parts
of the region most accessible to London is making well-paid, mobile professionals increasingly
influential in rural life (State of the Countryside in the East Midlands).
4.7 Inadequate public transport in rural areas leads to a heavy reliance on the car and limits
choice for those without access to a private vehicle - mainly the elderly, younger, disabled and
poorer members of rural society. Women and young people can also be disadvantaged in terms
of educational, employment and social opportunities. Road traffic levels are rising fastest in rural
areas and road casualty rates are higher.
4.8 84% of people in rural areas of the East Midlands own a car compared to 69% of people in
urban areas. The poorest 10% of households are twice as likely to own a car if they live in a rural
area.

Derbyshire Dales & High Peak
Roads - general background
4.9

Neither Derbyshire Dales nor High Peak are sited on the national motorway network.

4.10 Beyond the main roads, the Core Strategy area relies on a network of rural roads. The
volume of traffic on the roads was identified as a key issue in a 2005 Quality of Life Survey,
identified as such by 43% of Derbyshire Dales residents and 54% of High Peak residents. In terms
of improvements for a better quality of life, volume of traffic on the roads was the top priority for
residents in both districts (56% in Derbyshire Dales and 63% in High Peak). Issues of traffic are
also raised in the health profiles of both Districts where figures for road injuries and deaths are
above the England average.
Roads - Derbyshire Dales
4.11 The main roads connected to all the main settlements are generally good. The Southern
area of the District is served by the A50 Stoke-Derby primary road which links the M1 and M6
motorways.
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4

4.12 The A6 road is the economic artery of the northern area of the Derbyshire Dales. There
can be acute traffic congestion along this route, especially in the Summer season, which can
create additional costs for local businesses in terms of delays. The major bottle neck is Crown
Square where congestion has knock on effects in peak season on all radials into Matlock. A relief
road was constructed in 2007 for the A6 effectively enabling some through traffic to by pass Matlock
Bridge and Crown Square. Other serious traffic problems in the area are the passage of Heavy
Goods Vehicles through rural settlements, particularly dangerous at Darley Bridge, Wirksworth,
Cromford Hill, Chesterfield Road, Matlock and Ashbourne Town Centre.

Map 1 Distribution of Major Road Network within Derbyshire Dales
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Stage A2: Collecting baseline information
Roads - High Peak
4.13

High Peak is surrounded by the M1-M62-M60 motorway network.

4.14
There are two major cross-pennine routes through the High Peak, the A57
(Manchester/Sheffield) and the A628 (Manchester/Barnsley) linking the M67 and M1. The A6/A625
(Manchester/Chesterfield M1) route is the main route for transport to Nottingham/Derby and the
South East.

Map 2 Major Roads in the High Peak
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4.15 Despite its position between Manchester and Sheffield the Borough is not well served by
roads. Glossopdale in particular suffers from traffic congestion at peak times, as does the A6 particularly on the approach to Buxton and at New Mills.
4.16 In some areas, the remoteness and absence of regular public transport makes access to
services difficult.
Car Ownership - general background
4.17 There are fewer households with no car than the national average, a situation often found
in rural areas where car dependency is high due to limited public transport alternatives. 2001
Census data indicated that 17% of households in Derbyshire Dales and 22% of households in
High Peak had no car, compared to 23% in Derbyshire and 24.3% in the East Midlands.
4.18 Conversely, 41% of households in Derbyshire Dales and 34% of households in High Peak
had 2 or more cars, above the County average of 32.7%% and East Midlands average of 31%.
Rural households may use a higher than average proportion of household incomes in order to
maintain a car given its importance in accessing services and employment. More recent figures
indicate that 80% of households have 1 or 2 cars within High Peak (Citizen’s Panel).
Car Ownership - Derbyshire Dales
4.19 Car ownership levels vary across the Derbyshire Dales. Analysis of car ownership levels
by ward reveals a close relationship with indicators of relative affluence. Car ownership rates are
higher in more remote, rural parts and also in many of the more affluent commuter areas.
Households without cars are more prevalent in the market towns of the Core Strategy area.
4.20 In 2001, there were 26,673 cars and vans in Derbyshire Dales District, which equates to
1.32 cars or vans per household.
4.21 As many as 3,469 households in Derbyshire Dales did not have either a car or van in 2001.
This accounted for 17.2 % of all households. Over a quarter of households in Ashbourne North
(26.3%), Ashbourne South (23.1%) and Matlock St Giles (22.9%) did not either have a car or a
van. Conversely, Carsington Water (6.7%), Norbury 6.4% had the lowest proportion of households
without a car or van.
4.22 Over two-fifths of households in Derbyshire Dales (Ashbourne North, Ashbourne South,
Darley Dale, Masson, Matlock St Giles, Wirksworth) had at least one car in 2001. Norbury had
the lowest proportion of households (35.2%) with just one car. This can be attributed to the fact
that almost 45% of households in this ward had two cars or mores. Hulland, Clifton and Bradley
and Brailsford also had a low proportion of households (35%) with one car or van which again can
be attributed to almost 45% of households have at least two cars.
4.23 In 2001, Ashbourne South (26%), Ashbourne North (27.1%) had the lowest proportion of
households that had two cars. Norbury (44.6%) and Brailsford (42.4%) had the had the highest
proportion of households with two cars.
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Stage A2: Collecting baseline information
4.24 There were five wards in 2001 where more than 10% of households had three cars or
more. These were Brailsford (10.3%), Carsington Water (10.5%), Clifton and Bradley (10.2%),
Hulland (10.5%) and Norbury (10.5%). Significantly all these wards are located in the rural parts
of Derbyshire Dales District. Wirksworth (5.9%) is only one urban ward where more than 5% of
households have three or more car.
Car Ownership - High Peak
Location

No car or van

1 car or van

2 cars or vans

3 cars or vans

4 or more cars or
vans

Urban

5,320

9,413

5,054

823

249

Rural

2,728

7,105

5,054

1,005

329

Rural: less sparse

2,728

7,105

5,054

1,005

329

Rural: town

1,848

4,315

2,549

443

146

Rural: village

579

1,755

1,407

273

75

Rural: dispersed

301

1,035

1,089

289

108

Source table from the Census: UV62 cars or vans

Table 2 Number of households in the High Peak by car/van availability to the household
4.25 A total of 8,043 households in the High Peak in 2001 were without a car or van (21.7%).
16.8% of households in rural areas of the Borough do not have a car or van.
General Background - reducing the need to travel
4.26 The majority of journeys to work are by private car (78% in Derbyshire Dales and 66% in
High Peak compared to 61% across England as a whole) with use of public transport being
particularly low in the Derbyshire Dales (2001 Census data). The average distance travelled to
work is similar in both High Peak and Derbyshire Dales (around 10km).
4.27 High Peak residents commuting out of the district to work commute to Greater Manchester
centres such as Stockport and Manchester, whereas Derbyshire Dales residents travel to the
urban centres of Derby and Nottingham.
4.28 The commuting balance of the districts (Census 2001) indicates that both districts have a
net out commuting balance and the net balance has, in both cases, increased since 1991. All self
containment rates (the extent to which people live and work in their district) are lower than those
in 1991 – this is a nationwide issue.
Reducing the need to travel - Derbyshire Dales
4.29 Census data 2001 has been used to establish out-commuting and in-commuting travel to
work patterns for each ward, travel to work by mode, car ownership by ward and travel to work
movements within the Core Strategy area.
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4.30 In 2001, 14,530 people in the District travelled to work by either car or van, being 71% of
all methods of travel to work. This percentage is slightly higher than the and England average of
61% and Derbyshire average of 70.1% but below the East Midlands average of 76.3%
4.31 There are five wards where more than 1,000 people use either a car or van as their main
mode of transport to travel to work. Wirksworth (1,696) Darley Dale (1,632) and Matlock All Saints
(1,598) and had the highest number of people who use their car or van to get to work.
4.32 This is over 200 people higher than Matlock St Giles the next highest generator of trips to
work by car or van with 1,436 people. Ashbourne South (1,138) and Asbourne North (880) had
the third and fourth highest number of people that consider the use of a car or van as their main
way of travelling to work.
4.33 The remaining wards range (Brailsford, Carsington Water, Clifton and Bradley, Dovedale
and Parwich, Doveridge and Sudbury, Hulland, Masson, Norbury, Stanton and Winster & South
Darley) have similar numbers of people who travel to work by either car or van ranging from 500
to 648)
4.34 In 2001, there were few people within the local authority area that travelled by train (223).
Doveridge & Sudbury had the highest number (52) followed by Matlock All Saints (45). These
numbers can be attributed to their close proximity to railway stations.
4.35 There were relatively few people within the local planning authority area that travelled by
bus (754). The wards with the highest bus patronage Darley Dale (99), Matlock St Giles (99) and
Matlock All Saints (75) had the highest number of residents that used the bus to travel to work.
The wards with lowest bus patronage were Hulland (0), Norbury (0), Carsington Water (6), Clifton
and Bradley (3).
4.36 For cycling, there were in total 245 people that rode to work on a bicycle and 136 on a
motorcycle. Whilst Ashbourne South saw the greatest number of people using a bicycle as their
main mode of transport, more people from Darley Dale and Matlock All Saints wards used both
these modes of transport to work.
4.37 In comparison, some 2,846 people walked to work mainly from people living Matlock All
Saints (558), Matlock St Giles (359), Ashbourne (355), Ashbourne South (367) and Darley Dale
(241).
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Map 3 Number of People Travelling
to Work by Car or Van

Map 4 Number of People Travelling
to Work by Train

Map 5 Number of People Travelling
to Work by Public Transport

Map 6 Number of People Travelling
to Work on Foot or by Bicycle
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4.38 In 2001, 3,156 people mainly worked from home being 13.3% of the total number of people
travelling to work. This was higher than the Derbyshire average, East Midlands and England
(10.7%). Wirksworth (305), Matlock St Giles (254), Matlock All Saints (231), Darley Dales (234),
Carsington Water (221) and Dovedale & Parwich (223) were the highest in the District.

Picture 1 Number of People that Work from Home by Ward in the
Derbyshire Dales
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Stage A2: Collecting baseline information
Out commuting Patterns of Derbyshire Dales Economically Active Residents

Map 7 Out commuting Patterns of Derbyshire Dales Economically
Active Residents
Out commuting Patterns - Derbyshire Dales
4.39 In 2001, there were 4 locations other than in Derbyshire Dales District where more than
900 people from Derbyshire Dales District travel to work. Other than those that live and work in
Derbyshire Dales, Derby is the most popular destination to work for Derbyshire Dales residents
with 8.0% of residents commuting to Derby to work. This is considerably higher than Amber Valley,
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the next popular destination for Derbyshire Dales Districts residents to work, which has 4.9% share
of the District’s economically active residents working in that District. Just under 1000 residents
work in Chesterfield / North East Derbyshire and Staffordshire (974).
Workplace Destination

Derbyshire Dales
Residential - Workforce
Destination

Derbyshire Dales
Workforce - Place of
Residence

Total Net Out Commuting

Amber Valley

1158

1782

-624

Bakewell

591

217

374

Bolsover

174

309

-135

Chesterfield and North East Derbyshire

984

1964

-980

Derby

1903

1041

862

Derbyshire Dales

14944

14944

0

Erewash and South Derbyshire

465

558

-93

High Peak

275

321

-46

Leicestershire and Northamptonshire

174

90

84

London and South East

255

42

213

North West

237

132

105

Nottinghamshire

593

387

206

Peak District National Park within Derbyshire Dales

289

388

-99

South West

66

21

45

Staffordshire

974

1111

-137

West Midlands

287

156

131

Yorkshire and Humberside

493

353

140

23862

23816

46

Total

Table 3 Net out commuting within Derbyshire Dales
4.40
In 2001, net out-commuting from Derbyshire Dales to Derby was 862 showing that
substantially more people travel to Derby to work from Derbyshire Dales than people from Derby
working in Derbyshire Dales. The emphasises that Derbyshire Dales has a significant Derby
commuter population and provides an indication of Derby’s influence upon Derbyshire Dales.
4.41 Bakewell and Nottinghamshire are two other locations where more people from the local
planning authority area travel to work than people from these locations travel to Derbyshire Dales.
Both location have net out-commuting of 374 and 206 respectively.
4.42
Whilst there are locations where out commuting is greater there is a large level of
in-commuting into Derbyshire Dales from other locations. This is represented as a negative figure
in the above table.
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4.43 In 2001, a large number of people travelled from Chesterfield / North East Derbyshire into
Derbyshire Dales to work. There is net out commuting of –980 people from these areas. There
is also a high net in commuting from Amber Valley, Bolsover and Staffordshire.
In commuting - Derbyshire Dales

Map 8 In communting - Derbyshire Dales
4.44 In 2001, some 8,872 people commuted into the plan area to work. There were four districts
within Derbyshire that each contributed more than 1,000 people to Derbyshire Dales workforce.
Chesterfield / North East Derbyshire supplied the largest amount of people with 1,984 people,
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followed by Amber Valley with 1,782 people and the City of Derby 1,041 people. 1,111 people
commuted from Staffordshire Moorlands and East Staffordshire to the District with other significant
contribution from the Peak District National Park (605).
Ward

Travelling OUT

Travelling IN

Travelling within Ward

Ashbourne North

495

441

1169

Ashbourne South

593

1382

1338

Brailsford

369

134

365

Carsington Water

325

203

598

Clifton bradley

359

162

541

Darley Dale

844

604

1637

Doveridge and Parwich

264

131

623

Doveridge and Sudbury

662

380

433

Hulland

425

285

491

Masson

590

769

1010

Matlock All Saints

902

2706

1860

Matlock St Giles

813

528

1603

Norbury

433

126

453

Stanton

426

332

514

Winster and South Darley

419

150

546

Wirksworth

1020

539

1763

Total

8939

8872

14944

Table 4 Summary of IN and OUT Work Movements
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4.45 The workforce employment within Derbyshire Dales plans area was recorded at 23,616 in
2001. Workforce relates specifically to people that work within the plan area. These people may
not necessarily be residents whilst the resident population workforce may not necessarily work
within the plan area. The total resident population is similar to the work force population indicating
an overall balance of people working outside and travelling outside the area to work.
Ward

Workforce Population

Resident Workforce
Population

Net Place of Employment

Ashbourne North

1355

1624

269

Ashbourne South

161

1917

-1244

Brailsford

463

752

289

Carsington Water

1051

947

-104

Clifton bradley

646

876

230

Darley Dale

1768

2460

682

Doveridge and Parwich

680

899

219

Doveridge and Sudbury

825

1107

282

Hulland

737

891

154

Masson

5319

2772

-2547

Matlock All Saints

1823

1579

-244

Matlock St Giles

1814

2434

620

Norbury

456

811

355

Stanton

1047

967

-80

Winster and South Darley

617

890

273

Wirksworth

1854

2728

874

Total

23616

23644

28

Negative figure represents in commuting and a positive figure represents out commuting from the ward

Table 5 Workforce and resident travel to work movements
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Reducing the need to travel - High Peak
4.46 Census data has shown that 19% of the workplace population in High Peak works mainly
at, or from, home. A further 35% of people travel less than 2km to work. With 16% of people
travelling between 2 and 5km, a high proportion of commuter journeys are relatively short, however
many of these journeys are made out of the Borough to the surrounding towns and cities of
Stockport, Manchester and Sheffield.
Distance (km)

Number of persons

All people aged 16 to 74 in employment in area

32,352

Works mainly at or from home

6,171

Less than 2

11,336

2 to less than 5

5,164

5 to less than 10

4,342

10 to less than 20

3,217

20 to less than 30

1,089

30 to less than 40

426

40 to less than 60

328

60km and over

279

Source: Office for National Statistics last updated April 2005

Table 6 Distance travelled to work - workplace population in the High Peak (UV80)
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Map 9 Percentage of Population that Work from Home
4.47

The average distance to a fixed place of work is 13.8km.

4.48 Over 65% of journeys to work are made by car, predominantly as a driver (60%). The next
most common method of travel is on foot (13%). A very low number of journeys are made by
public transport.
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Usual method of travel to work by people aged 16 - 74

4

Percentage in High Peak

Train

4.42%

Bus, mini-bus or coach

3.17%

Motorcycle, scooter, or moped

0.82%

Driving a car or van

59.71%

Passenger in a car or van

6.26%

Taxi or minicab

0.5%

Bicycle

1.26%

On foot

13.11%

Source: Office for National Statistics; last updated June 2006

Table 7 Travel to work mode in the High Peak (KS15)
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Map 10 Percentage of Population that
Travel to Work by Car or Van

Map 11 Percentage of Population that
Travel to Work by Bicycle

Map 12 Percentage of Population that
Travel to Work by Bus, Minibus or
Coach

Map 13 Percentage of Population that
Travel to Work by Bike
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4

Commuting patterns - High Peak
4.49 In High Peak, 60% of all residents in employment in the Borough live and work within the
Borough. High Peak has a net daily outflow of workers, there are 43,751 residents in employment
(i)
but just 32,388 jobs available within the Borough resulting in a net outflow of 11,363 .
4.50

The major outflows from High Peak are to Greater Manchester.

Stockport
Manchester
Tameside
Macclesfield
Derbyshire Dales

Inflow

Outflow

Net flow

1,067

3,725

-2,658

178

3,704

-3,526

1,372

3,096

-1,724

585

1,559

-974

1,255

821

434

Source: Office for National Statistics 2001 Census

Table 8 Key travel to work inflows and outflows for the High Peak

Map 14 Percentage of Population that
Travel 2-<5km to Work

i

Map 15 Percentage of Population that
Travel 5-<10km to Work

Peak sub-region employment land review Nathaniel Lichfield & Partners Ltd, 2008
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Map 16 Percentage of Population that
Travel 10-<20km to Work

Map 17 Percentage of Population that
Travel 20-<30km to Work

Use of sustainable modes of travel
4.51 Public transport links outside the larger towns within the Core Strategy area, are limited.
In some areas the remoteness and absence of regular public transport makes access to services
difficult. Satisfaction with public transport is relatively high in the High Peak – 42% of people are
very or fairly satisfied with the bus service. However only 14% of people in Derbyshire Dales are
satisfied with public transport services. Within the High Peak the settlements of Glossop, Hadfield
and Dinting, Chapel-en-le-Frith, Dove Holes, Furness Vale, Whaley Bridge and Buxton are served
by rail link to Manchester whilst the Hope Valley, New Mills and Chinley lie on the Manchester to
Sheffield line. Within the Derbyshire Dales, Cromford, Matlock Bath and Matlock have rail access.
4.52 Bus patronage figures are collated at County level only, although data from the Citizen’s
Panel survey does provide some indication of public transport use at district level. The table below
identifies that passenger journeys have increased since 2004/5 with a particularly significant
increase over the period 2005/6 to 2007/8.
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Year

Passenger
Journeys

4

Change

2003/04

26,833,854

2004/05

26,580,186

-0.95

2005/06

26,625,975

0.17

2006/07

28,494,000

7.02

2007/08

22,174,223

-5.00

Table 9 Derbyshire Bus Patronage
4.53 Within the High Peak, the daily use of public transport is low (1 or 2% for bus, train or cycle
use) although regular bus or train use (more than once a week) is relatively high (18% for buses
and 12% for train use). Only 10% of people within the High Peak never use the train compared to
34% for buses and 62% for cycling.
Rail Network - Derbyshire Dales
4.54 Matlock, Matlock Bath and Cromford are served by a local train service from Derby. This
line allows connections to be made to the national network. Many people rely on this service for
their journeys to and from work and it is a means by which tourists can visit the area. During
2004/2005 approximately 255,00 people used the line; compared to 215,000 in 2001/2002.
4.55 The Matlock branch railway line was designated as Community railway Line in 2007 to
improve the financial performance, value for money and social value of the railway to help ensure
its long-term future.
4.56 East Midlands Trains was awarded the Franchise to operate their trains along that line,
which includes improvements to the timetable offering a direct hourly service from Matlock to
Nottingham.
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Map 18 Distribution of Railway Lines and Train Stations Derbyshire Dales
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Ambergate

Belper

Cromford

12759

12502

12680

April 2005 - March 2006

April 2006 - March 2007

April 2007 - March 2008

48623

51797

51505

50497

9255

7892

8839

7694

6283

4732

5997

April 2005 - March 2006

April 2006 - March 2007

April 2007 - March 2008

19042

17234

18677

0.24

April 2005 - March 2006

April 2006 - March 2007

April 2007 - March 2008

% increase 2004 -2008

-3.8

74796

77593

74770

77805

26173

25796

23265

27308

22.15

16621

14498

14542

13607

7366

6607

5703

5913

-8.45

20671

22002

20338

22579

5449

5296

5636

6749

-2.43

89959

91826

92166

92197

52971

52450

51248

53269

36988

39376

40918

38928

Matlock

11.57

23185

22701

21826

20781

16158

16182

16354

15007

7027

6519

5472

5774

Matlock Bath

14.31

14571

13895

13520

12747

4173

3855

3923

4235

10398

10040

9597

8512

Whatstandwell

258481

258481

259749

256204

258348

118287

114918

112411

119271

140194

144831

143793

139077

Grand Total

Table 10 Annual Passenger Figures by Station

As Destinations Data: Passengers that have bought a ticket to that station. A single ticket counts as one passenger journey and a return journey counts as two passenger journeys from
the origin station

As origin Data: Passengers that have bought a ticket from that station. A single ticket counts as one passenger journey and a return journey counts as two passenger journeys from the
origin station

18632

April 2004 - March 2005

Total Origins and Destinations

6789

April 2004 - March 2005

15222

16706

14702

15829

Duffield

Derwent Valley Line: passenger journeys - Derwent Valley stations as destinations

11843

April 2004 - March 2005

Derwent Valley Line: passenger journeys - Derwent Valley stations as origin

Period of Settlement

Stage A2: Collecting baseline information
4
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Rail Network - High Peak
4.57 The High Peak has rail lines connecting principal towns with surrounding towns and cities
as follows. The following routes are run by Northern Trains:
Buxton and New Mills to Manchester and Blackpool
Glossop and Hadfield to Manchester
Hope Valley and New Mills to Manchester and Sheffield

Map 19 Railway Lines in the High Peak
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4

Bus Services - Derbyshire Dales
4.58 A network of commercial and contracted bus services serves the Derbyshire Dales. The
market towns of Matlock, Wirksworth and Ashbourne are relatively well served, whereas many of
the outlying settlements have infrequent services. In addition, there is a limited network of community
transport services operated with County Council support specifically for people with disabilities.
Bus Services - High Peak
4.59
Bus services in the High Peak aim to link towns and villages. Most buses are
operated commercially by companies such as Trent Barton, Stagecoach and Bowers. Many others
are run under contract to Derbyshire County Council.
Community Transport - general background
4.60 Community transport is the overarching term for flexible, usually subsidised transport
targeted at those who cannot use conventional buses – either due to physical restriction, personal
circumstance or lack of an alternative service. Community transport in Derbyshire provides a
supplementary service to public transport, offering a variety of services such as community car
schemes, training, group travel, dial-a-bus and dial-a-ride.
4.61

The following schemes operate within the Core Strategy area:
Amber Valley Car Scheme (the scheme overlaps into Derbyshire Dales)
Amber Valley Community Transport
Ashbourne Community Transport
Bakewell & Eyam Community Transport
Buxton Area Car Scheme
Glossop Community Transport
Glossop Area Car Scheme and
New Mills Area Car Scheme

4.62 Table 6 below outlines types of community transport services with the High Peak and
Derbyshire Dales.
Dial a
ride

Dial a
bus

Voluntary
Car
Scheme

Shop-mobility

Contracts

Contracts
(SEN Social
Care

Other

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Amber Valley CT

Y

Y

Asbourne CT

Y

Y

Y

Bakewell and EYam CT

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Buxton Area Car Scheme
Glossop CT
Glossop Area Car Scheme

Y

Group
Hire

Y
Y

Y
Y

Y

Source: Rural Public Transport Strategy, The Specialist Public Transport Consultancy, December 2007

Table 11 Types of Community Transport Services
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4.63 There is an anticipated trend towards increased demand for community transport within
the public transport network. This is due to additional demands on constrained budgets for
subsidised local bus services and therefore an increasing role for low cost operations
4.64 Useage figures for Dial a Bus Community Transport schemes in Ashbourne, Bakewell and
Glossop indicate increasing patronage of the services by both individuals and groups. Total
individual passenger journeys for 2006/7 across all three services were 43,483 (compared to
31,104 in 2005/6 and 33,596 in 2004/5). Total group passengers were 45,673 in 2006/7, compared
to 44,803 in 2005/6 and 41,578 in 2005/6.
4.65 As the table above indicates, Dial a Bus is only one of the transport services that community
transport schemes offer. The 2007 Annual Report for the Bakewell and Eyam Community Transport
Scheme indicates that Dial a Bus/Ride by individuals accounts for 32% of use, with regular group
transport accounting for a further 20%, travel to day care 14%, occasional group transport 24%
and contracts (e.g. school runs, special needs transport)10%.
4.66 Community transport schemes rely extensively on use of volunteers and sourcing of grants
and subsidies for their operation. For example the Bakewell and Eyam Community Transport
scheme in its 2007 Annual Report notes that its volunteers have collectively put in over 10,000
hours over the course of the year valued at some £74,000 whilst incoming resources to deliver
the service is broadly divided between fares/affiliations (40%) and grant/subsidy (60%). This
indicates that volunteers, grants and subsidies are important at present to retain Community
Transport schemes.
Community Transport Schemes - Derbyshire Dales
4.67

The District is covered by two Community Transport Schemes.
Amber Valley Community Transport
Ashbourne Community Transport.

Community Transport Schemes - High Peak
4.68 Glossop and Buxton Dial-a-Bus Services are available into Glossop and Buxton town
centres, for people who are unable to use other public transport in the Glossop, Hayfield, New
Mills, Chapel, Whaley Bridge and Buxton areas.
Access to Services - Derbyshire Dales and High Peak
4.69 Data from the former Countryside Agency gives information on distance to 10 key rural
facilities. Latest available information is from 2004 and shows that in all cases Derbyshire Dales
has fewer residents able to access the services and facilities within 2km than High Peak. Services
where access is high within 2km are primary schools (90% in Derbyshire Dales and 96% in High
Peak); and Post Offices (85% in Derbyshire Dales and 92% in High Peak).
4.70 However only 29% of residents in Derbyshire Dales can access a supermarket within 2km
compared to 63% in High Peak. 51% of residents in Derbyshire Dales can access a GP within
2km compared to 72% in High Peak. Lack of immediate access to services and facilities could be
an important reason for higher levels of travel and associated carbon emissions, particularly in
Derbyshire Dales.
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4.71 A survey undertaken by Evolve for Derbyshire and Derby Economic Partnership in 2007
identified the number of key rural facilities in both districts. Although 98% of Derbyshire’s
households without a car can access a GP surgery in 15 minutes, only 24% can access a hospital
in 30 minutes. The Derbyshire Dales and High Peak Community Strategy notes that 70% of resident
replies from the Citizen Panel found it hard to access a local hospital, sports centre or a dentist.
Access to further training and education is also an issue for the Core Strategy Area.
4.72 Research undertaken for the Learning and Skills Council in 2006 indicated that, with very
limited opportunities for Post-16 learning and training in the Core Strategy Area, public transport
is a necessity to access learning. The research identified that 49% of learners lived more than 90
minutes away from their learning establishment if using public transport and many learners could
spend 3 or more hours per day travelling if using public transport – thus suggesting that other
forms of transport such as private vehicles are also used.
4.73 However the research indicated that long travel times were not impacting on drop-out rates
from learning – in fact it suggested the reverse; that people from rural areas were more likely to
have taken the travelling into account and made decisions accordingly, than people who lived
nearby. Interestingly, of pre-16 learners canvassed about their likely learning post-16, only 25%
said they would be interested in learning from home, even though they have access to the internet
there.
4.74 The Derbyshire Local Transport Plan 2006-2011 gives an assessment of accessibility in
the County. It notes that for High Peak – the north west part of the district provides essential local
services but looks to the Manchester conurbation for higher order services. Most of High Peak
and Derbyshire Dales are essentially rural and have seen a decline in rural services. Higher levels
of car ownership are seen as essential in order to manage rural isolation.
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Stage A3: Identifying sustainability issues and
problems
5.1 The main sustainability issues identified through this review of baseline evidence are as
follows:
Car ownership is above average within Derbyshire Dales and High Peak, with 36.5% of
households having two or more cars compared with 32.7% for Derbyshire and 31% for the
East Midlands.
The majority of journeys to work are by private motor car (78% in Derbyshire Dales and 66%
in High Peak) compared to 61% across England as a whole). Use of public transport is low.
In large parts of the area it is difficult for residents to walk, cycle or take public transport for
their journeys.
The number of people travelling by bus has dropped.
Hot spots of traffic congestion are experienced within some Market Towns and will intensify,
if measures are not taken to alter travel patterns and modal choices.
Many residents currently have to travel outside the area to work and shop. The majority of
these journeys are made by car.
Interchanges and connections between different public transport services are perceived to
be weak.
Locating new developments in areas that are well serviced by public transport, walking and
cycling infrastructure can help to reduce car dependency.
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Sustainable development objectives
6.1 In response to the evidence detailed above, it is proposed to use the following sustainable
development objectives as part of the Sustainability Appraisal Framework used to assess issues
and options in the Core Strategy.
To reduce the number of journeys made by car - within, and to and from the area.
To improve access to jobs, services and facilities.
6.2 When assessing the performance of issues and options against the above objectives, the
following criteria will be used:
Will it help to meet local needs?
Will it support safe walking and cycling?
Will it support the use of public transport?
Will it help to reduce the distances people have to travel on a regular basis for education,
employment and services?
Will it help to improve access to services and to facilities for those living in rural or remote
settlements or experiencing other access constraints?
Sustainable
Development
Objective

Baseline Information

To reduce the
No car ownership:
number of
journeys made by Derbyshire Dales 17%
car - within, and
High Peak 22%
to and from the
area
2 or more cars:
Derbyshire Dales 41%

Trend

Bus use is declining

Indicator / Target

The amount of
development
within 15mins
walking distance
(100m) and 10
minutes cycling
distance (2Km)
of the town
centres

High Peak 34%
Journeys by car:
Derbyshire Dales 78%
High Peak 66%
Sustainable Modes of
Transport:
Bus Patronage - low
Rail Network - low
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Sustainable
Development
Objective

Baseline Information

Trend

Indicator / Target

Cycling - low
To improve
access to jobs,
services and
facilities

Schools - 2Km:

Stable

Derbyshire Dales 90%
High Peak 96%
Post Offices:
Derbyshire Dales 85%

National
Indicator 175
Access to
services and
facilities by
public transport,
walking and
cycling

High Peak 92%
Supermarkets:
Derbyshire Dales 29%
High Peak 63%
General Practitioner:
Derbyshire Dales 51%
High Peak 72%
Table 12 Summary of Baseline Information

Indicators and monitoring data
Sustainable
Detailed Decision Making Criteria
development objective
To reduce the number
of journeys made by car
- within and to and from
the area

Will it help to meet local needs?
Will it help support safe walking
and cycling?
Will it support the use of public
transport?

37 April 2009 Transport and Accessibility Topic Paper

Existing targets or
indicators
Amount of new
development within 15
minutes walking or 10
minutes cycling of town
centres.

Stage A4: Developing the Sustainable Appraisal
Framework
Sustainable
Detailed Decision Making Criteria
development objective
To improve access to
jobs, services and
facilities

Will it help to reduce the distances
people have to travel on a regular
basis for education, employment
and services?
Will it help improve access to
services and facilities for those
living in rural or remote settlements,
or experiencing other access
constraints?

6

Existing targets or
indicators
National Indicator 175
Access to services and
facilities by public
transport, walking and
cycling.

Table 13 Sustainability Appraisal Framework of Sustainable Development Objectives
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