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How the sustainability appraisal framework will be
used
Introduction
1.1 The UK Sustainable Development Strategy highlights that ‘our health and well-being are
inextricably linked to the quality of our air, water, soils and biological resources. We rely on
functioning ecosystems ‘for nutrient cycling, atmospheric and climate regulation, and break down
and mitigation of waste’. It is very important then, that for continued sustainable prosperity, the
environmental limits of natural resources need to be understood and respected. In this topic paper,
landscape and soil / mineral resources are discussed. Air is considered in the Topic Paper: “Air,
noise and light pollution”. Water quality is considered in the Topic Paper: "Water resources and
flood risk".
1.2 The natural environment is a quality of life issue, and its quality, protection and enhancement
are integral to a healthy and sustainable life for all species. The natural environment provides
life-supporting ecological functions, providing habitat and food and cleaning our air, water and soil.
The character and quality of landscapes provides the framework within which the natural and built
environment sits, contributing towards local distinctiveness and providing a sense of place.
Landscape quality may also impact on local economies by influencing tourism opportunities.
Specific land uses associated with the landscape, including recreational or green spaces collectively termed as ‘green infrastructure’ - are separately considered in the “Biodiversity and
Green Infrastructure” Topic Paper.
1.3 Soils are an essential, non-renewable resource, and provide a range of crucial ecosystem
services including food, habitats, clean water, nutrient cycling, and carbon storage. Minerals are
non-renewable resources that form the backbone of our economy and our way of life, providing
the materials we use for construction, transportation, and power generation.
Sustainability Appraisal
1.4 The purpose of a Sustainability Appraisal is to appraise the social, environmental and
economic effects of the proposed strategy and policy options of the Core Strategy. This must be
done at the beginning to ensure that Derbyshire Dales District Council and High Peak Borough
Council can make informed decisions that accord with sustainable development.
1.5 Sustainability objectives are used to test and ask questions for each strategy and policy
option considered in the Core Strategy. The Sustainability Appraisal process has a number of set
stages that must be followed, but can be reconsidered when new information is collected.
1.6 The development of the Sustainability Appraisal for the Derbyshire Dales and High Peak
Core Strategy will follow guidance as set out in “Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial
Strategies and Local development Documents (2005)” published by the Department of Communities
and Local Government.
1.7 This topic paper follows Stage A (Pre Production – Evidence Gathering) of the guidance
which is undertaken during the pre-production stage of the joint Core Strategy. It sets out the
context and objectives, established baseline information and decides on the scope for the landscape
and natural resources within the Core Strategy area.
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Purpose of this document
2.1 This is one of 12 topic papers which can be read in isolation or together with other topic
papers to gain a wider understanding of the issues facing the areas of Derbyshire Dales District
and High Peak Borough outside the Peak District National Park. The 12 topic papers that have
been produced are on:
Climate Change
Landscape Character and Natural Resources
Air, noise and light pollution
Townscape quality, historic and cultural heritage
Transport and accessibility
Water resources and flood-risk
Biodiversity and green infrastructure
Health and well-being
Leisure and recreation
Community safety and neighbourhood quality
Homes for everyone
Employment and economy
2.2 Each topic paper provides a summary of the evidence base required for the Core Strategy’s
Sustainability Appraisal. They establish a baseline position and identify the key issues that need
to be addressed. This has been achieved by undertaking the following stage of the Sustainability
Appraisal process which has included:
Stage A1 Identifying other relevant policies, plans and programmes
Stage A2 Collecting baseline information
Stage A3 Identifying sustainability issues and problems
Stage A4 Developing the sustainability framework
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Stage A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans
and programmes
3.1 This section focuses on the most relevant plan and strategies and draws out their key
messages for the Core Strategy and Sustainability Appraisal process. The plans and strategies
identified are:

National
Securing the Future Government Sustainable Development Strategy (ODPM, 2005)
Planning Policy Statement 1 Delivering Sustainable Development (DCLG, 2005)
Planning Policy Statement 7 Sustainable Development in Rural Areas (DCLG, 2005)
Planning Policy Statement 25 Planning and Flood Risk (DLCG, 2006)
Our Countryside : A Fair Deal for Rural England (Defra, 2005)
Planning Policy Statement 9 Biodiversity and Geological Conservation (DLCG, 2005)
Planning Policy Guidance 17 Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation (DCLG, 2002)
CABE By Design: Urban Design in the Planning System : Towards Better Practice
A Strategy for England’s Trees, Woods, and Forests (Defra, 2007)
Space4trees: The Regional Forestry Framework, (The Forestry Commission, 2005)
Water Resources for the Future (Environment Agency, 2001)
First Soil Action Plan for England (May, 2004)

Regional
East Midlands Regional Strategy (emra 2009)
East Midlands Regional Environment Strategy (emra 2002)
East Midlands Integrated Regional Strategy Our Sustainable Development Framework
Space4Trees (Forestry Authority,2005)
Space for Nature (Woodland Trust)
Water Resources Strategy for the East Midlands(Environment Agency, 2001)
Draft Water Resources Management Plan (Severn Trent Water, 2008)
Spatial Review of Water Supply and Quality in the East Midlands, Final Study Report
(Environment Agency , 2006)
Midlands Drought Plan (Environment Agency, 2004)
East Midlands Soil and Environmental Resource Review (emra, 2006)
The Regional Challenge: Climate Change Impacts on the East Midlands (emra 2008)
State of the Region Report (emra, 2008)
East Midlands Soil and Environmental Resource Review (emra, 2006)

Local
Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site Management Plan (Derbyshire County Council,
2000)
Derbyshire Landscape Character Assessment (2003)
CPRE Tranquil Area Policy Statement and Map (2005)
Derbyshire Dales Supplementary Planning Document : Landscape Character and Assessment
(Adopted 2007)
High Peak Supplementary Planning Document: Landscape Character (Adopted 2006)
High Peak Tree Strategy 2008
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Stage A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans
and programmes
Key Messages
3.2 The plans and strategies identified above have been reviewed. The table below sets out
the messages and issues contained in these documents that are considered most relevant for the
Core Strategy.
Message / Issue

Source document(s)

The Core Strategy area has a varied and diverse
landscape and comprises many significant
environmental designations such as Sites for
Special Scientific Interest and the Derwent Valley
Mills World Heritage Site.

Derbyshire Landscape Character Assessment
Derbyshire Dales Supplementary Planning
Document : Landscape Character and
Assessment
High Peak Supplementary Planning
Document: Landscape Character

Conservation of the landscape and habitat
diversity is important to maintain and enhance
biodiversity.

PPS1 Delivering Sustainable Development
PPS7 Sustainable Development in Rural
Areas

The Core Strategy area has a high proportion of Derbyshire Landscape Character Assessment
landscape character types which all contribute High Peak Supplementary Planning
to local distinctiveness.
Document: Landscape Character
The legacy of the industrial heritage offers
important landscape features.

Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site
Management Plan

The Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site is
internationally recognised for its contribution to
industrial development and has an extensive
buffer in order to protect the site from
development that would damage its setting.

Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site
Management Plan

Development and growth should protect and
East Midlands Regional Strategy (2009)
enhance the natural environment as far as
possible, recognising that such assets are usually
irreplaceable.
Understanding the level at which the environment East Midlands Environment Strategy
is unable to accommodate a particular activity or
rate activities without sustaining unacceptable or
irreversible change is important.
The East Midlands has only a ‘finite
environmental capacity’ to accommodate
increased development before irreversible
damage results in serious degradation of the
environment.

East Midlands Regional Strategy (2009)
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Stage A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans
and programmes
Message / Issue

Source document(s)

Development in the countryside should be
appropriate to landscape character.

High Peak Supplementary Planning
Document: Landscape Character

All landscapes are valuable and the Core
Strategy should seek to protect their essential

High Peak Supplementary Planning
Document: Landscape Character

character by making sure that any change that
takes place supports - rather than erodes landscape character.
Table 1 Key Messages for Core Strategy
3.3 Baseline evidence relating to Derbyshire Dales and the High Peak has been compiled for
these issues and is presented below with a national and regional overview provided for context.
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Stage A2: Collecting baseline information
National Overview
4.1 National planning policy guidance sets out that planning authorities should achieve good
quality, sustainable development that respects and, where possible, enhances local distinctiveness
and the intrinsic qualities of the countryside.
4.2 To help achieve this, the Core Strategy should look to promote more sustainable patterns
of development:
focusing most development in, or next to, existing towns and villages;
preventing urban sprawl;
discouraging the development of ‘greenfield’ land, and, where such land must be used,
ensuring it is not used wastefully;
promoting a range of uses to maximise the potential benefits of the countryside fringing urban
areas; and
providing appropriate leisure opportunities to enable urban and rural dwellers to enjoy the
wider countryside.

Regional Overview
Landscape
The East Midlands landscape is characterised by agricultural land uses and a distinctive settlement
structure shaped by industrial development and agricultural intensification. Landscape character
has been broadly defined in Natural England’s publication Countryside Character Volume 4 1999.
4.3 The East Midlands comprises 35 different landscape character areas, containing many of
the landscapes typical of the country as a whole.
4.4 The East Midlands contains two nationally designated landscapes, The Peak District National
Park which is some 92,000 hectares (6% of the land area of the East Midlands) and the Lincolnshire
Wolds AONB. It has the smallest number of protected areas of all the English regions.
4.5
Natural England’s State of the Natural Environment Report (May 2008) has clearly
demonstrated that the natural environment (including those landscapes existing outside protected
landscapes) are increasingly under pressure.
4.6 The woodlands of the East Midlands provide a wide range of social, environmental and
economic benefits. The Region has a relatively poor level of tree cover compared to England as
a whole.
Soil and Minerals
4.7 The region can be characterised by twelve different soil groupings, but the dominant soil
types are clay loams and sandy loams. These are versatile for arable crops, but can cause drainage
problems in large areas of clay topsoil. The Region contains a significant percentage of the total
national resource of Grade 1 land, especially in southern Lincolnshire. The versatility of the region’s
Grade 1, 2 and 3 land enables a variety of crops to be grown.
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Stage A2: Collecting baseline information
4.8 The region provides a significant proportion of the UK’s mineral production, including coal,
aggregates, gypsum, and brick clay, as well as locally distinctive building materials. There are
distinct local variations in production across the region with Nottinghamshire being the major
producer of sand and gravel in the region, whilst Derbyshire and Leicestershire are major producers
of rock.
4.9 The region’s geological assets offer a greater geodiversity than most other regions, and
many geological and geomorphological sites have been designated as SSSIs.
4.10 The region provides a significant proportion of the UK’s mineral production, including coal,
aggregates, gypsum, and brick clay, as well as locally distinctive building materials. Derbyshire
is a major producer of crushed rock.
4.11 The use of secondary and recycled aggregates has grown recently. Estimated production
of recycled aggregate in the East Midlands in 2005 was 5.59 million tones which was an 14%
increase over the 2003 figures.

Derbyshire Dales & High Peak
Derbyshire Dales geology
4.12 There are three distinct rock formations within Derbyshire Dales and each is associated
with particular physical characteristics and responsible for the historic development of agriculture
and industry.
4.13 The oldest rocks belong to the Carboniferous period and are limestones that were laid
down about 330 million years ago. They are the accumulated remains of marine creatures which
lived in shallow seas and evidence of their origins can be seen at many sites through the existence
of fossils. Around the fringes of the area, limestone reefs can be found where bedding is poor or
absent. During the formation of the limestones, volcanic action produced molten lava which solidified
in irregular dark layers as basalt or toadstone.
4.14 In post-Carboniferous times, many areas of the limestone were enriched by hot fluids
migrating from within the Earth’s crust. Such fluids were rich in minerals and as they cooled
deposition of these minerals occurred in veins. Generally speaking the veins take the form of filled
vertical fissures known as rakes and may be up to 15 metres wide and run across country for
many kilometres.
4.15 The most common minerals found in the District are galena (lead sulphide), sphalerite
(zinc sulphide), fluorite (calcium fluoride), baryte (barium sulphate) and calcite (calcium carbonate).
4.16 Millions of years ago the whole limestone area was covered by shale and a coarse sandstone
(commonly referred to as millstone grit) in the form of a great dome. Erosion over time has caused
a portion of the upper rocks to become worn away, exposing the denuded limestone plateau and
producing the characteristic gritstone edges along the boundary. Mineralisation did not penetrate
the sandstone and it has been exploited only as stone for building or the production of millstones
and grindstones. The Carboniferous series above the Millstone Grit is known as the Lower Coal
Measures and is present in the north east corner of the District.
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4.17 The District contains sand and gravel deposits in the South of the District. The formation
of these “drift” deposits occurred following the last ice age when considerable areas of sand and
gravel, silt and clay in the form of glacial and weathered rock deposits were eroded and deposited
in wide tracts along the major rivers. The other sources of sand and gravel in the District is the
Sherwood sandstones. These solid deposits having been laid down before the last ice age much
older than the “drift” deposits of the river valleys.
High Peak geology
4.18 Almost all rocks outcropping at the surface in High Peak originate from the Carboniferous
age. The south-eastern part of the Borough is formed from Carboniferous Limestone. This
limestone forms a dome-like structure at the southern extremity of the Pennines. These are marine
limestones, and interbedded lava flows are found in several locations. The limestone uplands are
cut across by dales or valleys, originally formed by water erosion, many of which are dry.
Sometimes, a valley is deep enough for its floor to be at, or just below, the water table, at which
point a river or stream appears.
4.19 To the north and west of the limestone region, the predominant feature is the group of
shales and sandstones known as the Millstone Grit Series. The rocks are composed of layers of
sandstone and shale and were laid down in primeval coastal deltas. The Edale Shales are the
oldest formations, and are found directly above the limestone. Above these are sandstone layers
which form the Dark Peak. This includes the moorland areas around Glossop and the Goyt Valley.
4.20 On the western edge of High Peak are found Coal Measures. Coal mining has taken place
in the past around Whaley Bridge, Furness Vale and New Mills.
4.21 The Carboniferous Limestone is classified as a “major aquifer” and tends to yield good
quality groundwater. It holds groundwater within fissures or voids, which reduces accessibility by
abstraction. Because it contains fissures, contaminants can be very quickly transmitted through
limestone strata making it very vulnerable to pollution incidents.
4.22 The Millstone Grit and the Coal Measures are “minor aquifers” and provide locally important
groundwater sources for agriculture and industry. There are also sand and gravel drift deposits
which form localised minor aquifers. A number of low permeability drift deposits overlying the
aquifers can be found in parts of Chapel-en-le-Frith, Whaley Bridge, New Mills and Glossop.
Groundwater movement is generally by fissure flow.
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Stage A2: Collecting baseline information
Derbyshire Dales Landscape Character
4.23 In partnership with Derbyshire County Council, the Council undertook a systematic appraisal
of the Derbyshire landscape. This appraisal identified 18 different landscape character types in
the Derbyshire Dales which are described in the Table below.
4.24 The Countryside Commission and English Nature (now Natural England) used this approach
for work undertaken on the Countryside Character Initiative in preparing the Character Map of
England. This involved mapping, describing and classifying landscape character across the whole
country. It led to the identification of 159 discrete Regional Landscape Character Areas. Five of
these cover the Derbyshire Dales which is shown in the Map below.
Character map of England - Landscape Character Areas

Derbyshire Landscape Character Type

The Dark Peak

Open Moors
Settled Valley pastures
Enclosed Moors
Riverside Meadows

The White Peak

Limestone Slopes
Plateau Pastures
Limestone Dales

The Derbyshire Peak Fringe and Lower Derwent

Wooded Slopes and Valleys
Wooded Farmlands
Riverside Meadows
Settled Farmlands

The Needwood and South Derbyshire Claylands

Settled Plateau Farmlands
Sandstone Slopes and Heaths
Settled Farmlands
Riverside Meadows
Estate Farmlands

The Trent Valley Washlands

Lowland Village Farmlands
Riverside Meadows

Table 2 Landscape Character Types for Derbyshire Dales
4.25 A landscape character assessment of the whole District has been undertaken in partnership
with Derbyshire County Council and the Countryside Agency. This landscape character assessment
identified 18 different landscape character types across the Derbyshire Dales. The geographical
distribution of each of these landscape types is set out below.
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4.26 The North West of the District, including Matlock and Wirksworth lies within the White Peak
and consists of a gently rolling upland limestone plateau interrupted by steep sided Dales. There
are scattered nucleated villages and occasional isolated farmsteads within a pastoral setting. The
Dales are deeply incised river valleys with steep slopes and extensive amounts of exposed rock.
Some Dales have rivers meandering through them and others are dry at the surface. The main
habitats on the plateau are grasslands associated with dairy farming and rough grazing. This area
has an open aspect and expansive views with dry stonewalls constructed from local limestone
being a central feature of the landscape.

Map 1 Landscape Character of the Derbyshire Dales
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Stage A2: Collecting baseline information
4.27 The White Peak strongly contrasts with the adjacent gritstone landscape of the Dark Peak,
which extends into the northern part of the District, including settlements such as Darley Dale and
Rowsley. Gritstone outcrops and rocky tors tend to dominate the landscape.
4.28 The Peak Fringe and Lower Derwent, situated throughout the central part of the District
surrounds the villages of Hulland Ward and Hognaston, and generally comprises of an undulating
area with river valleys.
4.29 The East of the District is characterised by enclosed moors and heaths with regular field
patterns and attractive wooded slopes and valleys with a network of winding lanes linking dispersed
sandstone farmsteads.
4.30
Much of the South of the District comprises a mixed farming landscape on gentle slopes
that are interrupted by patches of semi natural woodland. Adjacent to the rivers there are broad
flat floodplains occupied by meadows and scattered trees. The extreme south of the District borders
the Trent Valley Washlands that feature lowland village farmlands and riverside and wet pasture
meadows.
High Peak Landscape Character
4.31 There are 9 different landscape character types that have been identified across the High
Peak area, distributed across 2 distinct landscape character areas as is described in the table
below.
Character Map of England, Landscape
Character Areas

High Peak Landscape Character Types

Dark Peak

Open Moors
Moorland Fringe
Enclosed Moorland
Settled Valley Pastures
Riverside Meadows
Urban

White Peak

Plateau Pastures
Limestone Moorland
Limestone Dales

Table 3 Landscape Character types for the High Peak
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Map 2 Landscape Character Types in the High Peak
4.32 The character of High Peak covers two nationally important landscapes namely the Dark
Peak and White Peak, an importance recognised through the designation of surrounding areas
as part of the Peak District National Park.
4.33 The dominant rock deposit of the Borough is the gritstone of the Dark Peak found to the
northern part of the High Peak. The White Peak occurs to the south of the Borough. Buxton
straddles the boundary of the two.
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4.34 The name Dark Peak refers to the underlying geology of Millstone Grit sandstones. Altitude
and exposure are reflected in the landscape character of moorlands and in-bye agricultural land.
Elevated plateaux are wild and open with rolling terrain and steep “V” shaped slopes (cloughs)
punctuated by gritstone edges and rocky torrs. The craggy outcrops of the Dark Peak reinforce
the sense of exposure and wildness.
4.35 Moorland areas are covered by a thick layer of peat, the acidic soil preventing most plants
from growing except heather, bilberry, and cottongrass. These semi-natural moors or “gaits” are
managed for grouse shooting and sheep grazing. As a result woodland regeneration is inhibited,
although areas of ancient oak woodland survive below the edges and in steep sided cloughs.
4.36 The environmental value of the Dark Peak lies in the contrast between extensive wild
moorland and the small-scale domesticated farmland, enclosed by dry stone walls around the
margins.
4.37 In the White Peak, white limestone walls enclose small narrow fields around villages, whilst
larger rectangular fields are found away from settlements; the dominant land use being grassland.
4.38 The character of the area encompasses a limestone plateau with a number of deep limestone
dales. There are isolated copses of woodland on high ground and scrub space along the dales
of outstanding wildlife value. Sycamore is a common species found in broadleaved plantations
and colonised spoil tips. Deciduous semi-natural woodland can also be found in the steep sides
of dales.
4.39 Most dales are ‘dry,’ others hold meandering rivers and streams or are seasonal. Herb-rich
grassland grows along the dale sides. The limestone plateaux contain only a few species-rich
hay meadows of significant ecological importance.
4.40 Within the local plan area, the principal landscape character type is that of settled valley
pasture. This is described as a settled, pastoral farming landscape on gently sloping lower valley
sides, dissected by stream valleys. Dense watercourse trees, scattered boundary trees and tree
groups around settlements contribute to a strongly wooded character.
4.41 Around Buxton there are also the landscape types of Plateau pasture: a gently rolling,
upland limestone plateau characterized by nucleated limestone villages, dry stone walls, a pastoral
land-use with expansive views; and limestone moorland: an undulating highland landscape of
rough grazing and stock rearing, with prominent limestone outcrops and open, expansive views.

15 April 2009 Landscape Character and Natural Resources Topic Paper

Stage A2: Collecting baseline information

4

Woodlands
4.42 Trees, woodlands, forests and hedgerows make a varied and valuable contribution to the
quality of life from urban centres to the open countryside and contribute to the local distinctiveness
of the area.
4.43

High Peak Borough Council has made over 240 tree preservation orders

Map 3 Tree Preservation Orders in the High Peak
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Stage A2: Collecting baseline information
4.44 Derbyshire Dales District Council has designated 166 Tree Preservation Orders across
the area for which it is the local planning authority. There are a further 35 Tree Preservation Orders
that have been designated by Derbyshire County Council.

Map 4 Distribution of Woodland within Derbyshire Dales

17 April 2009 Landscape Character and Natural Resources Topic Paper

Stage A2: Collecting baseline information

4

Agricultural Land Classification in the Core Strategy Area
4.45 There is no Grade 1 agricultural land within the plan area and detailed information on Grade
3a is not currently available.
4.46 Map 5 shows the distribution and quality of agricultural land in the High Peak. This land is
predominantly grade 4 although there are areas of grade 5 land dispersed throughout the area.

Map 5 Agricultural Landuse Classification in the High Peak
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Stage A2: Collecting baseline information
4.47 Map 6 shows the agricultural land-use classification of the Derbyshire Dales. The proportions
of land categorised in each grade are as follows;
Grade 1: 0.0%
Grade 2: 1.8%
Grade 3: 26.5%

Grade 4: 56.7%
Grade 5: 14%

Agricultural Grade Percentage

Map 6 Agricultural Land Classification
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Distribution of previously developed sites
4.48 Although there are over 400 hectares of land identified in the National Land Use Database
(NLUD), much of it is associated with the quarrying and mineral extraction industries, and unsuitable
for re-development because it is situated in isolated, and therefore unsustainable, locations.
4.49 Table 4 below categorises the types of previously developed sites in Derbyshire Dales,
whilst the maps below present the distribution of NLUD previously developed sites within the joint
Core Strategy area.
Land Type

No. of Sites

Area (Hectares)

Vacant Land

4

12.6

Vacant Buildings

1

0.67

Derelict Land Buildings

17

328.7

Previously Developed Land or Buildings in use with planning permission

7

21.24

Previously Developed Land in use with no planning permission but
redevelopment potential

7

4.83

Total

36

367.5

Table 4 NLUD previously developed sites within Derbyshire Dales
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Map 7 Distribution of NLUD previously developed sites within
Derbyshire Dales
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NLUD previously developed sites within High Peak
4.50

Table 5 below categorises the types of previously developed sites in High Peak.

Land type

Number of sites Area (hectares)

Vacant Land

3

6.43

Vacant Buildings

5

1.8

Derelict Land and Buildings

13

36.38

Previously Developed Land or Buildings in use with
planning permission

10

19.93

Previously Developed Land in use with no planning
permission but redevelopment potential

5

3.38

Total

36

67.92

Table 5 NLUD previously developed sites within the High Peak
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Map 8 Distribution of NLUD brownfield sites
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5

5.1 The main sustainability issues identified through this review of baseline evidence are as
follows:
The joint Core Strategy Area contains some of the most important and diverse landscapes
within England. As a consequence the area comprises many significant environmental
designations such as at Derwent Valley Mills World heritage Site and registered Parks and
Gardens of Special Historic Interest.
The Core Strategy Area has a range of landscape character types which all contribute to the
local distinctiveness of the area.
The landscape of the Core Strategy Area offers an important resource for health, leisure, and
tranquility.
Brownfield land constitutes 1% of the plan area of Derbyshire Dales.
There are 36ha of derelict land and buildings in the High Peak.
Trees and hedgerows are subject to continuing loss through pressure of development and
changing agricultural practices.
The Core Strategy area has a significant number of active, worked and dormant quarries.
The Core Strategy area has a number of ancient woodlands.
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Stage A4: Developing the Sustainable Appraisal
Framework
Sustainable development objectives
6.1 In response to the evidence detailed above, it is proposed to use the following sustainable
development objective as part of the Sustainability Appraisal Framework used to asses issues
and options in the Core Strategy.
To protect and enhance the character an appearance of the landscape, as well as the area’s
other natural assets and resources.
6.2 When assessing the performance of issues and options against these objectives, the following
criteria will be used:
Will it protect and enhance landscape quality, character and distinctiveness?
Will it protect areas of highest landscape quality?
Will it improve areas of lower landscape quality?
Will it avoid loss of - and damage to - the best agricultural land?
Will it make use of previously used / brownfield land and buildings?
Will it protect and improve the quality of water resources such as rivers, canals, ponds, wetlands
and groundwater?
Will it conserve and enhance green and open spaces, making the area a more attractive place
to live, visit and do business?
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Stage A4: Developing the Sustainable Appraisal
Framework
Sustainable
Development
Objective

Baseline Information

Trend

To protect and
enhance the
character an
appearance of
the landscape,
as well as the
area’s other
natural assets
and resources.

Landscape character type:

Woodland
cover has
remained
largely static
across the
Core Strategy
area.

Derbyshire Dales 18
High Peak has 9.
Tree Preservation Orders
Derbyshire Dales 166,High Peak 240.
Total Woodland Cover
Derbyshire Dales 3,280 ha (10%),High
Peak: unknown.
Ancient Woodland Cover
Derbyshire Dales 560ha (2%),High Peak
has 18 sites of ancient woodland, totalling
around 103ha.
Previously developed sites
Derbyshire Dales 367 ha (1%),
High Peak 68ha
Soil Resources
Derbyshire Dales
Grade 1- 0
Grade 2 - 1,455 ha (4%)
Grade 3 - 13,430 ha (40%)
Grade 4 - 16,480ha (49%)
Grade 5 - 1,349 ha (4%)
High Peak

6

Indicator /
Target
% of
development
having an
adverse
impact on
landscape
character.
% of
development
completed
on brown
field land.
Number of
planning
permissions
granted
against the
advice of the
Environment
Agency.
Open Space
target to be
taken from
the
forthcoming
Derbyshire
Dales and
High Peak
joint open
space
strategy.
Amount of
development
having an
impact upon
best and
versatile
agricultural
land

Agricultural land is predominantly grade
4, with some areas of grade 5.
Table 6 Summary of Baseline Information
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Stage A4: Developing the Sustainable Appraisal
Framework
Indicators and monitoring data
Sustainable development Detailed criteria
objective
To protect and enhance the
character an appearance of
the landscape, as well as
the area’s other natural
assets and resources.

Will it protect and enhance
landscape quality, character and
distinctiveness?
Will it protect areas of highest
landscape quality?
Will it improve areas of lower
landscape quality?
Will it avoid loss of - and damage
to - the best agricultural land?
Will it make use of previously
used / brownfield land and
buildings?
Will it protect and improve the
quality of water resources such
as rivers, canals, ponds,
wetlands and groundwater?
Will it conserve and enhance
green and open spaces, making
the area a more attractive place
to live, visit and do business?

Existing targets or
indicators
% of development
having an adverse
impact on landscape
character.
% of development
completed on brown
field land.
Number of planning
permissions granted
against the advice of
the Environment
Agency.
Open Space target to
be taken from the
forthcoming Derbyshire
Dales and High Peak
joint open space
strategy.
Amount of
development having an
impact upon best and
versatile agricultural
land

Table 7 Sustainability Appraisal Framework of sustainable development objectives
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