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1

How the sustainability appraisal framework will be
used
1.1 The purpose of a Sustainability Appraisal is to appraise the social, environmental and
economic effects of the proposed strategy and policy options of the Core Strategy. This must be
done at the beginning to ensure that Derbyshire Dales District Council and High Peak Borough
Council can make informed decisions that accord with sustainable development.
1.2 Sustainability objectives are used to test and ask questions for each strategy and policy
option considered in the Core Strategy. The Sustainability Appraisal process has a number of set
stages that must be followed, but can be reconsidered when new information is collected.
1.3 The development of the Sustainability Appraisal for the Derbyshire Dales and High Peak
Core Strategy will follow guidance as set out in “Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial
Strategies and Local development Documents (2005)” published by the Department of Communities
and Local Government.
1.4 This topic paper follows Stage A (Pre-Production – Evidence Gathering) of the guidance
which is undertaken during the pre-production stage of the joint Core Strategy. It sets out the
context and objectives, established baseline information and decides on the scope for biodiversity
and green infrastructure.
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Purpose of this document
2.1 This is one of 12 topic papers which can be read in isolation or together with other topic
papers to gain a wider understanding of the issues facing the areas of Derbyshire Dales District
and High Peak Borough outside the Peak District National Park. The 12 topic papers that have
been produced are on:
Climate Change
Landscape Character and Natural Resources
Air, noise and light pollution
Townscape quality, historic and cultural heritage
Transport and accessibility
Water resources and flood-risk
Biodiversity and green infrastructure
Health and well-being
Leisure and recreation
Community safety and neighbourhood quality
Homes for everyone
Employment and economy
2.2 Each topic paper provides a summary of the evidence base required for the Core Strategy’s
Sustainability Appraisal. They establish a baseline position and identify the key issues that need
to be addressed. This has been achieved by undertaking the following stage of the Sustainability
Appraisal process which has included:
Stage A1 Identifying other relevant policies, plans and programmes
Stage A2 Collecting baseline information
Stage A3 Identifying sustainability issues and problems
Stage A4 Developing the sustainability framework

Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure Topic Paper April 2009 4

2

3

Stage A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans
and programmes
3.1 This section focuses on the most relevant plan and strategies and draws out their key
messages for the Core Strategy and/or Sustainability Appraisal process. The plans and strategies
identified and used are:

National
Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and
flora (EC Habitats Directive) transposed into national law by Conservation (Natural Habitats
etc) Regulations 1994 (as amended).
Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the Conservation of wild birds (EC Birds Directive)
implemented in national law by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and the Conservation
(Natural Habitats etc) Regulations 1994 (as amended).
Securing the Future - UK Government Sustainable Development Strategy (2005)
Working with the grain of nature: a biodiversity strategy for England, Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 2002
Working with the grain of nature – Taking it Forward: Volume I, Full report on progress under
the England Biodiversity Strategy 2002 – 2006, DEFRA
The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) 1994
Biodiversity: The UK Action Plan -Volume II: Action Plans
Life-Support - Incorporating Biodiversity into Community Strategies (DEFRA, 2004)
England Biodiversity Strategy - Towards adaptation to climate change, (DEFRA, May 2007)
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006, Section 40: The Biodiversity Duty
Guidance for Local Authorities on Implementing the Biodiversity Duty. Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 2007
Planning for Biodiversity and Geological Conservation: A Guide to Good Practice, (ODPM,
Defra, English Nature, March 2006)
Circular 06/05: Biodiversity and Geographical Conservation - Statutory Obligations and Their
Impact Within the Planning System 2005
Biodiversity by Design: A guide for sustainable communities, Town & Country Planning
Association Guide, September 2004
Planning Policy Statement 1: Delivering sustainable development, (DCLG 2005)
Supplement to Planning Policy Statement 1: Planning and Climate Change, (DCLG 2007)
Planning Policy Statement 7: Sustainable development in rural areas, (DCLG 2004)
Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation, (DCLG 2005)
The Essential Role of Green Infrastructure: Eco-towns Green Infrastructure Worksheet, Advice
to Promoters and Planners, Town & Country Planning Association, (September 2008)

Regional
Putting Wildlife Back on The Map - A Biodiversity Strategy for the East Midlands 2006
East Midlands Green Infrastructure Scoping Study: Final Report. TEP, IBIS Environmental &
Design Consultants and Alison Millward Associates, for the East Midlands Regional Assembly
and partners, 2005
Natural England: State of the Natural Environment, East Midlands 2008
East Midlands Regional Plan (March 2009)
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Stage A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans
and programmes
Local
A Living Landscape - Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) for the Peak District
Lowland Derbyshire Biodiversity Action Plan
A Living Landscape - Growing Together - Peak District BAP mid-term review 2001 - 2007
West Derbyshire and High Peak Greenway Strategy 2006
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust - Derbyshire Dales Annual Monitoring Report of Changes in the area
of priority BAP habitats and wildlife sites covering the period April 2007 to March 2008.
Derbyshire County Council - Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2007
Greenways Strategy (Derbyshire County Council 2007)
Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study for Peak sub-region, Knight, Kavanagh & Page
2009

Key Messages
3.2 The plans and strategies identified above have been reviewed. The table below sets out
the messages and issues contained in these documents that are considered most relevant for the
Core Strategy.
Message / Issue

Source document(s)

A project can only be permitted if it is shown that EC Habitats Directive
no adverse effects will be caused for the The South
Pennine Moors Special Area of Conservation
(SCA), or the Peak District Dales SAC.
A project can only be permitted if it is shown that
no adverse effects will be caused for the Peak
District Moors (Southern Pennine Moors) Special
Protection Area or to the wild birds that use the
area.

EC Birds Directive

Reduce significantly the current rate of biodiversity Securing the Future
loss by 2010.
Bring 95% of Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) in England into favourable condition by
2010.

Securing the Future

Embed biodiversity in all sectors of policy and
decision making, including Corporate Strategies.

Working with the Grain of Nature - Taking
it Forward
England Biodiversity Strategy - Towards
Adaptation to Climate Change
Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act 2006
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Stage A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans
and programmes
Message / Issue

Source document(s)

Make biodiversity part of the development of policy Working with the Grain of Nature - Taking
on sustainable communities; include beneficial
it Forward
biodiversity and geological features within new
England Biodiversity Strategy - Towards
designs for building and open spaces.
Adaptation to Climate Change
PPS9
Biodiversity by Design
Encourage management of farming and agricultural Working with the Grain of Nature - Taking
land so as to conserve and enhance biodiversity, it Forward
promote beneficial land management for
Securing the Future
biodiversity.
Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act 2006
BAP for the Peak District
Support the sustainable use of water and wetlands; Working with the Grain of Nature - Taking
create wetland habitats as part of flood
it Forward
management and SUDs.
England Biodiversity Strategy - Towards
Adaptation to Climate Change
Manage and extend woodland to promote
Working with the Grain of Nature - Taking
enhanced biodiversity and quality of life; protect
it Forward
ancient, semi-natural woodland, veteran trees and
Putting Wildlife Back on the Map
other woodlands of acknowledged importance.
East Midlands Regional Plan
Protect, maintain and enhance biodiversity and
geological conservation interests; with the highest
level of protection provided for our most valued
landscapes and environmental
resources; conserve and manage SSSIs and local
wildlife sites.

Working with the Grain of Nature - Taking
it Forward
UK Biodiversity Action Plan
England Biodiversity Strategy - Towards
Adaptation to Climate Change
PPS9
PPS7
Putting Wildlife Back on the Map
East Midlands Regional Plan
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Stage A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans
and programmes
Message / Issue

Source document(s)
BAP for the Peak District

Promote the recovery of declining species and
Working with the Grain of Nature - Taking
habitats; restore degraded Wildlife Sites and
it Forward
geological conservation interests; create new areas
UK Biodiversity Action Plan
for wildlife.
PPS9
Putting Wildlife Back on the Map
Use the benefits of access to biodiversity in the
delivery of services to the public such as social
care, community development, health and
recreation.

Life-Support - Incorporating Biodiversity into
Community Strategies
Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act 2006
Putting Wildlife Back on the Map
East Midlands Regional Plan
BAP for the Peak District

Enable opportunities for everyone to enjoy the
Securing the Future
natural environment, including through community Life-Support - Incorporating Biodiversity into
action and volunteering.
Community Strategies
Conserve and enhance urban and post-industrial
biodiversity.

Putting wildlife back on the map

Ensure up-to-date biodiversity data is available to Working with the Grain of Nature - Taking
act as a basis for planning decisions and DPDs,
it Forward
raise awareness of biodiversity through community
UK Biodiversity Action Plan
engagement and education programmes.
England Biodiversity Strategy - Towards
Adaptation to Climate Change
Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act 2006
PPS9
Putting Wildlife Back on the Map
BAP for the Peak District
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Stage A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans
and programmes
Message / Issue

Source document(s)

Identify and support ways that biodiversity can add Life-Support - Incorporating Biodiversity Into
to the local economy, for example through tourism Community Strategies
related to the quality of the natural environment;
PPS7
provide appropriate leisure opportunities to enable
urban and rural dwellers to enjoy the wider
countryside.
Encourage a diverse countryside where wildlife is
an integral part of the landscape.

BAP for the Peak District

Retain local genetic distinctiveness and grazing
regimes.

BAP for the Peak District

Identify and deliver the green infrastructure needed The Essential Role Of Green Infrastructure
to enable the amount, type and distribution of
Putting Wildlife Back On The Map
development proposed for the area.
Green Infrastructure in the East Midlands
East Midlands Regional Plan
Promote the dispersal of species through provision England Biodiversity Strategy - Towards
of a network of corridors and stepping stones for Adaptation To Climate Change
wildlife; create a diverse mosaic of linked habitats. BAP for the Peak District
Create a strategic network of multi-user routes /
greenways for walkers, cyclists, horse-riders and
others.

West Derbyshire and High Peak Greenway
Strategy

Table 1 Key messages for Core Strategy
3.3 Baseline evidence relating to Derbyshire Dales and the High Peak has been compiled for
each of these issues and is presented below with a national and regional overview provided for
context.
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National Overview
4.1 Biodiversity is the variety of life on earth. It includes not only the variety of individual species
but also the genetic diversity within species and the range of ecosystems that support them.
4.2 The UK Biodiversity Action Plan, published in 1994, sets out a programme for the conservation
of the UK’s biodiversity and led to the production of 436 action plans to achieve the recovery of
many of the UK’s most threatened species and habitats.
4.3 A review of the UK BAP priority list in 2007 led to the identification of 1,149 species and 65
habitats that meet the BAP criteria at UK level. Priorities for England will be published in 2008
under Section 41 of the NERC Act 2006.
4.4 Assessment of progress with implementation of the UK BAP Habitat and Species Action
Plans takes place every three years.
4.5
The UK Government has committed to two important international targets to protect
biodiversity:
In 2001: biodiversity decline should be halted by 2010.
In 2002: to achieve, by 2010, a significant reduction of the current rate of biodiversity loss at
the global, regional and national level.
4.6 A suite of biodiversity indicators for the UK was first published in June 2007. The indicators
show changes in aspects of biodiversity such as the population size of important species or the
area of land managed for wildlife.
4.7 The indicators show some improvements since 2000, including in UK BAP priority species,
the extent of protected areas and sustainable fisheries. However populations of farmland and
woodland birds, populations of habitat specialist butterflies and plant diversity in open habitats,
woodlands and boundary habitats have shown long-term deterioration.
4.8
Green Infrastructure (GI) is a planned network of multi-functional green-space and
interconnecting links that is designed, developed and managed to meet the environmental,
social and economic needs of communities.
4.9 The principles of GI have to be integrated into Local Development Frameworks in order to
help achieve truly sustainable communities.

Regional Overview
(i)

4.10 The East Midlands has the poorest biodiversity of all the English regions . The areas of
highest biodiversity are within the Peak District and along the Lincolnshire Coast.

i

Sustainability Appraisal of the draft East Midlands Regional Plan 2006
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4.11 The region's key wildlife habitats include lowland wood pasture and parkland, lowland hay
meadows, saltmarsh and mudflats. The region's rivers support internationally important wetland
habitats and former industrial sites now represent some of the best sites for limestone grassland,
(ii)
dragonflies and ground-nesting birds .
4.12

Nationally important species supported in the region include:
Mammals: common seal, water vole
Birds: skylark, gadwall, golden plover
Amphibians: great crested newt
Fish: spined loach
Insects: marsh moth, bast bark beetle
Plants: cornflower, sea lavender
(iii)

4.13 The region has seen a very significant decline in biodiversity partly as a result of the
heavy intensification of agriculture since the Second World War. This decline has been at a faster
rate than almost anywhere else in Britain. Agricultural grassland has experienced a long-term
reduction and lowland herb-rich grassland has declined drastically. There have also been significant
declines in numbers of farmland and woodland birds (eg wood warbler, redstart) and wetland birds
(eg snipe).
4.14 The East Midlands region has 392 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), covering an
area of 165,000ha. Close to 40% (62,046ha) is located in The Wash which is largely marine. In
(iv)
every county but Derbyshire, less than 2% of the land is designated as terrestrial SSSI .
4.15 89% of the region’s SSSI land is in favourable condition. A major contribution has been
made by working with water companies and tenant farmers in the Peak District to address
overgrazing and drainage and improve the condition of blanket bogs.
4.16 The region has 7,982ha of woodland in SSSI. There are important semi-natural woodland
complexes in the ancient forests of Sherwood (Nottinghamshire), the Bardney Limewoods
(Lincolnshire), Rockingham Forest (Northamptonshire), Leighfield Forest (Leicestershire).
4.17 The East Midlands has some of the most productive agricultural systems and soils in the
country. Despite this, 66% of all available agricultural land is now in environmental land
management agreements. Of the 7,158ha of permissive access under the agri-environment
schemes nationally, 1,253ha or 17.5% can be found in the East Midlands.
4.18 The Peak District National Park receives 22 million visits each year, almost one third of all
visits to national parks in England.
4.19 The region has 14 National Nature Reserves (NNRs) covering an area of 4,000ha. Between
them, they received 1.6 million visits in 2005/6. Over 200,000 people visit Derbyshire Dales NNRs,
including a “spotlight” NNR in Lathkill Dale.
ii
iii
iv

Towards an atlas of biodiversity in the East Midlands (Environment Agency and Leicestershire
County Council 2004
Putting Wildlife Back on the Map, 2006
Natural England: State of the Natural Environment 2008
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4.20 The East Midlands has 18,000km of public rights of way, 625 km of navigable waterway
and 121 Local Nature Reserves, many around built-up areas.
4.21 More urban growth is planned in the East Midlands than in any other English region, with
175,000 new homes planned across Northamptonshire and around Derby, Leicester, Nottingham,
Newark, Lincoln & Grantham. Green infrastructure strategies are to be developed for the growth
points, particularly the three cities sub-regional growth point, to recreate biodiversity and provide
new opportunities for people to access the natural environment close to where they live, so helping
combat low levels of physical activity and high levels of obesity.

Derbyshire Dales & High Peak
Biodiversity
4.22 High Peak Borough Council is a partner organisation helping to deliver the Peak District
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP). This BAP was launched in 2001 to set out priorities for wildlife
conservation through to 2010. Derbyshire Dales District Council contributes to the Lowland
Derbyshire Biodiversity Partnership.
4.23 The Peak District Biodiversity Action Plan Mid-term review 2001-2007 "A living landscape
- growing together" identifies progress towards targets and the way forward.
4.24 Currently around 5130ha of upland ashwoods and oak/birch-woods occur in the Peak
District, equating to 2.8% of the land area. Key issues remaining to be addressed include:
The control of grazing in ancient woodland in the Dark Peak;
The control of non-native species in ancient woodland;
The reversion of Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS) to semi-natural woodland;
Identifying oak/birch-wood expansion opportunities;
Identifying existing wet woodland and veteran trees and securing their sustainable
management.
4.25 Across the Peak District, BAP grasslands constitute approximately 20,000ha of land area.
These sites are highly vulnerable to management changes that can have significant - and very
rapid - impact on their biodiversity interest.
4.26

Key issues remaining to be addressed include:
Limited availability of Higher Level Environmental Stewardship Scheme (HLS) funding to help
secure favourable management;
Assessing the condition of grasslands not designated as SSSIs.

4.27 Wetland sites are limited in the Peak District and mostly comprise small areas of mire, fen
or swamp in the lower reaches of river valleys. The Etherow is known to support water voles.
Ponds in the White Peak are mainly dewponds dating from the nineteenth century, while Dark
Peak ponds are more often millponds and farm ponds.
4.28

Key issues remaining to be addressed include:
Controlling water quality as a result of agricultural and industrial run-off and high silt levels;
Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure Topic Paper April 2009 12
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Bankside management, especially inappropriate grazing;
Forward planning for the impacts of climate change.
4.29 Almost 23% of the Peak District supports moorland habitats which are of international
importance for their wildlife. These habitats continue to be threatened by problems of erosion, air
pollution, over-grazing, fire and previous drainage. The likely impact of climate change, with
increased fire risk and decrease in conditions favourable to blanket bog pose further threats to
moorland habitats. Key issues to address are:
Continued restoration of bare and eroding peat;
Ensuring sustainable grazing and burning;
Continuing hydrological restoration work.
4.30 Progress towards BAP species targets has been mixed. Work on a number of major rivers
has helped to stabilise and increase water vole populations. The spread of crayfish plague is
thought to have left the population of white-clawed crayfish on the verge of extinction locally. A
moorland birds survey in 2004 suggests that most species have maintained fairly stable populations
since 1990. However concerns remain over the decline in farmland birds, particularly curlew,
snipe and lapwing.
4.31 The Lowland Derbyshire Local Biodiversity Action Plan 2008 - 2010 identifies issues and
targets, which covers the Derbyshire Dales.
4.32 Currently there are 3360.96 ha of woodland in the Lowland Derbyshire Biodiversity Action
Plan Area. It is estimated that 2,000 ha of woodland has been planted in Lowland Derbyshire since
1980. This has been achieved through land reclamation and restoration. Key issues that remain
to be addressed include:
Additional funding is required for partner land owners and private landowners, especially
ancient woodland owners;
Specific woodland management and grant aid advice for woodland owners;
Continuation of the Great Trees of Derbyshire Project;
The resource of woodland planted since 1980 needs quantifying;
Woodland planting will continue to be carried out on mineral extraction sites.
4.33 Across Lowland Derbyshire there is 439.85 ha of grassland and heathland. A number of
projects are currently being carried out including:
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust's Value in Meadows Project is currently working with grassland
owners to secure positive management within the Peak Fringe and Lower Derwent Natural
Areas.
The Derbyshire Road Verge Reserves Project - suitably species-rich road verges have been
identified and management prescriptions have been drawn up.
4.34

Key issues to be addressed include:
Funding for the Value meadows project and the "wild about grassland" project is limited and
additional resources will be required;
A further 15 sites for the Derbyshire Road Verge Project need to be identified and managed.
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4.35 There is 194.62 has of wetland across Lowland Derbyshire. Significant progress has been
achieved on favourable condition in SSSIs. The management of wetland habitats has been
successful amongst landowners. Ponds have been created through the national Forest Tender
Scheme. Key issues remaining to be addressed include additional funding for wetland management,
restoration and creation.
4.36 Survey and monitoring work will continue to ensure that habitat management advice from
the BAP Partnership is focused and effective.
Green infrastructure
4.37 An assessment of the extent and quality of green infrastructure within Derbyshire Dales
(v)
and the High Peak was carried out at the end of 2008 .
4.38 The High Peak has a total of 957km Public Rights of Way (PROW) network and Derbyshire
Dales has 1,664km. Although this represents significant coverage, there is limited bridleway
provision. Bridleways make up only 14% of the PROW network in the High Peak and even less
(9%) of the Derbyshire Dales network.
4.39 The study found that usage of foot and cycle paths by residents of the Peak sub-region is
moderate with almost a third using these green corridors. Despite overall usage being moderate,
73% of those who do use foot and cycle paths in the region do so at least once a week. The
remaining 5% did not know/use foot and cycle paths.
4.40 In 2004 a survey was sent out to the 8,000 members of the Citizens Panel across the
county of Derbyshire to feed into the Derbyshire Rights of Way Improvement Plan (RoWIP).
4.41 Results from the survey showed that walking/rambling is a popular pastime for residents.
In High Peak and Derbyshire Dales 53% and 58.1% respectively, of panel members said they use
paths at least once a week.
4.42 Consultation highlights a need for better use of the PROW network to improve non-car
based linkages to local facilities and services such as schools, work places and open spaces.
4.43 A number of highly promoted and well-used routes pass through the Peak Region. These
include National Cycle Route 68 (Pennine Bridleway/Trans Pennine Trail) and 54 (High Peak
Trail). These link settlements and the countryside and attract users from outside the Peak Region.
There is potential to develop the Pennine Bridleway route through and around the Glossop area,
where there is considered to be a gap in the network. Consultation also identified an opportunity
to open an area around Gamesley Railway sidings (off Glossop Road) if negotiations with the
landowner prove successful.
4.44 Consultation identifies that PROW users consider the limited bridleway network in the Peak
Region to be fragmented, impeding usage. There is demand for the connectivity of the bridleway
network to be improved through upgrade and re-designation of intersecting footpaths to bridleway
status. Users express desire for priority to be given to those footpaths that, if upgraded to bridleway

v

PPG17 Open Space, Sport and Recreation study, Open Spaces Assessment Report for Peak
sub-region, KKP 2009.
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status, would create off-road circular horse riding and off road cycling provision and linkages, for
which there is identified demand. Improvements to the bridleway network should be initiated and
guided via implementation of the Derbyshire Rights of Way Improvement Plan (RoWIP).
4.45 Provision of footpaths is felt to be sufficient in terms of quantity. However, as with bridleways,
there is user demand for the network to be better connected with improved linkages, particularly
to create off-road circular routes and routes that reach a destination and link settlements. This is
one of the main concerns expressed by users and there is demand for this to be a priority.
4.46 Consultation suggests that there is demand for greater promotion of green corridors through
better signage and waymarking on the ground in order to provide a more connected, accessible
network. The Derwent Valley Heritage Way is a good example of how a well-managed,
well-publicised public right of way can be beneficial to the area and be well used as a tourist
attraction.
4.47 More than three quarters of the respondents think that the availability of footpaths and
cycle paths in the Peak Region is good, 71% of which are residents. Visitors have a slightly higher
opinion of availability and 94% feel it is good/very good. Of those who don’t know about the
availability of the green corridors, just over 25% are females over the age of 60, indicating a need
to raise awareness within this group.
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4.48 The Maps presented below show leisure routes and cycles routes in the Core Strategy
Area. There are currently eleven long distance and local trails protected within the High Peak Local
Plan (2005) which are shown in map 1.
Glossop Trail
Goyt Way
High Peak Trail
Midshires Way

Peak Forest Tramway
Pennine Bridleway
Pennine Cycleway

Sett Valley Trail
Trans Pennine Trail
Warmbrook Footpath

Map 1 Long Distance and Local Trails in the High Peak
Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure Topic Paper April 2009 16
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4.49 There are five established leisure routes and trails that are currently protected within the
Derbyshire Dales Local Plan as follows and shown on Map 2.
The Pennie Bridleway – A 206 mile national trail for horse riders, cyclists and walkers, that
runs from Kirkby Stephen in Cumbria with a proposed terminus for horse riders at Hartington
and a proposed terminus for cyclists and walkers at Middleton Top.
Derwent Valley Heritage Way – A long distance multi-user trail following the River Derwent
from Ladybower Reservoir to its confluence with the River Trent near Shadlow.
Ashbourne Scenic Heritage Trail centered on the Henmore Valley and historic town centre.
Wirksworth Scenic Heritage Trail – linking the town centre with the High Peak Trail.
National Stone Centre, Wirksworth.
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Map 2 Leisure Routes and Trails in the Derbyshire Dales
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Map 3 Existing and Proposed Cycle Routes in the Derbyshire Dales
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Protected sites
4.50 There are eight Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) in the High Peak Plan area:
Toddbrook Reservoir, Combs Reservoir, Waterswallows Quarry, Duchy Quarry, Poole’s Cavern
and Grinlow Wood, Wye Valley, Dark Peak and Goyt Valley. The latter three sites cross the
boundary with the Peak District National Park.

Map 4 Distribution of SItes of Special Scientific Interest in the High
Peak
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4.51

The condition of each SSSI in the High Peak is presented in the table below:

SSSI

% of area
favourable

% of area
unfavourable
recovering

% area
unfavourable no
change

% area unfavourable
declining

% area destroyed /
part destroyed

100

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

0

Waterswallows Quarry

100

0

0

0

0

Duchy Quarry

100

0

0

0

0

Poole's Cavern and
Grinlow Wood

100

0

0

0

0

Wye Valley

57.89

39.64

2.38

0.08

0

Dark Peak

4.68

78.88

11.94

4.5

0

Goyt Valley

3.15

96.85

0

0

0

Toddbrook Reservoir
Combs Reservoir

Table 2 Condition of SSSIs in the High Peak
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4.52 Within the Derbyshire Dales local planning authority area, English Nature has designated
17 Sites of Special Scientific Interest under section 28 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
covering 516 hectares (1.5%) of the District's overall land area. The Location of the SSSIs are
presented in Map 3.

Map 5 Distribution of Sites of Special Scientific Interest in the
Derbyshire Dales
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4.53

The condition of each SSSI in the Derbyshire Dales is presented in the table below:
SSSI

% Favourable

% Unfavourable/

% Unfavourable/

% Destroyed/

Condition

Recovering

Declining

Part Destroyed

Bage Mine

100

0

0

0

Baileycroft Quarry

81.8

18.82

0

0

Bees Nest &
Green Clay Pits

56.2

43.78

0

0

Cawdaw Quarry

0

100

0

0

Clough Woods

12.5

12.81

12.01

0

Colehill Quarries

100

0

0

0

Cromford Canal

18.2

34.8

0

0

Dale Quarry

100

0

0

0

Eastern Peak District Moors

30.8

31.27

10.76

0

Gang Mine

100

0

0

0

Hipley Hill

41

58.91

0

0

Hulland Moss

0

100

0

0

Kirkham's Silica Sandpit

100

0

0

0

Masson Hill

66

17.83

1.58

0

Matlock Woods

0

100

0

0

Rose End Meadows

38.1

6.26

37.64

2.44

Via Gellia Woodlands

37.9

15.36

9.76

0

Table 3 Condition of SSSIs in the Derbyshire Dales
4.54 The High Peak Plan area includes part of three Nature conservation sites of international
importance, designated either as a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the EC Directive on the
conservation of wild birds, or as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) under the European Union’s
Habitats Directive.
4.55 The South Pennine Moors SAC includes the Dark Peak and Goyt Valley SSSIs. The
protected habitats include blanket bog and old sessile oak woods. The Peak District Dales SAC
includes the Wye Valley SSSI. The protected habitat is principally dry grasslands and scrublands
on limestone.
4.56 Both Dark Peak and Goyt Valley SSSIs are also components of the Peak District Moor
(South Pennine Moors Phase 1) SPA. The SPA is important for breeding waders, raptors and
other upland species.
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4.57 The condition of 83.56% of the area of the Dark Peak SSSI is classed as favourable or
unfavourable, recovering. For Goyt Valley SSSI this percentage is 100% and for Wye Valley SSSI
it is 97.53%.

Map 6 Distribution of Special Protection Areas, Special Areas of
Conservation and Wildlife Sites in the High Peak
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4.58 There are five Special Areas of Conservation present in the Derbyshire Dales, including
The Peak District Dales; Gang Mine; Via Gellia Woodlands; Bees Nest & Green Clay Pitts and
South Pennine Moors. The last three SACs named are also Protected SSSIs.
4.59 The Special Areas of Conservation in the Derbyshire Dales are identified on the following
map.

Map 7 Distribution of Special Areas of Conservation in the
Derbyshire Dales
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4.60 Derbyshire Wildlife Trust has provided monitoring data relating to priority BAP habitats in
the Local Plan area. At March 2006, the High Peak had 338ha of semi-natural grassland - an
increase of 6.2ha on April 2005. The area also had 250ha of Upland heathland and 3.94ha of
fens.
4.61 The Priority Biodiversity Action Plan Habitats data for the Derbyshire Dales at March 2008
is presented in the table below.
Type of Habitat

Area (Ha)

Lowland Meadow

243

Lowland Dry Acid Grassland

64

Lowland Calcareous Grassland

232

Lowland Heathland

197

Fens

16.36

Eutrophic Water - Ponds

354

- Lakes

1115

Table 4 BAP Habitats in the Derbyshire Dales at March 2008
4.62 There are seven statutory Local Nature Reserves in the High Peak Plan area: the Brookfield
(CPA) Pond at Whaley Bridge; Watford Lodge, Goytside Meadows, and Mousley Bottom in New
Mills; Bluebell Wood in Hayfield; Stubbins Park in Chinley and Ferneydale Grassland in Buxton.
4.63 Watford Lodge supports a mosaic of wetland habitats as well as areas of willow carr
woodland. Goytside Meadow contains a variety of grassland, scrub and lowland swamp which
together support a high diversity of plant species. CPA pond is a small mill-pond with surrounding
secondary woodland. Bluebell wood is a small area of mature woodland with a wide range of
birds, abundant bluebells and a number of wetland plant species. Stubbins Park is a traditionally
managed hay meadow and Ferneydale Grassland is a species-rich, limestone grassland with
stream and pond.
4.64 The areas designated as Local Nature Reserves in the Derbyshire Dales are presented in
the following map.
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Map 8 Distribution of Local Nature Reserves in the Derbyshire
Dales
4.65 Derbyshire Wildlife Trust has provided monitoring data relating to change in areas designated
for their intrinsic environmental value - based on non-statutory Derbyshire Wildlife Sites. At August
2006, the High Peak Local plan area had 942.73ha designated for their environmental value. This
represented a loss of 1.03ha since 2005, with the difference arising from boundary corrections.
At March 2008, Derbyshire Dales had 1487.78ha designated for their intrinsic environmental value,
which represented a loss of 8.09ha since, 2007. The difference arose from agricultural
improvements.
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4.66 The High Peak has 116 Local Wildlife sites, with 35 of them having received positive
management since 2003. The location of sites is shown on map 6 above.
4.67 The Derbyshire Wildlife Trust identifies 196 sites as being of county or local importance
for nature conservation in the Derbyshire Dales local planning authority area measuring a total of
some 1,227 hectares (3.6%). A number of these sites were previously derelict or despoiled and
have naturally regenerated themselves. The location and distribution of these areas are identified
on Map 9 below.

Map 9 Distribution of Wildlife Sites in the Derbyshire Dales
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Stage A3: Identifying sustainability issues and
problems
5.1 The main sustainability issues identified through this review of baseline evidence are as
follows:
Work towards achieving BAP targets through maintenance of the wildlife sites system and an
expansion of Local Nature Reserves network in the sub-region.
Promote effective land-management of sites in Council ownership to support biodiversity.
Use planning consents to protect and enhance biodiversity.
Identify opportunities to expand oak and birch-woodlands.
Consider and plan for the impacts of climate change on species and habitats.
Make better use of the PROW network to improve non-car based linkages to local facilities
and services such as schools, work places and open spaces. Create off-road circular routes
and routes that reach a destination and link settlements.
Develop the Pennine Bridleway route through and around the Glossop area, where there is
considered to be a gap in the network.
Promote green corridors through better sign-posting and way-marking on the ground in order
to provide a more connected, accessible network.
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Sustainable development objectives
6.1 In response to the evidence detailed above, it is proposed to use the following sustainable
development objectives as part of the Sustainability Appraisal Framework used to assess issues
and options in the Core Strategy.
To protect and enhance favourable conditions on SSSIs, SPAs, SACs and other wildlife
sites.
To protect and enhance biodiversity, geo-diversity and to support the development of linked
green spaces.
6.2 When assessing the performance of issues and options against these objectives, the following
criteria will be used:
Will it protect and promote effective management of SPAs and SACs in the Core Strategy
area and its surrounds?
Will it help to protect and enhance other designated sites e.g. SSSIs, County Wildlife Sites,
LNRs etc?
Will it help to deliver the findings of the Appropriate Assessment?
Will it conserve and enhance habitats in the Biodiversity Action Plan?
Will it maintain or enhance (rural and urban) tree cover?
Will it conserve and enhance species diversity and in particular avoid harm to protected
species?
Will it protect geo-diversity?
Will it improve the ecological quality and character of open spaces?
Will it help to provide links between green spaces or help to deliver/support other green
infrastructure?
Sustainable
development
objective
To protect and
enhance
favourable
conditions on
SSSIs, SPAs,
SACs and other
wildlife sites.

Baseline information

The South Pennine
Moors SAC includes
the Dark Peak and
Goyt Valley SSSIs.
The protected habitats
include blanket bog
and old sessile oak
woods. The condition
of 83.56% of the area
of the Dark Peak and
100% of the Goyt
Valley SSSIs is
classed as favourable
or unfavourable
recovering.

Trend

The main threat to
Peak District Dales
SAC is inappropriate
grazing management.
This has resulted in
neglect, invasion by
scrub, and some
over-grazing leading to
the loss of species.
The South Pennine
Moors SAC is used by
large numbers of
people for recreational
activities. Access
management is a key

Indicator / target

Condition of
Natura 2000
sites.
Government
priority to
bring 95% of
SSSIs in
England into
favourable
condition by
2010.
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Sustainable
development
objective

To protect and
enhance
biodiversity,
geo-diversity and
to support the
development of
linked green
spaces.

Baseline information

Trend

The Peak District
Dales SAC includes
the Wye Valley SSSI.
The protected habitat
is principally dry
grasslands and
scrublands on
limestone. The
condition of 97.53% of
the area of the Wye
Valley SSSI is classed
as favourable or
unfavourable
recovering.
Both Dark Peak and
Goyt Valley SSSIs are
also components of the
Peak District Moor
(South Pennine Moors
Phase 1) SPA. The
SPA is important for
breeding waders,
raptors and other
upland species.

issue. Atmospheric
pollution over the last
few hundred years has
depleted lichen and
bryophytes and may
be affecting dwarf
shrubs. Large areas of
blanket bog have
become de-vegetated
and eroded in this way,
in combination with
over-grazing, burning,
drainage and local
trampling.
This area is also the
Peak District Moors
SPA where breeding
birds are declining on
both open moorland
and enclosed rough
grazing land.

The Peak District has
5130ha of upland
ashwoods and
oak/birch-woods and
20,000ha of BAP
grasslands.
Almost 23% of the
Peak District is
moorland habitat of
international
importance for wildlife.
Consultation highlights
a need to develop the
PROW network to
improve non-car
access to local
facilities and services.
There is demand for
greater promotion of

Progress towards BAP
species targets has
been mixed. Water
vole population has
increased but
white-clawed crayfish
have declined. Most
moorland bird species
have maintained fairly
stable populations
since 1990; but
concerns remain over
the decline in farmland
birds.
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NI197
Improved
local
biodiversity
-proportion
of Local
Wildlife Sites
where
positive
conservation
management
has been or
is being
implemented.
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Framework
Sustainable
development
objective

Baseline information

Trend

6

Indicator / target

green corridors
through better signage
and way-marking.
Table 5 Summary of Baseline Information

Indicators and monitoring data
Sustainable development Detailed criteria
objective

Existing targets or
indicators

To protect and enhance
favourable conditions on
SSSIs, SPAs, SACs and
other wildlife sites

Condition of Natura 2000
sites.

Will it protect and promote effective
management of SPAs and SACs in
the Core Strategy area and its
surrounds?
Will it help to protect and enhance
other designated sites e.g. SSSIs,
County Wildlife Sites, LNRs etc?

To protect and enhance
biodiversity, geo-diversity
and to support the
development of linked
green space

Will it conserve and enhance habitats N197 Improved local
in the Biodiversity Action Plan?
biodiversity- Proportion of
Local Wildlife Sites where
Will it maintain or enhance (rural and positive conservation
urban) tree cover?
management has been or
is being implemented.
Will it conserve and enhance species
diversity and in particular avoid harm
to protected species?
Will it protect geo-diversity?
Will it improve the ecological quality
and character of open spaces?
Will it help provide links between
green spaces or help to deliver/
support other green infrastructure?

Table 6 Framework of sustainable development objectives
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