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1. Sudbury in Context

CONTEXT OF THE CONSERVATION
AREA

centrally within the plan area and south of this
settlement are a number of small attractive villages
and hamlets interspersed with attractive rural
countryside. Many of these villages and hamlets
have historic or architectural merit and much of the
area has fine landscape and wildlife habitat.

Derbyshire is a county of contrasts, in its
topography – the grandeur of the Peaks in the
north; rolling countryside to the east of the County
to flatter, less eventful scenery further south. The
region boasts stone cottages in the north and northwest, brick houses in the south; agriculture in the
south and pasture and bare moors in the north.
Industrial regions lie along the margins of the
County whilst the central area of the County is
generally the ‘tourist’ area, where travellers visit
Dovedale, Derwent Dale, Millers Dale, the Hope
Valley, Matlock, Buxton and the High Peak.

Sudbury Village is located in the far south of the
Derbyshire Dales District (Fig.1), close to the
boundary with the City of Derby. It also lies on the
west side of the County and close to the border
with Staffordshire. There are two conservation areas
located this far to the south of the Derbyshire Dales
District, - Somersal Herbert and Sudbury.
The village is approached from Ashbourne via the
A515 to the north. The A50 (Uttoxeter to Derby)
cuts a swathe through land to the north of the
village, being a continuation of the Doveridge
bypass.

The dividing line between brick (and before brick
became popular timber framing) and stone runs
roughly west to east a few miles north of Derby.
Apart from areas of Carboniferous and Magnesian
limestone, the majority of the geology is sandstone Carboniferous and Triassic (New Red). Most of the
New Red sandstone is Keuper but there is a narrow
strip of Bunter sandstone around Derby and
Ashbourne. In the south of the County the Keuper
Marl yields clays well suited to the manufacture of
bricks and tiles.

Sudbury Village is a relatively small and compact
village constructed predominantly in red brick with
red tiled roofs. Its current population is in the
region of 976 although this refers to 446 in
households and 530 in communal establishments
(mostly related to Sudbury Prison). It has a thriving
small community comprising of a village pub, with
an associated ‘green’ picnic/social area; a post
office/store; a primary school; a bowling club; a
butchers shop; an active Parish Council; a doctors
surgery and of course Sudbury Hall which attracts
many visitors each year to both the principal
building, as well as the Museum of Childhood and
the attractive gardens and associated parkland.

The small towns and villages in the centre of the
County, away from the large towns have managed
on the whole to escape ‘improvement’ and major
development and as such remain almost completely
unspoilt. This is partly due to the fact that many
villages, including Sudbury, have remained in Estate
ownership and as such major alterations to
buildings and sites have been limited.

The village was designated a Conservation Area in
February 1969 (Fig.2) and many of the buildings are
listed buildings (Appendix 1).

The County does not possess many ‘grand’
churches but does possess a wealth of grand houses
such as Haddon, Hardwick; Bolsover, Chatsworth,
Kedleston and Sudbury.
Derbyshire Dales covers an area of approximately
79,000 hectares (307 square miles). The area
comprises some of the most diverse and scenically
beautiful areas in Britain. The Peak District
National Park covers over half the area of
Derbyshire Dales.
Derbyshire Dales District Council covers that part
of the Derbyshire Dales that lies outside the
National Park. It covers approximately 33,000
hectares (128 square miles) of land with a
population of around 45,000.
The District is mostly rural in character and
comprises attractive countryside and hamlets. The
largest settlements within the plan area are the more
northerly towns of Matlock, Darley Dale, and
Wirksworth. Ashbourne (population 5100) lies
1
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2. Archaeological Significance

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF
THE AREA
The Sites & Monuments Record for the village has
only four entries. These are the parish church, the
Hall, the grid reference for the discovery of a
prehistoric stone axe and an area of park enclosure
(believed to date from 1614). Apart from these the
village has other, significant elements of
archaeological interest. The Hall gardens have been
altered over time – images of the previous garden
layouts clearly show many features that no longer
exist above ground but whose deposits may still be
below the surface. The aerial photograph of the
Hall (2000) displays some faint traces of features
that are now below ground. Associated with the
Hall is the Park. Both Park and Garden are included
on the Register of Parks & Gardens, complied by
English Heritage, (grade II). The history of the park
requires further research but its historic, and
archaeological, boundaries still exist.

The layout of the village itself has archaeological
significance. Sudbury is essentially an ‘estate’ village
that has been, to a certain extent, planned and laid
out. Research into the history of the development
of the village may reveal that the construction of the
Hall resulted in the re-alignment of the old village
street and the removal of some houses around the
church. The landscape immediately surrounding the
village also has archaeological interest in that it
preserves the historic, agricultural, usage and
division of the land. These parcels of land are
divided by ancient hedges and boundaries that have
fossilised the medieval landscape around the village.
To the south of the village there is the River Dove.
Maps indicate that some historic embanking work
has been undertaken possibly associated with flood
control.

P1. Aerial photograph of Sudbury (2000)
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3. Origins & Development
x Topography
x Historical Development

ORIGINS & DEVELOPMENT

The present School Lane was originally named Mill
Lane but this did not give a direct route to Draycott
Mill.

Topography
The topography of the area where Sudbury came to
be founded is on the edge of the flood plain
associated with the River Dove. In this particular
area the Dove meanders through its plain creating a
series of sharp twists and turns. The land to the
north of the river begins to rise slowly out of the
flood plain. Sudbury is situated on the edge of the
plain at a height of approximately 60-70 metres
above sea level. It is clear from a study of the route
ways associated with the village that villages
developed along the ridge to each side of the flood
plain and were joined by roads. There is a clear
pattern of villages in the immediate area – Scropton,
Doveridge, Marchington and Uttoxeter that follow
the ridge to each side of the river. Bridging the river
followed on from fording the river. There is an
ancient ford at Sudbury that was superceded by a
stone bridge at nearby Aston in the medieval period
and a further bridge at Doveridge also of a similar
date.

The early history of the settlement is not known,
however, the village was in existence by 10 6. The
Ferrars family originally held the Manor of Sudbury
during the majority of the medieval period.
Although not recorded it is possible that they had a
manor house in or near the village. The oldest
building in the village today is, as mentioned above,
the parish church, parts of which date back to the
Norman Period.

Historical Development
Sudbury is first mentioned in the Domesday Book
of 10 6 as ‘Sudberie’. The meaning of this is ‘south
fortification’. It has been suggested that this
originated as a fortification site for the southern
area below the Roman road (Rocester Street). By
association, Norbury (or ‘north fortification’) may
have originated to fortify the northern side of the
Roman road. As far as it is known no Roman finds
have ever been found in the area around Sudbury
and it is possible that as a fortification site it has
prehistoric rather than Roman origins. The entry in
the Domesday Book records that Sudberie had a
church and a priest and a mill. The existence of a
church at this date is interesting and is confirmed in
parts (albeit much restored in the 19th century) of
the existing fabric of the present parish church. It is
most probable that the church as mentioned in
Domesday occupied the site of the present parish
church making it a very ancient site. The reference
to a mill is also interesting. This would have been a
water powered corn mill. The location of this mill is
believed to be Draycott Mill Farm, located a little
south of the village.

P3. Church of All Saints, Sudbury
The Vernon family had held Sudbury since 1513
when it had passed to Sir John Vernon, a younger
son of Sir Henry Vernon of Haddon Hall, through
his marriage to one of the daughters of Sir John
Montgomery. The Vernon family came to live in
Sudbury in the 15 0s and occupied the parsonage
house. The estate map of 1659 records the site of
the parsonage house in the area of lawn enclosed by
the stable block buildings of the Hall. It is also a
possibility that this site was also the location of the
parsonage house for the 11th century priest.
The history of Sudbury is better recorded from the
early 17th century.

P2. A late 19th century sketch of Draycott Mill

P4.George Vernon – the builder of Sudbury Hall
3

roadway. The result of the demolition of the houses
facing the hall had the result of leaving the parish
church isolated within the park.

It is recorded that in 1613 Edward Vernon
eventually succeeded to the manor of Sudbury and
his mother built the first manor house at Sudbury.
An estate map of 1659 depicts a modest ‘L’ shaped
house – the Manor House – located in a position
immediately south east of the present formal garden
to the south west of the Hall. The present Hall had
not been commenced by this date and was to be
constructed over part of the rectangular walled
garden immediately to the north west of the Manor
House. The site chosen for the new hall was a
logical choice as this land appears to have been
levelled to provide a large walled garden. Before the
commencement of the Hall, Vernon constructed a
stable and barn range that is dated 1664. It is
possible that by this date the foundations of the
Hall were in place. The painting of the Hall made in
16 0 by Jan Griffier shows the Hall complete.

The development of the village itself can be traced,
to a certain extent, by way of the various estate
maps and later, the Ordnance Survey maps. A series
of estate maps survive that show the continuing
evolution and development of the village. The
estate map of 1659 has already been discussed in
relation to the Hall, however it does also show,
albeit much faded, the general plan form of the
village nucleus. This is more or less similar to that
which remains today, although the Vernon Arms is
conspicuous by its absence.
The earliest of the remaining estate maps is dated
1794 and was surveyed and drawn by Samuel
Botham (Fig. 4). Although at a relatively small scale
the general form of the village, Hall and church can
be clearly identified, together with the roadway
network, field boundaries and areas of tree planting.
With regard to the Hall, the painting of the south
front by Jan Griffier in 16 0 shows ranges of
buildings located to the south east of the Hall itself.
These are the stables and barns built by George
Vernon in 1664. On the 1794 survey all these
buildings appear to remain insitu. By 1794 the
formal walled garden to the southwest of the hall
had been removed (becoming a lawned slope in the
manner of ‘Capability’ Brown) and the geometric
fishponds had been formed into a thin serpentine
lake.

P5.South Front c.1680 by Jan Griffier
What this picture also shows is a building to the
right hand side of the Hall with a pitched roof,
chimneystacks, coped gables and mullioned and
transomed windows. Its location appears to suggest
that this is the original manor house, retained and
perhaps utilised as additional accommodation. This
building was to remain until its demolition in 1 3040s. Any physical evidence of this structure now lay
buried beneath the 1 94 service wing of the Hall.

The next estate survey took place in 1 23 and was
produced by J B H Bennett of Tutbury (Fig. 5). The
Hall – its buildings and environs remains little
altered. The most significant change to the village is
the re-building of the parsonage house – this was a
new parsonage house located at the other end of the
village from its predecessor. This Parsonage House
(since demolished in the 20th century) was rebuilt as
a large, detached, late Georgian house. Originally, as
can be seen from the 1794 survey, this was a
modest house located at the end of a long run of
cottages adjacent to the village street. In rebuilding
the parsonage, the village street, at this point, was
re-aligned in order to give some private space
between the rear of the parsonage and the road.
This re-alignment of the road appears to have been
a considerable undertaking creating, as a result, a
kink or shallow bend in the road as one enters the
village from the east. In association with the
rebuilding of the Parsonage the fields immediately
to the east were absorbed into the formation of a
mini park, separated from the house by a ha-ha or
embankment. The ‘park’ was separated from the
roadway by a belt of trees.

The site of the present Hall has been planned to a
much greater degree than its predecessor in so
much that thought went into its alignment, position
and aspect. It was to occupy a position between the
nucleus of the village and the parish church. The
map of 1659 (Fig. 3) clearly shows a number of
houses facing the Hall on the opposite side of the
road, there are also a few houses dotted around on
the land to the east of the Hall. Following
construction of the Hall, or during its construction
the majority of these village houses were
demolished in order to create a more dignified
setting for the Hall. As part of the building works of
the new hall it is possible that Vernon re-aligned the
old village street to create the long straight roadway
to the north east front of the hall. The 1659 map
shows a road in this approximate location but it has
more curves to it than the present, very straight
4
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The map also shows the Gas Works in existence on
School Lane. The building is reputed to have been
designed by George Devey, the architect engaged by
Lord Vernon in the late 19th century to design a new
service wing to the south east side of the Hall. It
may therefore have been Devey who advocated the
demolition and removal of the 17th century stables
and barns. Devey is also credited with other
buildings in the village at this time.

The survey of 1 23 shows School Lane, as it is now
called, travelling south from the main village street
and turning sharply to the west for a short distance.
Then, as now it terminates abruptly at a field
boundary. In 1794 and in 1 23 a trackway is
indicated running from the termination of this lane,
in a westerly direction, to the River Dove. At this
point the River Dove was then fordable (the survey
of 1 23 is annotated ‘Sudbury Ford’). Crossing the
fords a trackway travelled south into Staffordshire.
The location and existence of the ford is of interest
as it was at the fording of major or large rivers that
early settlements evolved. Clearly in this case, if the
ford were of ancient origin, the flat flood plain of
the river would have negated any development
taking place at this point. Instead the village evolved
on the slightly higher ground to the north of the
river at the edge of the flood plain and therefore
safe from flooding.

The 20th century has seen, perhaps, most new
development in the village. This has taken the form
of new estate houses dating from the 1950s to the
1970s. The 20th century has also seen the demolition
of the early 19th century Parsonage House and the
building of new houses (and a new Rectory) in its
gardens.
Sudbury Hall was given to the National Trust in
1967, together with some estate buildings. The
Vernon family retained the bulk of the estate which
is administered from the Estate Office in the village.
In the late 1960s the Vernon family had a new
house built for themselves to the south west of the
church.

The third estate map is dated 1 43 (Fig. 6). The
intervening 20 years since the last survey has
produced little or no change in the village form. The
only obvious development appears to be the
construction of the barn behind the Vernon Arms
and the construction of the schoolhouse. The
gardens to the southwest of the Hall show some
horticultural improvements and reforming and the
lake edge has been given a more ‘natural’
appearance.

P6. Main Road looking west, 1872
The village was surveyed by the Ordnance Survey in
1 0- 1 (Fig. 7). The form of the village itself has
altered very little since 1 49, but there are two
significant changes that have occurred. The stables
and barns of 1664, located to the south east of the
Hall have been demolished. The second change is
the removal of a large ‘U’ bend in the River Dove,
immediately to the south east of the village and the
straightening of the river at this point. The old river
bend was filled up but two long narrow ponds were
left. One of these ponds is named on maps as
‘Sebastopol’ and may therefore have been named in
commemoration of the fall of that town in 1 55.
5
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4. Architectural & Historic Quality
x Building Materials
x Building Elements
x Key Buildings

ARCHITECTURAL & HISTORIC QUALITY
Preamble
The village of Sudbury is relatively small and has a
visual uniformity in the materials of its buildings.
The compact size of the village has been controlled
over the centuries by the Vernon family. The village
is, in essence, an estate village and this remains
apparent today in the general uniformity of building
design, the use of a limited palette of paint colours
and the neat and often manicured nature of gardens
and open spaces. Estate ownership has resulted in
the buildings being well maintained more or less in
the manner in which they were first built. Individual
alterations and extensions to properties were not
allowed by the estate and this has contributed
significantly to the character and appearance of the
village. There are of course a variety of building
types and styles. These range from the plain
vernacular cottages, the Public House (The Vernon
Arms), the school-house, larger, detached, houses,
semi-detached houses and relatively modern estate
housing. These are all individual in their architecture
and in their character but are unified by the
prevalent, common, use of their building materials.
The following is an analysis of that architectural
character.

P7. Brickwork to the 1664 Stable Block
English Bond consists of alternating courses of
headers and stretchers. In this variation the header
course alternates as a header/stretcher. This
variation may have been a little more expensive than
ordinary English Bond and may have been
employed to impress and produce a more
interesting surface finish. In greater contrast the
Hall (of 1670s) was constructed to impress with the
use of burnt headers to give the distinctive
‘diamond’ diaper effect. This is first class brickwork
and was expensive to lay.

Building Materials
Brickwork
Brickwork is by far the most prevalent and
common building material of the village. In this
particular part of Derbyshire the availability of
building stone was restricted but clay for making
bricks was available. To the north of the village, the
1 0 OS map indicates an area of land called
Brickkiln Rough. This is the nearest brick making
area to the village and may have supplied the bricks
not only for the Hall but also for many of the
village houses. As transportation links improved in
the 1 th and 19th centuries it is probable that bricks
were perhaps manufactured further a field and
brought to the village.
The earliest surviving brick building is the stable
and barn building to the south east of the Hall,
which was built (and dated) in 1664. The bricks are
a dull red, relatively thin and long (a common size
and shape for the 17th century) and are laid to a
variation of English Bond.

P8. Diaper brickwork to Sudbury Hall
The Vernon Arms, the second largest brick building
in the village, was built about 1670 and the brick
bond follows the English Bond variation as seen on
the stable block.

6

P9. Brickwork to the Vernon Arms
P11. Diaper and chequer-board brickwork to a cottage on
School Lane

The same bond is further used for the remaining
older part of the Vernon Almshouses that date
from 167 . The large detached brick house opposite
the Vernon Arms is constructed using Flemish
Garden Wall Bond.

These cottages also display the use of brick string
coursing, dividing the ground and first floors which
is a distinctive 17th /early 1 th century feature. Other
cottages employ variations of the above with burnt
headers and diaper work.

P10. Brickwork and stone quoins to house opposite the
Vernon Arms

P12. Example of chequer-board brickwork

The Flemish bonds were brought into England in
the later 17th century with the accession of the
Dutch Prince William of Orange (William III) in
16 5. The bond would probably have been in
general use by the early 1 th century (1710-20).
There are a few older cottages on both School Lane
and the Main Road that display diaper work and
chequer-board work. The brick bond used is
generally Flemish Bond.

It is interesting that the later buildings, or rebuildings, in the village that took place in the later
19th century copied the prevalent use of brickwork
bonds and effects that had been used previously.
The bricks are larger, as is common for the later
19th century, but the brick bond follows the
prevalent type.

7

Stonework
The use of stonework, as previously stated, is rare in
Sudbury. The exception is the parish church that is
entirely constructed of stonework. The Hall also has
a predominant use of stonework employed as a
plinth, quoins, windows, string-courses, doorways
and pediments, cornicing and roof-top balustrading

P13. Example of late 19th century brickwork

P16. The main entrance doorway to Sudbury Hall
P14. Diaper brickwork to the old Gas Works of c.1875
Some of the cottages on the main road also display
a decorative brick eaves course. The type that has
been used is commonly called ‘sawtooth’ that
consists of bricks set on the angle.

The circular cupola is also constructed of
stonework. Elsewhere on the buildings associated
with the Hall, stonework has been used for
doorways, windows and quoins. The Vernon Arms
displays a reasonably large amount of stonework
particularly to the jambs and archway to its central
carriageway. Elsewhere the building has stone
quoins, windows and coped gables with kneelers
and finials.

P17. The Vernon Arms
P15. Decorative brickwork eaves course to cottage on Main
Road

A common feature of some of the cottages along
the main street is an offset brick plinth capped with
a chamfered stone string-course.

P18. Detail of stonework pilaster and archway to the
Vernon Arms
The cottages of the village have little or no
stonework. There are instances of stone quoins and
a few stone door cases (particularly to the former
police houses).

P20. Detail of the projecting brickwork and stonework
plinth to cottage on Main Road
Generally the stonework is plain and displays a
slight tooling to the surface. All the stonework in
the village is tooled on the surface to some degree
but this is generally light in effect.
The source of the stonework appears to have been
local as it all has the same beige/pink/grey colour
with a relatively fine grain. It has been identified as
Hollington stone from Staffordshire. Hollington is
approximately 15 miles to the west of Sudbury.
Building Elements
Roofs
The roofs of the houses to the majority of the
buildings in the village are plain, simple, double
pitched roofs.

P19. Detail of stone door surround to the former police
houses
P21. Example of the simple roofscape of properties in the
village.
9

Clay tiles are the predominant roof covering and
these are all red plain tiles.

Some of the later cottages – those of the later 19th
century and early 20th century display overhanging
verges where the purlins are visible and the verge is
finished behind a plainly moulded barge board (all
of which are painted white).

P22. Detail of a clay tiled roof and simple eaves detail
All the tiles that exist today appear to be machine
made tiles (as opposed to handmade clay tiles).
Roof verges are generally plain and mortared but
there are examples of both stone and brickwork
gable copings or up-stands.

P24. Example of a projecting verge detail with plain bargeboards and exposed purlin ends.
The treatment of eaves varies. Some of the cottages
have a flat, plastered and painted soffit, whereas

P25. Example of a projecting and plastered eaves and soffit
detail

P23. Detail of brickwork up-stand between roofs
10

others are more traditional where the roof projects
slightly over a brickwork corbel, or a decorative
brick eaves course. A number of properties have
exposed rafter feet at the eaves. Ridge tiles are all of
clay – there are two varieties, those that sit by side
and those that are interlocking. Valley gutters are all
leaded.

P28. Detail of typical plain vernacular chimneystack to a
cottage on Main Road
These are generally terminated with a simple brick
projecting course with one or two further brick
courses above. The majority of these stacks are of a
decent height, corresponding proportionally with
the size and scale of the building they occupy. None
have been reduced or purposefully removed. Plain
circular red terracotta pots surmount these stacks.
The chimney bases are lead flashed. Later examples
from the late 19th century are more ambitious and
more decorative. Those to the Vernon Arms are
particularly decorative additions.

P26. Example of interlocking and flush clay ridge tiles
There are almost no rooflights to any of the roofs
to the properties in the village. There are a few
examples of glass tiles to illuminate loft spaces but
these are all located on the rear roof slopes. The
absence of rooflights on front roof slope elevations
provides a unity to the roof scape of the village that
presents a distinctive characteristic.
Chimney Stacks
The chimneystacks to the houses in Sudbury are a
distinctive feature of the streetscape.

P27. Detail of the type and rhythm of chimneystacks within
the village.
All of the stacks are constructed from brickwork –
some of which have stone cappings and details.
There are several types of chimneystack. The
predominant type is a plain brickwork square or
rectangle located on the roof ridge.

P29. Detail of decorative (19th century addition) chimney
stack to the Vernon Arms

11

These date from the early 19th century (1 30-40)
and represent a Jacobethan style prevalent at that
time. These stacks also have beige clay terracotta
‘pylon’ pots – also common in the early 19th
century.
Dormers
Dormers are not a prevalent architectural feature in
Sudbury but there are a number of examples of
different periods. The Hall itself has a series of
small dormer windows (partly obscured by the later
stone balustrade) constructed of timber with
alternating segmental and triangular moulded
pediments over timber casement windows. These
have pitched and tiled roofs. Dormers of this type
and size are common in ‘Carolean’ (1660-16 5)
houses. The Vernon Arms has examples of 17th
century vernacular dormers. These are in the form
of triangular stone coped brick gablets that emerge
from the external wall plane and contain a small
stone framed window.

P30. Example of a projecting gable end stack on a late 19th
century property
There are examples of gable end stacks where the
flue projects from the gable walling to full height .

P31. Example of a projecting gable end stack on an 18th
century property.
This feature is particular to the properties of the late
19thand early 20th century and represents an Arts
and Crafts influence. Other examples are configured
as two or three brick stacks set diagonally on a base.

P33. Detail of dormer to the Vernon Arms (1670)
The majority of the other dormers in the village all
follow the principle of rising out of the front wall of
the building. In some instances the window cill is at
wall plate level, in other examples the window cill is
cut down into the top of the wall. Many of these
dormers have pitched tiled roofs with tiled or
leaded cheeks. The roofs are sometimes hipped or
have plain painted bargeboards.

P32. Example of diagonally set chimney stacks on a property
of c.1840.
12

P36. Small, lead roofed, dormers to the house opposite the
Vernon Arms
In general the dormers are relatively small and
correspond, proportionally with the size and
massing of the building they occupy and of the roof
size upon which they are located.

P34. Examples of dormers within the village
Other examples, display decorative painted timber
brackets and finials (as those on the Vernon Arms
that are additions of the late 19th century), the house
opposite the Vernon Arms has dormers with flat
leaded roofs.

Rainwater Goods
All of the rainwater goods that can be seen on the
street elevations of the buildings in the village are of
half round cast iron. The majority of these are
supported on painted metal rise and fall brackets (of
varying designs) but others are fixed to the rafter
feet. Downpipes are predominantly circular and are
also of cast iron. Hoppers are few and far between,
the preferred option being to connect the down
pipe to the gutter using a swan-neck. All of the
rainwater goods are painted black.
Doors
Doors, by their nature, can provide an element of
architectural expression to the frontage of a house.
This results in a wide and diverse number of
designs, however, the majority of historic doors
have several fundamental characteristics. These
characteristics are – doors robustly constructed
from timber; they have none or only small areas of
glazing; they have a substantial timber door-frame;
they usually have a door knob rather than a lever
handle and are always painted a relatively dark
colour.
The doors to the village properties in Sudbury do
vary but adhere to these fundamental
characteristics. There are examples of plain,
vertically, boarded doors, six and four panelled
doors with simple scratch mouldings or more
ornate mouldings to the panels. Some doors have
part glazing (sometimes clear or frosted) and there

P35. Detail of the late 19th century dormer on the Vernon
Arms
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are a few examples of rectangular fanlights over
doors.

P38. Door to the former police houses

P37. Examples of door types and styles, of various dates,
found within the village.
As the majority of the properties in Sudbury are in
estate ownership, an estate colour – dark green –
has been used for all the doors. The ironmongery to
the doors consists predominantly of brass door
knobs and black iron letter boxes and door
knockers. Integral with the door itself are the door
surrounds and door canopies. The vast majority of
the village properties have plain door openings
within the brickwork walling with a flat or
segmental brick head over. There are some
examples of decorative stone door surrounds to
village properties. These can be seen on the old
police houses and on the building next to the village
shop.

P39. Doorway to house adjacent to the Village Shop
None of the cottage doorways to the main street
have door canopies. Door canopies are to be found
on the late 19th century properties and consist of
decorative painted timber hoods (with leaded flat
roofs) or clay-tiled canopies supported by oak posts.
14

are only three examples of vertical sliding sash
windows (the Butchers Shop, the house next door
to the Butchers Shop and the remaining rear wing
of the demolished Rectory).

P40. Detail of painted timber door canopy to late 19th
century cottage on School Lane

P42. Detail of 6 over 6 sash window on School Lane
These are 6 over 6 sash windows with exposed sash
boxes, no horns, and relatively thick glazing bars
(with the exception of the sashes to the Rectory
that have very thin glazing bars typical of their date
[1 30].

P41. Tiled canopy porch to early 20th century cottage on
Main Road
These reflect an Arts and Crafts influence on these
particular properties.
Windows
Windows are an important element of a building
elevation or elevations. As for the doors, there is a
diverse range of window types in the village but
there are several fundamental characteristics. These
characteristics are: all windows are of painted timber
(the predominant colour in Sudbury being white or
off-white), all windows are single-glazed, the
window pane size is generally in small units rather
than large sheets of glass and window frames are
recessed within their openings. The predominant
type of window to the village houses is the
casement type or horizontal sliding sash type. There

P43. Sash windows on the remaining part of the Rectory
(c.1830)
The prevalent use of the casement type window
forms a distinctive feature of the village and assists
in a sense of visual unity. Within the range of
15

casement windows that can be seen the shapes,
frames, glazing bar pattern and size all vary to some
degree.

However, an important and traditional fundamental
characteristic is that the opening section(s) of the
casement windows are flush fitting within their
perimeter frame with no projecting timber cills or
timber hoods. There are examples of timber
windows with leaded light windows; including a
small vertically sliding sash window with leaded
glazing.

P44. Detail of timber casement window to late 19th century
cottage on School Lane

P47. Detail of an unusual timber sash window with leaded
glazing on Main Road
On Main Road there are a number of unusual semicircular windows, almost looking like fanlights over
doors.

P45. Detail of timber and leaded light casement window to
cottage on Main Road

P48. Detail of timber casement window with leaded glazing
on Main Road

P46. Detail of casement window to early 20th cottage on
Main Road
16

These have painted timber frames with leaded
glazing. Other examples of window types are to be
found on the some of the buildings dating from the
early 19th century. These are metal windows with a
distinctive lattice or diamond pattern (all painted
white).

There are a few examples of window openings
without any segmental heads giving an unusual
visual appearance of the bricks to the window head
being supported by the window frame – this is an
unusual idiosyncrasy.

P49. Painted metal lattice window to the Gardner’s Cottage
(c.1840)

P51. Casement window on Main Road unusual in not
having a segmental lintel over (or indeed any external lintel)

The majority of the window openings to the village
properties have plain window openings with a
segmental brick arch over.

The majority of the window openings do not have
stone cills. There are many examples of tiled cills
(which project beyond the wall face and are slightly
angled down) and some examples of leaded cills.
Timber cills appear on the buildings of later date –
those of the late 19th/early 20th century. There are a
few examples of tiles inserted over a window to
form a hood. A number of examples of old, or
original crown or cylinder glass survive in some of
the windows.
In general, window sizes are relative in proportion
to the building elevation. The ratio of walling to
window opening is always the greater.
Porches
Apart from the door canopies described previously,
there are no examples of porches in the village. This
therefore represents a building element that is
inappropriate to the fabric of the village.
Shop Fronts
The village has only two shop fronts - the Butchers

P50. Casement window on Main Road with plain glazing
17

Other Elements
Metalwork
There are various examples of metalwork around
the village that contribute to its character and
appearance. The most ornate example is the
wrought iron gates that give access to the Hall.

P52. Butcher’s Shop on School Lane (late 19th century)
shop on School Lane and the general store on the
Main Road.
P54. Decorative 18th century metal gates to Sudbury Hall
These are not, however, grand gates but are rather
more restrained. On the Main Road there is an
example of a cast-iron boot scraper .

P53. The Village Shop on Main Road (1900)
The former dates from the late 19th century and is a
very good example of an Arts and Crafts vernacular
design. Its key components are its unusual tiled
canopy with curved plastered soffit, its use of large
sections of shaped, untreated oak and the simple
oak shutters to the two sash windows. In its
appearance and use of materials the shop sits
comfortably within the street scene. The General
Store dates from 1900 and consists of two canted
bay windows with a central door and cornice over.
The detailing is plain and simple. The shop front is
elevated from the pavement and reached by a
double flight of stone steps.

P55. Cast-iron boot scraper
1

The walls, hedges and fences deemed to be of
special significance in terms of the special character
and appearance of the Conservation Area are
identified on the attached plan.

The boot scraper is built into the wall to the side of
a doorway. One of the semi-circular windows has a
decorative metal stay.
Important Village Walls & Boundaries
A survey has been undertaken to identify and assess
the type and significance of the various boundary
walls, hedges and fences within the Conservation
Area (Fig. 9). The area of survey has been confined
to the village and Hall. All of the walls that have
been identified are constructed of red brickwork, or
brickwork over a few courses of stonework. They
all vary in length, height and form and have been
assessed on their significance and contribution to
the character and appearance of the Conservation
Area.

Key Buildings
There are 40 listed buildings and structures within
the Conservation Area that represent the bulk of
the historic fabric of the village. The remaining,
unlisted, properties are all of relatively modern date
(after 1900, but the majority being after 1950) and
are behind or concealed from the core of the
historic village.
Within the Area there are a number of ‘key’
buildings that in terms of their architecture, size and
location form significant visual elements within the
Conservation Area. The most prominent of these is
the Hall itself in that its presence dominates the
western end of the village.

P57. Sudbury Hall
The Hall is not enclosed or hidden behind high
walling or set well back and concealed from the
highway. Instead it is relatively open and clearly
visible. Entering the village from the west the
Vernon Arms forms a key building on a curve in
the road that has the effect of dividing the Hall and
its environs from the village proper.
P56. Examples of important brickwork walls within the
village
As well as brickwork walls there are also several
hedges and fences that also contribute to the
character and appearance of the Conservation Area.
The nature of the brickwork walls; being the
predominant type; have been constructed to enclose
or bound areas of land. Some have also been
constructed to join properties. The majority of the
brickwork walls in the village, and adjacent to the
Hall, all follow a similar method of construction and
are almost all capped with triangular stone copings.
This unity binds the fabric of the village and forms
an important element of the built form.

P58. The Vernon Arms

19

The building is architecturally significant and in its
size and form is extremely prominent in the village.

P59. Mock half-timbered house on the corner of Main Road
and School Lane

P61. Butcher’s Shop on School Lane

The mock timber framed building at the corner of
the Main Road and School Lane is also a prominent
key building in terms of its visual and architectural
presence on the streetscape. The long row of brick
cottages, adjacent to the Main Road, also forms a
group of key buildings.

the second is the old Gas Works

P62. The old Gas Works
and the third is the School-house.

P60. Row of cottages on Main Road
Although all of slightly different appearance they
have an important unity in the scale of their form.

P63. Sudbury Primary School

Off the Main Street, School Lane contains a
number of key buildings. These are considered
important in terms of their appearance rather than
their prominence, presence or impact upon the
village scape as a whole.
The first of these is the Butchers Shop, -

Other key buildings within the Conservation Area
that also do not immediately contribute to the
village scape are the parish church and the Deercote
in the park. Both buildings are architecturally and
historically important and their size and form can be
seen from various vantage points within the village.
20
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Conservation Area Appraisal

5. Setting of the Conservation Area

form of a castle with battlemented gatehouse, four
angle turrets and a curtain wall on three sides and
was used for herding and culling deer as well as a
shelter for them during the winter months. It is an
impressive structure in the landscape and good
views of the Deercote and longer ranging views can
be obtained from the upper floors of the Hall (P6 ).

SETTING OF THE CONSERVATION AREA
The area around Sudbury village is predominantly
rural and much of the land is used for agricultural
purposes. To the north lie small villages and
hamlets dotted within the attractive landscape.
Within this landscape and to the north-west of
Sudbury village itself is Sudbury Prison, a relatively
large complex, which is however, not easily visible
from the main A515 approach road.

The current Conservation Area boundary includes
some of the Registered garden and parkland as
described above.

To the west is the larger village of Doveridge and to
the south is the River Dove which forms the
southern boundary of the Derbyshire Dales. To the
east are clusters of farm buildings at Aston and
further beyond, the boundary with Derby City.
The village lies in a relatively secluded spot,
especially since the majority of traffic has been
diverted from the A515, which runs through the
heart of the village, onto the extended A50,
Uttoxeter to Derby Road. As Sudbury Hall (Grade
I) is a national monument, the site is well
signposted from the main arterial routes.

P64. View northwards from Sudbury Hall

To the west and north of the Sudbury village the
area is covered by designation of a Historic Park
Garden. This is referred to in the Register of
Historic Parks and Gardens as – ‘a pleasure grounds
and parkland of mid- to late 18th century and gardens laid
out c1836-7 by William Sawrey Gilpin’.

Beyond the northern boundary of the conservation
area is Grove Plantation on the east side of the Park
c1.3km north-east of the Hall and is the remains of
an extensive tree belt which is shown sheltering the
boundary on the 179 map. In the northern part of
the park a patch of woodland called Oak Rough is
shown on the 179 map which also shows the now
A515 (western boundary) as an avenue for most of
its length. Maps and paintings of the 18th and 19th
centuries show that the Park was well wooded but
relatively little tree cover survives. Within this
northern area is Cave Cottage, where the ice-house
originally served by a small reservoir, provided ice
for the Hall. The nearby Brickkiln Rough also
served the area by producing brick for the buildings
in the locality.

The Historic Park Garden site covers around
150ha on land which very gently slopes down from
the north. The boundaries of the pleasure grounds
are formed by the fenced edges of woodland called
the Decoy, north-west and west of Sudbury Hall
and the fenced edge of woodland bordering the lake
to the south. A wall separates the south-east side of
the site from the village. The Park is bounded on
the west side by the A515, excluding the fenced
precincts of Sudbury prison and Sudbury Park
Farm. The remaining boundaries are formed by
fences separating the site from agricultural land.

There are significant views of the area looking
outwards from the Conservation Area, and some
from within the Conservation Area although these
are limited by restricted access from public vantage
points. Important views and landmarks are
considered within the section of this document –
Relationship of Structures and Spaces.

The ‘gardens and pleasure grounds’ are to the south
side of the A515 surrounding the Hall. There are
lawns with intermittent tree planting to the north
side of the hall and an area of woodland with paths
leading through it (The Decoy) to the north and
west. The area of woodland conceals the Church of
All Saints. The south side of the Hall was formally
laid out with terraces and pathways overlooking the
large lake.

In relation to the wider setting of the Conservation
area, the National Trust carried out some
preliminary work giving consideration to a ‘sphere
of influence’ boundary, which was included in the
draft appraisal and which sought to define the wider
environs of Sudbury. This was based on historical
paintings, visual assessment and topographical
information.

The ‘park’ lies to the north of the Hall on the north
side of the A515. It is open land in a mixture of
pasture and arable uses. Some 00m north-east of
the Hall is the square Pond and c20m north-east of
this is the Deercote (listed Grade II*). This is in the
21

Further to this initial information, the District
Council has investigated the area more closely in
order to define a boundary which could be included
in this document as a ‘setting’ for the Sudbury
Conservation Area.
In assessing the setting of the Conservation Area,
the physical, visual and topographic aspects were
evaluated. The area to the west of the village (west
of Brocksford Lodge) the boundary of the defined
setting sweeps in a southerly direction across
agricultural pasture land, sub-dividing medium sized
fields enclosed by hedgerows and copses. The ridge
line is prominent to the floodplain and southwards
beyond and across the River Dove.
To the west, the road itself forms the boundary with
enclosed high hedges and shrubby vegetation to
view and the bridge over the A50 is elevated above
the general landscape. There are views eastwards
towards the Hall (although the Hall is not visible at
this point). Again the land is agricultural
encompassing sub-dividing hedgerows and a limited
number of tree copses.
Beyond this to the north the boundary follows the
ridge line. At the most northerly point, the view
back towards the village is over a steeply undulating
landform, with large fields and prominent wooded
areas. From this point the eastern boundary again
follows a clearly defined ridge-line.
In summary, the boundary (see Fig. 10) is
considered appropriate to define the setting of the
Sudbury Conservation Area. Generally it follows
well-defined roads, which are in turn following
ridge-lines. This is a logical divide between
landscape ‘associated’ with the registered historic
park and garden and that beyond. This is not the
case within the River Dove floodplain due to a lack
of roads crossing places.
This assessment has only been carried out in
relation to land within the confines and jurisdiction
of Derbyshire Dales District Council.
The District Council now endorses this defined
boundary above as the formal setting of Sudbury
Conservation Area.
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6. Landscape Appraisal
x Planning Context
x Landscape Character
x Zones 1-4

LANDSCAPE APPRAISAL
Preamble

A public footpath runs north to south along Gibb
and School Lanes and along the eastern edge of the
Conservation Area.

The natural and man-made landscapes that provide
the setting for buildings are important elements
affecting any Conservation Area.
This is
particularly the case in an area like Sudbury which is
so influenced by its landscape and the surrounding
countryside within which it is located.

Landscape Character
The landscape character of the conservation area
and its immediate surroundings is complex:

This Landscape Appraisal is undertaken as part of
the wider study of the Sudbury Conservation Area.
It is based on a visual assessment of the landscape
elements of the Conservation Area within the
context of its landscape setting, being particularly
concerned with the components that most influence
the character and quality of its environment.

The grounds of Sudbury Hall and the village fall
within the Lowland Village Farmlands landscape
type of the Trent Valley Washlands landscape
character area.
To the north - which includes that part of the
Conservation Area which is principally down to
agriculture – lies the Settled Farmlands landscape
type of the Needwood and South Derbyshire
Claylands landscape character area.

Planning Context
The Sudbury Conservation Area encompasses most
of the area associated with Sudbury Hall and the
village of Sudbury. The built environment
comprises only a small part of the total area the
majority of which is occupied by the grounds of the
Hall, and outlying agricultural fields (Figure 10).

To the south lies the Riverside Meadows landscape
type of the Trent Valley Washlands. This comprises
areas most immediately associated with the valley of
the River Dove. No part of the Conservation Area
actually falls within this landscape type but it does
affect its setting.

Other Designations
The Conservation Area occupies part of the area
included on the Register of Parks and Gardens of
Special Historic Interest which extends some way to
the north and is described as “…the remains of a
formal garden, landscape pleasure grounds and deer
park extending to some 155 hectares.”

Common to these landscape types is the gently
rolling landform; the intensive mixed agricultural
landuse; the general lack of ecological interest and
the variable nature of tree cover. Woodland is rare
and trees are generally confined to watercourses and
hedgerows where they can be locally prominent
when associated with smaller scale field patterns
close to the villages.

The Conservation Area contains two areas which
are included on the Derbyshire Wildlife Sites
Register for their ecological value. These are:

General Description
What makes the landscape of the Sudbury
Conservation Area special is that it is not typical of
its surroundings. The estate has remained in private
ownership and has not been subject to the same
pressures of intensive agriculture or development
that have affected other communities located on the
terraces above the river flood plain. This has
allowed Sudbury to retain its distinctive character.

1. Site DD02 Sudbury Hall Grounds which is
described as parkland/ scattered trees –
broadleaved. Mixed woodland plantation
2. Site DD290 Sudbury Hall Lake which is
described as standing water – mesotrophic.
The cricket field is designated as an Important
Recreation Site to be safeguarded under the Local
Plan.

Sudbury is an estate landscape, an example of what
is described in the Local Biodiversity Action Plan as
Lowland Wood Pasture with Mature Trees. This is
a vegetation structure characterised by the presence
of veteran (mature or over mature) trees at variable
densities over grassland or woodland ground floras.

Highways and Footpaths
Two major roads traverse the Conservation Area.
The main A50 bypass and Main Road which runs
through Sudbury itself. There are two minor access
roads off Main Road within the village – School
Lane to the south and Gibb Lane to the north.

Typically these are derived either from:
Mediaeval forests or emparkments, wooded
commons, parks and pastures with trees some of
23
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By the mid 19th century the fifth Lord was making
wholesale changes once more in order to enhance
the picturesque qualities of the landscape. The lake
was reinstated, an island was created opposite the
house and meandering walkways were created
through the shrubberies to the western end. Joseph
Paxton, who was working at Chatsworth, was
employed for a return to greater formality
constructing two wide terraces with formal flower
beds on the south side of the house.

which have subsequently had a designed landscape
superimposed on them.
Or
Parkland or wood pasture that has been converted
to other land uses such as arable fields or amenity
uses but where surviving veteran trees are of nature
conservation interest.
It also contains examples of woodland and standing
water on a scale that is not typical of the
surroundings which provide habitats for a wide
variety of wildlife.

Following further changes under the ninth Lord
during the early 20th century the National Trust
created two star-shaped planting beds within the
top terrace in 1970 and planted the other terraces
and paths with topiary along with the quincunx of
limes in the lawn in front of the 19th century wing.

For the purposes of detailed description and
appraisal the Conservation Area can be divided into
four zones which either display distinctive
characteristics which set them apart or are physically
separated. (Fig. 11)

The Grounds Today
The South Front
The main features are the grassed terraces with their
grid of pathways, the round pond and fountain, the
star shaped planting beds, the formal horse chestnut
and bay tree avenues, the shaped yew trees, the lime
tree grove and the sweep of lawn down to the
lakeside.

ZONE 1. Sudbury Hall Grounds
Brief History
The current composition of formal terraces and
gardens, lawns, the lake and woodland is the
culmination of hundreds of years of design and
alteration.
In the mid 17th century George Vernon laid out a
walled garden of the Restoration period centred on
the south front of the house. This consisted of
grass parterres with gravel paths and ornamental
statuary. Beyond the walls were planted orchards in
a formal grid of avenues and broad steps led down
to a number of rectangular fish ponds.

P66.Terraces, avenues, lawns and topiary on the South
Front
Small, scattered groups and individual specimens of
mature and younger trees are located within and to
the edges of the lawn. These consist of mixed
native and ornamental species such as beech, holly,
chestnut, yew, maple, dawn redwood, tulip tree and
holm oak.

P65. The South Front showing the original formal garden.

The North Front
The north front occupies that part of the grounds
between the house the church and the kitchen
garden to the south and Main Road.

During the mid 18th century the first Lord Vernon
naturalised the landscape in the manner of
Capability Brown. The walled garden was swept
away, the fishponds were formed into a serpentine
lake and the avenues were reduced to occasional
groups of trees.

One of the principal features is the drive which
sweeps up to the main entrance (where there is a
considerable area of hard standing) from Main Road
to the east and extends northwards for some 200

The lake was drained in the early 19th century by the
fourth Lord Vernon in order to grow maize.
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metres before re-joining the road. About halfway
up its length it is crossed by a secondary drive that
runs from the road directly to the church. These
drives subdivide the north front into a number of
lawns.
Though the grassed area immediately to the north
east of the house is open allowing magnificent
views of the building the remainder of the area is
best described as open parkland. There are a
number of groups, small avenues and single trees of
a variety of species. Many are magnificent mature
specimens of, for example, silver lime, copper
beech, cut leafed beech, cedar, red oak, plane and
sweet chestnut. Of particular note are the yew trees
that punctuate the immediate roadside and the
enormous cedar tree standing near the north eastern
corner of the Hall.

P68. View across the lake to woodland
The Kitchen Garden
The kitchen garden is located to the north west of
the house. It is an extensive feature and it is the
boundary walls which have the greatest impact on
the surrounding landscape providing an attractive
backdrop to the parkland alongside the main road
while effectively screening the grounds to the south.

Also of interest is the avenue of semi-mature lime
trees lining the drive up to the church and the group
of pear trees to the south east of the main entrance.

The Churchyard
All Saints Church is a discrete building situated
between the Hall and the kitchen garden. The
churchyard is entirely enclosed by a wall and a belt
of mature evergreen tree species principally yew,
holly and Thuja. A magnificent cedar tree is a
feature of the churchyard itself.

P67. Open parkland on the North Front
The Lake
The lake, which is located to the south west of the
Hall, is extensive being approximately 700 metres in
length and 100 metres in width and contains two
islands. One of the main features is the stone
footbridge which was built in the early 19th century
at the eastern end.

P69. The Churchyard
The Museum and Courtyard Beyond
This area incorporates the open ground immediately
to the south east of the Museum of Childhood
extending beyond the fence to the boundary of the
park and including the bowling green and the area
behind. The courtyard itself is open grassland with
scattered individual trees, beyond this, however,
stands a prominent and fairly extensive group of
mature ash and sycamore which provide a fine
backdrop to the bowling green when viewed from
Main Road.

Though access to the waterfront can be gained
relatively easily along much of the northern shore
the southern, western and eastern margins are well
wooded.
The lake is a DWSR Wildlife site and is highlighted
within the Local Biodiversity Action Plan as a key
habitat. It is mesotrophic (containing intermediate
levels of nutrients) in nature providing a good range
of aquatic habitats for communities of invertebrates
- such as diving beetles, dragon flies, damsel flies
and mayflies – birds and amphibians.
It is
particularly important as it contains an area of
marsh.
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open in nature in the vicinity of Lord Vernon’s
house and on the boundary of National Trust land
where there tends to be a transition to parkland.
This has allowed many of the mature specimens to
achieve their full height and spread.
The sheer quantity of mature to over mature trees
contained within this woodland makes it an
important landscape particularly in the context of its
wider surroundings. Providing valuable habitat for
a range of species the older trees have been
protected by virtue of their ownership and/or
through special designation. The retention of these
historic trees may depend upon active veteran tree
management.
Where replacement planting
programmes are initiated the transplanting of semimature or even over mature trees is more useful,
since young trees do not provide the same quality of
habitat

P70. Mature trees behind the bowling green
The Woodland
The extensiveness of the woodland within the
grounds is one of the major characteristics of the
Conservation Area. Principally associated with the
southern edge of the lake and the north western
boundary (in the area known as the Decoy) it also
extends to the south east as far as School Lane. It
contains the grounds on three sides screening them
effectively from any views from the wider
countryside.

ZONE 2. The Road Corridor
General Description
This zone includes the principal roads - Main Road
and the new A50 bypass – and the land between
from the Conservation Area boundary in the north
west to the settlement framework boundary in the
south east. This area, while comprising a mixture of
agricultural and amenity land uses, retains much of
the character of its parkland origins.
Until
comparatively recently it would have been
contiguous with the wider land holding to the north
east of the A50 and though it retains a visual link by
virtue of a view to the deer cote it is now physically
separate. A hedgerow runs along the top of the
road embankment demarcating the north eastern
boundary of the zone.

The woodland is varied in nature. To the south east
it is dense consisting mainly of ash and sycamore
with beech, oak, horse chestnut and an under-storey
of holly, elder, elm and hazel. Standing at the southeastern corner of this woodland at the side of
School Lane is a substantial and significant oak tree.
Though there are many mature trees on the more
open edges much of this woodland consists of
younger more tightly packed specimens.
The woods along the southern edge of the lake
reflect their location with poplar and willow
prominent but also ash, sycamore, chestnut and
silver birch. Many of the specimens have been able
to achieve their full height and spread.

A significant feature of the zone is the continual
noise that is generated by the A50 which impinges
on the rural character of this part of the
Conservation Area.

P71. Mature woodland edge screens views of the grounds
from the south
P72. Visual link retained across the cricket ground and the
A50 to the deer cote

The Decoy consists of much beech, sycamore, ash,
silver birch and yew. The woodland is much more
2

In addition there are a number of significant mature
copses, groups and individual specimens of oak, ash
and horse chestnut. More recent planting of
individual
trees
suggests
that
parkland
characteristics will be maintained and developed.

The A5 Bypass
The bypass cuts across the Conservation Area
separating the northern third of it from the rest. It
does not respect the historic pattern of route-ways
which traditionally kept to the river terraces on
ground slightly higher than that of the flood plain
and has led to the severance of hedgerows and
some disruption of the cultural field pattern and
footpaths. However, though it is a prominent
visual intrusion within the wider landscape, by
virtue of it running in cutting it does not, generally,
impinge visually on the landscape of the
Conservation Area.
Road verges are identified within the Local
Biodiversity Action Plan as important refuges for
wildlife particularly in areas of intensive agriculture.
They are, in some areas, the only reservoirs for
grassland plant species which were once
widespread. With appropriate management they
also provide habitat for invertebrates, small
mammals and predator species. The verges of the
bypass are identified as new verges with the
potential to become a valuable wildlife corridor.

P74. The car park from the east still set within a parkland
landscape
Pasture
The field located to the south east of the car park
and occupying the entire north eastern edge of the
area is down to pasture. The parkland character is,
however, maintained through the retention of a
number of mature trees (principally oak) and
including a significant copse in the extreme south
east.

Main Road
Main Road is now a minor route that accesses the
village and the Hall only. Its main feature is the fact
that it is sunk below the general level of the ground
as it passes in front of the Hall which has
necessitated the construction of the fine brick walls
to either side. As such it has a similar function to
that of a traditional ha-ha ditch in protecting the
immediate grounds of the Hall from the wider deer
park while continuing to allow a view across it.

P75. Pasture with mature individual trees and developing
copses
Cricket Ground
The cricket ground occupies the south western
corner of the zone. It is dominated by the
intensively maintained grassland of the sports
surface but a very significant belt of trees
demarcates the boundary with the village to the
south east. This is open in nature on the cricket
ground side with mature specimens of plane, red
oak, ash, copper beech, and horse chestnut standing
in mown grassland which is effectively an extension
of the outfield. To the east of the pavilion however
the tree density increases with a higher proportion
of sycamore, lime, oak and ash and an under-storey
that includes holly and elder.

P73. Road with walls to either side
The Car Park
Located in the north western third of the area the
hard standing for the car park occupies a
considerable area. Generally set within open
grassland the site is well screened by an established
road frontage hedgerow consisting principally of
hawthorn.
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on Main Road. Located within private gardens
they, nevertheless, are of great benefit to the local
street-scene. School Lane with its roadside hedges
and attractive gardens is also important in creating
an appropriate transition from the countryside to a
predominantly built environment.

The least attractive element within this area is the
post and wire fence that surrounds the cricket
ground.

Eastern Approach
The eastern approach to the village along Main
Road is dominated by the hedgerow which extends
from Rectory Farm to the settlement framework
boundary where it divides to continue along the
roadside and wrap around the eastern edge of the
Rectory Gardens development. From the point
where it reaches the settlement boundary it is
planted in association with what appears to be an
old estate wall.

P76. Open edge adjacent to the cricket ground with mature
trees and grass
ZONE 3. Sudbury Village
General Description
This zone comprises all the area of the settlement
(some of which currently lies outside the
Conservation Area) plus the extended hedgerow
along Main Road out to the east of the village.
It is the built form that generally characterises this
part of the Conservation Area but there are some
significant groups of trees and the above mentioned
hedgerow that serve to contain the village on its
boundaries, act as focal points within it and create
an attractive backdrop to the architecture. In
addition private gardens - including boundary walls,
hard surfaces and garden structures - make an
important contribution to the overall quality of the
village environment.

P78. Hedgerow and mature tree belt on the eastern approach
to the village
The clipped hedge, which runs to the back of the
footway, is composed principally of hawthorn and
holly with elm and privet. Behind this there is a
belt of mature trees of ash, horse chestnut, beech,
yew, holly and sycamore with some lilac and elder.
The extended hedgerow is an important feature in
creating an attractive approach to Sudbury, linking
Rectory Farm to the main body of the village and
enclosing the eastern boundary. There is some
evidence that it once ran alongside the northern
edge of the original approach road prior to the
realignment forced by the construction of the
former rectory – it has, therefore, long been part of
the fabric of the village.
South Eastern Edges
Particularly prominent is the mature group of ash,
yew and sycamore located to the south east of the
school which contains this corner of Sudbury.
However, it is the attractive agricultural landscape
beyond the Conservation Area boundary composed
of a patchwork of small fields with boundary
hedgerows and densely scattered hedgerow trees
which characterises this edge and provides the
setting for the village.

P77. Front gardens and hedges along School Lane
Features of particular note within the village itself
include two groups of mixed species trees to either
side of the buildings that include the general store
28

ZONE 4. The Deer Park
This zone comprises all the land within the
Conservation Area to the north east of the A50
bypass. It forms part of the deer park some of
which may have been in place from the mediaeval
period but which was certainly further laid out in
the early 18th Century by either the first Lord
Vernon or his father. The main feature of the area is
the deer cote which is said to have been built in
1723.
Originally this landscape would have extended up to
the north front of the Hall. However, it is now
physically separated from the rest of the
Conservation Area by the A50 bypass though a
visual connection is maintained due to the road
running in cutting.
The landscape is now an agricultural one, but like
areas to the south of the A50 it retains a strong
parkland character through the retention of many
groups and individual mature to over mature
specimen trees. As such it is part of a distinctive
landscape that extends beyond the northern
boundary of the Conservation Area into the wider
area of the park designated on the Register of Parks
and Gardens of Special Historic Interest. This part
of the park is particularly important in providing an
appropriate setting for the deer cote.

29

Sudbury

Conservation Area Appraisal

7. Relationship of Structures & Spaces
x Main Road
x Gibb Lane
x School Lane

RELATIONSHIP OF STRUCTURES AND
SPACES
Preamble
The purpose of this section is to address the
character of the area, in respect to the relationship
of the spaces and the buildings. It has been carried
out by way of a ‘trail’ through the village, which is
marked on Figure 12. Figure 12 also identifies
buildings and spaces that have visual importance
within the village-scape, principal and long-ranging
views across the area and gateways into the village.
One of the key characteristics of the village is that
many of the buildings have ‘private’, ‘secret’ or
‘enclosed’ space and their public ‘face’ is limited.
Main Road

P80. Vista away from village centre along Main Road

On approaching the village via Main Road from the
west, the vista into village is punctuated by the gable
of a three-storey brick building. Views both into
and out of the village are enclosed and the eye is
directed along the road, which is heavily landscaped
on both sides.

The land to the right of the road is within the
ownership of the National Trust. This area provides
a more formal setting to the Hall, than the parkland
further north. The Hall does not immediately come
into view as it is being approached obliquely and
tree planting within the extensive formal frontage
serves to restrain the eye.
To the left of this road the open space immediately
adjacent to the road beyond the embankment is
partially used as car parking for the National Trust
and there is a pedestrian link eastwards towards the
village. Beyond the pedestrian link, the land is
classed as an important recreation space. Brick walls
with stone copings frame the road to either side and
from the level of the road, glimpses of the Deercote
can just be seen.
A pair of lodges (listed Grade II) lie on the road
frontage and are linked by a formal ha-ha with
parapet wall (also listed grade II). Narrow drives
lead from this wall to the Hall and stable block and
a separate gated entrance serves the church. There
is a strong atmosphere of anticipation as the Hall is
approached.

P79. Vista into village from Main Road
On entering the village, the land surrounding
Sudbury is mainly comprised of flat agricultural land
with a heavily wooded backdrop.
From the car park (owned by the National Trust)
the road is enclosed on both sides by trees,
hedgerow and pair of houses to the right. On
approaching the Hall (located on right) the views
open up to the left and right of the road, the road
being at a lower level than the land to either side.

P81. One of the Lodges to the Hall
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Before reaching the main entrance to the Hall, the
access to the Church of All Saints (listed Grade II*)
is set at right angles to Main Road. The Church is
discretely located to the north of the Hall and is
reached by passing through the curtilage wall with
its brick entrance piers, ornate metal gates and
lantern.

P82.Walls and embankment opposite the Hall
The road itself physically separates the Hall from
the parkland area (from the perspective of the
pedestrian) but this is not so apparent when
assessing the wider parkland to the north, from the
Hall itself. The fact that the road is lower than the
adjacent land acts with the formal ha-ha to lessen
the impact of Main Road and retain the unbroken
setting of the Hall. Similarly the A50 bypass further
north is cut into the land and other than for a
number of high-sided vehicles and noise associated
with a major road, is not readily noticed. During
times of peak traffic noise, the A50 does have an
effect on the otherwise relatively tranquil setting of
the Conservation Area.
P85. Entrance to All Saints churchyard
The Church is low and squat and tucked neatly into
a formally laid out churchyard. The whole area has
an air of tranquillity and seclusion for reflection and
contemplation. The enclosing mature trees, many
Yew; the mixture of brick and stone walls, and
hedges, add to its character of antiquity and calm.

P83. Glimpses of the Deercote from Main Road
The predominant character of this area is of green
rural open spaces, with glimpses of warm brick
buildings interspersed. The natural colours and
consistent use of brick provides a uniformity to the
village.

P86. All Saints Church and churchyard
From the Churchyard a large studded gate and
pathway leads the traveller into the formal gardens
to the rear of the Hall via a cool, green, shadowy
path, which was most probably the original walk for
occupants of the Hall to attend the Church.
P84.View into the village
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From the Hall the Church is entirely screened by
woodland
and
landscaping.
Only
the
aforementioned doorway with its inscribed stone
panel to the left - OMNE BONVM DEI DONVM
(All good comes from God) and the initials V. E.
M. ANNO 1626 to the right, are apparent on
entering back into the churchyard.

P87. Doorway leading from Church to grounds of Hall
Once at the rear of the Hall the spacious and
formally laid out grounds, with their topiary forms,
lawns and gravel paths allow attractive views across
the informally planted lake. The lake is of elongated
form running north-west/south-east on the same
axis as the Hall and is around 700m in length. At
the south-east end of the lake there is an
ornamental bridge (listed Grade II) concealing a
dam. There is a contrast between the formal layout
of the gardens and the naturalistic form, planting
and walkways around the lake. Again these are quiet
spaces away from traffic and domestic noise
(although this is less likely during the summer
months when there are many visitors to the Hall.)

P89. Returning to the churchyard from the gardens
From the Hall frontage (especially from the higher
levels of the Hall) there are long ranging views to
the north to the Deercote and the extensive
parkland beyond. The land and buildings were
originally in the ownership of the Vernon Estate.
Although the majority of property in the village is
still within the auspices of the Vernon Estate, some
buildings and land have been sold; the National
Trust now has responsibility for the Hall and some
associated land. The Lake and some of the
surrounding agricultural land is in private
ownership.
It is important that this fragmentation of land
ownership does not lead to inappropriate forms of
development being sought which might affect the
character of the Hall or its setting or indeed the
wider environs of the Conservation Area. It is
apparent that much of the parkland to the north of
the Hall, comprising of flat agricultural land, has not
yet been affected by inappropriately designed or
sited development, but regrettably the impact of the
Sudbury Prison development does demonstrate that
adverse consequences can occur.

P88.View at rear of Hall across lake
From the rear of the Hall there are various private
pathways around the lake, through the Decoy and
close to the site of the kitchen garden. This area
which lies around c120m north-west of the Hall is
concealed from the Hall by planting. It consists of a
brick-walled enclosure (listed Grade II) within
which a private house is now sited.
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including one opposite the public house advertising
the local butchers shop and off Gibb Lane
indicating the Parish Rooms.

P92. Lantern and sign detail Vernon Arms

P90. Long-ranging views over parkland to the north

P93. A J Wild High Class Family Butchers, School Lane

P91. Long-ranging views over lake & woodland to the south
From the Hall the traveller continues along Main
Road to the open ‘green’ fronting the Vernon Arms
and where the built form of the village becomes
most apparent. The Vernon Arms is architecturally
interesting, its ornate chimneys, gables and finials
provide character in the street-scene. It special
appeal is not fully appreciated however, until the
pedestrian is level with the main front elevation of
the building (see P58.). It also demonstrates an
interesting lantern and sign which despite being
added later are considered to be in character with
the building and its function as a public house.
There are several interesting signs in Sudbury

P94. Parish Council sign 1918 – 1988, Gibb Lane
Opposite the ‘green’ to the Vernon Arms, which is
used as a picnic area in the summer, is the enclosed
bowling green and club-house. These activities,
along with other village facilities ensure that the
village remains vibrant.
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In the 1970s, Derbyshire County Council carried
out limited surface enhancement works in specific
areas of the village. Examples of this can be seen at
the junction of School Lane and Main Road and
fronting the cottages along Main Road

P95. Social activities at the bowling club
From this point on Main Road, brick buildings line
both sides of the road and the road becomes visibly
narrowed and there is a sense of enclosure. Many of
the buildings have little or no frontage areas and the
building line is directly sited onto the small
pavement. An exception to this is the small recessed
courtyard area opposite the Vernon Arms. This has
an attractive frontage space with a low walled
garden and a patterned design to the setts which
form the paths.

P97. Pebbled area to the corner of School Lane & Main Rd
At odds with the cottages along Main Road in terms
of its scale, material, colour and its corner
prominence in the street-scene is the mock halftimbered building which fronts onto School Lane.
This building facing staunchly onto School Lane,
vies for visual position against the cottages further
along Main Road and the eye is drawn to its dormer
gables and distinct contrasting colours.
Further along the road, the simple form of the
warm red brick cottages, appear to follow a curve
along the line of the road, whereas in reality they are
a linear terrace fronting onto the highway. The
repetition of the chimney-stacks and pots to the
cottages adds skyline interest and along with the
regular window patterns, provides an appealing
sense of rhythm and a uniformity to the streetscene. The properties are all two-storey and
domestic in scale and design. Many of the cottages
have their building line directly onto the footway.

P96. Setts to paths in courtyard garden
Much of the village has tarmac surfacing, some
dressed with gravel, which tends to give a more
‘urban’ appearance. Apart from isolated areas much
of the surfacing in the village is in good order.

P98. View along Main Road
On the opposite side of Main Road to the cottages
are buildings of a later period housing the village
shop.
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This and the adjacent property are served by two
sets of stone (and concrete) steps, which in their
changing levels add interest within the street scene.

land and the A50. At this point the A50 is most
noticeable, both in terms of noise and in its visual
form, with heavy traffic regularly passing. Although
the road is a ‘scar’ running east to west across the
conservation area, it nevertheless removes heavy
traffic which would have passed through the village,
causing more extensive congestion and pollution.
The area is screened to the south by a belt of trees
and hedgerow which forms a barrier to views
beyond and which extends to Rectory Farm to the
far east of the area. On entering the village from
this eastern approach, the vista is punctuated by a
pair of semi-detached early 20th century properties
currently excluded from the Conservation Area (see
P41.).

P99. Village shop and raised step areas
On passing the brick cottages, the village stocks
(Grade II listed) can be seen, again set into a
pebbled area fronting the cottages and adding
historic interest to the street-scene. Beyond this
point the cottage row has formal garden frontage.
with dividing hedges and low fencing.

P102. Gateway into village from the east
On re-entering the village the hedgerow boundary
becomes more formal, with gate piers and brick
walling. This boundary treatment is associated with
the Rectory and grounds, which have been
developed in the latter part of the 20th century for
housing. Unfortunately this does not respect the
form or character of the majority of properties
within the village.
P100. Garden frontages onto Main Road.

P103. Late 20th century development on the Rectory Garden
P101. Village stocks

The remaining part of the Rectory, fronting Main
Road, and its original garden space, are nevertheless
part of the history of the village.

From here the character of the area changes and
views off to the north, open up across agricultural
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Gibb Lane
Returning back along the Main Road into the
village, there is a small lane off to the north – Gibb
Lane. The Parish Council rooms are somewhat
mysteriously located down a tightly hedged
passageway off Gibb Lane.

P107. View northwards along Gibb Lane to Deercote
The vista along Gibb Lane from Main Road is
punctuated by the Deercote in the distance.
Off to the left of Gibb Lane and to the rear of the
Vernon Arms, is a car parking area which serves the
doctor’s surgery, along with two small ranges of
agricultural buildings - stables and barns.
School Lane
Almost opposite Gibb Lane and to the south of
Main Road, is School Lane which leads to Sudbury
Primary School. This eventually disappears into
rough surfaced track and agricultural land beyond.
The buildings at the top of School Lane close to
Main Road, form a tight terrace, with no frontage
area and the brick walling opposite forms a sense of
enclosed space.

P104. Passageway to Parish Rooms
Gibb Lane also hosts the Doctors surgery and
further along a pair of late 20th century bungalows.
Again, these are not representative in their form or
character to many of the village properties. Beyond
these bungalows are plain brick properties, simple
in their form and probably constructed in the mid
20th century. Some properties are currently included
in the Conservation Area, notably that to the west
side of Gibb Lane, as shown below.

P105. Late 20th century bungalows fronting Gibb Lane

P108. View from school back into village
This character changes further along School Lane
with the early 20th century properties being far more
spacious in terms of distances between buildings
and most have large garden plots. The school itself
also has most of its usable ‘play’ space to the front
of the site and this creates a feeling that the lane is
flowing out into the rural countryside beyond.

P106. Mid 20th century property to the west of Gibb Lane
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P109. View back along School Lane towards village
Once the residential properties and school have
been passed, the area opens out into a paddock area
fronting the old disused gas work building (grade II
listed). Beyond the gas works, glimpses of the tall
chimneys and cupola of the stables at Sudbury Hall
can be seen.

P110. Open paddock area fronting gas works
Beyond this southern edge of the Conservation
Area extends open agricultural land used for grazing
and arable farming. There are a couple of small
agricultural buildings further along the track which
were originally used as the blacksmiths and the
slaughterhouse.
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8. Negative Elements

NEGATIVE ELEMENTS

elements are deteriorating. It relates to problems
associated with the roof and masonry.

The village of Sudbury has few ‘negative’ elements
and overall the village presents a well-maintained
image. This is mainly due to land and properties
being responsibly managed by either the Vernon
Estate or the National Trust.

The building is currently in the ownership of the
Vernon Estate and has been deteriorating for some
time. Although limited repair works have been
undertaken in the past, predominately to the
chimneys, no regular maintenance appears to have
been undertaken for some time. There appears to
be no long-term maintenance programme in place.
It is also unclear whether the owners have given
consideration to potential re-use or re-sale.

The following are some examples of ‘negative’
factors that could be addressed to further improve
the appearance of the Conservation Area.
Surfacing

P111. Rough and uneven surfacing fronting north lodge
Surfacing in some parts of the area is poor. This is
particularly apparent fronting the lodges to the Hall.
Some enhancement works were carried out in the
1970s, which involved the introduction of pebbled
areas on School Lane and Main Street, but overall
there is a lack of historic floor treatment in the area.
The 20th century drives to the Hall have an
inappropriate tarmac surface and cut through the
listed ha-ha. These are currently in a poor state of
repair, as is the 19th century drive, which also
requires improvement.
The concrete kerbs along-side Main Road are
considered to be a negative feature and their
replacement with stone kerbs would be an
appropriate improvement.
Buildings at Risk
P112. The Old Gas Works - a Building at Risk

The Old Gas Works of 187 (Listed Grade II)
which originally served Sudbury Hall is currently on
the District Council’s Building at Risk list as being
at a grade 3 risk level.. Risk grades are based upon
criteria of condition and occupation. This grade of
risk ‘3’ is given to a building or structure, which is in
a poor condition and where many of the building

In addition to the above, the interior condition of
the South Lodge is poor and considered to be
visually in full view of the village.
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Enhancement works suggested :-

Fencing

•

The re-introduction of appropriate historic
surfacing, including the stone kerbs to Main
Road.

•

Restoration and repair to the 19th and 20th
century drives to the Hall.

•

A programme of maintenance to be
established for the Old Gas works, coupled
with a long-term future use.

•

Repair / refurbishment of interior of South
Lodge.

•

Fencing and other boundary works
assessed and repaired where appropriate

•

Undergrounding of overhead cables

P113. Fencing to the cricket ground in a poor state of repair
Overhead cables

The above issues need the co-operation of and
consideration by the following bodies:•
•
•
•
•

P114. Overhead cables on School Lane
Overhead cables are unattractive within the
streetscape and in this case detract from views along
School Lane. The District Council has offered grant
aid in the past to help fund undergrounding of such
cables, although it is acknowledged that this type of
work is costly and potentially invasive during
implementation.
Concerns have also been raised as to the speed of
traffic passing through the village. It has been
suggested that appropriate traffic calming measures
should be introduced. This should be subject to
proposed traffic calming methods being nondetrimentally invasive, particularly in visual terms.
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The Parish Council
Derbyshire Dales District Council
Derbyshire County Council
Relevant landowners including The Vernon
Estate and The National Trust and
The community of Sudbury
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9. Neutral Factors

NEUTRAL FACTORS

Unfortunately there is possibly little that can be
done to prevent this happening as many of the
properties on Main Road do not have any allocated
parking areas. At certain times of day, additional
cars park in connection with the primary school on
School Lane and in relation to the use of the
bowling green on Main Road. There is a small car
park which serves the Vernon Arms.

Neutral factors are. elements or areas that neither
detract from, nor enhance the conservation area,
but where there may be opportunities in the future
to enhance them
Areas of 20th century housing
The late 20th century properties within the grounds
of the Rectory are not particularly in keeping with
the Conservation Area in terms of their design,
being a mixture of single and two-storey detached
property. However the materials used in their
construction and some of their architectural
elements such as the chimneys and gable details can
be recognised and interpreted from the older village
properties. The properties are however, relatively
screened within the streetscape and are considered
to neither detract from nor enhance the
Conservation Area.

P115.Late 20th century housing in the grounds of the Rectory
P117. Car parking along Main Road

Similarly the bungalows fronting Gibb Lane are
considered to be a ‘neutral’ factor, in that their
presence does not overly detract or enhance the
area.

The National Trust provides extensive car parking
to the north of the Conservation Area off Main
Road, with pedestrian links to the Hall and village.
This site is well screened from the road and
sensitively signed posted. However, the Trust do
provide limited disabled car parking to the front of
the Hall, which does have some visual impact on
views from the Hall and towards the Hall itself

P116. 20th century bungalows on Gibb Lane
Car parking
Car parking in the village is visually intrusive as can
be seen in the photographs taken along Main Road.

P118. Car parking to front of Hall (disabled only)
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10. Conservation Area Designation

CONSERVATION AREA DESIGNATION
In 1969 Derbyshire County Council produced a
plan indicating the area of Sudbury that they
considered to be of ‘special architectural or historic
interest‘. This was a relatively compact area
enclosing the main buildings and structures within
the Village. Derbyshire County Council also
identified a wider area which was described as “an
area of special landscape interest associated with
Sudbury Hall, which included the Deercote to the
far north of the Hall; The Decoy and lake to the
west and south of the Hall; and a strip of natural
landscape area to the eastern approach”. The
boundary of these combined areas formed the
Sudbury Conservation Area boundary (see Fig. 1).
At this time, Main Road (the A515) still passed
through the centre of the village and plans were
proposed for a new bypass to the north of the
centre, which was subsequently implemented in the
early 1970s. The bypass cuts a swathe across land to
the north of Sudbury Village, dissecting the area of
special landscape interest identified on the plan
from 1969.
Other than the 1969 plan and some broad
correspondence relating to individual works within
the village, there is no information regarding the
designation of the Sudbury Conservation Area by
Derbyshire County Council in 1969 i.e there is no
identification of the special characteristics or quality
of the area, at the time of designation.
Since the designation there has been very little
additional building. Four properties have been
constructed within the grounds of the Rectory and
two semi-detached bungalows on Gibb Lane, most
probably all constructed during the 1970s. A
modern house has also been constructed within the
area originally used as the kitchen garden to
Sudbury Hall.
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