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Conservation Area Appraisal

6. Setting

SETTING
The immediate setting of the Conservation Area, i.e
land beyond its currently defined boundary, is
generally characterised by mid to late 20th century
development which virtually encircles the
Conservation Area boundary and extends to the
east and south of the village. Beyond the confines
of the built development, the area is typically
agricultural land, which is managed across a gently
undulating landscape.
Shirley village is approached from the north via Hall
Lane which is characterised by gently rolling fields,
copses of trees and well vegetated hedgerows which
are prominently raised above the level of the lane
and which line the road and field boundaries. Views
from Hall Lane rise across the agricultural land to
allow a glimpse of the Church of St. Michael,
partially hidden within a screen of mature trees. The
majority of the village is hidden from view.

Gently rolling agricultural land to the north
Beyond the immediate confines of the village core is
Shirley Vicarage (to the north-east), which is a
Grade II Georgian house, and can be seen in the
distance with a magnificent Lebanon Cedar in the
foreground.

The Old Vicarage and its associated Cedar

A glimpse of the Church of St Michael from Hall Lane

To the north-west of the village, the landform falls
away and reveals properties along Park Lane,
notably Park Lane Farm and Shirley House. The
lane continues towards Osmaston.

Immediately on approaching the village from Hall
Lane, the ancient route hollowed out between high
embanked hedgerows provides a secretive entrance
into the village, so that even at such close proximity,
the village is not immediately apparent.

Properties along Park Lane
Approach from Hall Lane
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To the north-east of the village is Shirley Hall Farm,
a Grade II listed building, which historically was the
home of the Shirley family, but has been much
altered from its mediaeval origins. However, the
moated site still remains, albeit now ‘dry’.

Beyond the Conservation Area boundary, a number
of modern properties have been constructed (pre
Conservation Area designation) along Back Lane
and are aligned to take advantage of long-range
views. The properties are principally constructed
from brick, although some display cladding to their
frontages.

Shirley Hall Farm
Late 20th century development on Back Lane
Properties on the periphery of the Conservation
Area boundary are generally well maintained and
include mature vegetation, in the form of
hedgerows and garden trees. These add to the rural
character of the area and create a pleasant ‘green’
setting to the conservation area.

Approaching the village from Derby Lane (east)
Long range views to the east, extend beyond the
high hedgerows which line the lanes, across rolling
agricultural land. Whilst not indigenous the oilseed
rape creates a colourful glow across a landscape,
punctuated by mature trees, either as individual
specimens or grouped together to form a small
copse.

Above and below: Grass verges, garden walls, hedgerows and
mature trees all add to the rural character of the village.

View east from Back Lane
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Similarly, southerly points of access and egress from
the village are all well vegetated, again adding to the
rural and secluded atmosphere of the village.

site across open, undeveloped land, indicate its
relatively low-key visual impact.

Properties on Meadowside – viewed from the south
There are a number of public footpath routes,
primarily to the west (and south) of the village.
From the public footpath which follows the western
edge, there are wide-ranging views across the
landscape. Hedgerows lining the western edge of
the Conservation Area create a physical and
definitive boundary which separates the built form
from its rural environs. As such views from the
footpath back into the village are limited, whilst
views out to the west are open and expansive.

View from the village south along Mill Lane
Twentieth century development to the north, south
and east immediately abuts and surrounds the
Conservation Area boundary. Much of this has a
relatively minimal visual impact due to mature
planting (e.g. on Derby Lane), or being of single
storey nature (e.g. Meadowside). Other properties
have a greater visual impact, due to their form and
design being at odds with the more traditional
properties in the Conservation Area. This relates to
elements such as shallower roof pitch, smaller
chimneys, cladding, modern fenestration patterns
etc. Properties beyond the Conservation Area are
also generally larger, and located more centrally
within the plot.
Meadowside Close which ‘fringes’ the southern
boundary of the Conservation Area was constructed
post Conservation Area designation (1981). This is
mostly visually low-key, single storey development,
with reasonably well vegetated gardens.

To the left (and centre) of the above photograph, a high
hedgerow screens the built development of the village from the
footpath and associated open countryside, along the western
boundary. Below demonstrates the open aspect and wide
ranging views to the west of the village.

Meadowside Close
Views to the south from this development enjoy an
open aspect across a landscape of fields, divided by
mature trees and hedgerows. Views back into the
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