Riber
Conservation Area Appraisal

9. Conservation Area Boundary Review

BOUNDARY REVIEW
The current boundary of Riber Conservation Area
was designated in 1971 and has not been previously
assessed or amended since that time.
The existing boundary follows Carr Lane which
forms the southern boundary of the Conservation
Area from The Dene to the Lodge. It includes The
Lodge, Riber Castle and its outer structures as well
as a parcel of land fronting the Castle. It follows a
public footpath to the north and east of the Castle
which continues along an unmarked lane towards
the junction with Riber Road. Before it reaches the
junction it follows a walled boundary to the west of
Windmill Cottage and then continues to the rear of
Beech House and Sunnyside. It joins the lane to the
north of The Hermitage and includes that building.
The boundary continues to the east of the
Hermitage in a southerly direction including fields
to the east of Riber Road and follows the eastern
wall of Kiln Croft, until it meets Carr Lane, to the
east of The Dene.
The existing Conservation Area includes the same
buildings and parcels of land that it did in 1971.
There have been no new properties erected since
that time, other than extensions to existing
buildings, although it is acknowledged that new
buildings are proposed in and around the grounds
of Riber Castle. The important areas of land remain
as important today as they were in 1971 and
therefore it is considered that the boundary of the
Conservation Area should remain predominantly
unaltered.
Proposed Inclusion:
However, along the unmarked lane which leads
from Riber Road to Riber Castle, there is a small
stone building set to the northern side of the lane,
at the base of the old quarry (now overgrown). This
structure appears to be of a similar design and
building construction to other structures within the
curtilage of the Castle. It is possible that it was built
at the southern end of the quarry as a smithy (?).
This building, which currently appears empty and
unused, is no longer within the same ownership as
the Castle and is therefore not included, or
protected by, the formal Grade II listing. As such
this building could be demolished without any
formal consent. It is considered that this building,
albeit a small part in the history of the Castle should
be retained as part of that history. It is therefore
recommended that the building is included within
the Conservation Area boundary.
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ADDENDUM:
A comprehensive public consultation on the Draft
Riber Conservation Area Appraisal and the
proposed amendment to the boundary; (which was
to include the small stone building to the east of the
Castle and south of the former quarry); was held for
a period of six weeks between 9th January and 20th
February 2014.
A Public Advisory Meeting was held at Matlock
Town Hall on 21st January 2014, which was
attended by a number of local residents. Following
the public consultation period, a number of written
and verbal representations were received and based
on these, further amendments were proposed to the
boundary.
These further amendments were presented to
Environment Committee on 15th May 2014 and
included recommendations to include the following
areas in the Conservation Area:
-

The village well and pond facing Riber
Lodge which has historic connections with
the Common land of the hamlet (see
below)

-

The former quarry, which has historic
connections, being the quarry where stone
was extracted for the construction of Riber
Castle (to which the small stone ‘smithy’
building, also relates).

In May 2014, the District Council approved the
amended boundary and the Conservation Area
Appraisal for Riber. The approved boundary can be
viewed at Figure 13.

40

KEY
Conservation Area
boundary (1971)
Proposal for
Inclusion
Riber House
Farm

Sunnyside
Windmill
Cottage

The Manor House

Meadow View

RI

BE

R

RO

AD

Riber Castle

Riber Hall Farm

Riber Hall

INSET

The Lodge

RIBER
CONSERVATION AREA

CARR LANE

Carr Lane Farm

Boundary Review

FIG 11

KEY
Conservation Area
boundary (1971)
Proposed Areas
For Inclusion
Riber House
Farm

x

Village well and pond

y

Former quarry and
'smithy' building

Sunnyside
Windmill
Cottage

y
The Manor House

Meadow View

RI

BE

R

RO

AD

Riber Castle

Riber Hall Farm

Riber Hall

The Lodge

x

RIBER
CONSERVATION AREA

CARR LANE

Carr Lane Farm

Boundary review
as amended/submitted
for Council approval

FIG12

KEY

Riber House
Farm

Sunnyside
Windmill
Cottage

The Manor House

Meadow View

RI

BE

R

RO

AD

Riber Castle

Riber Hall Farm

Riber Hall

The Lodge

RIBER
CONSERVATION AREA

CARR LANE

Carr Lane Farm

APPROVED CONSERVATION
AREA BOUNDARY - MAY 2014

FIG13

