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5. Landscape

LANDSCAPE CONTEXT

rowan (Sorbus aucuparia), and hazel (Corylus
avellana).
Hedgerow trees have a strong
influence in some parts of the landscape with
oak and ash (Fraxinus excelsior) as the main
boundary species with some holly. The presence
of ancient woodland and hedgerow oak and
holly may be indicative of a more extensive
ancient wooded landscape.
Trees around
farmsteads provide shelter and soften the impact
of buildings.

Landscape Character
The Conservation Area falls within the Wooded
Slopes and Valleys landscape type of the
Derbyshire Peak Fringe and Lower Derwent
landscape character area.
Landscape Character Map

This is a landscape of small fields enclosed by
hedgerows and dry stone walls. Mixed species
hedgerows contain holly, hawthorn (Crataegus
monogyna), hazel, field maple (Acer campestre)
and ash and often define a very irregular field
pattern. This indicates that the fields were
cleared directly from woodland using the shrubs
and trees to form the hedges. Dry stone walls
define a pattern of fields that is more regular
suggesting later enclosure of open ground or
common land. On higher ground the areas
enclosed by walls are likely to have been
moorland before they were enclosed.

Conservation Area boundary

Derbyshire Peak Fringe and Lower Derwent

A dense network
Sunken lanes are a
Also characteristic
isolated farmsteads
settlements.

Wooded Slopes and Valleys
The landform of the Conservation Area is
influenced by the underlying sandstone geology
which forms the high ground with which Riber
is associated.
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Over the sandstone bands and on the steeper
slopes the soils are coarse, loamy and free
draining but remain agriculturally poor.
Consequently the dominant land use is
permanent grassland for pasture or hay but with
occasional arable fields.
The network of watercourses often linked with
woodland bands and field boundary hedgerows
provide key wildlife habitat. On the well-drained
soils on the sandstone there are patches of
heathy acid grassland with bracken, gorse and,
occasionally, heather. Bracken is widespread
along field boundaries and road verges.

Riber Castle prominently located on the ridgeline
overlooking Matlock
Vegetation

Areas of semi natural woodland, some ancient,
are widespread particularly on the steeper slopes.
Woods tend to be small to medium sized and
irregular in shape.

Though the surrounding landscape on the
southern, eastern and northern sides is open in
nature with long uninterrupted views to distant
high ground, buildings within the Conservation
Area are almost completely obscured by the
quantity of trees and shrubs planted within
private gardens and along roadsides.

On acid soils woodland predominantly
comprises sessile and pendunculate oak
(Quercus petraea and Quercus robur) with
downy birch and silver birch (Betula pubescens
and Betula pendula), holly (Ilex aquifolium),

(See Figure 10 : Trees and Woodland)
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Garden and roadside trees largely obscure buildings in
views from the east.

Garden trees are prominent within the view when
approaching from the south

The grounds of Riber Castle, Riber Hall and
Riber Manor House in particular are
characterised by mature specimens of beech
(Fagus sylvatica), copper beech (Fagus sylvatica
Purpurea), lime (Tilia spp.), sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanus), oak (Quercus spp.), yew (Taxus
baccata), silver birch (Betula pendula) and
others.

Woodland is more a feature of steeply sloping
ground beyond the Conservation Area boundary
to the north-west. The narrow fields on this
side are bounded by hedgerows containing a
great many hedgerow trees. As a consequence
the landscape appears densely vegetated.

Areas of woodland, field boundary hedgerows and many
mature hedgerow trees give the impression of a well
vegetated landscape on the western side of Riber Castle
There are a number of public footpaths linking
roads and lanes, some creating enclosed spaces,
some opening out to provide extensive views of
the surrounding landscape.

Mature trees within the grounds of Riber Hall
characterise the street scene
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