The stone used for Riber Castle is predominantly
pitched or rock-faced. Worthy of note are the sizes
of some of the pieces of stone used in the Castle’s
construction. Some are enormous weighing many
tonnes.

BUILDING MATERIALS & DETAILS
Walling Materials:

Stonework
Stone is the predominant building material of the
settlement. This is a sandstone known as ‘Ashover
Grit’ but quarried near Riber Castle and Bilberry
Knoll. The Tithe map does not depict any specific
quarries but it is assumed that stone was quarried in
small areas around the vicinity of the settlement for
house and wall construction. The 1880 OS map
identifies the relatively large quarry opened by John
Smedley to supply an ample and very local supply of
sandstone for the construction of the Castle.
There are various types of stone walling for houses
used within the settlement. The stone used for the
Manor House is a squared, coursed, tooled
stonework. This is similar to that used at Riber Hall.

Coursed, squared & pitched face stonework used at Riber
Castle.

Coursed, squared & tooled stonework at The Manor House

Rubble stonework on outbuildings at Sunnyside Farm

Coursed, squared & tooled stonework at Riber Hall

Coursed, squared & pitched face stonework used on the
outbuilding (C19th) at The Manor House.
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Roof Coverings:
There are a variety of roofing materials used within
the Conservation Area. Part of Riber Hall and the
Manor House have traditional stone slated roofs
laid to diminishing courses.

Coursed rubble stonework to the rear elevation of The Dene

Render
There is only one instance of render to the three
chimneystacks on Rose Cottages.

Graduated or diminishing coursed stone slate roof at The
Manor House

A rendered chimneystack

Brickwork
There are no buildings constructed or partially
constructed from brickwork in the settlement,
however, some of the interior facing to Riber Castle
utilised red brick. This became visible when the
Castle deteriorated to a ruin and was never intended
to be seen or on-view.
Graduated or diminishing coursed stone slate roof at Riber
Hall

Only one other instance of red brick is to be seen in
the Conservation Area and this is a brick
chimneystack at The Dene.

The road facing roofslope to The Dene also has a
traditional stone slated roof.

Graduated stone slates and Staffordshire Blue clay tiles at
The Dene

A singular example of red brickwork at The Dene
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A number of properties have modern concrete roof
tiles. These became popular in the late 1950s and
throughout the 1960s. They are often referred to as
‘Hardrow’ tiles after the original manufacturer.
Concrete tiles may have replaced decayed stone
slates or clay tiles. Surprisingly, some concrete tiles
can be found, in part, on the eastern part of the
Manor House roof.

There are a number of instances of the use of
Staffordshire Blue clay tiles. The rear roof slope to
The Dene has clay tiles in association with a
Derbyshire detail of having several courses of stone
slates at the eaves line.

Concrete roof tiles used on part of the Manor House

Rear roof of The Dene showing Staffordshire Blue clay tiles
with an unusual four courses of stone slates at the eaves.

Meadow View is covered with modern concrete
roof tiles.

Windmill Cottage has a Welsh slate roof. The
transportation of Welsh slate became easier with the
coming of the railways. The railway came to
Matlock in 1849. No.s 1 & 2 Crich View, part of
Beech House, and No. 3 Rose Cottages all have
Welsh slate to their roofs.

Concrete tiles used on Meadow View
Chimneystacks:

The Hermitage is covered with Westmoreland slate
laid to diminishing courses.

All the historic buildings in the Conservation Area
have chimneystacks. The predominant construction
material being sandstone. In terms of design and
form they are generally simple and plain, although
some concessions to decorative detailing can be
seen.

The Hermitage – laid with Westmoreland slate

Simple stone chimneystacks at Sandi Cottage

Welsh slate roof at Windmill Cottage
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A plain stone stack at Crich View displaying an unusual
jagged stone capping piece
Most of the chimneystacks within the settlement
have chimney pots. These are generally plain and
simple, circular, clay pots (with the exception of
those on the Manor House & Hall).

Typical, simple stone stack with plinth and over-sailing
course at The Dene

Decorative clay pots of ‘Elizabethan revival’ style at the
Manor House
Windows & Doors:

The large and impressive external stone stack at The Manor
House

The earliest window type found in the settlement is
the mullioned and mullioned and transomed
window. This type of window evolved from the late
16th century and became universal during the first
half of the 17th century. In some rural
locations/areas the tradition continued towards the
close of the 17th century. These windows comprise a
chamfered stone surround with stone divisions (the
mullions & transoms) which hold the window
frames. The pattern varies and can be a single light
with large windows displaying eight, ten or even
twelve lights. The Manor House contains an eightlight window.
Both the Manor House and the Hall have leaded
glazing set directly into the stonework surround or
set within a metal frame to form an opening
casement. The leaded glazed pattern to the Manor
House is square & rectangular glass panes and those
to the Hall are similar.

An unusual and decorative stone stack at Riber Hall
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these were 2 over 2 sash windows which were
popular during the 19th century.

2 over 2 sash windows to part of Sandi Cottage
Examples of the casement window survive within
the settlement, however, many have been replaced
in modern times with windows to a modern pattern
or UPVC windows. No. 1 Rose Cottage retains an
example of a relatively simple timber casement
window.

Mullioned & transomed window with leaded glazing at
Riber Hall

Simple casement window at 1 Rose Cottages.
Of more unique survival are the cast metal windows
originally installed in the pair of cottages known as
Crich View. These are ‘Gothic’ in inspiration and
contain as small opening central section for
ventilation.

Three-light 17th century mullioned stone windows at Sandi
Cottage
Following on from the stone mullioned windows
was the sash window (first introduced to England in
the late 17th century. By the early 18th century it had
become the universal window type, but in rural
locations/areas a tradition for simple casement
windows evolved.
Sandi Cottage has an extension, possibly of 19th
century date, which displays 2 over 2 sash windows.
Meadow View also has a number of sash windows
but these appear to be modern installations.
Windmill Cottage and Swiss Cottages were
constructed
with
window
openings
designed/proportioned to take sash windows (now
replaced with modern windows). It is likely that

‘Gothic’ inspired cast metal window at 1 Crich View
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more commonly they are of painted timber –
perhaps a small canopy with, or without, timber
lattice sides. In their general size and form they
were diminutive elements on a façade and appeared
visually ephemeral.

Riber Castle was constructed with the design
concept of large windows. Some of the original,
decayed, timber window frames (without glass)
survived up until the current re-furbishment of the
ruin. These original window frames comprised a
simple moulded perimeter frame, vertical glazing
bars and one, or two, small opening sections on a
central pivoting mechanism. The windows were
single-glazed. Evidence also survived of the
inclusion of internal metal restraint bars located to
the inner face of the timber window frames. The
reason for this is considered to be a mechanism for
counteracting the force of wind on the windows. It
is not known if these were an original inclusion or a
later insertion.

The addition of porches to traditional buildings
appears to have increased dramatically in the latter
part of the 20th century. The following examples can
be seen within the settlement at Riber.

Large window openings at Riber Castle. The windows shown
in the photograph are modern replacements, replicating the
former window frame pattern (and colour).
As previously stated many windows, and doors
within the settlement have been replaced with
modern timber windows/doors or replaced with
upvc.
Porches:
The ‘porch’ has no significant architectural
precedent on vernacular houses. A traditional
characteristic of vernacular buildings is the fact that
they did not have porches and the doorways are
therefore a fundamental part of their elevations.
Occasionally the door would have a horizontal
stone canopy (perhaps supported by stone brackets)
to provide some protection against rainfall and as
an architectural element of the building façade.

Examples of modern porches added to the front elevations to
historic properties.
Conservatories:
Historically, conservatories were the preserve of
country houses being used for the purpose of
growing exotic plant species and flowers and for
pleasure. In terms of their size, shape and form they
could vary considerably. Their transition to small
domestic houses is a phenomenon which began in
the 1980s with the production and easy availability
of ‘upvc’ conservatories, generally in a brilliant
white plastic or sometimes in a brown wood-effect

Houses built with porches, as an integral part of
their design, are first seen towards the end of the
19th century, however, they remained a rare
occurrence. These can be of stone construction but
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colour. The roofs are generally of opaque plastic
sheeting. Rather than serving the purposes of
horticulture they were added to houses as a way of
providing an extra living room to a property. In this
regard, and as a consequence of their constructional
material, they became modular and ubiquitous in
form, shape and appearance. Many examples trying
to reflect a ‘Victorian’ or ‘Edwardian’ style but in
reality providing a poor and unconvincing pastiche.
Within the settlement the largest conservatory is
that attached to the eastern side of the Manor
House.
Principal gateway to Riber Hall

Conservatory attached to the Manor House

Simpler stone gate piers to the secondary access point to Riber
Hall.
The stone gate piers to the Manor House comprise
simple monoliths topped with simple caps and ball
finials.

Polygonal, modern, conservatory at The Hermitage
Gates & Gateways:
A number of large and impressive gateways are to
be found within the settlement – primarily related to
the larger houses. The oldest gateway is to Riber
Hall with its channelled stonework piers topped
with moulded caps and ball finials. The gateway is
reached by four semi-circular stone steps. The
timber gates themselves are modern in date.

Gate piers to the Manor House
The principal gate piers leading to Riber Castle
(which actually lead to the rear of Riber Hall) are of
relatively modern date and replicate those, in some
respects, to Riber Hall.
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Modern stone piers leading to Riber Hall and Riber Castle
The gateway leading to Riber Castle comprises of
pitched face monoliths, with margins, and a simple,
shallow, pyramidal caps. The metal gates are
modern.

Gateway and piers to Riber Castle.
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