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ARCHITECTURAL & HISTORIC QUALITY

General Characteristics:
Whilst being a very small settlement it contains
three important buildings of architectural note –
Riber Hall, the Manor House and Riber Castle. The
presence of three such large and imposing buildings
gives Riber an architectural importance far greater
than its size suggests. The Castle is perhaps the
most well-known building in the settlement.
The predominant building material is sandstone and
roofs are predominantly laid with Staffordshire Blue
plain clay tiles. See section on ‘Building Materials and
Details’.
*

*

*

*

*

Pre 17th century:

The eastern wing of the Manor House – dated 1633

Riber does not possess a medieval church or chapel
as it was associated to the parish church of St Giles,
Matlock, a mile or so away.

Riber Hall is dated 1661 but part of the building –
that to the northern side - may date to a generation
earlier – perhaps the 1640s. This was also a home of
the Wolley family who occupied it until 1668 when
it was sold to Capt. John Statham of Tansley.
According to records the Hall was split into two
dwellings as early as 1724. It remains divided (the
southern part was a hotel, established in the 1960s
but it has reverted to residential use with an
antiques showroom and associated holiday lets).
Whilst holistically appearing as one property,
emphasised by its mullioned and mullioned &
transomed windows and gables part of the roof is
covered with Welsh slate denoting the division of
the property. To the roadside frontage is a wall with
a stone balustrade and decorative gate piers and
semi-circular steps.

The lower, western part of the Manor House may
date from the late 16th century and would, therefore,
represent the oldest built fabric in the settlement.

The western wing of the Manor House

17th century:
The eastern (higher) part of the Manor House is
dated 1633. The datestone above the first floor
window has the initials ‘GW and MW’, for
members of the Wolley family. It is ‘T’ shaped with
mullioned and mullioned & transomed windows
typical of the period.
Riber Hall
A long rectangular ancillary building, now converted
to a dwelling (Greenways Farm) to the north east of
the Hall also dates to the 17th century, with some
minor later alterations. This may be the original

‘GW MW 1633 – datestone on the Manor House
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stabling block or animal house to the Hall. The
property has two surviving cruck frames.

Meadow View
The Dene, on Carr Lane, is a detached property
(with attached byre) dating from the early to mid
18th century. The byre dates from the 19th century.

Greenways Farm
Part of Sandi Cottage dates from the 17th century as
depicted in the presence and survival of some stone
mullioned windows.

The Dene

19th century:
Riber Castle was constructed between 1862 and
1868. The ancillary buildings and structures are
extensive comprising walled gardens and
courtyards; stabling, lodges, coach house and garden
buildings.

Sandi Cottage – 17th century with 19th & 20th century
additions

18th century:
No.s 1,2 & 3 Rose Cottages and Meadow View may
date from the later 18th century, although all have
undergone significant alterations, additions and
modernisation.

Riber Castle (south-east front, during conversion works)
At the entrance to the drive, adjacent to the main
road is a lodge (described in 1892 as the ‘Chapel’),
constructed at a similar time to the Castle. To the
rear of this was another building which in 1892 was
described as the ‘Gas House’ (demolished).

1, 2 & 3 Rose Cottages
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Windmill Cottage

The Lodge

Parts of Beech House date from the late 19th or
early 19th century, however, it was enlarged and
extended in the 20th century.

Whilst it is recorded that John Smedley was his own
architect for the Castle it has to be assumed that he
had assistance in the craft of building construction
and detailing by someone (perhaps a master-mason)
who knew how to turn his ideas (and perhaps
sketches) into reality. In terms of building
construction it is a complex and well detailed
structure the constructional mechanics and logistics
of which would have been beyond the general
knowledge of Smedley himself.
Crich View & Keepers Cottage were constructed, as
a semi-detached pair, between 1850 and 1880. The
Tithe map of 1849 depicts a larger building on this
corner site forming a corner property between the
two roads. This must have been demolished and the
current properties built. Crich View retains its
original cast metal window frames set within
‘Gothick’ openings.

Beech House (south)
Swiss Cottages (No.s 1 & 2) also appear to have
been constructed between 1850 and 1880. The
Tithe map shows a smaller building on the site
which was replaced by the current pair of cottages.

Swiss Cottages
Crich View (right) and Keepers Cottage (left)

Byre Cottage is a former ancillary building serving
the Hall which has been converted in the late 20th
century to residential use. It dates from the mid 19th
century.

Windmill Cottage appears to have been constructed
in the first half of the 19th century.

11

Byre Cottage

20th century:
The Hermitage is a stone built bungalow
constructed in the 1930s, with later alterations.

The Hermitage
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