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INTRODUCTION
The Purpose of a Conservation Area Character
Appraisal
It should be noted that when considering the
designation of a Conservation Area, or potential
alteration of the boundary either by extension or
reduction, the restriction of potential development
within the area is not a factor. Reference in this
regard should be made to the relevant national and
local planning policy guidance and legislation. The
relevant policies and legislation which would apply
to development in this Conservation Area are
outlined in more detail in Section 8 of this
document.

A conservation area is “an area of special architectural or
historic interest the character or appearance of which it is
desirable to preserve or enhance.” They are designated
under section 69 of the Planning (Listed Buildings
and Conservation Areas) Act 1990). The Council is
obliged by section 71 of the same Act to formulate
and publish proposals for the preservation and
enhancement of any parts of their area, which are
conservation areas.
Derbyshire Dales District Council (DDDC) has an
approved programme to review its existing
Conservation Areas (33 in total) and to consider
other potential areas in their administrative
boundary for conservation area designation, which
have usually been identified, by a Town or Parish
Council.
The contents of this Conservation Area Appraisal
are intended both as a guide for owners and
occupiers of buildings within the conservation areas
and as a guide for the Local Planning Authority.
Once approved the contents are a material
consideration when determining applications for
development, dealing with appeals or proposing
works for the preservation or enhancement of the
area.
This Appraisal document defines and records the
special architectural and historic interest of the
Riber Conservation Area & identifies some
opportunities for enhancement. The Appraisal
follows the model set out in English Heritage
guidance (Guidance on Conservation Area
Appraisals - February 2006).
This includes consideration of the following
factors:• Context
• Origins and Development.
• Archaeology
• Architecture and Building Materials
• Landscape
• Setting and Character
• Problems, Pressures & Capacity for Change
• Policy and Legislation
• Boundary Review
The Appraisal considers the wider setting of the
area, the historic development of the settlement and
its immediate environs.
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SUMMARY OF SPECIAL INTEREST
•

The settlement occupies a hilltop position
with the Castle overlooking Matlock and
the Derwent Valley

•

Riber Castle is an iconic landmark within
the surrounding landscape and from which
there are stunning panoramic views.

•

There are long distance views towards the
Castle from surrounding areas, but the
hamlet is virtually unseen from afar.

•

Views from the settlement are out across
attractive landscape of agricultural land, but
do not command the same degree of
spectacular views as from the Castle.

•

The hamlet is a formed of a small group of
eclectic buildings spanning the 17th, 18th,
19th and 20th centuries but the area retains
a strong sense of visual integrity due to the
consistency of construction methods and
materials.

•

Important open spaces within the area
allow views of the key buildings in the area.

•

The hamlet is virtually all residential,
comprising mostly vernacular stone
cottages and farm buildings, although the
Manor House and Riber Hall display a
more formal architectural style.

•

It is a high quality environment with most
buildings and associated land in good
condition.

•

Most of the historic buildings have retained
their chimneystacks

•

Many of the properties have fine specimen
trees in their gardens which provide an
attractive backdrop to the properties.

•

A landscape of small fields enclosed by
hedgerows and dry stone walls with a dense
network of winding lanes, some ‘sunken’.

•

The area is overtly rural. Agricultural land
surrounds the area and there are no formal
pavements only informal grass verges.

•

Woodland is a feature of steeply sloping
ground beyond the boundary of the
Conservation Area.
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1. Riber in Context

RIBER IN CONTEXT
Derbyshire Dales

Designated Heritage Assets :

The Derbyshire Dales are located within the East
Midlands and form most of the western side of the
County of Derbyshire. The Derbyshire Dales
administrative District covers an area of
approximately 79,000 hectares (307 sq miles) and
comprises some of the most diverse and beautiful
scenic areas in Britain. The Peak District National
Park covers over half the area of the Derbyshire
Dales and is responsible for the planning functions
in that area. Outside of the Peak District National
Park, Derbyshire Dales covers approximately
33,000 hectares (128 sq miles) of land with a total
population of around 45,000. Within the District
itself there are 33 Conservation Areas and around
1327 listed buildings.

Riber Conservation Area
In 1971, having been identified as being of special
architectural and historic character and appearance,
Riber was an early designation as a Conservation
Area, following the Civic Amenities Act of 1967. It
has not been reviewed or assessed since that time.
The old hamlet of Riber lies to the east and southeast of the exposed summit of Riber Hill and
overlooks rolling countryside which falls away in
those directions. The hamlet is sheltered from the
turbulent winds that affect Riber Castle, situated on
the brow of the hill and which commands attention
from every side.
Two fine 17th century houses, cottages
predominantly from the 18th century and stone
walls and barns group together to form the village
proper, with the Castle slightly removed and built to
serve as a ‘statement’ and a home for a wealthy local
landowner.

The majority of the District is rural in character and
comprises attractive areas of countryside
interspersed with a large number of villages and
hamlets. The main settlements within the District
are Matlock (population 9500), Wirksworth
(population 5200) and Ashbourne (population
7000).

The architecture reflects the geology of the location
with local gritstone being used throughout the
hamlet for external walls and in some cases roofing
slates. However, this is an agricultural landscape of
pasture land, woodland and small settlements. An
undulating plateau stretches from Riber Hall to
Bilberry Knoll, where rough moor-land replaces
pasture.

There is a definite contrast in landscape ranging
from rugged uplands in the north to the softer
fertile agricultural land in the south. Equally there is
a diverse range of building materials; from the
creamy pink sandstones, buff grit-stone, grey-white
limestone and charcoal grey slates found
predominantly in the north; to the warm orange-red
brick, bluish hues of Staffordshire tiles and crisp
brown, sepia thatch, brick and timber framing
found further south.

Riber has changed little since the building of the
Castle (at the end of the 1900s). Alterations have
been made to existing buildings, but little new build
has been introduced. The most modern build in the
area, which is not yet constructed, will relate to the
‘enabling’ development approved to support the
repair and conversion of the Castle, which is
progressing slowly and steadily.

Topography
Riber is located on the leeward side of a plateau to
the south west of Matlock. The land rises steeply
from Old Matlock and Starkholmes with Riber
Castle perched on the edge of the escarpment
(Riber Hill) forming a dramatic silhouette
overlooking the steeply cut valley of the River
Derwent. The Castle is one of the most distinctive
and highly visible features within the local landscape
The top of the plateau, which is about 800 feet
above sea level, is generally flat and divided by drystone walls. There is no stream or brook in the
immediate area.

Riber Castle forms an imposing and iconic
landmark, on the axis of the Derwent Valley and
was constructed for John Smedley as his private
residence. It was remarked upon by Sir John
Summerson (Architectural Review 1940) as “An
immense Castle, planned with ludicrous optimism to fulfil a
function which it never served, or could not serve; decorated
with the naïve barbarity of a Methodist turned
Caliph…..Yet it was a stirring place…in that coarse, biboned Derbyshire setting, the building rivets attention”
In 1971 it was considered that Riber had remained
as an attractive hamlet of stone buildings within an
impressive rural setting. With the exception of Riber
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Hall and at that time Riber Castle (which was then
used as a fauna reserve) it had also remained
primarily in residential use. It retained its strong
sense of visual integrity due to the consistency of
construction methods and materials (grit-stone
walls, rubble field walls, roofs of stone slates and
blue clay tiles).

in this document, on the whole the Conservation
Area has retained many of those key elements
which led to its original designation.
Matlock
The largest adjacent settlement to the north-west is
Matlock. It is comprised of a string of smaller
settlements running along the River Derwent.
Typical of this region are steep sided gorges,
underground caves and large caverns. The larger
limestone Dales, generally come down to lower
levels and have been traditionally well wooded with
sheer cliffs or crags of white and grey rock rising
abruptly above the trees. Old Matlock (or Matlock
Town) was the original settlement and its offshoots
Matlock Green, Matlock Bridge, Matlock Bank,
Matlock Dale and Matlock Bath, are all now
recognized for their contribution to the character
and appearance of the area by their Conservation
Area status.

In 1971, the designation was on the basis of
concerns that the then ‘ideal condition’ of the area
should be preserved. There were mounting
concerns that new development either within or
adjacent to the area could be damaging. Land
opposite Riber Hall, for example, was considered to
be an integral part of the character of the hamlet,
affording views to and from the Hall and uniting
the view of the settlement from Carr Lane. Any
development was considered likely to harm this
aspect.
Similarly concerns were raised regarding the
landscape setting and that inappropriate
development (such as tall buildings, modern
bungalows etc.,) in or close to the hamlet, could
easily harm the scale and balance in the relationship
of settlement to landscape. In 1971 it was
considered that no new development should be
allowed in the Conservation Area unless it could be
demonstrated that the essential character of the area
(as described in the documentation), or its
landscape setting should not be adversely affected.

To the north of Riber lies the Lumsdale
Conservation Area and to the far south the
Conservation Areas of Cromford and Castle
Top/Lea Bridge / High Peak Junction are located.
Listed Buildings.
‘Listed’ buildings are buildings and structures
included on the ‘List of Buildings of Special
Architectural or Historic Interest’. Buildings are
‘listed’ by English Heritage in conjunction with the
Department of Culture, Media and Sport.

It was also recognised at designation that minor
alterations could have a damaging impact both
individually and cumulatively on the hamlet. This
included proposals such as flat roofed extensions,
modern windows, and concrete roofs. These types
of works were identified as being incompatible with
the traditional forms of construction and the
vernacular character of the area. It was considered
that extensions, garages, sheds etc., needed to be
carefully controlled through the planning process.
At the time of the designation concerns had been
made in respect of traffic problems mainly
associated with tourist activities to the fauna
reserve, which are no longer an issue, as the Castel
has not been used for this purpose for many years.
Minor
improvements
were
recommended
particularly in respect of careful maintenance
required to field and boundary walls, grass verges
and in respect of rationalisation of traffic and
directional signage.

Buildings and structures can be listed Grade I,
Grade II* or Grade II dependent upon their special
interest. In Riber Conservation Area the following
six structures are listed:Riber Castle –

Grade II

Riber Hall –
Grade II*
(includes Riber Hall & Riber Hall Farm)

The extent of the current Conservation Area
includes 9.3 ha of land and within its boundary
there are 6 listed buildings, out of a total of circa 20
properties. Since that original designation, whilst
some changes have taken place, which are outlined

Front garden wall & gate piers–
(to Riber Hall & Riber Hall Farm)

Grade II

Barn (Greenways Farm)

Grade II

The Manor House –

Grade II

The Dene –

Grade II

The listed buildings are shown on Figure 3. Full
details can be found in Appendix 1.
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World Heritage Site Buffer Zone
The Derwent Valley Mills site was inscribed on the
World Heritage list in December 2001. It extends
from Matlock Bath to Derby and defines a cultural
landscape of exceptional international significance
due, in the main, to its association with pioneering
innovations in textile manufacture and the
development of manufacturing and technology.
The boundary of the World Heritage Site encloses
approximately 1229 hectares and the Buffer Zone
extends to 4363 hectares. The Buffer Zone is
defined in order to protect the site from
development that would damage its setting.
The entirety of the Riber Conservation Areas lies
within the World Heritage Site Buffer Zone (see
Fig.3).
Local Wildlife Site
A Local Wildlife Site is a non-statutory designation
afforded to areas identified as important for nature
conservation. The Register of Wildlife Sites is
maintained by Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. The
designated sites are protected within the land use
policies of the statutory Local Plan.
One such site, ref: DD256, exists at Hilltop Farm
Complex just outside the Conservation Area to the
north. The area supports a variety of habitats
including secondary broad-leafed woodland,
hawthorn scrub, acid grassland and moorland as
well as a small spring-fed pond (see Fig.3).
Public Rights of Way
The rights of way system including footpaths, green
lanes and bridleways is a most important means of
access to and enjoyment of the countryside and is
protected by local planning policy. Derbyshire
Dales District Councils’ records show a number of
public footpaths traversing open fields within the
Conservation Area (see Fig. 3).
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Manor House - Grade II
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The Dene - Grade II
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