Plate 8. Hopton Wood Stone Firms Ltd. stonemasons yard & sawmills straddling Main Street, Middleton, circa 1910
Within the village of Middleton, the Enclosure
award of 1833 set aside two areas of land for the
quarrying of stone, specifically “to be used for the
purpose of digging & getting stone & other
materials for the making or repairing the Bridges
Highway & Roads within the said township of
Middleton by Wirksworth”. These were the
forerunners of the quarry at the top of Water Lane
and a small quarry off Main Street, to the south of
Middleton Mine.

evidence that other quarries in this immediate area
were established in the 1820s (Thomas, Tarmac
Papers, 2000). These quarries were approached off
Old Lane, which was the road that originally linked
Wirksworth and Cromford, before the construction
of the turnpike road in 1759. The Hopton Wood
Stone Company owned these quarries from 1857,
when it was first registered as a limited company, as
well as the upper section of Middle Peak Quarry.

Hopton Wood Stone was first extracted on the site
now occupied by Middleton Mine, within the
conservation area, during the second half of the
19th century. Whilst digging out the foundations for
a workshop on his land in 1846, William Killer (a
local carpenter) discovered that the Hopton Wood
Stone beds outcropped in his garden. It was
fortuitous timing as the company operating out of
Hopton Wood quarry to the west of Middleton
Moor had recently been awarded a contract to
supply Hopton Wood stone for the flooring within
the Houses of Parliament. They approached
William Killer to supply additional Hopton Wood
Stone. He gradually extended his landholding & in
1872, with his four sons, began trading as “Killer
Brothers”.
Sawmills were set up at the road frontage alongside
the quarry in about 1871 (Ian Thomas, 2000). In
1884 Killer Brothers paid the LNWR to build a
branch line, which led from their yards at
Middleton to the Cromford & High Peak Railway.
By the 1900's there was a well-established
dimension stone operation at the site. It was a

Plate 9. Killer Brothers advertisement (late nineteenth
century)
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Plate 10. H S Flint postcard of Middleton Quarry with the
Preston shed in the distance, circa 1930
surface operation but in order to reach the lower
levels of Hopton Wood limestone, the hillside had
to be regularly worked away to remove the overburden. Killer Brothers bought property on the
hillside when it came up for sale and gradually
acquired sufficient areas to enable them to
demolish the houses and expand the quarry in
several waves of quarry expansion. The following
roads, which were later removed, were identified in
1833; Slack’s Lane, Buckley’s Road, Roarer Road,
Else’s Road, Flint’s Road, Creswell Gate Road,
Hawleys Road, Grattons Road, Hill Top Road &
Spencer’s Road. Today the part of the settlement
perched on the hillside, on the edge of the quarry,
is a fragment of its original extent. Somewhere in
the region of 35 cottages have been demolished
since the 1840s.

Plate 12. Extract from 1922 Ordnance Survey map.
Demolished buildings from two phases are highlighted in
pink; the post 1922 quarry expansion and the late C20
road widening
established by Messrs Killer Brothers (1880 OS),
built alongside the road on a site just to the south
of the present Village Hall, also supplied the village
of Middleton in the 19th century.
Another two quarries were established to the northwest of Middleton, off Water Lane, both just
beyond the conservation area boundary. The first
of these was established by 1880, at which time it
was referred to as Old Quarry, meaning that it had
probably finished operating. The second of these,
known at various times as Water Lane Quarry,
Redhill Quarry & eventually New Hopton Wood,
was established in the early 1900s, and by 1922 it
had expanded to its current extent and was served
by a tramway, which ran along the length of the
occupation road as far as the C&HPR. It was
developed by a rival firm to “Hopton Wood Stone
Firm Limited” and it was not extracting the
dimension stone that is referred to as Hopton
Wood, but rather the Monsal Dale Limestone, for
block stone (pers. comm. I Thomas). HWSFL
took action against this rival firm in the High Court
for “passing off” their stone as Hopton Wood
Stone. Although the quarry had been taken over by
HWSFL in 1924 and the quarry had closed by 1930,
it did not stop HWSFL from deliberately extending
the Middleton quarry to sever the tramway and the
occupation road, and remove the potential for
future expansion of this operation and a further

Plate 11. The Hillside at Middleton, circa 1880, as seen
from Duke Street
Killers trade in sawn stone began to grow
independently of the Hopton Wood Stone
Company Ltd. but in 1905 the two companies were
merged to form the “Hopton Wood Stone Firms
Ltd” (HWSFL).
The quarrying operation at Middleton required a
gasworks, which meant that machinery within the
quarry could be gas driven. The Gas Works,
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Jackson’s Mine (lead) had been superseded by the
Killer Brothers quarrying operations and a huge
shed incorporating a masons’ workshop was
constructed on this site, to the east of Main Street,
which accommodated this labour. Half of the shed
was known locally as the “Preston
End” (demolished). The spoil from this & the
extended quarrying operations led to the creation
of large spoil heaps on the east side of Main Street,
which still survive, partially disguised by trees.

piece of the hillside was nibbled away, leaving the
two sections of road & tramway disjointed.
To the south of Rise End at Middleton lies Middle
Peak Quarry. Most of the material that was being
quarried from here was the “mountain limestone”,
which was used for blast furnace flux, the beds of
Hopton Wood Stone being buried much deeper. A
long series of independent quarries were established
along the length of Middleton Road, between
Cromford Road in Wirksworth and the Cromford
& High Peak Railway. By the early 1900s this had a
long quarry face sandwiched between the present
Wirksworth to Middleton Road and another, higher
level road, which linked Rise End with Greenhill in
Wirksworth. This has changed beyond recognition,
with the removal of the top road, and the quarry
face is now much further away.

Dimension stone operations continued until the
1950's when, due to the rapid development of
concrete technology, the demand for natural stone
products fell and processed products, using the
stone, took over. Towards the end of the decade it
became increasingly uneconomic to keep stripping
the overburden (which was increasing in depth as
the quarry cut into the moor), to gain access to the
high purity Hopton Wood beds, and it was decided
to start underground operations.

In the south-east of the conservation area, to the
south of the High Peak Trail, lies a series of
quarries that are collectively known as the Coal
Hills cluster. These are now within the site of the
National Stone Centre. The quarries to the south
of the High Peak Trail were operated by the Shaw
family (later Bown & Shaw’s Quarry) and were
traditionally used for producing lime, which was
burnt in their limekilns on site. Limestone was later
extracted for road stone. The hamlet of Coal Hills
appears to have been built in association with
quarrying, and may well predate the arrival of the
Cromford & High Peak Railway, in the 1820s. It
lay to the immediate north of the railway, to the
east of Coal Hills Quarry. It comprised a row of
semi-detached workers cottages, of between 6 and
8 houses, which faced south. To their immediate
west was a large limekiln, which still stands and is
visible from the National Stone Centre car park.
Today there is no visible evidence of this hamlet,
most of the buildings having been demolished in
the 1930s. All that survives are footings amidst the
undergrowth.

Hopton Wood Stone Firms Ltd. at that time were
operating a lead mine in Matlock and moved two of
the personnel to Middleton. Work on a drift access
was started on February the 4th 1959. This vast
mine now has over 35 kilometres of tunnels, with
17 metre by 17 metre pillars of limestone
supporting the roof, which is in places up to 15
metres high.

In the 1920s the creamy-white Hopton Wood
Stone was chosen by the Imperial War Graves
Commission for many of the headstones in the war
cemeteries in Europe, the Far East & elsewhere.
Over 120,000 headstones were manufactured at
Middleton and transported via the Cromford &
High Peak Railway to Cromford Canal.

Plate 13. Middleton Mine in the 1980s

In 1964 Tarmac took over the quarries in the
south-east part of the conservation area, around
Coal Hills. The last quarrying activity in this area
was in 1966, when the quarries produced stone for
Wimpey, and the current residual quarry faces that
lie on either side of the National Stone Centre date
from 1966. Coal Hills Quarry, to the north of the
railway line is largely as shown on the 3rd edition
OS map of 1922. Coal Hills Quarry became an
early tar making plant.

Such was the shortage of local labour during the
immediate post-war period that a male labour
workforce was brought in from Preston in
Lancashire to dress the headstones.
Special
pantograph machinery was developed in order to
mechanise the process of cutting the engraved
lettering for the headstones. The site of the former
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The 1966 quarry face in the western quarry at The
National Stone Centre
The National Stone Centre was built on the site of
the six disused quarries and it officially opened in
1990.
In 1968 Derbyshire Stone merged with Tarmac
Ltd, who ultimately put the lease of Middleton
Mine up for sale towards the end of 1990. The
lease was acquired by Croxton and Garry Limited
(now part of Omya Croxton & Garry). The mine
ceased operating in 2006 and has been decommissioned.
20th Century

The most significant change to the historic
settlement came in the 1980s when a road-widening
scheme was partly implemented by the County
Council. It involved removing many buildings on
the west side of Main Street between The Green
and Middleton Primary School and on the east side
of the road at Rise End. The old zig-zag road
alignment was straightened and the road and
pavements were widened.
During the second half of the 20th century a large
amount of housing was built on the east side of the
village, filling the open fields which lay between
Duke Street, Chapel Lane and Main Street.

16

KEY
17th century
18th century
1800 - 1843
1843 - 1880
1880 - 1922
Post 1922

MIDDLETON BY
WIRKSWORTH
CONSERVATION AREA
This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown
Copyright and may lead to prosecution of civil proceedings (100019785) 2009

N
BUILDING CHRONOLOGY

FIGURE 6

