RATIONALE FOR CONSERVATION AREA
EXTENSION

included parts of Causeway Lane, Firs Parade, Steep
Turnpike, Bakewell Road and Bank Road. The
following outlines why some elements are
recommended for inclusion and why others are not
recommended for inclusion. It concludes with a
brief statement justifying the proposed extension.

Background
The Matlock Bridge Conservation Area was
designated in 1989 and focussed on the Dale Road
area and included the bridge itself. At that time
however Derbyshire Dales District Council also
discussed the possibility of an extended area.

Causeway Lane / Firs Parade
The length of Causeway Lane proposed for inclusion
within the extension area encompasses a small group
of architecturally interesting buildings that form a
discrete landmark feature on one edge of Crown
Square. The other buildings on the north side of the
lane leading up to Firs Parade were considered for
inclusion but were not deemed to be of sufficient
architectural quality to merit inclusion particularly
given the fact that many of their frontages had been
degraded, in terms of their character, by modern
shop fronts.

The area discussed included the following:
•

•
•

•

•

The south east side of Bank Road from the Post
Office to Crown Buildings, described as being of
similar quality as Dale Road;
The Post Office;
Crown Buildings, dated 1889 and surmounted
by the original crown giving its name to Crown
Square;
The tram shelter that served the Matlock Bank
Cable Tramway, an important link with Matlock
Bank Conservation Area;
The Derbyshire Times building that illustrates
the fashion of its time for mock Tudor styling.

A Heritage Economic Regeneration Scheme (HERS)
was established in 2003 for the Matlock Bridge
Conservation Area. As part of this process a
Character Appraisal was also completed. This
recommended that a further extension be
investigated and that the area be reappraised to
identify potential targets for HERS funding.
Review of the Conservation Area Boundary
Planning Policy Guidance 15 ‘Planning and the
Historic Environment’ states that it is the quality and
interest of areas that determine the designation of
conservation areas rather than individual buildings. It
requires a judgement to be formed in respect of the
special architectural or historic interest which has
character and appearance worthy of preservation or
enhancement.

Shops north of ‘Matlock Ford’ building
At the other end of Causeway Lane the ‘Matlock
Ford’ building marks the south-east gateway to the
town centre, indicating a use change to commercial
development. This is continued by the adjoining
shop units and the former Ritz cinema. The shops
and the Matlock Ford building were considered for
inclusion but their relatively modest architectural
form and highly altered states means that they have
not been recommended for inclusion.

Designation of a conservation area is not intended to
protect landscape features except where they are an
integral part of the historic environment and provide
a setting to those buildings that form the heart of the
designated area. It may apply to historic parks that
contain structures of special merit that would be
included in the categories of development subject to
conservation area controls.

The former Cinema is a locally interesting example
of 1920s cinema architecture. It has a strong
townscape presence and forms the terminus for a
key view from Crown Square. Serious consideration
was given to including the building within the
extension area however this would have resulted in
an inconsistent boundary jutting out from Causeway
Lane. The building’s architectural and townscape
merits were not considered sufficient to justify this,
although it is acknowledged that the building is an
important element of the proposed extension area’s
setting.

The boundary of the area considered for inclusion
within the Conservation Area extension is marked
on Figure 1. It encompasses Hall Leys Park, Crown
Square and parts of Bank Road, Bakewell Road and
Causeway Lane. Other areas around the proposed
extension were also considered for inclusion. These
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Firs Parade is considered to be inappropriate for
inclusion in the conservation area due to its tired and
bland design, which is at odds with the historic
character of the surrounding area. In addition, the
car park at the rear of Firs Parade on Steep Turnpike
detracts from the setting of Causeway Lane, and also
the setting of the adjacent library. The library was
originally a dwelling-house dating from the early 19th
century, which was altered in 1944 to adapt to its use
as a public library. The style and scale of the building,
together with the trees are of notable character,
quality and historic interest. However it is physically
divorced from Causeway Lane and therefore
recommended that it is not included in the proposed
extension.

these locations to ensure that it does not detract
from the setting of the proposed extended
conservation area.

Altered premises on Bakewell Road

Bank Road
The terraces of buildings that stretch from Crown
Square along the eastern side of Bank Road continue
the architectural and historical themes established in
Crown Square. A number of the buildings are also of
architectural merit in their own right, e.g. the Post
Office and the 1925 Art Deco building and some
contain surviving historical shop fronts. This side of
the road is therefore recommended for inclusion
within the conservation area extension.

Firs Parade (rear of)

Bakewell Road / Imperial Road
The terraces of buildings that stretch from Crown
Square along Bakewell Road are a continuation of
Crown Square exhibiting similar architectural
character and historic interest. The Railway Inn
marks the gateway to the town centre and the start
of substantial commercial development. This part of
Bakewell Road area is therefore recommended for
inclusion within the conservation area extension.

The opposite side of Bank Road is far less cohesive
but attempts at 20th century infill have sought to
replicate the characteristics and scale of their older
counterparts. In conjunction with the linear
definition of Bank Road it is considered that, in
townscape terms, the lower part of Bank Road
relates to Crown Square and is worthy of inclusion,
but that the new building on the junction with
Imperial Road should be excluded as this does not
sufficiently reflect the character of the wider area to
merit inclusion.

By contrast, the stretch on the northern side from
and including Somerfield contains a disparate range
of buildings many of which date from the 20th
century or have been heavily altered in the 20th
century. These are generally of negligible historic or
architectural interest. This theme follows through to
Imperial Road which features access to the
supermarket upper level car park and the Lido which
was built over and enclosed in 1972.

Crown Square
Crown Square forms the centre of the proposed
extension.
Its
buildings
are
broadly
contemporaneous with the development of Dale
Road (part of the Matlock Bridge conservation area)
and are the historic heart of the area that now forms
the town centre. They display integrity and character
equal in standing to those on Dale Road and hold
together the space that defines the heart of the town
centre.

It is therefore recommended that the majority of
buildings on the north side of Bakewell Road and off
Imperial Road are excluded from the proposed
extension on the basis that it they have insufficient
architectural or historic interest. Some of these
buildings abut the stretches of Bakewell Road that
merit inclusion in the conservation area and hence
influence its character. However, there are other
mechanisms available for controlling development in

The buildings to the south of Crown Square,
Derbyshire House, are of later style than the
remainder of the Square but are key in providing a
focus at that end.
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The space itself is however dominated by traffic and
unsympathetic street furniture. It is recommended
that Crown Square be included within the
Conservation Area for its architectural and
townscape cohesion but that such designation
should serve as an impetus to improve its streetscape
qualities.

the development and evolution of this area of
Matlock. The proposed extension encompasses a
number of key buildings and supplies a cohesive
extent of historic townscape. The proposed
extension around Crown Square provides a physical
and historical linkage between the Matlock Bridge
and Matlock Bank conservation areas and reinforces
the importance of the historical connections between
these two areas.

Hall Leys Park
Hall Leys Park plays a vital role in ‘The Matlocks’ in
that it unites the town centre with Matlock Bridge
and Matlock Green. It also represents a significant
development in the town’s social history given its
planned origins.

Overall, the proposed extension would create an
integrated corridor of historic and architectural
interest running from Matlock Green, though to
Matlock Bridge and up to Matlock Bank. This
corridor can serve as an anchor for the future
regeneration of the town whilst supplying a high
quality built environment for residents and visitors
alike. The proposed extension has considerable
architectural and townscape merits and tangibly
demonstrates the historical evolution of this key area
of Matlock.

Hall Leys Park from the north
The park has recently been restored and is an
attractive space that provides an open contrast to the
built form of Crown Square and environs. The main
characteristics of Hall Leys Park that contribute to
the setting of Crown Square are its contrasting
openness and mature trees. These are important to
the setting of the existing and proposed
Conservation Area, and whilst they be protected by
alternative mechanisms such as Tree Preservation
Order and policies of the Local Plan it is
recommended that the park be included in the
conservation area.

Conclusions
The proposed extension to the Matlock Bridge
conservation area encompasses two distinct but
strongly related elements, namely Hall Leys Park and
Crown Square, with its adjacent roads. Hall Leys
Park is a highly attractive and recently restored
historic urban park that has strong historical
connections to the development of Matlock and in
particular Matlock Bridge. It is of sufficient quality
to merit inclusion in the proposed extension and
provides a physical link between the Matlock Bridge
and Matlock Green conservation areas.
Crown Square, with its associated roads, has a strong
architectural and historical character that relates to
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