Longford
Character Appraisal

5. Landscape Context & Setting

The underlying geology of Permo Triassic
mudstone, siltstone and sandstone creates a broadly
undulating to gently rolling landscape through
which a number of narrow watercourses wend their
way. Local flooding is responsible for the deposits
of alluvial mud over gravels which are often
characteristic of these features leading, in some
instances, to permanent standing water and waterlogging of the ground. Soils are consistently
reddish, fine loamy or silty over clay. The
predominant land use is dairy farming or stock
rearing on improved permanent pasture with some
arable farming where local topography and soil
conditions are suitable.

LANDSCAPE CONTEXT & SETTING
Preamble
The natural and man-made landscapes that provide
the setting for buildings are important elements
affecting any Conservation Area. This section of the
Appraisal is particularly concerned with the
components that most influence the character and
quality of the environment surrounding Longford.

There is little of ecological value in the intensively
farmed areas.
However, isolated patches of
unimproved grassland, hay meadows associated
with small farms, steeper slopes and local features,
such as the churchyard, provide floristic interest.
Other important wildlife habitats are those
associated with field margins, numerous mixed
species hedgerows with hedgerow trees –
particularly oak and ash - and roadside verges.
These are supported by a network of watercourses
fringed by dense lines of riparian trees and
associated patches of rush pasture. In addition,
Carr Wood is an important feature as is parkland
associated with Longford Hall that contains many
mature specimen trees and occasional small game
coverts.

View across Longford Park towards Longford Hall and St
Chad’s Church
Landscape Character
The Study Area extends across two Landscape
Character types within the Needwood & South
Derbyshire Claylands landscape character area.

Though woodland is relatively scarce, tree cover is
generally good due to the dense scattering of trees
in the field boundary hedgerows (mainly oak, ash
and willow), along the watercourses (mainly alder
with some willow) and within the parkland (a wide
variety of species including horse chestnut, beech
and sweet chestnut). Collectively, these filter views
through the landscape.
Small to medium sized semi regular fields
predominate. These are generally enclosed by
hedgerows containing a good variety of species such
as hawthorn, holly, hazel, blackthorn and dog rose
indicating age and maturity. The cultural pattern
remains largely intact except where there has been
some field amalgamation in areas of arable farming.

Riverside Meadows

Settled Farmlands

A dense network of winding lanes, footpaths and
green lanes connecting small settlements and
scattered farmsteads is characteristic throughout the
Settled Farmlands landscape type. The former
Roman road between Derby and Rocester that
largely follows the line of Long Lane is a particular
feature.

The Riverside Meadows landscape type, which
follows the courses of the Shirley, Brailsford and
Longford brooks, runs vein-like through the
surrounding Settled Farmlands landscape type
which is characteristic of higher ground above the
flood plain.
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Landscape Planning Context (see Figure 9)
Vegetation within the area under consideration
tends to be associated with field boundary
hedgerows and hedgerow trees, lines of trees along
the watercourses and individual tree specimens and
groups of trees within Longford Park. There is little
woodland. Particular features include the long
avenue of horse chestnut trees on the drive
approach to St Chad’s Church; trees within the
churchyard itself; the gardens at Longford Hall,
Longford Mill, the Mill Farm and Mill Side. Well
tended private gardens are also a feature of Main
Street.

Local Wildlife Sites.
This is a non-statutory designation afforded to areas
identified as important for nature conservation.
The Register of Wildlife Sites is maintained by the
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. The designated sites are
protected via the land use policies of the Derbyshire
Dales Adopted Local Plan.
There is one Local Wildlife site within the study
area at St Chad’s Church (DD224). The area is
primarily of interest as remnant unimproved
grassland and species rich neutral grassland. Even
small areas of this habitat type are important in this
part of lowland Derbyshire. Characteristic species
include wood anemone, primrose, wild strawberry,
oxeye daisy mouse ear hawkweed and vetches.

Trees and Woodland (see Figure 10)
Conservation Area designation provides for all trees
with a stem diameter of 75 mm and above
measured 1 metre above ground level with a
measure of protection. No felling, lopping or
topping of these trees is permitted without
providing six weeks notice to the Council. In
addition Tree Preservation Orders (T.P.O.s) have
been placed on a number of trees in the study area:

Another Local Wildlife Site lies just beyond the
north western boundary of the Study Area at Carr
Wood (DD353). This comprises some ancient
semi-natural woodland with conifer plantation and
areas of deciduous woodland. Tree species include
larch (Larix decidua) and other conifers,
pedunculate oak (Quercus robur), sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanus), ash (Fraxinus excelsior), sweet
chestnut (Castanea sativa) and poplar (Populus spp).
Wetter areas associated with a stream include willow
(Salix spp) and alder (Alnus glutinosa). The
understorey comprises hawthorn (Crataegus
monogyna), blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), elder
(Sambucus nigra) and Wych elm (Ulmus glabra).
Rhododendron (Rhododendron ponticum) is also
present. The field layer includes common nettle,
red campion, yellow archangel, wood millet,
horsetails, hogweed, wood avens and various ferns.
In the wetter areas there is opposite leaved golden
saxifrage,
marsh
bedstraw,
forget-me-not,
bittersweet, great willowherb, reed canary grass,
wild angelica and butterbur.

Area TPO (004/A1). Trees at Longford west of
The Glen, Main Street. Willow and Lombardy
poplar (Populus nigra Italica).
Area TPO (004/A2). Several trees of mixed species
north of Brookside and east of Thatched Cottages
on Main Street.
Individual TPOs (004)
•
•
•
•
•

School Playing Fields
The site of the school playing fields at land to the
rear of the Parochial CE Primary School in
Longford is also identified in the Adopted Local
Plan (Policy CS1(f)) as being a site where planning
permission would not be granted for any
development that would prejudice the site.

•
•
•

Topography and Vegetation
The topography of the area around Longford is
unremarkable being broadly undulating to gently
rolling. Generally the land describes the shallow
valley of the Shirley and Longford brooks falling
gently from higher ground at around 100m a.o.d. in
the west and east to around 80m a.o.d. in the centre
of the village.

•
•
•
•
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T1, T2 – Oak in field south of Long Lane
opposite South Park Lodge.
T8, T9 - Oak, either side of Shirley Brook
south of Long Lane
T3, T7, T14, T15 – Horse chestnut eastern
side of Main Street (northern end)
T5 – Oak in grounds of Longford Oaks
T6, T16, - Oak in field east of Longford
Oaks
T18 – Ash in field west of School Row,
Main Street
T22, T23, T24, T25, T26, T27 – Oak in
field marking western boundary/ditch to
properties on west side of Main Street.
T17 – Oak associated with 004/A1 (see
above)
T13 – Poplar by Brailsford Brook
T10, T11, T12 – Oak on field boundary
south of Brailsford Brook
T19, T20 – Ash in meadow south of
Midhurst on Main Street
T21 – Willow in meadow south of
Midhurst on Main Street.
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FIG 9
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FIG 10

