Longford
Character Appraisal

3. Archaeological Significance

It is possible that a small circular enclosure to the
north west of Bupton corner has been identified as
a moated site. The aerial photograph of 1971 shows
this small circular enclosure as an earthwork but
appears too small and of the wrong shape to be a
medieval moated house site. It is possible that it was
a pond, however, further research/investigation
would be required.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE
In the triangular field to the east of Cottage Farm
are the archaeological remains of the former road or
trackway which led down to a fording place over
the brook. This road or track was made redundant
in 1842 when the Earl of Leicester paid for the
construction of the brick/stone bridge immediately
south of Mill House. The undulations in the field
can be clearly seen.

A park was established to Longford Hall as early as
the 13th century. The tithe map of 1840 records a
large tract of land to the north west of the Hall as
‘Park’ and comprises a large open field or space.
Whilst the exact limits of the park to Longford Hall
require detailed landscape analysis its extent can be
judged by the instances of tree-planting that
occurred during the 18th and 19th centuries (in the
‘Capability Brown’ mode). This is shown on Figure
6.
Associated with Longford Hall park is the Roman
Road which ran in an almost straight line
(east/west) between Rocester and Derby (Little
Chester). The former line of the road running
through the park and parish of Longford can still be
discerned and its presence seen on the ground.
Aerial photographs also show its ‘shadow’ running
through modern arable fields. This road has
significant archaeological importance not only in its
physical remains but also in the fact that a
thoroughfare has existed in this area for nearly two
thousand years. Although the Historic Environment
Record does not include any references or data to
Roman finds made in the area, the possibility of
potential Roman finds within the hinterland of the
road cannot be ruled out.

Undulations in the field south of Mill House indicating the
former road/trackway removed in the 1840s
At Lower Thurvaston, a mile or so to the east of
Longford are the significant remains of a medieval
settlement and part of an open field system. These
remains are a Scheduled Monument (SM29941) and
comprise house platforms, ditches, sunken
trackways and some ridge & furrow. Whilst the
remains of Lower Thurvaston are visible and
significant the same visual evidence around the area
known as Bupton is far more ephemeral. This area,
centred on Bupton corner, would benefit from
more detailed archaeological landscape investigation
in order to ascertain if any remains of a larger (or
lost) medieval settlement survive.

It is of interest that some of the ridge & furrow
overlays the line of the Roman road leading to the
assumption that by the medieval period the road
had already been ‘lost’ or was so indistinct that
fields were laid over it.

Apart from the ridge & furrow included in the
Scheduled Monument other areas of ridge & furrow
survive closer to Bupton and in other areas around
the settlement. An aerial photograph of 1971 shows
the extent of ridge & furrow survival at that time. In
the following 30 years much of this has been
ploughed out. Modern maps clearly show that the
field patterns (notwithstanding the survival or not of
ridge & furrow) to the east of Bupton (and within
the parish boundary of Longford) are of medieval
origin. Elsewhere in the parish and vicinity of the
village the field pattern is more representative of
early-mid 19th century enclosure. What survives
(today) of the medieval ridge & furrow holds,
therefore, some historical and archaeological
significance for the settlement.

At a later date (medieval period) when the Roman
road may have been lost in part or returned to
nature, a more undisciplined road system was
formed. Figure 6 shows the former road system
through the southern part of Longford Park. This
was still in existence in 1840. The new, and current
road, probably dates to the 1850s/60s and its
purpose was undoubtedly to take traffic further
away from the vicinity of the Hall allowing it to be
more deeply embedded within its park and
surrounded by a parkland landscape. The physical
remains of this former road system can still be seen
both on the ground and, in places, where the road
was bounded by trees along its route.

There are references to a ‘moated’ site in the vicinity
of Bupton seen on aerial photographs of the area.
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FIG 6

Within the village framework there is a reasonable
expectation that archaeological deposits and
evidence relating to the Roman, medieval and postmedieval periods survive below ground. Such
evidence may be brought to light during excavation
work associated with new services and foundations
for new buildings or extensions.
The Historic Environment Record (held by
Derbyshire County Council) includes the following
records for the Longford area.
Longford Park (HERS ref 22608). Though all existing
boundaries of the parkland associated with
Longford Hall are modern, records indicate that the
Longford family had a park at Longford in 1330 the
license for its enclosure having been granted as early
as 1251.
Earthworks west and north west of Longford Hall (HERS
ref 22611). The earthworks were identified from an
aerial photograph of 1971 and have been variously
interpreted as: i/ the site of the deserted medieval
village of Longford first mentioned in 1197. No
visible indication of abandonment is, however,
observable, and ii/ the site of a brick kiln. A field
to the north west of Longford Hall is named as
Brick Kiln Meadow in the schedule of 1840 which
has led to the alternative interpretation.

The line of a former road/trackway south of Longford Hall
removed in the 1840s/50s.
The tithe map of 1840 records a number of
buildings that no longer survive. Principally
amongst these is an Inn which stood immediately
west of the existing (derelict) Almshouses. The Inn
building and its curtilage have been completely
removed, however, there may be archaeological
remains below ground. Similarly, to the west of the
Hall was the Vicarage. This too has been completely
removed but archaeological remains may survive
under the surface.

Bupton (HERS ref 22603). Aerial photographs have
revealed crop marks which appear to indicate the
former presence of a medieval settlement which
might be evidence of the lost village of Bupton.
Bupton, close to the modern village of Longford,
was referred to as Bubandune in Anglo Saxon wills
of c. 1002 and in Domesday. It was a hamlet
surrounded by ridge and furrow, field banks and old
water courses. There is no surface evidence of
desertion and ploughing has destroyed the majority
of the field banks and roads visible in the aerial
photographs. There is much ridge and furrow in
the area, however.

In 1957 a stone crosshead was found in the
Brailsford Brook (north east of the Ostrich Inn).
This has been dated to the 13-14th century and may
have been associated with the church or its
churchyard at some time or possibly a free-standing
preaching cross.

Roman Road (HER ref 99020). The line of the
Roman (43AD – 409AD) road running west from
Derby, via Little Chester to Rocester and Stoke is
well marked, almost continuously. Much of it
remains as a road (Long Lane) though the present
road is diverted around the southern edge of
Longford Park and again to the north of
Alkmonton.
Stretch of Roman Road Agger – Longford Park (HERS
ref 22620). The agger (embankment upon which the
road was built) revealed itself, on an aerial
photograph of 1971, as two parallel features
running east to west exactly on the projected line of

15th century cross shaft in the churchyard (the cross head
dates from 1897)
9

the Derby to Rocester Roman Road through
Longford Park. Ridge and furrow to the south and
east does not respect the agger which suggests it has
not been a conspicuous feature for many years.
Section of Medieval Road – Longford Park (HERS ref
2264). This road, shown on the tithe map of 1840,
had disappeared by the time of the first edition of
the O.S. map published in the late 1870s, its route,
however, which ran either side of the Longford
Almshouses from east to south west, is visible as a
line of trees on the same map. It is also clearly seen
on the aerial photograph of 1971.
Ridge and
furrow visible on the aerial photograph appears to
respect the line of the road suggesting that it was
medieval in origin. It is also possible that the road
may have formed part of the southern boundary of
the medieval deer park.
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