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INTR O DUC TIO N

This booklet outlines the vision that was created by the
people of Hurst Farm and local organisations based on their
aspirations and plans for the future. Standing at the top
of Hurst Farm looking across to Riber Castle in September
2017 when I first became Estate Regeneration Manager,
I could not have imagined the scale of the Vision that would
unfold. Over a two-year period through consultation and
supported by strong partners, utilising many of the resources
and assets on Hurst Farm, a fifteen-year plan has started
to emerge, with the aim to improve the environment,
people’s quality of life, and create new opportunities for the
community to thrive.
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This one-off booklet has been created so that we can all
celebrate the life, the place and the people of Hurst Farm,
and give you an overview of plans for the future. Hurst Farm
is a fantastic community with a strong sense of place and
history, and wonderful people. My hope is that this booklet
is not only a celebration of a truly great place to live, but
is also a way of telling residents, visitors and potential volunteers
about the plans for the development of a community that has
been an integral part of Matlock since 1949, and will become an
ever more important part of the Town over the next few years.
Marie Schmidt, Estate Regeneration Manager DDDC on behalf
of Hurst Farm Committee.
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TH E V IS ION

We have an ambitious Vision for Hurst Farm. In a partnership
between local people and local organisations we aim to
focus on some of the issues that local people have told
us are important to them, such as community safety,
the environment, leisure and recreation, traffic and transport,
community facilities, health and wellbeing, housing and
training and education.
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We will be taking new approaches to tackling long-standing
issues, whilst at the same time developing the community’s
capacity to manage its own community assets, create prosperity
for local people, and take control of its future. People from
Hurst Farm have told us that what matters to them is that their
children and grandchildren can look forward to a bright future,
and we believe that by working together in partnership we can
achieve this.

5

MAS TERBR AN D

Hurst Farm already has a number of important
assets, including the Community Centre run by
Friends of Hurst Farm, the Social Club, Castle
View School, the parks, woodland, and of course
some wonderful, committed and hardworking
people.
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By working together we can develop these assets to
create a thriving community with excellent opportunities
for employment and volunteering, income generation,
training, leisure and recreation, and play and development
for children and adults. Our vision is that Hurst Farm will
become a vibrant community with an excellent quality of
life for residents, and with many attractions that will draw
visitors to the area to support the local economy, providing
jobs and income for local residents.
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S UB -B R AN D

Most of the community assets described here, such as the
Heritage Walk, will eventually be managed by a communityowned Company called Hurst Farm Green Estate. The
Company will manage the woodland and paths, local parks
and playgrounds, and other green areas around Hurst Farm,
and will offer employment, volunteering opportunities and
training for local people.
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It will create and manage a high quality environment
which will feature wildflower meadows and areas for Forest
School. The Green Estate model is inspired by the very
successful organisation which transformed Manor Park
Estate in Sheffield.

Hurst Farm already has a variety of habitats with an
interesting mix of wildlife, including the scarce Wall
Butterfly, and we are keen to protect and enhance these
habitats to protect and improve biodiversity through good
management of the green spaces.
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S UB -B R AN D
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Grow to Give DE4 is a registered Charity which aims to set
up a community garden on Hurst Farm, which will provide
fruit and vegetables to people using local foodbanks, and
to other people in need.

It will provide volunteering opportunities for local people,
and will enable them to learn horticultural skills to help them
grow their own food at home. Once it is up and running, the
community garden will be passed on to a Hurst Farm based
organisation to manage.
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S UB -B R AN D

Hurst Farm Social Club has played an important part
in the life of the community of Hurst Farm for over fifty
years, and many people have fond memories of the happy
times they have spent there. Our vision is that it can be
transformed into Farmers View, a modern, family friendly
community facility with a café, a bar, a farm shop,
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and lots of space for a variety of activities benefiting
local people and visitors. Its position makes it ideal for
people using the footpaths to call in for a coffee and
a snack, and when it is refurbished,

it will be ideal for classes, music and comedy, cinema, parties
and wedding receptions. It will provide important income
and jobs for Hurst Farm, and provide Hurst Farm and
Matlock with a top class venue.
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The Café and farm shop based at Farmers View will
be a great place to meet friends for a chat, buy some local
produce, or drop in for a well-earned cup of tea when you
have finished walking the footpaths around Hurst Farm.

It is intended that the Milk Churn will be a wonderful social
space for the people of Hurst Farm, and will also attract lots
of visitors from near and far.
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S UB -B R AN D

Funding from the National Lottery Heritage Fund has
already been gained to begin the development of a
Heritage Project to celebrate the pathways around
Hurst Farm which pass through beautiful woodland and
link the four interesting historic sites of Bailey’s Tump,
the Wishing Stone, the John Bowne Memorial and Lumsdale
Industrial Heritage Site.

16

It is planned that a circular route will eventually link these
with Matlock Town Centre, Tansley and Riber Castle.
These improved and maintained pathways will be
of huge benefit to the residents of Hurst Farm who will be
able to more easily spend time in beautiful, natural

spaces which will benefit their health and wellbeing;
and jobs and volunteering opportunities will be created for
local people. The Heritage Walk will also attract many visitors to
Hurst Farm. Connecting residents on Hurst Farm to the natural
environment and heritage on their doorstep.
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Plans are in place to use green space adjacent to Castle
View School as a Camp Site for visitors. Hurst Farm
lies on the edge of the Peak District and camp sites
in the area are hugely in demand.

Developing a good quality campsite will generate important
income for Hurst Farm, and will provide accommodation for
people visiting the area around Hurst Farm and Matlock.
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S UB -B R AN D

The idea of Forest School started in Scandinavia, and it
enables children and adults to spend time outdoors in
nature, learning new skills, gaining confidence and playing.
With its beautiful woodland and green spaces, Hurst Farm is
an ideal location for a Forest School.
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Being involved in a Forest School can hugely improve
people’s ability learn and develop, and it has become
increasingly popular in the UK in recent years.

A partnership between Friends of Hurst Farm and Castle View
Primary School, supported by initial funding from Awards for
All, will train local people to deliver Forest School activities,
and enable the development of a Social Enterprise, bringing
income and jobs to Hurst Farm.
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S UB -B R AN D

The Community Centre on Hurst Farm has been a hub
of community activity for many years, and is currently
run by local charity, Friends of Hurst Farm. Many
activities currently run out of the Community Centre, and
a Community Development Manager is now based there.
In the future, the Community Centre will become even
more important, as many of the activities described
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in this booklet will be co-ordinated and managed
from the Hive, as it will be known. It will also be an
Information Centre for Hurst Farm residents and visitors
to Hurst Farm, where people can get help and advice, use
a computer and volunteer.

Developing volunteering on Hurst Farm is a priority
for Friends of Hurst Farm and the Hive in the future, and
people will be able to visit to find out what volunteering
opportunities are available, both on Hurst Farm and more
widely.
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CONTACT US
info@hurstfarm.co.uk
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