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Hurst Farm

Community Newsletter

Welcome
Welcome to the fifth edition of the Hurst Farm Community Newsletter. Our aim is to share information about events within
the community, while also highlighting the work providers and organisations are offering and events at the community centre
and the social club.

We

Hurst Farm!

Growing the
Hurst Farm
Money Tree
together!

Featured projects
In each newsletter we feature a person who
has contributed to the community in some way. In this
newsletter we want to showcase not a person, but the
exciting developments happening on the Hurst Farm
project.

S

ince the newsletter started 1year and half ago things
are starting to happen on Hurst Farm. The
consultation events that took place last summer have
given us some insight into what the key issues, priorities and
aspirations are for residents on the estate.
We are building on this knowledge and have started to
develop projects and are applying for funding and we have
had some success already! Between Friends of Hurst Farm,
Social Club, Castle View Primary, Derbyshire Dales District
Council, Derbyshire County Council, the Derbyshire Dales
Council for Voluntary Service and other partners we have
started to grow the ‘money tree’ for Hurst Farm in earnest.
From the consultation we learned that a big priority for many
residents and children on the estate is the Spider Park and
Orchard Pocket Park. You told us that you want to see a
better play area and a wildlife and community garden.
Following this input we managed to secure a grant from the
‘Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local
Government’ (MHCLG) to refurbish the Spider Park play area
on The Orchard.
This is the first phase of improvements which will see the
Spider Climbing frame and swings repainted and new safety
surfacing installed. We also managed to get funding for one
new piece of play equipment. This will be a group swing
which is accessible for a wide age ranges and abilities and is

promising to offer much fun! We are hoping that the
installation will be complete by mid June ready for this
summer. These refurbishment will also see the creation of a
natural ‘woodland’ play area. New trees donated by Matlock
Town Council and planted by volunteers are in already next
to the play area and these will be followed by wildflower
bulbs in the autumn. There are further phases planned for
The Orchard including a CCTV camera and we would like
more input from residents to help us shape these ideas.
After receiving a DCC Action Grant, the FoHF community
group have recently set up a ‘Stay and Play’ group which
now runs weekly at the Castle View Primary School and the
Community Centre for parents with babies and toddlers.
Soon we will also be welcoming a Community Development
Manager on Hurst Farm. As part of the big Vision for Hurst
Farm this post will help run the community centre, work with
the community to support residents and volunteers to
develop projects, activities and business ideas on the estate.
We are hoping to be able to open the community centre
regularly to allow residents access to information, computers
and WiFi. We are also working on the refurbishment of the
Social Club, the development of the historical footpaths
around Hurst Farm and the woodland.
There are other projects that we are also developing and
we would love residents’ input!
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Improvements to the Non Traditional or PRC homes
Derbyshire Dales District Council is keen to support the improvement of the remaining non traditional or PRC homes on
Hurst Farm. There are 43 homes that for one reason or another have never benefited from improvement works. The
District Council is unable to fund the full cost of modernisation, which is currently around £50,000 per property. However they can offer to cover the cost (between £5,000 and £7,000) of installing a new external skin that will improve the
appearance of the property and dramatically improve the energy efficiency of homes, saving residents money on their
heating bills. So far the District Council has allocated £100,000 in order to offer around 23 owners the opportunity to
improve their homes. In the first instance these grants will be offered to people in receipt of a wide range of benefits.
However we are working to attract grants from other funding bodies so we can offer more owners the chance to improve their homes. The District Council will organise an experienced contractor to undertake the works over the summer of 2019. Working with the Friends of Hurst Farm, the council and the contractor will host an information session at
the Community Centre. Residents will have the opportunity to ask questions and see examples of the work undertaken
to improve PRC homes elsewhere by the contractor before deciding whether or not to take up the offer. The District
Council will write to owners of each property by the end of April with details of the drop-in event. If you have any questions please contact Robert Cogings, Head of Housing at the District Council, via email to
Robert.cogings@derbyshiredales.gov.uk or telephone 01629 716354.

Youth Club - Mondays
From 5.30pm for 5–11 years
Can you help? We need volunteers willing to commit to at
least one Monday a month. You must be 16+ and happy to
undertake training for volunteers run by Derbyshire Dales
District Council. Anyone looking to get back into work,
wanting to work with children, or simply looking to share
skills is welcome! Please contact Amanda or Lea at the
Social Club or drop a note into the community centre. All
volunteers are expected to pass a DBS check. We’d like to
thank the social club committee for the use of their
facilities.

Community Cafe– Fridays
From 4pm-7pm last Friday of every month
The café has now opened its doors to the Hurst Farm
community 7 times! The ingredients are provided via
the charity FareShare, which distributes surplus
supermarket food to benefit communities like Hurst
Farm.
Success! FoHF has been successful in applying for
another year’s funding to continue with the FareShare
food deliveries! At the end of each session there is food
that can be collect in an exchange for a donation.
All residents are welcome. The café happens every last
Friday of months from 4pm– 7pm.

Food Bank
Food banks are run by charities and non-profit organisations and mainly run by volunteers. They provide a minimum of three days' emergency food and support to people experiencing crisis.
To receive a food parcel, residents need to be referred to
a food bank from children's centres, GPs, schools, the probation service, Derbyshire police or a range of other advice agencies. FoHF can also refer.
Food Bank local to Hurst Farm:
Jigsaw Food Bank—Contact: Jackie Hughes
07787 279699
Lime Tree Business Park
Lime Tree Road
Matlock DE4 3EJ

We are looking for volunteers to help us prepare food,
serve and help with clean up. If you are interested
contact: Anna on 07867 566298.

Golden Club - Wednesdays
From 1.30-3.30pm every fortnight
Golden Club takes place at Hurst Farm Community Centre.
Why not come along and join us? Entry is £1 and this
entitles you to unlimited tea/coffee & cake. There is a free
food giveaway every session before 2pm. We play bingo &
prices to play start at 50p. We also hold a raffle - tickets are
50p per strip. Bingo and raffle are optional - you don’t have
to play. We love a good old chat and we always put the
world to rights! Call Anna on 07867 566298.
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Regeneration Project Manager Update

Hurst Farm

Dear Hurst Farm residents,

We are now into a new year on the Hurst Farm Regeneration project. Last year saw us complete the
first consultation phase using a 3D model of the estate. A big thank you to all the 148 residents,
children and young people who came out to take part in the ‘Planning for Real’ (PFR) consultation to
share their views of the estate with us.
It is clear from the consultation that there is a strong sense of community and that people care about
what happens to the estate. What stands out is how much residents really want to ensure that the
estate is a good place for their children to grow up on. This is a sentiment that I share with you and
therefore, safety, good play and opportunities are some of the key principles that will underpin the
vision for Hurst Farm. If you are interested in looking at the findings yourself the report on the PFR
consultation is available on the Hurst Farm Regeneration Page on the District Council website at
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/hurstfarmproject.
This year we have begun to work with the emerging themes and priorities from the PFR consultation.
We have started to develop partnerships and projects to create a strong foundation to make the
Hurst Farm vision a reality.
Over Easter as part of the Community ‘Easter Car Boot Sale’ on Sat 20th April all the findings and
emerging themes will be made available during an interactive exhibition for you the community to see
and comment back on. Please drop by, have a look, ask questions and share your opinions and ideas
with us. Free ice cream from Matlock Meadows offered by Church in the Peaks for all who engage.
In May we will be holding workshops where all interested residents are invited to help us finalise the
design for projects such as the Spider Park, the Woodland and paths around Hurst Farm, Curly Worley
Park and the Social Club. Your participation and input will enable us build strong projects that will
benefit the community and will allow us to submit more successful funding applications.

Best wishes,
Marie Schmidt
Hurst Farm Regeneration Manager, DDDC

Next Consultation Events
Easter Exhibition at the Social Club part of the Car Boot Sale,
Climbing Wall, BBQ, Egg Hunt Sat 20th April 2019 11am -2pm
Have a look at the outcomes of the previous consultation and
see what we are planning and give your input to help us develop the projects you are interested in.
Join us for Project Design Workshops at Community Centre,
Hazel Grove on Hurst Farm– see FoHF Facebook for updates:
Hurst Farm Woodland & Footpaths Wed 8th May 2019 6–7pm
Social Club Refurbishment Wed 29th May 2019 6.30– 8pm
Spider Park Launch Celebration Sat 22nd June 2019 11-1pm

Community Safety
Having just recently had our 5th Community safety
meeting, some great conversations and ideas to
keep our estate safe were had! Community safety
continues; look out on our page for more meetings.
Friends of Hurst Farm

Need to report a problem?
0800 555 111 Crimestoppers (anonymous)
101 - Local Police
999 - Emergency
01629 761100 Environmental Health -noise
01629 533190 Call Derbyshire - if you’re worried
about the safety of an adult or child in social care.
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Forest School is coming
to Hurst Farm!

Margaret Harrison Trust.
The Margaret Harrison Trust pays a small quarterly pension to
needy gentlewomen of good character, who are at least fifty
years of age. You must have been resident within the Parish
Church of Saint Giles, Matlock, (which Hurst Farm is), for a
period of not less than five years.
Small pension grant— open for application now
Applications are always subject to the Trustees’ discretion.
Prospective pensioners are advised that their application will
be considered, but not necessarily approved.
For an application form or further details please contact:
Mrs A Mastin, Clerk to the Trustees: 273 Chesterfield Road,
MATLOCK, DE4 5LE Or phone Brian Smith: 01629 56559.

Forest school, or ‘outdoor play’ is a fantastic way of supporting nature-based learning and personal development for
children and adults in the outdoors. In playful guided sessions children of all ages, young people and adults explore
their local woodland, playing and learning together.
Opportunity for Forest School Training!
FoHF together with Castle View Primary School want to offer
free training for 7 local residents (male/female) to become
Forest School Helpers and Practitioners with the aim of
setting up regular forest school activities on Hurst Farm and
in Matlock. We aim to be able to provide child care to allow
single mums and dads to do this training if interested. We
are waiting for funding to be confirmed, but want to start
identifying interested individuals now.
For information & to express interest please contact
marie.schmidt@derbyshiredales.gov.uk.

Who to contact...
Problems with:
Graffiti, vandalism, anti-social behaviour: Dial 101 and report to police
Fly tipping and general littering: contact DDDC on 01629 761215
Grass cutting on spider and helicopter parks: DDDC on 01629 761215
Grass cutting on communal areas: Waterloo Housing on 0800 435 016 option 4
Waterloo Housing tenant: Rent issues on 0800 435 016 option 3
Waterloo Housing emergency repairs: on 0800 435 016 option 1

CONTACT US by email at
enquiries.fofh@outlook.com
If you would prefer to receive this
newsletter via text or email or opt out of
it altogether please email us and let us
know your name, address, mobile
number and email address to avoid
duplication. This information will be
held on a secure data base.
Thank you

Printed & published by the Friends of Hurst Farm with the support of Derbyshire Dales District Council and Hecate Arts Ltd.

