Expressions of Interest
Opportunity at the Gateway to Matlock Bath

ARTISTS CORNER & ADJOINING LAND
DALE ROAD, MATLOCK, DE4 3PS
Lease/Licence available

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
ARE INVITED BY
THURSDAY 12 NOON 19th MARCH 2020
Derbyshire Dales District Council
Estates & Facilities
Tel: 01629 761 233 / 01629 761 299

estates@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
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BACKGROUND
The District Council is calling for Expressions of Interest for a building (previously used as
public convenience) and a small section of land adjoining. The interest expressed can be for
just the building or the land or both. A wide range of activities will be considered subject to
planning permissions and, in particular, activities which improve the area as a visitor
attraction, increase footfall and support the economy all year around will be favoured. They
will need to be compatible with the surrounding and future land use in the wider area.

LOCATION
Artists Corner is between Matlock and Matlock Bath on the River Derwent. The building is
adjacent to the road and the end of the car park. The land that will be considered for lease or
licence is to the rear of the building (towards the river) and a section of part of the existing car
park. The grassed area west of the building will remain as public open space.
The area’s location is indicated by the red arrow in the plan below.

The area is in the Matlock Dale Conservation area and a Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI). Artist Corner is on the proposed route of the Derwent Valley Cycleway.
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THE BUILDING AND LAND AVAILABLE
There are three areas available –
-

The Building - A small single storey building with a footprint of approx. 32m 2 outlined
in the blue in the plan below

-

Area 1 - grassed area of land measuring approx. 489m2 shaded in blue in the plan
below

-

Area 2 - hard surfaced area of land measuring approx. 1,089m2 shaded green in the
plan below

Expressions of interest may be for all the areas, for one particular area or for any
combination thereof. For example, there may be a requirement for just the building or just
the land marked green or the land marked blue with the building.
Any right of way required for a particular use will be provided from the existing openings
to the road and in the case for vehicles will be granted through the adjoining pay and
display car park.
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THE BUILDING
The single storey building was constructed in 1990s and is of traditional brick cavity
construction with a pitched tiled roof. It was designed and previously used as a public
convenience and is suitable for a number of alternative uses subject to planning.
The building of approx. 32m2 is a distinctive hexagonal shape and divided as follows –
-

Entrance with three doors

-

Door 1 (to right) – previously women’s facility with two cubicles and access to
service/cleaner’s area

-

Door 2 (ahead) – previously disabled person’s toilet facility

-

Door 3 (to left) – previously men’s facility with one cubicle and urinal

If required the Building can be provided as a shell with services (water and electricity) taken
back to a distribution board/stop cock. Internal walls are mainly partitioned and non-structural
but the wall marked in yellow is likely to be structural. Specialist advice should be taken in
relation to any reconfiguration.
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THE ADJOINING LAND
Area 1 – This is a grassed level area with shared step access to the River Derwent.
Area 2 – This is a hard surfaced area and is currently part of the pay and display car park. In
its current configuration it has parking for approx. 15 vehicles.

ARTISTS CORNER, MATLOCK DE4 3PS

5|P a g e

ARTISTS CORNER
This anassuming spot has rather a grand history. During the late 1700s and early 1800s
Matlock Bath developed as a spa and when communications improved during the 1900s
visitors were drawn by the dramatic scenery and the spa town. From the literary world famous
writers include Lord Byron, Jane Austen, Charles Dickens and Mary Shelly of Frankenstein
fame who wrote of Matlock Bath to be a village that “…. resembled Switzerland … but on a
lower scale…”
The name ‘Artists Corner’ derives from the area being used by artists who were keen to draw
or paint the dramatic scenery with the most noteworthy being John Ruskin, Thomas Smith, J
M W Turner, Alexander & John Cozens and Joseph Wright.
Today the area can offer dramatic scenery along with 

Potential access to the River Derwent



Adjoining area of grassed public open space



Large pay and display car park run by DDDC



Walking distance to the centre of Maltock Bath and Matlock



Being the gateway to Matlock Bath
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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
The Council is seeking Expressions of Interest from businesses, charities, local groups or
special interest groups that may be interested in occupying or developing the area to provide
an additional activity, service, or facility which enhances visitor facilities and the general
amenity in this vibrant area. Activities that enhance the area as a visitor destination, increase
footfall and support the economy all year around will be given additional consideration.
A wide range of uses will be considered so please put any ideas forward.
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VIEWING
Please visit the area to appreciate what it has and could potential offer. If you wish to view the
interior of the building please contact the Estates Section to arrange. Details are below.

OUTLINE PROCESS
Expressions of Interest should be presented using the form attached.
The closing date for Expressions of Interest is 12 noon on Thursday 19th March 2020. Please
read the ‘Expressions of Interest Procedure’ below for details of how it should be submitted.
The Council will consider those received by this date and enter into a negotiation with those
that are of interest.

CONTACT / FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information please contact: Estate Section, Derbyshire Dales District Council

Tel: 01629 761 233 / 01629 761 299

estates@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
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IMPORTANT NOTICE
All proposals made will be subject to further detailed negotiations and subject to contract, and
the Council may decide not to pursue negotiations in relation to all or any of the proposals,
which it may receive or may decide to invite other proposals.
The Council will not be liable for any inaccuracy in these particulars nor for any costs, fees
and expenses incurred in viewing the sites, in preparing and submitting proposals or in
undertaking any negotiations with the Council.
None of the matters in these particulars, or in any proposals, which may be made, will
constitute an agreement or collateral contract with the Council.

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST PROCEDURE
1. Expressions of Interest must be submitted in writing on the attached ‘Expression of
Interest’ form. All sections of this form should be completed. It must be returned by 12.00
Noon on 19th March 2020.
2. Expressions of Interest must be returned to Derbyshire Dales District Council, Legal
Services, Town Hall, Bank Road, Matlock, DE4 3NN. You should cut out and affix the
address label at the end of this document to your own envelope prior to posting or
delivering by hand.
3. The Council is not bound to accept any Expression of Interest submitted.
4. Please ensure that you have read and understood the attached Conditions
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Conditions

1.

No Expression of Interest will be considered unless contained in an envelope
addressed to the Legal Services as detailed in the ‘Expression of Interest Procedure’,
which shall be securely sealed.

2.

Expressions of Interest shall arrive no later than noon on the expression of interest
closing date and until the time appointed for opening shall remain in the custody of the
Administration Manager.

3.

No responsibility will be accepted by the Derbyshire Dales District Council (“the
Council”) or its agents for any expenses incurred in submitting an Expression of
Interest.

4.

The Council does not bind itself to accept all or any expressions of interest and
reserves the right to negotiate with any party that expresses an interest including late
expressions of interest.

5.

The Council accepts no responsibility for any injuries sustained in inspecting the
property.

6.

The Council may enter into discussions with the parties that are interested in leasing
the building or land with a view to formalising. At this point references will be collected
and a credit check will be undertaken.

ARTISTS CORNER, MATLOCK DE4 3PS

10 | P a g e

Expression of Interest Form
I/We: (name) ______________________________________________
Of:

(if company please include company number)

________________________

Would be interested in leasing the
- Building

Yes/No

- Area 1 Yes/No
- Area 2 Yes/No
for the following use :

Do you have any relevant business experience?
No / Yes
If Yes, How much experience do you have? _____________
____________________________________________________________

How much rent would you be prepared to pay? _____________________________

Please attach any other information which you think may be of interest or in support
of your application.

Contact for further enquiries –
Name: ____________________
Position in business: ______________
Telephone: ____________________
Email: _____________________________

Would you be prepared to meet on site to discuss your requirement? Yes / No
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Signed: ____________________________
Signed by (name in block capitals): ___________________
Date:______________
Address: ________________________________
Postcode: _____________________________
Telephone: _____________________ Mobile: __________________
Email: _________________
Website: _________________
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Please use as Label for envelope to submit the Expression of Interest
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR ARTISTS CORNER,
MATLOCK
Derbyshire Dales District Council
Legal Services
Matlock Town Hall
Bank Road
Matlock
DE4 3NN

NOT TO BE OPENED UNTIL 20th MARCH 2020

DO NOT OPEN UNTIL AFTER 12.00Noon ON …. 2018

ARTISTS CORNER, MATLOCK DE4 3PS

13 | P a g e

