DERBYSHIRE DALES PLAYING PITCH STRATEGY
ASSESSMENT REPORT
FEBRUARY 2017

QUALITY, INTEGRITY, PROFESSIONALISM
Knight, Kavanagh & Page Ltd
Company No: 9145032 (England)

MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS
Registered Office: 1 -2 Frecheville Court, off Knowsley Street, Bury BL9 0UF
T: 0161 764 7040 E: mail@kkp.co.uk www.kkp.co.uk

DERBYSHIRE DALES
PLAYING PITCH ASSESSMENT REPORT

ABBREVIATIONS ............................................................................................................. 1
PART 1: INTRODUCTION AND APPROACH................................................................... 2
PART 2: FOOTBALL ...................................................................................................... 16
PART 3: THIRD GENERATION TURF (3G) ................................................................... 42
PART 4: CRICKET ......................................................................................................... 47
PART 5: RUGBY UNION ................................................................................................ 64
PART 6: HOCKEY .......................................................................................................... 81
PART 7: BOWLS ............................................................................................................ 89
PART 8: TENNIS ............................................................................................................ 97
PART 9: CROQUET ..................................................................................................... 106
PART 10: MULTI USE GAMES AREAS ....................................................................... 108
PART 11: SKATE PARKS ............................................................................................ 112

DERBYSHIRE DALES
PLAYING PITCH ASSESSMENT REPORT

ABBREVIATIONS
3G
AGP
ANOG
BE
BC
CC
ECB
EH
FA
FC
FIT
GIS
IOG
KKP
LMS
LTA
DDDC
NGB
NPPF
PPS
PIP
RFC
RFU
S106
TGR
TC

February 2017

Third generation (artificial turf)
Artificial grass pitch
Assessing Needs and Opportunities Guide
Bowls England
Bowls Club
Cricket Club
England and Wales Cricket Board
England Hockey
Football Association
Football Club
Fields in Trust
Geographical Information Systems
Institute of Groundsmanship
Knight, Kavanagh and Page
Last Man Stands
Lawn Tennis Association
Derbyshire Dales District Council
National Governing Body of Sport
National Planning Policy Framework
Playing Pitch Strategy
Pitch Improvement Programme
Rugby Football Club
Rugby Football Union
Section 106
Team Generation Rate
Tennis Club

Assessment Report: Knight Kavanagh & Page

1

DERBYSHIRE DALES
PLAYING PITCH ASSESSMENT REPORT
PART 1: INTRODUCTION AND APPROACH
This is the Playing Pitch Assessment Report prepared by Knight Kavanagh & Page (KKP)
for Derbyshire Dales District Council (DDDC) and its partners. It will provide the
necessary robustness and direction to inform decisions affecting the provision of outdoor
sports facilities and to support sports development objectives. It forms part of a wider Built
Sports Facilities, Playing Pitch and Open Spaces Strategy.
This report presents a supply and demand assessment of playing pitch facilities in
accordance with Sport England’s Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance: An approach to
developing and delivering a playing pitch strategy. It has been followed to develop a
clear picture of the balance between the local supply of, and demand for, playing
pitches.
The guidance details a stepped approach to developing a PPS. These steps are
separated into distinct stages:
 Stage A: Prepare and tailor the approach (Step 1)
 Stage B: Gather information and views on the supply of and demand for provision
(Steps 2 & 3)
 Stage C: Assess the supply and demand information and views (Steps 4, 5 & 6)
 Stage D: Develop the strategy (Steps 7 & 8)
 Stage E: Deliver the strategy and keep it robust and up to date (Steps 9 & 10)
Stages A to C are covered in this report.
Stage A: Prepare and tailor the approach
The primary purpose of the Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) is to provide a strategic
framework which ensures that the provision of outdoor playing pitches meet the local
needs of existing and future residents across Derbyshire Dales. The Strategy will be
produced in accordance with Sport England Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance (October
2013 as updated in March 2014) and the national planning guidance and provide robust
and objective justification for future playing pitch provision throughout the District.
One of the core planning principles of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) is
to improve health, social and cultural wellbeing for all, and deliver sufficient community
and cultural facilities and services to meet local needs. Section 8 of the NPPF deals
specifically with the topic of healthy communities. Paragraph 73 discusses the importance
of access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and recreation that can
make an important contribution to the health and well-being of communities.
Why the PPS is being developed?
The overarching stated aim of the project is to undertake an audit of playing pitch and
outdoor sports facilities culminating in the preparation of a strategy for the period 20172033.
The key drivers for the development of the Playing Pitch Strategy in Derbyshire Dales
are set out below:
 A need to understand supply and demand issues with cross-boundary usage of sites
in neighbouring local authorities, both now and in the future.
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 To provide an evidence base for business modelling
 To have a robust evidence base upon which to be able to apply for external funding
such as Sport England’s Protecting Playing Fields Fund.
 To inform local planning policy in line with National Planning Policy Framework and
provide an evidence base for the Local Plan.
The District Council aims to create a vibrant and healthy place to live, work and visit,
which is achieved by providing local opportunities for people to get active, get healthy and
get involved in a diverse range of sport, health and recreational activities and
opportunities available within the Derbyshire Dales.
Corporate Plan 2015-2019
The PPS sits within the context of the Councils Corporate Plan 2015-2019 which sets out
the vision, values, aims and improvement priorities of the District Council. Its priorities are
for a thriving district focusing on:
Priorities
Business growth and job creation

Affordable housing
Market towns

Specific aims
Help new businesses to start
Help existing businesses to grow
Promote key development sites in/around towns
Identify and deliver new affordable housing sites
Improve housing for vulnerable people
Reviving stall markets
Seeking public realm improvements

The vision for DDDC is for a distinctive, high quality rural environment with:





People of all ages who are healthy and safe.
High-wage, high-skill jobs.
Affordable, decent homes for local people.
Towns and villages that offer a high quality of life.

Its Values include:






The distinctiveness of communities, businesses and residents.
Working in partnership to provide affordable, quality services.
Its employees.
Teamwork, working together and across the organisation.
Creative thinking and ambition.

In supporting its values:
 The Council will be open and transparent when making decisions and will use public
resources ethically and responsibly.
 Will behave with integrity, courtesy and respect, listening and responding to the very
best of its abilities and treating everybody fairly, and by encouraging Members and
staff to deliver improvements through their own personal development
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Derbyshire Dales Local Plan 2013-2033
The Derbyshire Dales Local Plan has been prepared (2016) working closely with partner
organisations, including the Peak District National Park Authority, local communities and
agencies, and following consultation with local communities across the plan area. In
preparing the Local Plan consideration has also been given to the plans and strategies of
neighbouring authorities, along with other plans which will ultimately form part of the Plan
for the Derbyshire Dales.
The emerging Derbyshire Dales Local Plan will seek to set out the planning framework for
the delivery of appropriate levels of open space and sport and recreation facilities up until
2033. It sets out the overall vision, objectives, and policies for the future development of
the parts of the Derbyshire Dales that lie outside the Peak District National Park. The Plan
seeks to address needs, especially for housing and economic development, while
ensuring that the very special qualities of the District’s environment (both natural and
built) are conserved and where possible enhanced.
Further to the Local Plan, the National Park Development Plan outlines the relevant policy
framework for provision and retention of sports and recreation facilities. The relevant
documents are the Local Development Core Strategy 2011 and the Local Plan 2001.
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
In support of the broader agenda linking to the Health and Wellbeing Strategy, the
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) seeks to promote ‘healthy communities’ and
states that the planning system can play an important role in facilitating social interaction
and creating healthy, inclusive communities. The NPPF requires local planning authorities
“to deliver the social and recreational and cultural facilities and services the community
needs.” It further recognised that:
“Access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and recreation can make
an important contribution to the health and well-being of communities. Planning policies
should be based on robust and up-to-date assessments of the needs for open space,
sports and recreation facilities and opportunities for new provision. The assessments
should identify specific needs and quantitative or qualitative deficits or surpluses of built
sports facilities and open space, sports and recreation facilities in the local area.
Information gained from the assessments should be used to determine what open space,
sports and recreational provision is required.”
NPPF further seeks to protect existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and
land, including playing fields from being built on unless an assessment has been
undertaken which clearly demonstrates that the open space, buildings or land is surplus
to requirements. Additionally, any loss of facility or provision should be replaced by
equivalent or better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable location.
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Derbyshire Physical Activity and Sport Strategy 2016-2021
Towards an Active Derbyshire seeks to achieve the vision of more people in Derbyshire
engaged in physical activity and sport, with the ambition of engaging an additional 50,000
people in active lives by 2021. This will be achieved through the following priorities:
1. Supporting the inactive to become active.
2. Ensuring that people are supported and encouraged to engage in sport.
3. Helping to keep people engaged in physical activity and sport throughout their lives.
4. Addressing the inequalities in physical activity and sport engagement with a focus on:
a. Women and girls.
b. People from lower socio-economic groups.
c. Young people aged 5 – 18.
The outcomes of this Strategy will be:
People in Derbyshire will be happier and healthier because of the active lives they lead,
with physical activity and sport playing a central role. They will have improved physical
and mental well-being, and enhanced individual development. People will have a strong
belief in their own ability to succeed and in their capability to accomplish their personal
goals.
Derbyshire’s communities will be stronger and safer because physical activity and sport
will play a bigger part in enhancing relationships and social networks within communities.
People will have the opportunity to access healthy environments where the active choice
is the easiest choice.
Derbyshire will be more prosperous because of its healthy, active and productive
workforce, and because of the growing role that physical activity and sport play in the
economy.
Derbyshire Dales Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2015-17
The Derbyshire Health and Wellbeing Board adopted the initial countywide Health and
Wellbeing Strategy priorities set out above. These priorities were refreshed in 2015 and a
draft revised countywide Strategy has been produced for consideration by Chief
Executives. The priorities listed in the amended Strategy are:





Keep people healthy and independent in their own home.
Build social capital.
Create healthy communities.
Support the emotional health and wellbeing of children and young people.

Local priorities
Taking into account the approaches outlined in both the original and the refreshed
Derbyshire Health and Wellbeing Strategies, DDDC also has general priorities to help
steer the ways in which it wishes wish to develop and offer services. Its broad objectives
are:
 To improve the general health of all the population.
 To reduce health inequalities across the District.
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The first of these objectives is considered to be largely addressed through its general
leisure provision, particularly at the four leisure centres in Ashbourne, Bakewell, Matlock
and Wirksworth and is effectively part of the core service offered by the District Council.
The main purpose of this Strategy is to focus some of the other, less obviously dedicated
resources to addressing its broad objectives.
Community Development is an important area of work for the Council and DDDC is
looking at how it can work with the voluntary sector and with communities themselves to
improve access to wellbeing services. To help DDDC, in developing this focus, it has set
three specific priorities for the work to be covered during the period of this Strategy:
 To improve wellbeing in areas of disadvantage.
 To improve the wellbeing of vulnerable groups.
 To tackle wellbeing challenges associated with rurality.
Playing Pitch Strategy vision
“To produce a robust and comprehensive Strategy which will provide the essential
evidence base for informing decisions on planning and investment in the pursuit to
provide appropriate outdoor sports provision for all.”
The strategy will run to 2021 (five years based on Sport England recommendations), but
should be reviewed on an annual basis to keep it up-to-date and robust. The population
projections will run to 2033 (in line with the Local Plan). The review and monitoring
process will be developed in accordance with Stage E of the PPS guidance and adopted
with the Strategy.
Meeting Sport England PPS requirements











To support the improving health and well-being and increasing participation in sport.
Sports development programmes and changes in how the sports are played.
The need to provide evidence to help protect and enhance existing provision.
The need to inform the development and implementation of planning policy.
The need to inform the assessment of planning applications.
Potential changes to the supply of provision due to capital programmes e.g. for
educational sites.
To review budgetary pressures and ensure the most efficient management and
maintenance of playing pitch provision.
To develop a priority list of deliverable projects that will help to meet any current
deficiencies provide for future demands and feed into wider infrastructure planning
work.
To prioritise internal capital and revenue investment.
To provide evidence to help secure internal and external funding.

One of the core planning principles of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) is
to improve health, social and cultural wellbeing for all, and deliver sufficient community
and cultural facilities and services to meet local needs. Section 8 of the NPPF deals
specifically with the topic of healthy communities. Paragraph 73 discusses the importance
of access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and recreation that can
make an important contribution to the health and well-being of communities.
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Paragraphs 73 and 74 of the NPPF discuss assessments and the protection of “existing
open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, including playing fields”. A
Playing Pitch Strategy will provide the evidence required to help protect playing fields to
ensure sufficient land is available to meet existing and projected future pitch
requirements.
Paragraph 76 and 77 promote the identification of important green spaces by local
communities and the protection of these facilities. Such spaces may include playing
fields.
Key elements of the study
 Assess all existing outdoor sports facilities regardless of management and
ownership.
 Consult/engage with users and providers (of public, private, and educational
provision).
 Achieve a minimum 75% response rate for all surveys distributed to sports clubs
and schools, identifying key issues with key clubs.
 All relevant stakeholders and council departments will be consulted as part of the
assessment stages.
 Assess demand for sports facilities drawing upon demographic and participation
data plus local demand information gathered via surveys and consultation.
 Applying quantitative/qualitative evidence, identify provision surpluses, deficiencies
and gaps.
 Identify the likely required nature and scale of sports facilities needed to service
potential growth areas.
 To identify future need arising from changes in participation and housing growth.
 To prepare scenario’s that will help inform the policy recommendations, action plan
and strategy.
 To produce a five year strategy which will include identifying current and future
provision requirements.
 To identify security of tenure issues and future opportunities to improve these
situations.
Scope
The following facility types are to be included in the study, as identified by Derbyshire
Dales District Council:












Football pitches
Third generation turf (3G) pitches
Rugby union pitches
Cricket pitches
Artificial grass pitches (AGPs)
Outdoor tennis courts
Outdoor bowling greens
Croquet
Multi use games area (MUGAs)
Skateparks
Associated ancillary facilities

February 2017

Assessment Report: Knight Kavanagh & Page

7

DERBYSHIRE DALES
PLAYING PITCH ASSESSMENT REPORT
It should be noted that for the non-pitch sports i.e. tennis and bowls, included within the
scope of this study the supply and demand principals of Sport England methodology:
Assessing Needs and Opportunities Guide for Indoor and Outdoor Sports Facilities
(ANOG) are followed, to ensure the process is compliant with the National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF). This is less prescriptive than the PPS guidance. Thus, where
applied, the approach to assessing non-pitch sports is a supply/demand assessment
based on more a ‘light touch’ approach.
Management arrangements
A Project Team from the Council has worked with KKP to ensure that all relevant
information is readily available and to support the consultants as necessary to ensure
that project stages and milestones are delivered on time, within the cost envelope and to
the required quality standard to meet Sport England guidance.
Further to this, the Steering Group is and has been responsible for the direction of the
PPS from a strategic perspective and for supporting, checking and challenging the work
of the project team. The Steering Group is made up of representatives from the District
Council, Peak District National Park Authority, Sport England, Derbyshire Sport and pitch
sport NGBs, including Derbyshire FA, Derbyshire County Cricket Board, England Hockey
and RFU.
It will be important for the Steering Group to continue once the PPS has been finalised
for several reasons, including a continuing responsibility to:
 Be a champion for playing pitch provision in the area and promote the value and
importance of the PPS.
 Ensure implementation of the PPS’s recommendations and action plan.
 Monitor and evaluate the outcomes of the PPS.
 Ensure that the PPS is kept up to date and refreshed.
Study area
Derbyshire Dales District Council as a Local Authority area covers parts of the Peak
District National Park and is located on the western edge of Derbyshire. It is bordered by
the local authorities of High Peak to the north and North East Derbyshire, Amber Valley
and South Derbyshire to the east with East Staffordshire and Staffordshire Moorlands to
the south and west.
The population of the area is approximately 71,000 and includes the main market towns of
Matlock, Ashbourne, Wirksworth and Bakewell with a rural hinterland interspersed with
villages and hamlets. The presence of the National Park is reflected in the quality of the
landscape, attracting people to live and work in the area. The demographic profile of the
District is one of an ageing population, with an identified need to grow the local economy
and reduce the outward migration of younger people. There are also 102 parish
town/councils covering Derbyshire Dales, some of which, own/manage playing pitch
provision.
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The District has been split into three distinct areas for the purpose of this study and site by
site action plans will be developed for each of the following analysis areas:
 South
 Central
 North
Please note these areas do not reflect planning boundaries (as per the Open Space
Study) as they have been set to reflect how sport is played across the District and have
been agreed at the outset by the NGBs.
Analysis areas map
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Stage B: Gather information and views on the supply of and demand for provision
It is essential that a PPS is based on the most accurate and up-to-date information
available for the supply of and demand for playing pitches. This section provides details
about how this information has been gathered in Derbyshire Dales.
Gather supply information and views – an audit of playing pitches
PPS guidance uses the following definitions of a playing pitch and playing field. These
definitions are set out by the Government in the 2015 ‘Town and Country Planning
(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order1.
It should be noted that the reference to five years within the Order is purely in relation to
whether Sport England should be consulted in a statutory capacity. The fact that a playing
field may not have been marked out for pitch sport in the last five years does not mean
that it is no longer a playing field. That remains its lawful planning use whether marked
out or not
 Playing pitch – a delineated area of 0.2ha or more which is used for association
football, rugby, cricket, hockey, lacrosse, rounders, baseball, softball, American
football, Australian football, Gaelic football, shinty, hurling, polo or cycle polo.
 Playing field – the whole of a site which encompasses at least one playing pitch.
Although the statutory definition of a playing field is the whole of a site with at least one
pitch of 0.2ha or more, this PPS takes into account smaller sized pitches that contribute to
the supply side, for example, 5v5 mini football pitches. This PPS counts individual grass
pitches (as a delineated area) as the basic unit of supply. The definition of a playing pitch
also includes artificial grass pitches (AGPs).
As far as possible the assessment report aims to capture all of the pitches within
Derbyshire Dales. However, there may be instances, for example, on school sites, where
access was not possible and has led to omissions within the report. Where pitches have
not been recorded within the report they remain as pitches and for planning purposes
continue to be so. Furthermore, exclusions of a pitch does not mean that it is not required
from a supply and demand point of view.
Quantity
All playing pitches are included irrespective of ownership, management and use. Playing
pitch sites were initially identified using Sport England’s Active Places web based
database. The Council and NGBs supported the process by checking and updating this
initial data. This was also verified against club information supplied by local leagues. For
each site the following details were recorded in the project database (which will be
supplied as an electronic file):





Site name, address (including postcode) and location
Ownership and management type
Security of tenure
Total number, type and quality of pitches

1

. www.sportengland.org>Facilities and Planning> Planning Applications
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Accessibility
Not all pitches offer the same level of access to the community. The ownership and
accessibility of playing pitches also influences their actual availability for community use.
Each site is assigned a level of community use as follows:
 Community use - pitches in public, voluntary, private or commercial ownership or
management (including education sites) recorded as being available for hire and
currently in use by teams playing in community leagues.
 Available but unused - pitches that are available for hire but are not currently used
by teams which play in community leagues; this most often applies to school sites
but can also apply to sites which are expensive to hire.
 No community use - pitches which as a matter of policy or practice are not
available for hire or used by teams playing in community leagues. This should
include professional club pitches along with some semi-professional club pitches,
where play is restricted to the first or second team.
 Disused – sites that are not being used at all by any users and are not available for
community hire either. Once these sites are disused for five or more years they will
then be categorised as ‘lapsed sites’.
 Lapsed - last known use was as a playing field more than five years ago. These fall
outside of Sport England’s statutory remit but still have to be assessed using the
criteria in paragraph 74 of the National Planning Policy Framework and Sport
England would nonetheless challenge a proposed loss of playing pitches/playing
field which fails to meet such criteria. It should be emphasised that the lawful
planning use of a lapsed site is still that of a playing field.
In addition, there should be a good degree of certainty that the pitch will be available to
the community for at least the following three years. A judgement is made based on the
information gathered and a record of secured or unsecured community use put against
each site. NB: This refers to pitches in community use and not lapsed/disused sites.
Disused/lapsed sites
Site name
Land off Pinewood Road and
Gritstone Road

Comments
Proposed Housing site contains playing field land –
Local Plan Reference: HC2U

Quality
The capacity of pitches to regularly provide for competitive play, training and other
activity over a season is most often determined by their quality. As a minimum, the
quality and therefore the capacity of a pitch affects the playing experience and people’s
enjoyment of a sport. In extreme circumstances it can result in a pitch being unable to
cater for all or certain types of play during peak and off peak times.
It is not just the quality of the pitch itself which has an effect on its capacity but also the
quality, standard and range of ancillary facilities. The quality of both the pitch and
ancillary facilities will determine whether a pitch is able to contribute to meeting demand
from various groups and for different levels and types of play.
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The quality of all pitches identified in the audit and the ancillary facilities supporting them
are assessed regardless of ownership, management or availability. Along with capturing
any details specific to the individual pitches and sites, a quality rating is recorded within
the audit for each pitch.
These ratings are used to help estimate the capacity of each pitch to accommodate
competitive and other play within the supply and demand assessment.
In addition to undertaking non-technical assessments (using the templates provided
within the guidance and as determined by NGBs), users and providers were also
consulted on the quality and in some instances the quality rating was adjusted to reflect
this.
Gather demand information and views
Presenting an accurate picture of current demand for playing pitches (i.e. recording how
and when pitches are used) is important when undertaking a supply and demand
assessment. Demand for playing pitches in Derbyshire Dales tends to fall within the
following categories:
 Organised competitive play
 Organised training
 Informal play
In addition, unmet and displaced demand for provision is also identified on a sport by
sport basis. Unmet demand is defined as the number of additional teams that could be
fielded if access to a sufficient number of pitches (and ancillary facilities) was available.
Displaced demand refers to teams that are generated from residents of the area but due
to any number of factors do not currently play within the area.
Current and future demand for playing pitches is presented on a sport by sport basis
within the relevant sections of this report.
A variety of consultation methods were used to collate demand information about
leagues, clubs, county associations and national/regional governing bodies of sport. Face
to face consultation was carried out with key clubs from each sport. This allowed for the
collection of detailed demand information and an exploration of key issues to be
interrogated and more accurately assessed.
For data analysis purposes an online survey (converted to postal if required) was utilised.
This was sent to all clubs not covered by face to face consultation.
Local sports development officers, county associations and regional governing body
officers advised which of the clubs to include in the face to face consultation. Sport
England was also included within the consultation process prior to the project
commencing. Issues identified by clubs returning questionnaires were followed up by
telephone or face to face interviews.
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The response rates of such consultation are as follows:
Sport

Total
number
38
137

Number
responding
29
116

Response
rate
76%
85%

Cricket clubs

19

16

84%

Rugby union clubs

3

3

100%

Hockey clubs

3

3

100%

Tennis clubs

5

4

80%

Bowls clubs

16

12

75%

Croquet
Secondary schools
Primary schools

2
4
65

2
4
46

100%
100%
71%

Parish/town councils

75

51

68%

Football clubs
Football teams

Methods of consultation
Face to face
Online survey
Telephone
Online survey
Telephone
Face to face
Telephone
Face to face
Telephone
Face to face
Telephone
Online survey
Face to face
Online survey
Telephone
Online survey
Face to face
Online survey
Telephone
Face to face
Online survey
Telephone

Future demand
Alongside current demand, it is important for a PPS to assess whether the future demand
for playing pitches can be met. Using population projections, and proposed housing
growth (if available), an estimate can be made of the likely future demand for playing
pitches.
Housing growth2
The Derbyshire Dales Housing and Economic Development Needs Assessment (2015)
identifies that the objectively assessed need for the whole of Derbyshire Dales, including
areas within the National Park, for the period 2013 - 2033 should be 322 dwellings per
annum or an overall figure of 6,440.
The District Council has concluded that there is capacity to allocate land on sites of 10
dwellings or more for 3,188 properties for the period up to 2033. Taking account of the
contribution from development in the Peak District National Park, existing completions
and commitments, and windfall development the District Council has at this time sufficient
land for 6,571 dwellings up to 2033 which acknowledges that not all commitments are
likely to be implemented during the plan period.
2Source:

http://www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/images/documents/L/DDDC%20Draft%20Plan%20AUG%202016%20with
%20revised%20trajectory.pdf
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Policy S6: Strategic Housing Development within the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan
further outlines the requirements:
 The District Council will accommodate at least 6,440 dwellings over the period 20132033.
 In order to accommodate this requirement, sufficient land will be identified to
accommodate at least 3,188 dwellings on new sites allocated in Policy HC2.
Population growth
The resident population in Derbyshire Dales is recorded as 71,2813 and by 2033 (in line
with the Local Plan timeframe), the District’s population is projected to increase to 74,4354
an increase of 3,154 (or equivalent to a percentage increase of 4.4%) according to ONS
data.
Team generation rates (TGRs) are used to provide an indication of how many people it
may take to generate a team (by gender and age group), in order to help estimate the
change in demand for pitch sports that may arise from any population change in the study
area.
Future demand for pitches is calculated by adding the percentage increases, to the ONS
population increases in each analysis area. This figure is then applied to the TGRs and is
presented on a sport by sport basis within the relevant sections of this report.
Other information sources that were used to help identify future demand include:
 Recent trends in the participation in playing pitch sports.
 The nature of the current and likely future population and their propensity to
participate in pitch sports.
 Feedback from pitch sports clubs on their plans to develop additional teams.
 Any local and NGB specific sports development targets (e.g. increase in
participation).
Stage C: Assess the supply and demand information and views
Supply and demand information gathered within Section B was used to assess the
adequacy of playing pitch provision in Derbyshire Dales. It focused on how much use
each site could potentially accommodate (on an area by area basis) compared to how
much use is currently taking place.
Understand the situation at individual sites
Qualitative pitch ratings are linked to a pitch capacity rating derived from NGB guidance
and tailored to suit a local area. The quality and use of each pitch is assessed against the
recommended pitch capacity to indicate how many match equivalent sessions per week
(per season for cricket) a pitch could accommodate.

3
4

Source: ONS 2015 Mid-Year Estimate
Source: ONS 2012-based projections 2012-2037. Released: 29 May 2014
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This is compared to the number of matches actually taking place and categorised as
follows, to identify:
Potential spare capacity: Play is below the level the site could sustain.
At capacity: Play is at a level the site can sustain.
Overused: Play exceeds the level the site can sustain.

Develop the current picture of provision
Once capacity is determined on a site by site basis, actual spare capacity is calculated on
an area by area basis via further interrogation of temporal demand. Although this may
have been identified, it does not necessarily mean that there is surplus provision. For
example, spare capacity may not be available when it is needed or the site may be
retained in a ‘strategic reserve’ to enable pitch rotation to reduce wear and tear.
Capacity ratings assist in the identification of sites for improvement/development,
rationalisation, decommissioning and disposal.
Develop the future picture of provision - scenario testing
Modelling scenarios to assess whether existing provision can cater for unmet, displaced
and future demand is made after the capacity analysis. This will also include, for example,
removing sites with unsecured community use to demonstrate the impact this would have
if these sites were to be decommissioned in the future.
Identify the key findings and issues
By completing Steps 1-5 it is possible to identify several findings and issues relating to the
supply, demand and adequacy of playing pitch provision in Derbyshire Dales. This report
seeks to identify and present the key findings and issues, which should now be checked,
challenged and agreed by the Steering Group prior to development of the Strategy
(Section D).
The following sections summarise the local administration of the main grass pitch sports
in Derbyshire Dales. Each provides a quantitative summary of provision and a map
showing the distribution of facilities. It also provides information about the availability of
facilities to/for the local community and, the governing body of each sport and regional
strategic plan (where they exist). Local league details are provided in order to outline the
competitive structure for each sport. The findings of club consultation and key issues for
each sport are summarised.
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PART 2: FOOTBALL
2.1: Introduction
Derbyshire County FA and Derbyshire Dales District Council are the primary
organisations responsible for the development (and some elements of administration) of
football in Derbyshire Dales. They are also responsible for some pitch bookings,
administration in terms of discipline, rules and regulations, cup competitions and
representative matches, development of clubs and facilities, volunteers, referees,
coaching courses and delivering national football schemes.
This section of the report focuses on the supply and demand for grass football pitches.
Part 3 captures supply and demand for third generation (3G) artificial grass pitches
(AGPs). In the future it is anticipated that there will be a growing demand for the use of
3G pitches for competitive football fixtures, especially to accommodate mini and youth
football.
Consultation
In addition to face to face consultation with key football clubs, an electronic survey was
sent to all clubs playing in Derbyshire Dales. Contact details were initially provided by
Derbyshire County FA, and the invitation to complete the survey was distributed via
email.
Nine football clubs were met with for face to face consultation; Ashbourne Aztecs FC,
Bakewell JFC, Bakewell FC, Darley Dale JFC, Matlock Town JFC, Ashbourne FC,
Matlock Town FC, Wirksworth Colts and Tidsewell FC.
Taking into account face to face consultation and returned surveys, consultation was
carried out with 30 clubs (producing 121 teams); equating to a total club response rate of
83% and a team response rate of 92%.
Below is a list of clubs that responded to survey consultation requests:












Baslow & Longstone JFC
Bradwell Rovers JFC
Bradwell Sports FC
Baslow FC
Calver JFC
Cromford Veterans FC
Darley Dale Lions FC
Dimple FC
Doveridge JFC
Eyam FC
Grindleford FC












Hurst Farm United FC
Matlock United FC
Rowsley86 FC
Stoney Middleton FC
Sudbury JFC
Sudbury Park FC
Tansley FC
Wirksworth Ivanhoe FC
Wirksworth Town FC
Youlgreave United

The clubs which did not respond to consultation requests are as follows:
 Calver FC
 Cromford FC
 Hathersage FC
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In order to obtain information on clubs which failed to respond to survey requests, internet
research was carried out as well as consultation with Derbyshire County FA, the District
Council and providers such as Baslow Sports Field Trust.
2.2: Supply
The audit identifies a current total of 82 grass football pitches within Derbyshire Dales
across 38 sites. Of these, 73 pitches are available, at some level, for community use
across 33 sites.
Only five sites (containing nine pitches); Jubilee Fields, Highfields School (Starkholmes
Site), S. Anselm’s School, Abbotsholme School and Highfields School (Lumsdale Site)
are unavailable for community use. This is due to schools often working to protect pitch
quality for education purposes. Some schools, report during consultation that grass
pitches are available for community use, however, no teams were identified as playing
regular competitive matches at these sites, including for example, Lady Manners School
and Queen Elizabeth Grammar School. As such these sites are included as available for
community at this stage.
Table 2.1: Summary of grass football pitches available to the community
Analysis area
North
Central
South
Derbyshire Dales

Available for community use
Adult
14
18
15
47

Youth 11v11 Youth 9v9 Mini 7v7
3
1
2
6
7
5
1
1
0
10
9
7

Mini 5v5
3
6
0
9

Totals
23
42
17
82

In Derbyshire Dales, a number of youth and mini pitches are marked over adult pitches.
For example, this occurs at The Fete Field, Tansley and Cavendish Playing Fields.
There are fewer youth 9v9 and mini pitches in Derbyshire Dales, which is highlighted
through club consultation as being an issue in the area. This point was particularly
emphasised by Wirksworth Colts FC which plays in South Analysis Area, which like the
North Analysis Area, only has one 9v9 pitch and no mini pitches.
Central Analysis Area alone contains just over half of all pitch provision, which can partly
be attributed to the largest football site in Derbyshire Dales, Cavendish Playing Fields,
with a total of 17 pitches, being located within this analysis area.
Although there are significantly more adult pitches than youth or mini pitches, it should be
noted that nationally many youth teams are playing on adult pitches, which may in part be
the reason for there being a high proportion of adult pitches.
Consultation with Ashbourne Aztecs FC highlights that the lack of mini pitches in the
South Analysis Area is a challenge, with mini teams having to play on adult or youth
pitches, using cones to mark out either 7v7 or 5v5 pitches.
In accordance with the FA Youth Review, u17s and u18s can play on adult pitches. The
FA’s recommended pitch size for adult football is 100x64 metres. The recommended size
of a youth pitch is 91x55 metres for u16s and u15s, 82x50 metres for u14s and u13s and
73x46 metres for u12s and u11s. The recommended size for 7v7 pitches (u10s and u9s)
is 55x37 metres and for 5v5 pitches (u8s and u7s) it is 37x27 metres.
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Please refer to the FA website page to view pitch and goal posts sizes in more detail:
http://www.thefa.com/my-football/footballvolunteers/runningaclub/yourfacilities/technicalstandards.aspx
Please note that there is a pending planning application for a ‘Woodland Park’ on land to
the south of Baslow Sports Field being dealt with by the Peak Park Planning Authority.
There is a current Sport England objection pending further/amended details including ball
strike assessment and proposed mitigation, including, for example, ball stop netting.
Figure 2.1 identifies all grass football pitches currently servicing Derbyshire Dales,
regardless of amount of community use. For a key to the map, see Table 2.12.
Figure 2.1: Location of all football pitches in Derbyshire Dales
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Disused pitches
The following sites are known to have previously contained more football pitches than
they currently do:
 Winster Playing Fields
 Heathy Lea
 Jubilee Fields, Elton
Winster Playing Fields and Heathy Lea previously contained one adult pitch each;
however, non-technical assessments found these sites to have no current pitch markings.
Whilst it is reported possible to still use Heathy Lea for recreation purposes, Winster
Playing Fields in described as being overgrown.
Jubilee Fields owned by Elton Parish Council previously contained one adult football pitch
but only half sized posts are now provided as an informal pitch and the site given over to
a cricket square.
Future provision
Ashbourne FC has an ongoing plan to develop a new community accessible facility on a
site in Ashbourne. The Club has acquired a 13 hectare plot of land which it hopes to
develop in stages. The aspiration is for the site to contain two senior pitches, junior
pitches, a 3G pitch and a clubhouse. However, as it stands the Club have not submitted
an application for funding. Derbyshire County FA have identified the Club as a priority due
home games currently being played in Staffordshire and the current plan is to look into
developing a senior pitch with a modular facility on the site.
Management
Of the community available pitches, most are managed by the District Council and the
education sector. The remaining sites are managed by a combination of parish/town
councils, clubs, community organisations, trusts and associations.
Four clubs are known to have long term leases in place for use of pitches in Derbyshire
Dales and as such also take on maintenance and management responsibilities;
Wirksworth Ivanhoe, Stoney Middleton, Cromford Veterans and Matlock Town Juniors FC.
Pitch quality
The quality of football pitches in Derbyshire Dales has been assessed via a combination
of site visits (using non-technical assessments as determined by The FA) and user
consultation. In addition, Cavendish Playing Fields, Bakewell Recreation Ground, Dimple
Recreation Ground, Ashbourne Recreation Ground, Wirksworth recreation Ground and
The Fete Field underwent an FA pitch inspection, conducted by a member of the Institute
of Groundsmen, as part of the FA Pitch Improvement Programme.
Taking all of the above into account, pitches are assigned a quality score of good,
standard or poor.
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Pitch quality primarily influences the carrying capacity of a site; often pitches lack the
drainage and maintenance necessary to sustain levels of use. It is likely that pitches which
receive little to no ongoing repair or post-season remedial work will be assessed as poor,
therefore limiting the number of games able to take place each week without it having a
detrimental effect on quality.
Conversely, well maintained pitches which are tended to regularly are likely to be of a
higher standard and capable of taking a number of matches without a significant reduction
in surface quality.
Private sites typically offer better quality facilities than Council and school playing fields. In
general, private sites tend to have dedicated ground staff or volunteers working on pitches
regularly with a sport specific approach. An example of such a site within Derbyshire
Dales is Baslow Sports Field. The maintenance of Council sites tends to be less frequent
and unofficial use of these sites can further exacerbate quality issues.
The percentage parameters used for the non-technical assessments were as follows;
Good (>80%), Standard (50-80%), Poor (<50%). The final quality ratings assigned to the
sites also take into account the user quality ratings gathered from consultation.
The table below summarises the quality of pitches which are available for community use
in Derbyshire Dales. In total, 10 pitches are assessed as good quality, 22 as standard
quality and 41 are deemed to be poor quality.
Table 2.2: Pitch quality assessments (available for community use)
Adult pitches
Good
10

Standard
11
41

Youth pitches
Poor
20

Good
0

Standard
8
16

Mini pitches
Poor
8

Good
0

Standard
3
16

Poor
13

The non-technical pitch quality audit shows that the majority of pitches (86%) are
assessed as standard or poor quality, with 56% being rated as poor. There are 10 adult
pitches assessed as being of good quality; however, no youth or mini pitches receive a
good quality rating. Whilst this is a half split on youth pitches rated standard and poor,
81% of mini pitches receive a poor quality rating.
The pitches rated as good quality are situated at the following sites:






Baslow Sports Field
Bradwell Sports and Social Club
Bridge Playing Field
Causeway Lane (Matlock town FC)
Cromford Meadows






Eyam Sports Field
Tideswell Sports Complex
H.M. Prison Sudbury
Brassington Recreation Ground

All sites managed by the Council receive either a poor (eight sites) or standard (three
sites) quality rating. This can be attributed to lower levels of pitch maintenance with, grass
cutting when possible, re-seeding at the end of the season, weed killing once a year
(except Hurst Farm) and occasional aerating. The pitches at Ashbourne Recreation
Ground are also rolled; however, this can if done whilst the pitches are wet, further
compact the soil, making pitch drainage worse.
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The only District Council site to have pitches which receive a standard quality rating is
Dimple Recreation Ground. These pitches were laid five years ago as part of the Arc
Leisure Matlock site and are reported to have the additional element of annual fertilisation
part of the maintenance regime.
Parish/town council owned sites often follow similar basic maintenance regimes to that of
local authority owned sites.
All pitches based at education sites, with the exception of Abbotsholme School, score as
standard for quality. The majority of pitches within schools also receive basic
maintenance. At Queen Elizabeth Grammar School pitch maintenance is contracted to an
external company. The pitches at Lady Manners School are maintained by the school
grounds maintenance team. The three pitches at Abbotsholme School rate as good for
quality.
The only education site currently in use by the community is Wirksworth Leisure Centre.
Despite both school and community use, the three pitches on this site still score standard
for quality. That is likely attributed to higher levels of maintenance than that usually
expected of school sites. Through a combination of an in house maintenance team and
external contractors the pitches are mowed, re-seeded as requires, sand dressed and
weed killed and fertilised at least every two years.
Maintenance of pitches managed by clubs, community organisations, trusts and
associations vary. For example, Matlock Town FC, Baslow Sports Field Charity and
Cavendish Fields Sports Association have dedicated ground staff, whilst others depend
on remedial work by volunteers that is often limited by cost and a lack of specialised
equipment. Examples of the latter include Cromford Veterans FC which plays at Cromford
Meadows and the Calver and District Sports Association.
In general, club consultation indicates varying degrees of change in pitch quality over the
previous three years. Over half (60%) report no difference in pitch quality, while 24%
report that pitch quality has worsened slightly. Notably, five clubs; Matlock Town, Matlock
Town Juniors, Baslow and Longstone Junior, Sudbury Juniors and Wirksworth Ivenhoe
football clubs, report an improvement in pitch quality, which is mostly attributed to
improved pitch maintenance regimes. An exception to this is Baslow and Longstone
Junior FC which report that the introduction of an additional mini pitch at Baslow Sports
Field means matches can be rotated between pitches, giving them chance to recover
between uses.
Table 2.3: Site specific comments from consultation
Site
ID
41

Site

User comments

Bakewell Recreation
Ground

Issues regarding maintenance of the pitches as well as drainage
(especially road side pitch). Also due to pitches being located in
a public park, they are subject to informal use.
Issues regarding maintenance of the pitch as well as drainage
issues.
Issues regarding maintenance of the pitches, drainage and dog
fouling. Also subject to overuse which impacts on grass
coverage. Furthermore, teams will continue to use the site
regardless of the Council deeming the pitch unplayable.
Issues regarding maintenance of the pitches. Also subject to
overuse which impacts on grass coverage.

55

Tippin

2

Ashbourne
Recreation Ground

51

The Polo Field
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Site
ID
35
75

Site

User comments

Mappleton Village
Social Club
Shirley Cricket Club

Issues regarding maintenance of the pitch. Also subject to
overuse which impacts on grass coverage.
Issues regarding maintenance of the pitch. Also subject to
overuse which impacts on grass coverage.
Pitches have improved since last season due to new
experienced groundsman maintaining them. However, are still
issues with drainage and overplay. Drainage is most problematic
on pitches nearest the changing facilities.
Adult pitch known locally as being a good pitch. Have good part
time groundsman at site. However, site does have issues with
public accessing site for casual football due to a lack of fencing
around the site. This can impact on grass coverage. The
introduction of an additional mini pitch has helped with quality of
mini pitches as can rotate between pitches allowing for recovery
between uses.
Grass coverage is reported to be an issue which has also
become a health and safety issue due to exposed gravel. Also
problems with nettles and brambles.
Pitch has improved since last season due to groundsman
looking into ways to improve drainage.
Issues regarding maintenance of the pitches and drainage.

14

Cavendish Playing
Fields

5

Baslow Sports Field

77

Calver and District
Sports Association
Football Ground
Causeway Lane
(Matlock Town FC)
Dimple Recreation
Ground
Eyam Sports Field
The Fete Field

13
19
21
50
40
42
47

49
53

58

Rowsley Recreation
Ground
Sand Lane
Recreation Ground
Sudbury Sports Field

The Avenue Playing
fields
The Whitworth Centre

Wirksworth
Recreation Ground

Issues with drainage causing water-logging.
Issues with drainage as well as some issues with unofficial use
of the site.
Some issues with unofficial use of the site.
Issues with overplay resulting in poor grass coverage. Also
issues with drainage.
Issues with pitch maintenance, especially at the end of the
season in order to prepare for next season. However, some
steps are being taken to improve this.
Issues with maintenance of pitch as well as unofficial use. In
addition, there are issues with badgers digging up the pitch.
Issues with drainage as well as surrounding areas of the pitches
being overgrown. Also some problems with unofficial use of the
site.
Issues with drainage.

FA Pitch Improvement Programme (PIP)
With quality of grass pitches becoming one of the biggest influences on participation in
football, The FA has made it a priority to work towards improving quality of grass pitches
across the country. This has resulted in the creation of the FA Pitch Improvement
Programme (PIP). As part of the PIP, grass pitches identified as having quality issues
undergo a pitch inspection from a member of the Institute of Groundsmanship (IOG). Six
sites within Derbyshire Dales have received an assessment as part of the PIP process.
The summaries of these reports are shown below:
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Cavendish Playing Fields
 All pitches at Cavendish Playing Fields are assessed as being poor quality. This is
likely a result of a high volume of play as well as significant over marking resulting in
targeted areas of surface damage due to a large amount of play focused on high traffic
areas.
 Groundcover would ideally be higher at this early stage of the season (70%).
 Both broad leaved weeds and weed grass (annual meadow grass) content was high
and should be seen as a key area of improvement, weeds and annual meadow grass
will die off in the winter leaving bare areas.
 The current management practices are inadequate to attain the benchmarked
minimum standards endorsed by the FA and published by IOG. In addition,
sustainability of the installed primary drainage system will be compromised with
eventual failure.
 An intensive maintenance schedule is required with the correct machinery and
equipment managed by trained and motivated ground staff.
Bakewell Recreation Ground
 At the time of visit the ground was showing signs of wear and soft under foot due to a
lack of maintenance but also an excessively wet period of weather. The pitch was
holding water in areas of the pitch especially the goalmouths which were completely
devoid of grass cover.
 In general groundcover (60%) was on the low side with more bare areas noted in the
high wear areas of centre circle and goalmouths.
 The quality of the ground cover was poor. The dominant grass species found was
annual meadow grass (AMG) (Poa Annua) which is unsuitable for sports turf due to its
shallow rooting lateral growth and thatch forming nature. Dwarf Perennial ryegrass
(DPR) is the desirable grass species for winter sports pitches, due to its tolerance to
wear and ability to adapt at low temperatures as well as its excellent germination and
deep rooting properties.
 Whilst there was some DPR present amongst the herbage there needs to be more in
order to ensure good grass cover.
Ashbourne Recreation Ground
 The current management practices are inadequate to attain the benchmarked
minimum standards endorsed by the FA and published by IOG. An intensive
maintenance schedule is required with the correct machinery and equipment and
materials.
 Limited maintenance is undertaken at present which has left the pitches in a less than
desirable condition. It is important to stress that if the pitches are to improve then
further sports turf practices need to be undertaken.
 Pitches require a higher level of maintenance in order to meet the needs required for
football in the area.
 Sites had issues with holding water with naturally poor draining soils and also high
levels of soil compaction.
 There is also evidence that material used for line marking contained “weedkiller” or
something similar to ‘’burn in’’ the lines that has resulted in death of the grass. This
could result in a potential trip hazard for players and left that area of the playing
surface devoid of grass. This is likely to result in mud from these areas smothering
grass plants during periods of use in wet conditions, further reducing the level of sward
cover.
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 Depending upon the material used to kill the grass, there is a potential concern for
player safety, also there would need to be evidence that there has been compliance
with current environmental protection legislation.
Dimple Recreation Ground
 Dimple Recreation Ground also had a secondary drainage system of sand slits/bands
it is assumed the secondary system connects to a primary piped drainage system.
These were, however, particularly wet, therefore it is suggested that further
investigation into the effectiveness of the drainage system, upon taking soil samples it
appeared that the sand slits/bands may be capped by soil and organic matter.
Secondary drainage systems require regular sand dressings in order to continue to be
effective.
 Upon further investigation, the pitches were suffering from severe compaction, poor
grass coverage and consisted of a large amount of undesirable grasses that will die
back over the winter leaving large bare areas encouraging a poor playing surface and
ultimately cancelled games.
 There is also evidence that material used for line marking contained “weedkiller” or
something similar to ‘’burn in’’ the lines that has resulted in death of the grass. This
could result in a potential trip hazard for players and left that area of the playing
surface devoid of grass. This is likely to result in mud from these areas smothering
grass plants during periods of use in wet conditions, further reducing the level of sward
cover. Depending upon the material used to kill the grass, there is a potential concern
for player safety, also there would need to be evidence that there has been
compliance with current environmental protection legislation.
For Wirksworth Recreation Ground and Tansley Recreation Ground the same key issues
were found:
 The current management practices are inadequate to attain the benchmarked
minimum standards endorsed by the FA and published by IOG. An intensive
maintenance schedule is required with the correct machinery and equipment and
materials.
 Limited maintenance is undertaken at present which has left the pitches in a less than
desirable condition. It is important to stress that if the pitches are to improve then
further sports turf practices need to be undertaken.
 Pitches require a higher level of maintenance in order to meet the needs required for
football in the area.
 Site had issues with holding water with naturally poor draining soils and also high
levels of soil compaction.
Darley Dale Lions FC (The Whitworth Centre)
 All maintenance practices are carried out by the District Council consisting of mowing
and line marking. The current management practices are inadequate to attain the
benchmarked minimum standards endorsed by the FA and published by IOG. An
intensive maintenance schedule is required with the correct machinery and equipment
managed by trained and motivated ground staff.
 Very limited maintenance is undertaken at present which has left the pitches in a less
than desirable condition. It is important to stress that if the pitches are to improve then
further sports turf practices need to be undertaken. All pitches require a higher level of
maintenance in order to meet the needs required for football at this level.
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 Upon further investigation, the pitches were suffering from high levels of soil
compaction and consisted of a large amount of Poa annua (weed grass) and turf
weeds that will die back over the winter leaving large bare areas encouraging a poor
playing surface and ultimately cancelled games. The goalmouths were of particular
concern suffering from complete lack of grass cover and have “dished” significantly up
to 70mm in some places. This will need addressing as soon as possible to allow for
germination and re-establishment.
 The sward appeared stressed in areas with variations in mowing height and quality the
result of incorrect adjustment of mowing machines, and sward quality is diminished as
a result of the mowing regime. There is also evidence that material used for line
marking contained “weedkiller” or something similar to ‘’burn in’’ the lines that has
resulted in death of the grass.
 This has resulted in a potential trip hazard for players and left that area of the playing
surface devoid of grass. This is likely to result in mud from these areas smothering
grass plants during periods of use in wet conditions, further reducing the level of sward
cover. Depending upon the material used to kill the grass, there is a potential safety
concern for player safety, also there would need to be evidence that there has been
compliance with current environmental protection legislation.
Over marked pitches
Over marking of pitches can cause notable damage to the surface quality and lead to
overuse beyond recommended capacity. In some cases, mini pitches may be marked
onto senior pitches or mini matches may be played widthways across adult or youth
pitches; for example, at Cavendish Playing Fields. This can lead to targeted areas of
surface damage due to a large amount of play focused on high traffic areas, particularly
the middle third of the pitch. Over marking of pitches not only influences available
capacity, it may also cause logistical issues regarding kick off times; for example, when
two teams of differing age formats are due to play at the same site at the same time.
There are also a number of pitches marked onto or overlapping cricket outfields such as
Shirley Cricket Club and Middleton Cricket Club. This can create availability issues as the
cricket season begins in April when the football season is still ongoing and the football
season begins in August as cricket fixtures are still being played. Generally, cricket is
given priority at such sites, meaning football teams either have to reschedule games,
finish their season early or relocate to another site until the cricket season is finished.
This is a significant issue at Causeway Lane (Matlock Town FC) due to the first team
playing at step 3 of the football pyramid and the reserves playing at step 7 of the football
pyramid. When Matlock CC is playing, the fence between the cricket pitch and football
pitch has to be raised due to the cricket outfield running up to the penalty spot. As a
result, all fixtures have to be carefully co-ordinated.
Ancillary facilities
The term ancillary facilities take into account clubhouse buildings, changing facilities and
car parking, amongst other things but excluding the playing pitches. Clubs that responded
to consultation assessed ancillary facilities, particularly changing facilities, as varying in
quality with 38% rating its ancillary facilities as good, 27% as standard and 35% as poor.
Table 2.4: Clubs response to changing facility quality
Good
38%
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Sites which are both observed during assessment and highlighted through club
consultation as having particularly poor ancillary facilities are as follows:











Ashbourne Recreation Ground
Wirksworth Recreation Ground
Calver and District Sports Association Football Ground
Bakewell Recreation Ground
Sudbury Sports Field
Shirley Cricket Club
The Avenue Playing Field
The Whitworth Centre
Eyam Sports Field
Bridge Lane Playing Fields

Further to the above, Hurst Farm United report issues with the changing rooms at Dimple
Playing Fields, including a leak in the home dressing room and the fans not working
throughout.
In general clubs that believe facilities to be poor describe them as being run down and in
need of refurbishment. The changing facilities as Ashbourne Recreation Ground are
highlighted by both Ashbourne Aztecs FC and Ashbourne FC as being particularly poor
with graffiti, cold showers, poor toilet facilities, no kitchen and no disabled access. This is
also a contributing factor to why Ashbourne FC’s first team is accessing both pitch and
ancillary provision outside of Derbyshire Dales. Due to the team being in the Staffordshire
County Senior League (Premier Division) it is required to have access to a certain
standard of ancillary facilities.
Stoney Middleton FC which uses The Avenue Playing Field, believes if the ancillary
facilities it had access to were better, it could work towards having mini, youth and ladies
teams.
Eyam FC (using Eyam Sports Field) reports that it needs a new multipurpose clubhouse.
The existing one is in a poor state of repair and also requires disabled access.
Another issue regarding ancillary facilities is that parking at Cavendish Sports Field is
reaching capacity on a Saturday morning. As a result, the association managing the site
has to limit the amount of mini matches taking place for the Rowsley and District Youth
League.
Ancillary facilities in the area that score particularly high for quality are The Fete Field,
Tidewell Sports Complex and Causeway Lane (Matlock Town FC).
Grindleford Playing Fields Association Committee has plans to expand and improve the
Bishop Pavilion building servicing Bridge Lane Playing Fields, which in a phased
approach includes upgrading the changing accommodation. It has not yet submitted
planning permission to the National Park but is now keen to pursue this as funding has
almost be raised for the phase one development.
Security of tenure
A lack of long term security of tenure can become an issue for clubs that wish to access
funding streams for site developments and improvements. Generally, sites with a lease
hold of less than 25 years are not eligible for grants or match funding.
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The majority of football clubs in Derbyshire Dales do not have long term security of tenure,
with 72% renting pitches on an annual basis. In order for these pitches to be considered
secure, there should be a good degree of certainty that the pitch will be available to the
community for at least the following three years. A judgement is made based on the
information gathered and a record of secured or unsecured community use put against
each site within the capacity table (Table 2.12).
Four clubs are known to have long term leases in place for use of pitches in Derbyshire
Dales; Wirksworth Ivanhoe, Stoney Middleton, Cromford Veterans and Matlock Town
Juniors FC.
Matlock Town Juniors FC has recently entered into a partnership with Cavendish Sports
Fields Association which provides security of tenure for the Club. Wirksworth Ivanhoe has
a long-term lease (originally 99 years) on Wirksworth Recreation Ground pitches. Stoney
Middleton FC leases pitches at The Avenue Playing Field from Stoney Middleton Parish
Council and Cromford Veterans FC leases pitches at Cromford Meadows from Derbyshire
County Council on behalf of owner, Key Estates.
A number of clubs, including for example, Ashbourne Aztecs FC and Darley Dale Juniors
FC access more than one home ground in order to accommodate all of their teams but
would prefer to consolidate play on one larger ground.
Football pyramid demand
Clubs within the step system must adhere to ground requirements set out by the FA. The
higher the level of football being played the higher the requirements. Clubs cannot
progress into the league above if the ground requirements do not meet the correct
specifications. Ground grading assesses grounds from A to H, with ‘A’ being the
requirements for Step 1 clubs. There is one club in Derbyshire Dales which plays within
the football pyramid, Matlock Town FC. It has two teams within the pyramid, with the first
team being at Step 3 and the reserves being at Step 7.
The teams are currently able to meet league requirements for their respective leagues,
although improvements may need to be made for the first team to progress and further
through the pyramid system.
Matlock Town FC does highlight aspirations to have its own site and has tried to begin
negotiations with both the land owner (Matlock Sports Company) and developers;
however, due to a lack of interest from the Matlock Sports Company these negotiations
never progressed.
2.3: Demand
Through the audit and assessment, a total of 36 clubs producing 135 teams are identified
as playing within Derbyshire Dales. This consists of 36 men’s, one women’s, 58 youth
boys’, one youth girls’ and 41 mini soccer teams. These figures also include Brassington
FC (playing at Brassington Recreation Ground) which fields one adult team playing
summer football.
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Table 2.5: Summary of competitive teams currently playing in Derbyshire Dales
Analysis area
North
Central
South
Derbyshire Dales

No. of teams playing
Adult
11
19
6
36

Youth 11v11 Youth 9v9 Mini 7v7
13
7
10
18
9
12
9
0
0
40
16
22

Mini 5v5
7
10
0
17

Total
48
68
15
131

The majority of teams play in the Central Analysis Area (68 teams), with the fewest
number of teams playing in the South Analysis Area (16 teams). This corresponds with
there being more pitches in the Central Analysis Area (42 pitches) than the other two
analysis areas. The most prevalent playing format is youth (11v11) football (41 teams).
Clubs that responded to the online survey were asked whether there had been a change
in the number of teams over the previous three years. The response rates for those which
answered this question can be seen overleaf.
Table 2.6: Change in the number of teams over the previous three years
Team type
Adult
Youth
Mini

Clubs response
Increased
26%
33%
55%

Decreased
5%
11%
0

Stayed the same
69%
56%
45%

The highest increase in teams is seen in mini soccer, with eight clubs reporting an
increase over the last three years and no clubs reporting a decrease. The biggest
decrease can be seen in youth teams with two clubs reporting a loss if a youth team. It is
generally accepted that an increase in mini and youth teams will translate into more adult
teams.
The way in which people want to play football is changing, especially for adult men. There
is a national trend of players opting to play small sided versions of the game as people
want to be able to fit it into busy lifestyles. Shorter versions of the sport allow players to
do this, and if this trend continues there is likely to be demand for more access to 3G
pitches.
Unmet demand
Unmet demand is existing demand that is not getting access to pitches. It is usually
expressed, for example, when a team is already training but is unable to access a match
pitch, or when a league has a waiting list due to a lack of pitch provision, which in turn is
hindering the growth of the league. No clubs report this as being the case in Derbyshire
Dales.
Latent demand
During the consultation process a handful of clubs identify that if more pitches were
available, at their home ground or in the local area, they could develop more teams in the
future (latent demand). The table below highlights latent demand expressed by the clubs
(where quantified) that could potentially be fielded if more pitches were available.
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Table 2.7: Summary of latent demand expressed by clubs
Club

Ashbourne FC
Matlock Town FC
Ashbourne Aztecs
Doveridge Juniors FC
Wirksworth Ivanhoe FC

Analysis
area
South
Central
South
South
Central

Latent demand

1 adult team
1 youth team
1 u19 team
2 youth teams
2 youth teams
1 adult team
Totals

Match
equivalent
sessions5
0.5
0.5
0.5
1
1
0.5
1.5
0.5
2

Pitch type

Adult
11v11
Adult
9v9
9v9
Adult
Adult
11v11
9v9

In total, latent demand amounts to four match equivalent sessions. In addition to this, half
of clubs surveyed indicate that they would field more teams if more or better training
facilities were available and over half (52%) of clubs surveyed state that team numbers
would increase if ancillary provision improved.
Some clubs, including for example, Bakewell Juniors FC and Tansley FC also report that
if better quality pitches were available they would have more teams. Although this is
technically not classified as latent demand, it is important to note that some clubs suggest
that quality of pitches is inhibiting growth.
Displaced demand
Displaced demand refers to teams that are currently accessing pitches for their home
fixtures outside of the Area in which they are registered, normally because their pitch
requirements cannot be met. Currently there are three clubs registered in Derbyshire
Dales that have teams playing outside of the analysis area:
 Ashbourne FC
 Ashbourne Aztecs FC
 Doveridge Juniors FC
All U7 to U12 teams at Ashbourne Aztecs FC and Doveridge Juniors FC are displaced
due to playing at centralised mini soccer venues located within neighbouring in Derby,
rather than due to a lack of pitches and as such is not accounted for within the later
conclusion tables.
Doveridge Juniors FC also has four more teams playing outside Derbyshire Dales (not
playing within central venues). However, the Club does not highlight this is an issue and
as such is also not accounted for within the later conclusion tables.
Ashbourne FC’s first team is currently playing outside of the study area due to a lack of
good quality pitches with ancillary provision that meets the required standards for the
league in which it plays (Staffordshire Senior County League). The team is currently
accessing Rocester FC’s stadium for matches; however, due to Rocester FC also using
the site and having priority of fixture slots, Ashbourne FC is having to play matches at less
desirable times. For example, occasionally Saturday PM fixtures have to be moved to
Wednesday PM. This has been raised as a concern by Derbyshire County FA.
5

Two teams require one pitch to account for playing on a home and away basis. Therefore 0.5
pitches can therefore be seen in the table where there is latent demand for one team.
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Future demand
Future demand can be defined in two ways, through participation increases and using
population forecasts.
Population increases
Team generation rates are used to calculate the number of teams likely to be generated
in the future (2033 in line with the Local Plan timeframe) based on population growth. As
shown in the table below, it is predicted that there will be no additional teams generated
at any age group as a result of population growth.
Table 2.8: Team generation rates (2033)
Age group

Adult Men (16-45)
Adult Women (16-45)
Youth Boys (10-15)
Youth Girls (10-15)
Mini-Soccer Mixed (6-9)

Current
population
within age
group

Current
no. of
teams

Team
Generation
Rate

Future
population
within age
group
(2033)

Predicted
future
number
of teams

10,725
10,318
2,418
2,324
2,895

36
1
58
1
41

1:298
1:10,318
1:42
1:2,324
1:71

10,027
9,686
2,337
2,234
2,847

34
1
56
1
40

Additional
teams that
may be
generated
from the
increased
population
0
0
0
0
0

Participation increases
Five clubs report aspirations to increase the number of teams they provide. Of the clubs,
which quantify their potential increase, there is a predicted growth of six teams equating
to one adult, 0.5 youth and 1.5 mini match equivalent sessions.
Latent demand highlighted earlier in the report has been discounted from these
calculations as it is presumed to be absorbed in future growth.
Table 2.9: Potential team increases identified by clubs
Club

Doveridge Juniors FC
Sudbury Juniors FC
Wirksworth Ivanhoe
Football Club
Bradwell Sports FC

Analysis
area

Future demand

South
South
Central

3 x mini teams
1 adult team
1 adult team

North

1 youth 11v11
Totals

Match
equivalent
sessions6
1.5
0.5
0.5

Pitch type

0.5
1
0.5
1.5

11v11
Adult
Youth
Mini

7v7 or 5v5
Adult
Adult

The total future demand expressed amounts to three match equivalent sessions, the
majority of which is identified in the South Analysis Area.
6

Two teams require one pitch to account for playing on a home and away basis. Therefore 0.5
pitches can therefore be seen in the table where there is latent demand for one team.
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2.4: Capacity analysis
The capacity for pitches to regularly provide for competitive play, training and other activity
over a season is most often determined by quality. As a minimum, the quality and
therefore the capacity of a pitch affects the playing experience and people’s enjoyment of
playing football. In extreme circumstances, it can result in the inability of the pitch to cater
for all or certain types of play during peak and off-peak times. Pitch quality is often
influenced by weather conditions and drainage.
As a guide, The FA has set a standard number of matches that each grass pitch type
should be able to accommodate without adversely affecting its current quality (pitch
capacity). Taking into consideration the guidelines on capacity the following ratings were
used in Derbyshire Dales:
Table 2.10: Capacity of football pitches based on quality
Adult pitches
Pitch
Matches per
quality
week
Good
Standard
Poor

3
2
1

Youth pitches
Pitch
Matches per
week
quality
Good
Standard
Poor

4
2
1

Mini pitches
Pitch
Matches per
week
quality
Good
Standard
Poor

6
4
2

Table 2.11 applies the above pitch ratings against the actual level of weekly play recorded
to determine a capacity rating as follows:
Potential capacity
At capacity
Overused

Play is below the level the site could sustain
Play matches the level the site can sustain
Play exceeds the level the site can sustain

Education sites
To account for curricular/extra-curricular use of education pitches play at such sites has
been adjusted and where sites are poor or standard quality this usually results in these
pitches being played to capacity. This adjustment is generally dependent on the amount
of use carried out and also the number of pitches on site.
Peak time
Spare capacity can only be considered as actual spare capacity if pitches are available at
peak time. In Derbyshire, peak time is considered to be Saturday PM for adult pitches,
Sunday AM for youth 11v11 pitches, Saturday AM for youth 9v9 pitches and Sunday AM
for both mini 5v5 and 7v7 pitches.
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2.5: Supply and demand analysis
Spare capacity
The next step is to ascertain whether or not any identified ‘potential capacity’ can be
deemed ‘actual spare capacity’. There may be situations where, although a site is
highlighted as potentially able to accommodate some additional play, this should not be
recorded as spare capacity against the site. For example, a site may be managed to
regularly operate slightly below full capacity to ensure that it can cater for a number of
regular friendly matches and activities that take place but are difficult to quantify on a
weekly basis.
The table below considers site by site the capacity of the pitches to accommodate further
play and for them to be deemed as having ‘actual spare capacity’. A pitch is only said to
have ‘actual spare capacity’ if it is available for community use and available at the peak
time for that format of the game. Any pitch not meeting this criteria has been discounted.
Pitches that are of a poor quality are not deemed to have actual spare capacity due to the
already low carrying capacity of the pitches. Any identified spare capacity should be
retained in order to relieve the pitches of use, which in turn will aid the improvement of
pitch quality. In must also be noted that teams do not want to play on poor quality pitches.
School sites that are currently available for community use but unused are also not
considered to have actual spare capacity as the full existence of these pitches cannot be
determined. Further consultation with the providers is therefore recommended to fully
understand community use aspects, i.e. are the pitches available during peak time and
are they available throughout the playing season.
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Table 2.11: Football pitch capacity analysis
Site
ID

Site name

Available
for
community
use?

Type of
tenure7

Management

Analysis
area

Pitch
type

Pitch
size

Agreed
quality
rating

No. of
pitches

Current
play
(match
sessions)

1

Abbotsholme School

No

Unsecure

School

South

Adult

Good

3

-

2

Alport Lane Recreation
Ground (Queen
Elizabeth II Playing
Fields)

Yes

Secure

Parish
Council

North

Adult

Standard

1

0.5

3

Ashbourne Recreation
Ground

Yes

Secure

District
Council

South

Adult

Poor

1

0.5

Yesunused

Adult

Poor

1

-

Yesunused

Youth

Poor

1

-

Good

1

1

5

Baslow Sports Field

Yes

Secure

Trust

North

(11v11)

Adult

Mini

(5v5)

Standard

2

1

Mini

(7v7)

Standard

1

1

7

Bradwell Sports and
Social Club

Yes

Secure

Sports
Association

North

Adult

Good

1

2.5

11

Bridge Playing Field

Yes

Secure

Community
Association

North

Adult

Good

2

1.5

Site
Overused, At Availability in Comments
capacity8
capacity or
peak period
potential
spare
(match
(match
capacity9
sessions)
sessions)
(match
sessions)
9
3
No availability at peak time as
unavailable for community use.
2
1.5
0.5
Owned by Fields in Trust and
leased to Youlgreave Parish
Council on 99 years. Used by
Youlgreave United. PC report
drainage of the pitch is good.
Minimal peak time capacity
discounted to help protect quality.
Slight overmark with cricket pitch
outfield.
1
0.5
0.5
Pitch currently used by one team
from Ashbourne FC. Site does have
minimal spare capacity. However,
due to poor quality, spare capacity
is discounted.
1
1
1
Pitch currently unused, however,
spare capacity discounted due to
poor quality. Area regularly floods.
1
1
1
Pitch currently unused, however,
spare capacity discounted due to
poor quality. Area regularly floods.
3
2
0.5
Pitch currently used by one team.
Actual spare capacity to
accommodate one team.
8
7
2
Pitch currently used by mini teams
from Baslow & Longstone JFC.
Actual spare capacity to
accommodate additional use.
4
3
1
Pitch currently used by mini teams
from Baslow & Longstone JFC.
Actual spare capacity to
accommodate additional use.
3
0.5
Pitch currently used by a senior
team, two youth teams and a mini
team from Bradwell Sports FC. No
peak time capacity. No additional
use recommended due to
overmarking.
3
1.5
1
Managed by Grindleford Playing
Fields Association. Used by
Grindleford FC, one adult and two
mini/youth teams.

7

There should be a good degree of certainty that the pitch will be available to the community for at least the following three years. A judgement is made based on the information gathered and a record of secured or unsecured
community use put against each site.
2 Based on pitch quality The FA recommends a maximum number of match sessions to be accommodate per pitch type. Please refer to Section 2.4 for the full breakdown.
9 Overused – red, at capacity – amber, potential spare capacity - green
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Site
ID

Site name

Available
for
community
use?

Type of
tenure7

Management

Analysis
area

Pitch
type

Pitch
size

Agreed
quality
rating

No. of
pitches

Current
play
(match
sessions)

13

Causeway Lane
(Matlock Town FC)

Yes

Secure

Club

Central

Adult

Good

1

2

14

Cavendish Fields Sports
Association

Yes

Secure

Sports
Association

Central

Adult

Poor

3

1

Mini

(5v5)

Poor

5

4.5

Mini

(7v7)

Poor

5

6

Youth

(11v11)

Poor

2

2

Youth

(9v9)

Poor

2

1.5

16

Cromford Meadows

Yes

Secure

County
Council/Club

Central

Adult

Good

2

2

19

Dimple Recreation
Ground

Yes

Secure

District
Council

Central

Adult

Standard

2

2

Standard

1

1

Good

1

3

Youth

(11v11)

21

Eyam Sports Field

Yes

Secure

Sports
Association

North

Adult

23

Great Longstone
Recreation Ground

Yes

Secure

Parish
Council

North

Youth

(9v9)

Poor

1

1

27

Highfields School
(Lumsdale Site)

No

Unsecure

School

Central

Youth

(9v9)

Standard

2

4
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Site
Overused, At Availability in Comments
capacity8
capacity or
peak period
potential spare
(match
(match
capacity9
sessions)
sessions)
(match
sessions)
3
1
0.5
Pitch currently used by Matlock
Town FC. There are 0.5 match
sessions available at peak time
(Saturday PM) to accommodate one
team.
3
2
1.5
Used by two senior teams from two
different clubs. Site does have
peak time capacity. However, due
to poor quality, spare capacity is
discounted.
10
5.5
0.5
Used by a variety of mini teams.
Site does have minimal peak time
capacity. However, due to poor
quality, spare capacity is
discounted.
10
4
4
Pitches currently used by a variety
of mini teams. Site does have peak
time capacity. However, due to poor
quality, spare capacity is
discounted.
2
Used by Matlock Town Juniors and
are operating at capacity.
2
0.5
0.5
Used by Matlock Town Juniors FC.
Site does have minimal peak time
capacity. However, due to poor
quality, spare capacity is
discounted.
6
4
1.5
Used by Cromford FC and
Cromford Vets FC. Site has peak
time spare capacity to
accommodate additional three
teams. Cromford FC leases pitches
from Derbyshire County Council on
behalf of owner, Key Estates
4
2
1
Used by a number of clubs. Minimal
peak time capacity discounted to
help protect quality.
2
1
1
Pitch currently used by Matlock
Town Juniors FC. Minimal peak
time capacity discounted to help
protect quality.
3
Used by Eyam FC, youth and mini
teams playing across adult pitch.
Also some use by other Eyam
football teams and Eyam school.
1
Used by Baslow & Longstone JFC
U12 teams and played to capacity
due to poor quality.
4
2
No availability at peak time as
unavailable for community use.
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Site
ID

28

Site name

30

Highfields School
(Starkholmes Site)
Hurst Farm

33

Lady Manners School

Available
for
community
use?

Type of
tenure7

Management

Analysis
area

Pitch
type

Pitch
size

Agreed
quality
rating

No. of
pitches

Current
play
(match
sessions)

No

Unsecure

School

Central

Youth

(9v9)

Poor

1

1

Yes

Secure

District
Council

Central

Adult

Poor

2

-

Yesunused

Unsecure

School

North

Adult
Youth
Youth

Standard
Standard
Standard

1
1
1

2
2
2

(11v11)
(9v9)

34

Leadmill Ground

Yes

Secure

Sports Club

North

Adult

Standard

1

4.5

35

Mappleton Village Social
Club

Yes

Secure

Parish
Council

Central

Adult

Poor

1

1

36

Middleton Recreation
Ground

Yes

Secure

Parish
Council

Central

Adult

Standard

1

0.5

39

Queen Elizabeth
Grammar School

Yes
unused

Unsecure

School

South

Adult

Standard

2

4

Standard

1

2

Youth

(9v9)

40

Rowsley Recreation
Ground

Yes

Secure

Parish
Council

Central

Adult

Standard

1

1

41

Bakewell Recreation
Ground

Yes

Secure

District
Council

North

Adult

Poor

2

3

Poor

1

0.5

Mini

(5v5)

42

Sand Lane Recreation
Ground

Yes

Secure

Parish
Council

South

Adult

Poor

2

1.5

43

S. Anselm’s School

No

Unsecure

School

North

Adult

Standard

2

-

47

Sudbury Sports Field

Yes

Secure

Parish
Council

South

Adult

Poor

2

2

February 2017

Assessment Report: Knight Kavanagh & Page

Site
Overused, At Availability in Comments
capacity8
capacity or
peak period
potential spare
(match
(match
capacity9
sessions)
sessions)
(match
sessions)
1
1
No availability at peak time as
unavailable for community use.
1
1
Pitch currently unused, however,
spare capacity discounted due to
poor quality.
2
1
According to the School, the pitches
are available for community use,
2
1
however, there are no current
2
1
users. At capacity due to school
use.
2
2.5
Pitch currently used by Hathersage
FC and Hathersage JFC and is
heavily used by youth teams.
1
Used by Ashbourne Aztects FC.
Pitch is played to capacity due to
poor quality.
2
1.5
1
Used by Wirksworth Colts FC. Peak
time capacity for one additional
team to play.
4
2
According to the School, the pitches
are available for community use,
however, there are no current
2
1
users. At capacity due to school
use.
2
1
Used by Rowsley 86 FC. Although
spare capacity is available, there is
no spare capacity at peak time.
2
1
Used by Bakewell FC and Bakewell
JFC. Overplayed by one match
session. Also used by youth teams.
2
1.5
0.5
Used by Bakewell JFC. Peak time
capacity to accommodate one team
discounted due to poor quality. No
further play recommended due to
poor quality.
2
0.5
0.5
Used by Doveridge Juniors FC.
Peak time capacity to accommodate
one team discounted due to poor
quality. No further play
recommended due to poor quality.
4
2
No availability at peak time as
unavailable for community use.
2

-

-

Maintained by National Trust and
used by Sudbury FC and played to
capacity due to poor quality.
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Site
ID

Site name

Available
for
community
use?

Type of
tenure7

Management

Analysis
area

Pitch
type

Agreed
quality
rating

No. of
pitches

Current
play
(match
sessions)

Poor

2

0.5

Standard

1

2

Adult

Standard

1

1

2

1

-

49

The Avenue Playing
Field

Yes

Secure

Parish
Council

North

Adult

50

The Fete Field

Yes

Secure

Parish
Council

Central

Youth

Pitch
size

(11v11)

Site
Overused, At Availability in Comments
capacity8
capacity or
peak period
potential spare
(match
(match
capacity9
sessions)
sessions)
(match
sessions)
1
0.5
0.5
Pitch leased to Stoney Middleton
FC by Stoney Middleton Parish
Council. Peak time capacity to
accommodate one team discounted
due to poor quality. No further play
recommended due to poor quality.
2
Used by Tansley FC, four youth
teams and played to capacity.

51

The Polo Field

Yes

Secure

Private

South

Adult

Standard

2

2.5

4

1.5

1.5

53

The Whitworth Centre

Yes

Secure

Town
Council

Central

Adult

Poor

1

1

1

-

-

54

Tideswell Sports
Complex

Yes

Secure

Community
Association

North

Mini

(5v5)

Poor

1

-

2

2

2

Youth

(9v9)

Poor

1

0.5

1

0.5

0.5

Good

1

2

3

1

1

Adult
Youth

(11v11)

Standard

1

1.5

2

0.5

0.5

(11v11)

Poor

1

0.5

1

0.5

0.5

Standard

1

1

2

1

0.5

55

Tippin

Yes

Secure

District
Council

Central

Youth

57

Wirksworth Leisure
Centre

Yes

Secure

District
Council/
Trust

Central

Adult

58

Wirksworth Recreation
Ground
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Yes

Secure

Town
Council

Central

Youth

(11v11)

Standard

1

1.5

2

0.5

-

Youth

(9v9)

Standard

1

-

2

2

2

Poor

1

1

1

-

-

Adult
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Used by Tansley FC, adult and u18
team and no peak time capacity.
Used by Ashbourne FC and
Ashbourne Aztecs FC (youth
teams) which rent pitches from
Osmaston Polo Ground Committee.
Peak time capacity for additional
use.
Used by Darley Dale Lions FC and
played to capacity due to poor
quality.
Pitch currently unused, however,
spare capacity discounted due to
poor quality.
Used by Darley Dale Juniors FC
youth teams. Peak time capacity to
accommodate one team discounted
due to poor quality. No further play
recommended due to poor quality.
Used by Tideswell FC. Peak time
capacity for additional use.
Used by Tideswell FC. Minimal
peak time capacity discounted to
help protect quality.
Used by Darley Dale JFC. Peak
time capacity to accommodate one
team discounted due to poor
quality. No further play
recommended due to poor quality.
Used by Wirksworth Town FC.
Minimal peak time capacity
discounted to help protect quality.
Used by Wirksworth Colts FC. No
peak time capacity available.
Pitch currently unused therefore,
peak time capacity for additional
use.
Used by Wirksworth Ivanhoe FC
and played to capacity due to poor
quality. Club has a long term lease
from Wirksworth Town Council.
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Site
ID

Site name

Available
for
community
use?

Type of
tenure7

Management

Analysis
area

Pitch
type

Pitch
size

Agreed
quality
rating

No. of
pitches

Current
play
(match
sessions)

75

Shirley Cricket Club

Yes

Secure

Parish
Council

South

Adult

Poor

1

0.5

77

Calver & District Sports
Association Football
Ground

Yes

Secure

Sports
Association

North

Adult

Poor

1

1

Poor

1

1

78

H.M Prison Sudbury

Yes

Secured

Private

South

Adult

Good

1

0.5

79

Brassington Recreation
Ground

Yes

Secure

Trust

Central

Adult

Good

1

2
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Site
Overused, At Availability in Comments
capacity8
capacity or
peak period
potential spare
(match
(match
capacity9
sessions)
sessions)
(match
sessions)
1
0.5
0.5
Used by Ashbourne Aztecs FC.
Peak time capacity to accommodate
one team discounted due to poor
quality. No further play
recommended due to poor quality.
1
Used by Calver FC and played to
capacity due to poor quality.
2
1
Used by Calver JFC and has no
peak time capacity available.
3
2.5
1
Used by Sudbury Park FC. Peak
time capacity for two more senior
teams. Please note this is a
Category D, open prison and as
such is considered accessible.
3
1
1
Brassington football team is the
main user, playing in a summer
league and training in the winter.
Also used by the village school.
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Actual spare capacity has been aggregated up by area and by pitch type.
Table 2.12: Actual spare capacity summary
Analysis area

Actual spare capacity (match sessions per week)
Adult
Youth (11v11) Youth (9v9) Mini (7v7) Mini (5v5)
2.5
1
2

North
South

2.5

-

-

-

-

Central

4

-

2

-

-

Derbyshire Dales

9

-

2

1

2

There is a total of 14 match equivalent sessions of actual spare capacity across
Derbyshire Dales per week with the most expressed on adult pitches and in Central
Analysis Area (four).
Overplay
Overplay occurs when there is more play accommodated on a site than it is able to
sustain (which can often be due to the low carrying capacity of the pitches). In Derbyshire
Dales, three pitches are overplayed by a total of 3.5 match equivalent session per week.
Leadmill Ground adult pitch is assessed as standard quality but heavily used by
Hathersage JFC. At Bakewell Recreation Ground, the pitches are assessed as poor
quality and although also used by youth teams, an improvement in quality would address
overplay.
Table 2.13: Overplay on pitches
Site
ID

34
41

Site name

Leadmill Ground
Bakewell Recreation Ground

Analysis
area

Pitch type

No. of
pitches

North
North

Adult
Adult

1
2

Capacity
rating
(match
sessions)
2.5
1

2.6: Conclusions
Having considered supply and demand, the tables below identify current demand (i.e.
spare capacity taking away overplay and then any latent/displaced/future demand
identified in each area for the different pitch types (in match equivalent sessions).
Table 2.14: Spare capacity/ overplay of adult pitches
Analysis area

North
South
Central
Derbyshire Dales

10

Actual
Demand (match equivalent sessions)
spare
Overplay Current Displaced Latent
Future
Total
capacity10
total
demand
demand demand
1
2.5
3.5
1
0.5
2.5
2.5
1
0.5
0.5
2.5
4
4
1
0.5
9
3.5
5.5
1
1.5
1
2

In match equivalent sessions
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Although there is no overall shortfall of adult pitches in Derbyshire Dales, there is a
shortfall in North Analysis Area due to overplay (mainly as a result of youth teams playing
across adult pitches). It is recommended that levels of spare capacity be retained for
strategic reserve and such should not be classified as surplus provision.
For youth 11v11 pitches in Derbyshire Dales, there is no identified actual spare capacity
or overplay and as such current provision is played to capacity with an increase in play
not recommended until the quality of provision increases. Further to this a small amount
of latent demand is identified for additional 11v11 pitches (one team) and future demand
(one team) which could both be accommodated if quality/capacity was increased.
Table 2.15: Spare capacity/ overplay of youth 9v9 pitches
Analysis area

Actual
spare
Overplay
capacity11

Demand (match equivalent sessions)
Current
Latent
Future
Total
total
demand
demand
-

North

-

-

South

-

-

-

2

-

2

Central

2
2

-

2
2

2

-

2
-

Derbyshire Dales

The current picture shows that there is an overall spare capacity on 9v9 pitches
amounting to two match sessions; however, when accounting for latent demand, there
will be a shortfall of two match sessions in South Analysis Area.
Table 2.16: Spare capacity/ overplay of mini 7v7 pitches
Analysis area

North
South
Central
Derbyshire Dales

Actual
spare Overplay
capacity
1
1

-

Demand (match equivalent sessions)
Current
Latent
Future
Total
total
demand
demand
1
1
1.5
1.5
1
1.5
0.5

The current picture shows that there is an overall spare capacity on 7v7 pitches
amounting to one match session; however, when accounting for future demand, there will
be a shortfall of 1.5 match sessions in South Analysis Area and 0.5 overall across
Derbyshire Dales.
Table 2.17: Spare capacity/ overplay of mini 5v5 pitches
Analysis area

North
South
West
Derbyshire Dales

11

Actual
spare Overplay
capacity
2
2

-

Demand (match equivalent sessions)
Current
Latent
Future
Total
total
demand
demand
2
2
2
2

In match equivalent sessions
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There is current and future spare capacity overall on 5v5 pitches amounting to two match
equivalent sessions, however, South and West analysis areas are played to capacity. It is
therefore recommended that the level of spare capacity be retained for strategic reserve
and such should not be classified as surplus provision.
Taking into account the above tables, the table below summarises the level of spare
capacity and shortfalls on each pitch type across Derbyshire Dales as a whole.
Table 2.18: Spare capacity/overplay summary in Derbyshire Dales
Pitch type

Adult
Youth 11v11
Youth 9v9
Mini 7v7
Mini 5v5

Demand (match equivalent sessions)
Actual spare Overplay
Current
Latent/
Future
capacity12
total
displaced
demand
demand
9
3.5
5.5
1
1.5
0.5
0.5
2
2
2
1
1.5
1
2
2
-

Total

1
1
0.5
2

Current demand indicates that there is spare capacity on all but youth 11v11 pitches
which are played to capacity, with the most substantial being on adult pitches with actual
spare capacity of 5.5 sessions. However, please note that the levels of spare capacity
expressed are not significant.
Taking into account latent/displaced and future demand, there is a small shortfall of youth
11v11 and mini 7v7 pitches with youth 9v9 pitches being played to capacity.
This spare capacity suggested, particularly for adult pitches; however, does necessarily
represent an oversupply. All adult pitches with in Derbyshire Dales are needed as they
are geographical distributed throughout the analysis area and thus absorb demand in the
rural based demographics. Instead, this spare capacity could assist in the potential
growth of the sport or indeed in certain instances could be converted into youth pitches to
better accommodate demand.

12

In match equivalent sessions
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Football – grass pitch summary
 The audit identifies a current total of 82 grass football pitches within Derbyshire Dales
across 38 sites. Of these, 73 pitches are available, at some level, for community use across
33 sites.
 A number of youth and mini pitches are marked over adult pitches. For example, this occurs
at The Fete Field, Tansley and Cavendish Playing Fields. There are also a number of
football pitches marked onto or overlapping cricket outfields such as at Shirley Cricket Club
and Middleton Cricket Club.
 Only five sites (containing nine pitches); Jubilee Fields, Highfields School (Starkholmes
Site), S. Anselm’s School, Abbotsholme School and Highfields School (Lumsdale Site) are
unavailable for community use.Some schools, report during consultation that grass pitches
are available for community use, however, no teams were identified as playing regular
competitive matches at these sites, including for example, Lady Manners School and
Queen Elizabeth Grammar School.
 Of the community available pitches, most are managed by the District Council and the
education sector. The remaining sites are managed by a combination of parish/town
councils, clubs, community organisations, trusts and associations.
 Of those pitches available for community use, 10 are assessed as good quality, 22 as
standard quality and 41 are deemed to be poor quality. All sites managed by the Council
receive either a poor (eight sites) or standard (three sites) quality rating.
 Ten sites are both observed during assessment and highlighted through club consultation
as having particularly poor ancillary facilities.
 The majority of football clubs in Derbyshire Dales do not have long term security of tenure,
with 72% renting pitches on an annual basis. However, all are considered to be secured
community use. Four clubs are known to have long term leases in place.
 A number of clubs, including for example, Ashbourne Aztecs FC and Darley Dale Juniors
FC access more than one home ground in order to accommodate all of their teams but
would prefer to consolidate play on one larger ground.
 A total of 36 clubs producing 132 teams are identified as playing within Derbyshire Dales.
This consists of 35 men’s, one women’s, 56 youth boys’, one youth girls’ and 39 mini soccer
teams. In general, the number of teams has remained static but there has been an increase
in mini football teams.
 In total, latent demand amounts to four match equivalent sessions. In addition to this, half of
clubs surveyed indicate that they would field more teams if more or better training facilities
were available and over half (52%) of clubs surveyed state that team numbers would
increase if ancillary provision improved.
 Ashbourne FC’s first team is currently playing outside of the study area due to a lack of
good quality pitches with ancillary provision that meets the required standards for the
league in which it plays (Staffordshire Senior County League).
 Five clubs report aspirations to increase the number of teams they provide. Of the clubs,
which quantify their potential increase, there is a predicted growth of six teams equating to
one adult, 0.5 youth and 1.5 mini match equivalent sessions.
 There is a total of 14 match equivalent sessions of actual spare capacity across Derbyshire
Dales per week with the most expressed on adult pitches and in Central Analysis Area
(four).
 Three pitches are overplayed by a total of 3.5 match equivalent session per week. Leadmill
Ground adult pitch is assessed as standard quality but heavily used by Hathersage JFC. At
Bakewell Recreation Ground, the pitches are assessed as poor quality and although also
used by youth teams, an improvement in quality would address overplay.
 Current demand indicates that there is spare capacity on all but youth 11v11 pitches which
are played to capacity. However, taking into account latent/displaced and future demand,
there is a small shortfall of youth 11v11 and mini 7v7 pitches with youth 9v9 pitches being
played to capacity.
 This spare capacity suggested, particularly for adult pitches; however, does necessarily
represent an oversupply. All adult pitches with in Derbyshire Dales are needed as they are
geographical distributed throughout the area and thus absorb demand in the rural based
demographics. Instead, this spare capacity could assist in the potential growth of the sport
or indeed in certain instances could be converted into youth pitches to better accommodate
demand.
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PART 3: THIRD GENERATION TURF (3G)
3.1 Introduction
Competitive football can take place on 3G surfaces that have been FA or FIFA certified
and a growing number of 3G pitches are now used for competitive match play at mini
soccer and youth level. The preferred surface is medium pile 3G (55-60mm). Only
competition up to (but not including) regional standard can take place on short pile 3G
(40mm).
World Rugby produced the ‘Performance Specification for artificial grass pitches for
rugby’, more commonly known as ‘Regulation 22’ that provides the necessary technical
detail to produce pitch systems that are appropriate for rugby union. The artificial surface
standards identified in Regulation 22 allows matches to be played on surfaces that meet
the standard, meaning full contact activity, including tackling, rucking, mauling and
lineouts can take place. For rugby league, the equivalent is known as RFL Community
Standard.
Table 3.1: 3G type and sport suitability
Surface
Rubber crumb

Category
Long pile 3G (60mm with shock pad)

Rubber crumb
Rubber crumb

Medium pile 3G (55-60mm)
Short pile 3G (40mm)

Comments
Rugby (if compliant to World Rugby
regulation 22 and/or RFL Community
Standard) and football surface
Preferred football surface
Acceptable surface for some
competitive football and can be used
for hockey training

3.2 Current provision
A full size, floodlit 3G pitch is considered by the FA to measure at least 100x64 metres
(106x70 metres including run offs). There are currently no full sized 3G pitches in
Derbyshire Dales which meet this specification. However, there is a smaller size 3G pitch
located at Wirksworth Leisure Centre. As it stands, this pitch is not FA approved.
Smaller pitches are generally not suitable for match play and are not FA tested but can be
used to accommodate training demand, small-sided commercial leagues and social use.
Table 3.2: Summary of 3G pitches
Site
ID
57

Site
Wirksworth Leisure
Centre/Anthony Gell School

Analysis
area
Central

Pitch type
Short pile

Size
(metres)
45 x 38

Floodlit?
Yes

Further to the above, there are also two full size, sand based, floodlit AGPs in Derbyshire
Dales, located at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School and Wirksworth Leisure Centre
which are also used for some football training during the week.
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There are also several smaller sized AGPs, including:









Baslow Sports Field
Bridge Playing Field
Eyam Sports Field
Tideswell Sports Complex
Cavendish Field Sports Association
Winster Playing Fields
Wirksworth Leisure Centre (in addition to the small 3G pitch)
Bradwell Sports Club

Predominately these smaller AGP facilities are used to accommodate football training.
Indeed, Bradwell Sports Club was built in 2011 and provides an artificial surface with
rebound fencing and floodlights and is specifically marked for football (with also tennis
and basketball/netball markings).
Management
The only 3G pitch in Derbyshire Dales is located at Wirksworth Leisure Centre, which is
attached to Anthony Gell School. This pitch is managed by Wirksworth Leisure Centre
on behalf of the Anthony Gell School Foundation.
Availability
Due to being located on an education site, use of the 3G pitch is reserved for school use
Monday-Friday 8:00-17:00, with community use available from 17:00-22:30 MondayFriday, 9:00-17:30 Saturday and 9:00-17:00 Sunday.
Quality
The carpet of a 3G pitch/AGP usually lasts for approximately ten years and it is
recommended that a sinking fund is put into place to enable long term sustainability,
ongoing repairs and future refurbishment beyond this time period.
The 3G pitch at Wirksworth Leisure Centre/Anthony Gell School was rated as being of
standard quality through non-technical assessment. Consultation with the school reveals
that there is a sinking fund in place to replace the carpet in the future. Although this pitch
is well used it would not meet the FA regulations in order to be on the 3G Football Turf
Pitch Register due to its size and lack of pitch run off areas.
3.3 Demand
The 3G pitch at Wirksworth Leisure Centre only accommodates social football and
training as it does not meet the FA specification to be used for competitive match play.
That said, it is well used during weekday evening for football training.
Football
The FA considers high quality 3G pitches as an essential tool in promoting coach and
player development. The pitches can support intensive use and as such are great assets
for football use. Primarily, such facilities have been installed for social use and training,
however, they are increasingly used for competition, which The FA wholly supports.
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Training demand scenario
Getting access to good quality, affordable training facilities is a problem for many clubs
throughout the country. In the winter months, midweek training is only possible at floodlit
facilities. Of clubs responding to consultation, 42% report that they require additional
training facilities. This is a relatively significant amount of unmet demand. A number of
clubs, such as Ashbourne Aztecs FC, Ashbourne Ladies FC, currently access sandbased pitches which is not ideal.
The FA’s long term ambition is to provide every affiliated team in England the
opportunity to train once per week on a floodlit 3G surface, together with priority access
for every Charter Standard Community Club through a partnership agreement. In order
to calculate the number of football teams a 3G pitch can service for training, peak time
access is considered to be from 18:00 until 22:00 Tuesday-Thursday resulting in an
overall peak period of 12 hours per week. Mondays and Fridays are not included within
this calculation as it is considered that most teams do not want to train in such close
proximity to a weekend match.
Full size 3G pitches are divided into thirds or into quarters for training purposes meaning
they can accommodate either three or four teams per hour and either 36 or 48 teams per
week (during the peak training period). Based on an average of these numbers it is
therefore estimated that 42 teams can be accommodated on one full size 3G pitch for
training.
There are a total of 122 football teams (regardless of age group type) currently playing in
Derbyshire Dales, meaning there is demand for three full size 3G pitches based on 42
teams per full size 3G pitch. Given provision of the half size 3G pitch at Wirksworth,
there is a suggested need for at least a further two full size 3G pitches.
Alternatively, the table below considers the number of full size 3G pitches required if
every team was to remain training within the respective analysis area that they play in.
Table 3.3: Current demand for 3G pitches in Derbyshire Dales (42 teams per pitch)
Analysis area
Central
North
South

Current number
of teams
59
48
15

3G pitch
requirement
1
1
-

Current number
of 3G pitches
0.5
-

Potential
shortfall
0.5
1
-

The Central and North analysis areas demonstrate a need for one 3G pitch each, and as
such would be the best locations for additional 3G provision within Derbyshire Dales in
order to serve most demand. Choice of location is likely to be determined by exploration
into pitch sustainability through economic factors.
Competitive demand
Improving pitch quality is one way to increase the capacity at sites but given the cost of
doing such work and the continued maintenance required (and associated costs)
alternatives need to be considered that can offer a more sustainable model for the future
of football. The alternative to grass pitches is the use of 3G pitches for competitive
matches.
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In order for competitive matches to be played on 3G pitches, the pitch should be FA
tested and approved and added to the FA pitch register, which can be found at:
http://3g.thefa.me.uk/.

Pitches can also undergo FIFA testing to become a FIFA Quality pitch (previously FIFA
One Star) or a FIFA Quality Pro pitch (previously FIFA Two Star), with pitches commonly
constructed, installed and tested in situ to achieve either accreditation. This comes after
FIFA announced changes to 3G performance in October 2015 following consultation with
member associations and licenced laboratories. The changes are part of FIFA’s
continued ambition to drive up performance standard in the industry and the implications
are that all 3G pitches built through the FA framework will be constructed to meet the new
performance criteria.
The changes from FIFA One Star to FIFA Quality will have minimal impact on the current
hours of use guidelines, which suggests that One Star pitches place more emphasis on
the product’s ability to sustain acceptable performance and can typically be used for 6085 hours per week with a lifespan of 20,000 cycles. In contrast, pitches built to FIFA
Quality Pro performance standards are unlikely to provide the hours of use that some
FIFA Two Star products have guaranteed in the past (previously 30-40 hours per week
with a lifespan of 5,000 cycles). Typically, a FIFA Quality Pro pitch will be able to
accommodate only 20-30 hours per week with appropriate maintenance due to strict
performance measurements; however, in recent years, manufacturers have developed
products capable of sustaining 50-60 hours per week, thereby offering a viable business
model for many providers.
Clubs playing in the football pyramid on 3G pitches meeting FIFA One Star or Two Star
guidelines will still be expected to certify their pitches annually, however, if any pitch
replacement takes place the Club will need to meet the new FIFA performance criteria of
FIFA Quality/Quality Pro.
To stay on the FA register, pitches below the national league pyramid require FA testing
every three years. Within Derbyshire Dales there is one team, Matlock Town FC, which
play in the pyramid structure, which does not have access to a FIFA certified 3G pitch.
A scenario for accommodating match play on 3G pitches taking account of Derbyshire
Dales demand will be run as part of the Strategy to follow.
Rugby
There is no World Rugby compliant 3G pitch in Derbyshire Dales. However, from
consultation, none of the three rugby union club in Derbyshire Dales, Ashbourne RFC,
Matlock RFC or Bakewell Mannerians RFC, report demand to access a World Rugby
compliant 3G for training purposes or competitive play. Ashbourne RFC is currently
assessing AGP provision at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School for its training session
(non contact).
The RFU investment strategy into 3G pitches considers sites where grass rugby pitches
are played over capacity and where a 3G pitch would support the growth of the game at
the host site and for the local rugby partnership, including local clubs and education sites.
Due to its size (in terms of participation), Derbyshire Dales is not considered a target area
for 3G pitch investment by the RFU.
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3.4 Supply and demand analysis
A high proportion of football clubs report a need for additional access to 3G pitch training
facilities in the Derbyshire Dales area. As detailed earlier, 42% report that they require
additional training facilities and a number of clubs, such as Ashbourne Aztecs FC,
Ashbourne Ladies FC, currently access sand-based AGPs which is not ideal.
The FA model suggests that to meet current and future training demand, there is potential
for at least two full size, community available 3G pitches within Derbyshire Dales. If new
provision were to be considered, it would be best located in North Analysis Area to service
most demand.
It is also worthy of note that existing sand based AGPs (although not ideal) are being used
by football teams to accommodate some demand and with a potential increase in 3G pitch
provision is the need to consider the future sustainability, of existing AGP provision if
existing football usage was removed.
3G summary
 There is one half size 3G pitch within Derbyshire Dales, which is available to the community
and is floodlit, located at Wirksworth Leisure Centre.
 The 3G pitch at Wirksworth Leisure Centre is rated as being of standard quality but is not
currently FA approved to host competitive matches. It is well used during weekday evening
for football training.
 In order to satisfy current and future football training demand, there is a need for at least two
full size 3G pitches.
 If a pitch were to be built, it would be best located in either the Central or North Analysis
Area to service most demand. Location would likely be determined based on sustainability
through economic factors.
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PART 4: CRICKET
4.1: Introduction
Derbyshire Cricket Board (DCB) is the main governing and representative body for cricket
within Derbyshire County, under which Derbyshire Dales falls. DCB works closely with the
ECB and has four core roles and responsibilities: strategic planning, programme
management, performance management, and effective governance. DCB is responsible
for participation, club accreditation, club members, coaching roles, volunteer roles and
player development.
DCB is currently working with the ECB on delivering its new five year plan, Cricket
Unleashed. Its success will be measured by the number of people who support, play and
follow the whole game, and is based upon five key areas (More play, great teams,
inspired fans, good governance and social responsibility and strong finance and
operations).
Consultation
There are 19 clubs identified as playing within Derbyshire Dales. All of which were sent
an online survey. Of these, 16 responded, resulting in an 84% club response rate. The
clubs which responded to consultation are as follows:










Ashbourne CC
Ashford in the Water CC
Bakewell CC
Baslow CC
Brailsford and Ednaston CC
Chatsworth CC
Clifton CC
Cromford Meadows CC
Darley Dale CC









Elton CC
Matlock CC
Hathersage CC
Osmaston CC
Wirksworth and Middleton CC
Tideswell CC
Youlgreave Lodge Cricket Club

The three clubs which did not respond to consultation are Calver, Great Longstone and
Stanton in the Peak. Information in this report relating to these clubs has been gathered
from online research and consultation with DCB.
In addition to online consultation, further consultation was carried out with cricket clubs
which were in attendance at the September 2016 Derbyshire Dales Cricket Development
Meeting.
4.2: Supply
Quantity
In total, there are 28 grass cricket squares in Derbyshire Dales, located on 28 separate
sites. Of these 28 cricket squares, 23 are available for community use. The five cricket
squares not available for community use are:




Abbotsholme School
Queen Elizabeth Grammar School
Lady Manners School
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Table 4.1: Summary of squares
Analysis area
Central
North
South
Derbyshire Dales

Total squares
7
13
8
27

Available for community use
7
12
4
23

Most provision is found in the North Analysis Area with 13 cricket squares, twelve of
which are available for community use. The Central and South analysis areas have a
similar number with seven and eight squares respectively. However, in the South
Analysis Area, only four of these are available for community use. Both Sudbury Sports
Field and Shirley Cricket Club are disused.
In addition, Parwich Cricket Club is a lapsed site, which has not been used since around
2008. Therefore, there are currently no squares at this site, however, there is one artificial
wicket.
Please note that there is a pending planning application for a ‘Woodland Park’ on land to
the south of Baslow Sports Field being dealt with by the Peak Park Planning Authority.
There is a current Sport England objection pending further/amended details including ball
strike assessment and proposed mitigation, including, for example, ball stop netting.
Non-turf pitches (NTPs)
There are eleven NTPs located across eleven separate sites within Derbyshire Dales,
with only one; Lady Manner School, being standalone. Two of the eleven pitches are
located on school sites; Queen Elizabeth Grammar School and Lady Manners School,
both of which are unavailable for community use. The remaining nine NTPs are available
for community use in some capacity and are located at a number of recreation grounds
and cricket clubs. A point to note, the NTP at Tideswell Sports Complex is observed as
being disused.
All of the NTPs available for community use are adjoined to natural turf squares at cricket
clubs or sites used by cricket clubs. Therefore access and use is generally limited by
weekend and midweek match play.
The majority of NTP provision in the area is spread between the North and South analysis
areas. There are currently five (four of which are available for community use) in the
North Analysis Area and four (three of which are available for community use) in the
South Analysis Area. There are also two sites situated in the Central Analysis Area.
However, Parwich Cricket Club is currently unused.
The only two stand-alone NTPs in Derbyshire Dales are located at Parwich Cricket Club
and Lady Manners School. Both of these sites are rated as standard quality according to
the non technical assessment. Those NTPs which are adjoin grass squares, the quality
ratings are incorporated into the overall score for the square. However, a point to note,
Youlgreave Lodge CC reports that the NTP on the square at Alport Lane Recreation
Ground has not been usable since 2007.
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Table 4.2: Summary of NTPs
Site
ID
38
58
2
5
23
54
33
3
15
39
8

Site
Parwich Cricket Club
Wirksworth Recreation Ground
Alport Lane Recreation Ground
Baslow Sports Field
Great Longstone Recreation
Ground
Tideswell Sports Complex
Lady Manners School
Ashbourne Recreation Ground
Clifton Cricket Club
Queen Elizabeth Grammar
School
Brailsford & Ednaston Cricket
Club

Analysis
area
Central
Central
North
North
North

No. of
NTPs
1
1
1
1
1

Position
On square
On square
On square
On square
On square

Community
use?
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

North
North
South
South
South

1
1
1
1
1

On square
Standalone
On square
On square
On square

Yes
No
Yes
Yes
No

South

1

On square

Yes

An NTP is considered able to take up to 60 matches per season although this may
include training sessions where on occasions mobile nets may be used as a practice
facility.
The ECB highlights that, by agreement, NTPs which follow its TS6 guidance on
performance standards are suitable for high level, senior play. Additionally, non-turf
pitches not only aid with training (with the aid of mobile nets) but they are also frequently
used for junior matches, which in turn can help reduce excessive use of grass pitches.
Consultation with clubs within Derbyshire Dales, highlights that currently usage of NTP’s
in the area is mainly for junior matches.
The map overleaf identifies the location of cricket squares, both grass and non-turf
pitches, within Derbyshire Dales. Grass pitches are mapped in green and NTPs are
mapped in yellow.
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Figure 4.1: Location of cricket squares in Derbyshire Dales

Table 4.3: Key to map
Site
ID
13
16
17
31
36
38
58
74
2
5
11
21
23
24
33
41
43

Site name
Causeway Lane (Matlock Town FC)
Cromford Meadows
Darley Dale Cricket Club
Jubilee Fields
Middleton Recreation Ground
Parwich Cricket Club
Wirksworth Recreation Ground
Stanton in the Peak CC
Alport Lane Recreation Ground
Baslow Sports Field
Bridge Playing Field
Eyam Sports Field
Great Longstone Recreation Ground
Hathersage Cricket Club
Lady Manners School
Bakewell Recreation Ground
S. Anselm’s School
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Analysis
area
Central
Central
Central
Central
Central
Central
Central
Central
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North

Grass
pitches
11
8
12
5
8
0
8
7
5
11
8
6
10
10
6
12
8
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Artificial
pitches
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
0
1
1
0
0
1
0
1
0
0
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Site
ID
54
72
73
76
1
3
8
15
39
47
51
75

Site name

Analysis
area
North
North
North
North
South
South
South
South
South
South
South
South

Tideswell Sports Complex
Booker Memorial Ground
Chatsworth Park Cricket Ground
Ashford in the Water CC
Abbotsholme School
Ashbourne Recreation Ground
Brailsford & Ednaston Cricket Club
Clifton Cricket Club
Queen Elizabeth Grammar School
Sudbury Sports Field
The Polo Field
Shirley Cricket Club

Grass
pitches
5
8
10
8
8
8
8
10
6
7
8
6

Artificial
pitches
1
0
0
0
0
1
1
1
1
0
0
0

Security of tenure
The majority of cricket squares, available for community use, in Derbyshire Dales are
currently considered to be secured i.e. squares will continue to be provided over the next
three years. However, there are some exceptions to this. Ashbourne CC report wanting to
secure their use of Ashbourne Recreation Ground through a long term lease agreement
with Derbyshire Dales District Council. Further to this, consultation with clubs at the
September 2016 Derbyshire Dales Cricket Development Meeting, raised concerns
surrounding Shirley Cricket Club. It is believed that although there is a covenant on the
ground to be used as sports provision, should the football club currently using the site fold
or move elsewhere, the pitch may be at threat. This site is owned by the Osmaston
Estate.
The majority of responding clubs lease or rent their home ground (68%). These lease and
rental agreements are between clubs and various organisations including parish and town
councils (13%), Derbyshire Dales District Council (13%), private land owners (25%) and
trusts or charities (19%). In addition, four clubs (25%); Chatsworth CC, Darley Dale CC,
Hathersage CC and Clifton CC, own their own site. Elton CC did not answer the survey
question relating to tenure. A point to note, Matlock CC which leases its ground, does so
as a sub let from Matlock Sport Club Ltd.
Through consultation, two clubs raise issues surrounding security of tenure. Brailsford and
Ednaston CC currently only has six years remaining on its lease from the Dalton Family.
The Club would like to extend this to 25 or more years. Ashbourne CC which currently
rents (on an annual basis) Ashbourne Recreation Ground from the District Council would
also like to have a more secure agreement in place.
Table 4.4: Tenure of cricket clubs
Site
ID
13

16

Site name
Causeway Lane
(Matlock Town FC)
Cromford Meadows

February 2017

Analysis
area
Central

Club based at
site
Matlock CC

Central

Cromford
Meadows CC

Tenure
Club sub-lets from Matlock
Sports Club Ltd. Currently 15
years left on lease.
Leased from Key Estates. Club
report the length of lease is
unknown.
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Site
ID
17
31

Site name
Darley Dale Cricket
Club
Jubilee Fields

Analysis
area
Central

Club based at
site
Darley Dale CC

Central

Elton CC and
Darley Dale CC
Wirksworth &
Middleton CC

Tenure
Club own site.
Club tenure unknown. Parish
council own site.
Leased from Wirksworth
Recreation Trust. Was a 90 year
lease.
Leased from Wirksworth
Recreation Trust. Was a 90 year
lease.
Unknown.

36

Middleton Recreation
Ground

Central

58

Wirksworth
Recreation Ground

Central

Wirksworth and
Middleton CC

74

Stanton In The Peak
CC
Alport Lane
Recreation Ground

Central

Stanton in the
Peak CC
Youlgreave
Lodge CC

5

Baslow Sports Field

North

Baslow CC

23

Great Longstone
Recreation Ground

North

Great Longstone
CC

24

Hathersage Cricket
Club
Bakewell Recreation
Ground
Tideswell Sports
Complex

North

Hathersage CC

North

Bakewell CC

North

Tideswell CC

Booker Memorial
Ground
Chatsworth Park
Cricket Ground
Ashford in the Water
CC

North

Calver CC

Club rent from Derbyshire Dales
District Council.
Leased from Tideswell Parish
Council. Length of lease
unknown.
Unknown.

North

Chatsworth CC

Club owns site.

North

Ashford in the
Water CC

3

Ashbourne
Recreation Ground

South

Ashbourne CC

8

Brailsford &
Ednaston Cricket
Club

South

Brailsford &
Ednaston CC

15

Clifton Cricket Club

South

Clifton CC

Club leases from a private land
owner. Length of lease when
agreed was 99 years.
Club rent from Derbyshire Dales
District Council. Club would like
to come to a more secure tenure
agreement.
Club leases from Dalton Family.
Currently have six years left on
the 20 year lease. Club would
like to extend this lease to 25
years or more.
Club own site.

51

The Polo Field

South

Osmaston CC
and Brailsford &
Ednaston CC

2

41
54

72
73
76

February 2017

North

Leased from Youlgreave Parish
Council. Length of lease is
unknown.
Club pay rent to Baslow Sports
Field Charitable Incorporated
Organisation who lease land
from Chatsworth Estate.
Club tenure unknown. Site
owned by Great Longstone
Parish Council.
Club own site.

Clubs rent from Osmaston Polo
Ground Committee.
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Quality
As part of the PPS guidance there are three levels recommended to assess quality; good,
standard and poor. The audit of cricket squares in Derbyshire Dales found the majority to
be of a standard quality (16 squares). Nine squares are assessed as good quality and
three as poor. The table below summarises the square quality following site visits.
Table 4.5: Quality of all squares
Good
9

Standard
16

Poor
3

The quality score from the non-technical assessment for each individual site is show in
the table below.
Table 4.6 Individual site quality scores
Site
ID
13
16
17
31
36
58
74
2
5
11
21
23
24
33
41
43
54
72
73
76
1
3
8
15
39
51
47
75

Site name

Analysis
Area

Causeway Lane (Matlock Town FC)
Cromford Meadows
Darley Dale Cricket Club
Jubilee Fields
Middleton Recreation Ground
Wirksworth Recreation Ground
Stanton In The Peak CC
Alport Lane Recreation Ground
Baslow Sports Field
Bridge Playing Field
Eyam Sports Field
Great Longstone Recreation Ground
Hathersage Cricket Club
Lady Manners School
Bakewell Recreation Ground
S. Anselm’s School
Tideswell Sports Complex
Booker Memorial Ground
Chatsworth Park Cricket Ground
Ashford in the Water CC
Abbotsholme School
Ashbourne Recreation Ground
Brailsford & Ednaston Cricket Club
Clifton Cricket Club
Queen Elizabeth Grammar School
The Polo Field
Sudbury Sports Field
Shirley Cricket Club

February 2017

Central
Central
Central
Central
Central
Central
Central
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
South
South
South
South
South
South
South
South

Availability for
community
use?
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes
No-disused
No-disused
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quality score
Good
Standard
Good
Standard
Good
Good
Poor
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Good
Good
Standard
Good
Good
Standard
Good
Poor
Poor
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In support of the pitch assessment findings, all responding clubs report their pitch as
either good or standard quality. In addition, 69% of clubs describe the quality of their
home ground as having slightly or significantly improved since the previous season.
However, Cromford Meadows CC and Youlgreave Lodge CC do report some issues
surrounding the evenness of the wickets. Five clubs also report having an uneven
outfield:






Bakewell CC
Clifton CC
Brailsford and Ednaston CC
Tideswell CC
Youlgreave Lodge CC

Bakewell CC also report that there are occasional problems with unofficial use of
Bakewell Recreation Ground, which results in damage to the playing surface. A similar
issue is also highlighted by Ashbourne CC which plays at Ashbourne Recreation Ground.
This is likely to be attributed to the fact that the pitches used by these clubs are located
within public recreation grounds and therefore prone to public use. Public access to sites
also results in issues with dog fouling and litter. Wirksworth and Middleton CC, Clifton CC
and Youlgreave Lodge CC also report problems with litter and dog fouling at their sites.
Three clubs highlight specific issues surrounding drainage of pitches; Bakewell CC,
Brailsford and Youlgreave Lodge CC. These clubs report water logging and standing
water as reasons for game cancellations last season.
Maintaining high square quality is the most important aspect of cricket. If the pitch is poor,
it can affect the quality of the game and can, in some instances, become dangerous. To
obtain a full technical assessment of pitch and squares, the ECB recommends a
Performance Quality Standard (PQS) assessment. The PQS looks at a cricket square to
ascertain whether the square meets the Performance Quality Standards which are
benchmarked by the Institute of Groundsmanship. The report identifies surface issues
and suggests options for remediation together with likely costs. For further guidance on
this, please contact the ECB.
Four of the responding clubs report having had a PQS assessment; Ashbourne CC,
Darley Dale CC, Brailsford and Ednaston CC and Matlock CC. Ashbourne CC and Darley
Dale CC both report scoring well. The other two clubs did not disclose their obtained
score.
Clubs in Derbyshire Dales also have access to the Derbyshire Groundmans Association
(DGA) through the DCB. The DGA allows clubs to obtain, at reduced cost, pitch care and
maintenance products and free advice and guidance from ECB pitch advisors to assist
with any issues.
As of 2016, Ashbourne CC now shares maintenance of its pitch at Ashbourne Recreation
Ground with Derbyshire Dales District Council. As part of the arrangement Ashbourne CC
is responsible for all end of season work on the wickets.
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Ancillary facilities
All responding clubs have access to changing room facilities at their home ground with the
majority reporting the ancillary facilities they use to be good (44%) quality, with the
remaining acceptable (31%) and poor (25%).
Table 4.7 Ancillary facilities quality
Good
Wirksworth and Middleton CC
Darley Dale CC
Hathersage CC
Baslow CC
Brailsford CC
Ashford in the Water CC
Matlock CC

Acceptable
Chatsworth CC
Bakewell CC
Tideswell CC
Youlgreave Lodge CC
Osmaston CC

Poor
Ashbourne CC
Cromford Meadows CC
Clifton CC
Elton CC

Clifton CC is in the process of having a new clubhouse built on the Clifton Cricket Club
site. This has been supported by the ECB which provided £50,000 in funding towards the
development.
Two other clubs describe aspirations to develop ancillary facilities. Ashbourne CC had
received planning permission to build a new pavilion. This was planned to be a joint
venture between the cricket club and Ashbourne RFC. However, due to a breakdown in
communication between the Ashbourne Sports Forum, which had been set up as part of
the proposed project, this project has come to a standstill.
Brailsford and Ednaston CC also has a desire to build a new clubhouse to replace the
current timber building on site. However, this is currently just an aspiration and would be
unlikely to progress until the remaining six year lease at Brailsford and Ednaston CC is
extended.
Training facilities
Access to cricket nets is important, particularly for pre-season/winter training. In
Derbyshire Dales, eleven of the responding clubs (69%) report having access to practice
nets at their home venues. The five clubs without practice nets are Chatsworth CC,
Bakewell CC, Youlgreave Lodge CC, Clifton CC and Osmaston CC.
Just under half of responding clubs (44%) report a demand for additional training
facilities. These expressed demands can be seen below.
Table 4.8 Expressed demand for cricket training facilities
Club
Ashbourne CC
Cromford Meadows CC
Wirksworth and Middleton CC
Darley Dale CC
Hathersage CC
Youlgreave Lodge CC
Matlock CC

February 2017

Demand expressed
Additional NTP
NTP practice nets
Winter training facilities
Additional grass training provision
Grass and NTP practice areas and two mobile cages
Mobile cage
Not specified
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The following sites currently have practice nets:













Ashbourne Recreation Ground (Ashbourne CC)
Cromford Meadows (Cromford Meadows CC)
Wirksworth Recreation Ground (Wirksworth and Middleton CC)
Middleton Recreation Ground (Wirksworth and Middleton CC)
Darley Dale Cricket Club (Darley Dale CC)
Hathersage Cricket Club (Hathersage CC)
Baslow Sports Field (Baslow CC)
Clifton Cricket Club (Clifton CC)
Brailsford & Ednaston Cricket Club (Brailsford & Ednaston CC)
Tideswell Sports Complex (Tideswell CC)
Ashford in the Water Cricket Club (Ashford in the Water CC)
Causeway Lane (Matlock Town FC) (Matlock CC)

Access to indoor nets during the winter is also reported as a problem by clubs. A lack of
availability and high costs sees clubs travelling to neighbouring authorities such as
Sheffield and Amber Valley to access provision. Specific issues raised by clubs include
Highfields School being too expensive, Ashbourne Leisure Centre having limited
availability and Wirksworth Leisure Centre not being of good enough quality.
4.3: Demand
In total there are 19 clubs within Derbyshire Dales with 42 senior teams making up 55%
of all cricket in Derbyshire Dales and 35 junior teams, making up the remaining 45%.
Cricket clubs in Derbyshire Dales vary in size. Wirksworth and Middleton CC and Darley
Dale CC are the largest clubs in the area with ten teams each. This is closely followed by
Clifton CC with eight teams. All three clubs have a strong senior and junior section. In
contrast there are also two single team clubs: Osmaston CC and Elton CC.
The table overleaf shows that there is more senior cricket played in the North Analysis
Area and more junior cricket played in the Central Analysis Area. There is also currently
only one senior women’s team in Derbyshire Dales, which is part of Chatsworth CC,
playing in the North Analysis Area.
Table 4.9: Summary of teams by analysis area
Analysis area

No. of competitive teams
Senior men
Senior women
14
0
18
1
9
0
41
1

Central
North
South
Derbyshire Dales

Junior
15
7
13
35

Club consultation indicates that clubs have either seen a decrease (44%) or no change
(44%) in the number of senior teams. Just two clubs however, report an increase of
senior teams; Darley Dale CC and Hathersage CC. The clubs which report a decrease
are:





Baslow CC
Brailsford and Ednaston CC
Tideswell CC
Osmaston CC
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 Ashford in the Water CC
 Matlock CC
 Elton CC
Further to this, all clubs report there being no change in the number of women’s teams
over the previous three years.
Two clubs; Baslow CC and Ashford in the Water CC report having to cancel games last
season as a result of having too few available players to field a team.
Junior cricket within the area has mostly stayed the same of the last three years with half
of teams reporting team numbers staying the same. Three clubs; Darley Dale CC,
Hathersage CC and Clifton CC, describe an increase in the number of junior teams. In
contrast Baslow CC, Brailsford and Ednaston CC, Ashford in the Water CC and Elton CC
report a decrease in junior teams. One club; Osmaston did not specified.
Women’s and girls’ cricket
Women’s and girls’ cricket is a national priority for the ECB and there is a target to
establish more female teams in every local authority over the next five years. 8-10% of
the Whole Sport Plan funding is focused around women and girls and talent identification.
Last Man Stands (LMS)
Last Man Stands (LMS) was founded in 2005, in London. The social outdoor eight-a-side
T20 cricket game is played midweek, lasts approximately two hours and is generally
played on NTPs. This shorter format of the game has encouraged more people to
participate in the sport and affiliates to the ECB, operating nationwide on a franchise
basis. At present there is no specific LMS league servicing Derbyshire Dales, however,
nearby leagues such as in Derby are likely to meet some demand.
Unmet/latent demand
None of the clubs report current unmet demand for squares, that is, no clubs report that
teams were unable to play due to a lack of squares. However, Sport England’s Market
Segmentation Tool also enables an analysis of ‘the percentage of adults that would like to
participate in cricket but are not currently doing so’. The tool identifies latent demand of
518 people, 159 (31%) of which is the segment ‘Tim- Settling down males’.
Displaced demand
There is currently no displaced demand for cricket in Derbyshire Dales i.e. no teams are
travelling outside the authority area to access pitches.
Future demand
Future demand can be defined in two ways, through participation increases and using
population forecasts. Team generation rates are used below as the basis for calculating
the number of teams likely to be generated in the future (2033) based on population
growth.
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Table 4.10: Team generation rates based on future population
Age group

Senior Men’s (18-55)
Senior Women’s (18-55)
Junior Boys (7-17)
Junior Girls (7-17)

Current
population
within age
group

Current
no. of
teams

Team
Generation
Rate

Future
population
within age
group

Predicted
future
number of
teams

15,630
15,283
4,464
4,213

41
1
35
0

1:381
1:15283
1:128
0

13,708
13,502
4,258
4,073

36.0
0.9
33.4
0.0

Additional
teams that
may be
generated
from the
increased
population
0
0
0
0

Team generation rates suggest no additional teams will be created as a result of population
increase. This could be attributed to an aging population within the District. Despite this,
seven of the teams responding to consultation requests report wanting to increase in
membership number. The breakdowns of these aspirations are shown below.
Table 4.11: Club growth aspirations
Club

Analysis area

Wirksworth and Middleton CC
Matlock CC
Baslow CC
Tideswell CC
Youlgreave Lodge CC
Clifton CC
Brailsford and Ednaston CC
Derbyshire Dales

Central
Central
North
North
North
South
South

No. of competitive teams
Senior men
Senior
Junior
women
0
0
1
1
0
2
1
0
1
0
2
1
0
1
0
1
0
2
5
0
8

Matlock CC and Tideswell CC are the most ambitious clubs, expressing future demand for
one men’s and two junior teams.
A combination of club growth aspirations would create five new male senior teams and
eight new junior teams. It must be noted, however, that these plans are aspirations that the
clubs have and, given that participation in cricket is declining nationally, such a large
increase is unlikely to be fully realised.
Peak time demand
An analysis of match play identifies that peak time demand for cricket in Derbyshire Dales
is Saturday afternoon, with 71% of all senior teams in the area playing on a Saturday
afternoon. In addition, nine teams play their matches midweek and three teams play on a
Sunday afternoon. The majority of the Saturday senior teams (43%) play in the Derbyshire
County Cricket League.
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4.4: Capacity analysis
Capacity analysis for cricket is measured on a seasonal rather than weekly basis. This is
due to playability (i.e., only one match is generally played per square per day at weekends
or weekday evening). Pitches are rotated throughout the season to reduce wear and allow
repair. Therefore, it is more accurate to assess capacity seasonally rather than weekly. The
capacity of a square to accommodate matches is driven by the number and quality of
pitches. This section presents the current square stock available for cricket in Derbyshire
Dales. It illustrates the:
 Number of grass and artificial cricket pitches per square
 Number of competitive matches per season per square
To help calculate square capacity, the ECB suggests that a good quality pitch should be
able to take:
 5 matches per season per grass pitch (adults).
 60 matches per season per synthetic pitch (adults).
This information is used to allocate capacity ratings as follows:
Potential capacity

Play is below the level the site could sustain

At capacity

Play matches the level the site can sustain

Overused

Play exceeds the level the site can sustain

4.5: Supply and demand analysis
Spare capacity
The next step is to ascertain whether or not any identified ‘potential capacity’ can be
deemed ‘spare capacity’. There may be situations where, although a site is highlighted as
potentially able to accommodate some additional play, this should not be recorded as spare
capacity against the site. For example, a site may be managed to regularly operate slightly
below full capacity to ensure that it can cater for a number of regular training sessions, or to
protect the quality of the site.
Above mentioned, Saturday afternoon is considered to be the peak demand for cricket in
Derbyshire Dales. On this basis, all squares in Derbyshire Dales show potential spare
capacity for senior cricket. However, only 7.5 squares are adjudged to have actual spare
capacity (i.e. available at peak time) to accommodate more teams on a Saturday.
Dependent upon the number of spare match sessions per season expressed per pitch, we
have calculated the number of teams which could be accommodated based on the average
played by a senior team in Derbyshire Dales, which is eight. On this basis, 15 teams could
be accommodated on the 7.5 squares available at peak time. This is shown in the table
overleaf. The remaining spare capacity is on Sundays or midweek (Monday to Friday).
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Table 4.12: Cricket square capacity for grass pitches in community use
Analysis
area

No. of
squares

No. of
pitches

Quality13

Actual play
(sessions
per season)

Capacity
(sessions
per season)

Capacity rating
(sessions per
season)

Squares available
in peak period
(Saturday)

Matlock CC

Central

1

11

Good

27

55

28

0.5

Capacity for one more Saturday team.

Cromford Meadows CC

Central

1

8

Standard

24

40

16

1

Capacity for two more Saturday teams.

Darley Dale Cricket Club

Darley Dale CC

Central

1

12

Good

47

60

13

-

31

Jubilee Fields

Elton CC and Darley Dale
CC

Central

1

5

Standard

18

25

7

0.5

36

Middleton Recreation
Ground
Wirksworth Recreation
Ground
Stanton in the Peak CC

Wirksworth & Middleton
CC
Wirksworth and Middleton
CC
Stanton in the Peak CC

Central

1

3

Good

24

15

9

-

No spare capacity at peak time. Two adult
teams already playing Saturday afternoon.
Although there is spare capacity for one more
Saturday team, seven sessions of spare
capacity per season is not enough to
accommodate one team.
Overplay of nine matches per season.

Central

1

8

Good

24

40

16

-

Central

1

7

Poor

1

35

34

0.5

Youlgreave Lodge CC

North

1

5

Standard

16

25

9

-

5

Alport Lane Recreation
Ground
Baslow Sports Field

Baslow CC

North

1

11

Standard

42

55

13

-

11

Bridge Playing Field

Grindleford CC

North

1

8

Standard

16

40

24

1

21

Eyam Sports Field

No club use

North

1

6

Standard

-

30

30

1

23

Great Longstone
Recreation Ground
Hathersage Cricket Club

Great Longstone CC

North

1

10

Standard

4

50

46

0.5

No spare capacity at peak time. Two adult
teams already playing Saturday afternoon.
No spare capacity at peak time. Two adult
teams already playing Saturday afternoon.
Slightly overlaps football pitch. One adult team
playing Saturday, one adult team playing
friendlies.
Capacity for two more Saturday teams. No
team currently based at this site.
Capacity for one more Saturday team.

Hathersage CC

North

1

10

Standard

34

50

16

0.5

Capacity for one more Saturday team.

Bakewell CC

North

1

12

Standard

12

60

48

0.5

Capacity for one more Saturday team.

54

Bakewell Recreation
Ground
Tideswell Sports Complex

Tideswell CC

North

1

5

Standard

8

25

17

0.5

Capacity for one more Saturday team.

72

Booker Memorial Ground

Calver CC

North

1

8

Standard

24

40

16

-

73

Chatsworth Park Cricket
Ground

Chatsworth CC

North

1

10

Standard

8

50

42

1

76

Ashford in the Water CC

Ashford in the Water CC

North

1

8

Good

13

40

27

0.5

3

Ashbourne CC

South

1

8

Standard

34

40

6

-

Brailsford and Ednaston
CC
Clifton CC

South

1

8

Good

36

40

4

-

15

Ashbourne Recreation
Ground
Brailsford & Ednaston
Cricket Club
Clifton Cricket Club

South

1

10

Good

47

50

3

-

51

The Polo Field

Osmaston CC and
Brailsford and Ednaston
CC

South

1

8

Good

18

40

22

-

Site
ID

Site name

Clubs playing at the site

16

Causeway Lane (Matlock
Town FC)
Cromford Meadows

17

13

58
74
2

24
41

8

13

Comments

No spare capacity at peak time. Two adult
teams already playing Saturday afternoon.
Capacity for one more Saturday team.

No spare capacity at peak time. Two adult
teams already playing Saturday afternoon.
Capacity for two more Saturday teams. As
clubs playing here currently play midweek and
Sunday afternoon.
Capacity for one more Saturday team.
No spare capacity at peak time. Two adult
teams already playing Saturday afternoon.
No spare capacity at peak time. Two adult
teams already playing Saturday afternoon.
No spare capacity at peak time. Two adult
teams already playing Saturday afternoon.
No spare capacity at peak time. Two adult
teams already playing Saturday afternoon.

According to non technical assessment carried out in August 2017.
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Overplay
Overplay occurs when more play is accommodated at a site than it is able to sustain. Currently
there is only site with overplay identified in Derbyshire Dales: Middleton Recreation Ground,
with an overplay of nine match sessions per season.
The fact that only one site is identified as having overplay can likely be attributed to the areas
rural characteristics, which often results in a higher number of cricket pitches. This is due to
the culture of village cricket, with village cricket pitches only being used by village teams.
Table 4.13: Overplay summary
Site
ID
36

Site name
Middleton Recreation
Ground

Analysis
area
Central

Quality
rating
Good

Capacity
rating
9

Comments
Despite good quality
fairly high amount of
overplay. Not sustainable
and therefore needs
addressing.

Based on the average number of matches played by a senior team in Derbyshire Dales being
eight per season, Middleton Recreation Ground has a significant amount of overplay. As it
stands the site is accommodating the equivalent of over one team over capacity per season.
4.6 Conclusions
Consideration must be given to the extent in which current provision can accommodate
current and future demand. Team generation rates suggest no additional teams will be
created as a result of population increase. However, aspirational growth highlighted by clubs
in the area equates to five senior teams and eight junior teams.
It is assumed, based on the average number of games played by senior and junior teams per
season in Derbyshire Dales, that a senior team will play eight matches a season and a junior
team five matches per season. Due to the rural characteristics of Derbyshire Dales, each
analysis area has been considered separately throughout this conclusion section. This is due
to a club based in the North Analysis Area being unlikely to travel to the South Analysis Area
to access match provision.
Central Analysis Area
The Central Analysis Area currently has spare capacity of 114 match sessions, with spare
capacity to accommodate an additional three senior teams at peak time (Saturday afternoon).
Despite this, there is overplay of nine match sessions at Middleton Recreation Ground, which
is the second ground accessed by Wirksworth and Middleton Cricket Club. Furthermore, there
is no spare capacity during peak time at the clubs main ground.
Although there is capacity for Wirksworth and Middleton Cricket Club to use other sites in the
analysis area, given the rural characteristics of the area and club based culture of cricket, it is
unlikely that teams from the Club would play at an alternative site. Therefore, looking to
increase the number of pitches (of which there are currently three) at Middleton Recreation
Ground could be explored. This would eliminate overplay at the Middleton Recreation Ground
site.
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Wirksworth and Middleton CC express a desire to increase in size by one junior team. If this
was to be realised, there would be capacity at Wirksworth Recreation Ground to
accommodate this on either the grass pitches or NTP.
Matlock CC also based in the Central Analysis Area has highlights aspirations to develop one
additional senior team and two junior teams. Causeway Lane (Matlock Town FC) currently has
capacity to allow for this, with one senior match session being available on a Saturday
afternoon. Furthermore, there is spare capacity midweek to absorb new junior teams.
North Analysis Area
The North Analysis Area currently has a total spare capacity of 304 match sessions, with the
capacity to accommodate an additional eleven senior teams at peak time. However, of the
clubs in this analysis area which have aspirations to increase their number of senior teams,
only Tideswell CC’s ground has capacity to do this, with one spare match session on a
Saturday afternoon. Both Baslow CC and Youlgreave CC, which play at Tideswell Sports
Complex and Alport Lane Recreation Ground respectively, have no spare match sessions
during peak time. However, all these clubs do have the capacity to meet junior team growth
aspirations due spare match sessions midweek.
It may be that if Baslow CC and Youlgreave CC gain enough members to develop another
senior team that that it has to explore options of using Bridge Playing Field or Eyam Sports
Field, both within the analysis area and not currently being accessed by a club. Both of these
sites have capacity to accommodate two adult teams during peak time.
South Analysis Area
The South Analysis Area currently has 29 spare match sessions. However, only one of these
sessions is available during peak time, at Ashford in the Water CC. Clifton CC expresses a
desire to increase by one senior team and one junior team. However, Clifton Cricket Club
does not have enough capacity to accommodate either of these teams on its grass pitches,
with just three spare match sessions per season. The Club may therefore need to consider
playing more junior matches on its NTP. This does not however address the issues
surrounding capacity for senior matches.
Brailsford & Ednaston Cricket Club highlight aspirations to develop another junior team which
could be accommodated at the Clubs second ground, The Polo Field, which currently has 22
spare match sessions per season outside of peak time.
Taking all of the above into account, analysis suggests that the current level of cricket
provision in Derbyshire Dales can accommodate current demand. However, due to the rural
nature of the area and club culture of cricket, additional pitch provision at Middleton
Recreation ground may need to be explored in order to address overplay at this site.
As it stands there is capacity to accommodate an additional 15 senior teams during actual
peak time (Saturday PM). However, not all clubs with a desire to develop new teams have this
capacity. These clubs include, Baslow CC, Youlgreave CC and Clifton CC. There are potential
options through sites which are not currently being accessed by a club for Baslow CC and
Youlgreave CC. However, this same option is not available for Clifton CC, given that the only
site in the North Analysis Area with capacity for another senior team is Ashford in the Water
CC. Therefore, should the Club realise its growth aspirations, other options will need
exploring.

February 2017

Assessment Report: Knight Kavanagh & Page

62

DERBYSHIRE DALES
PLAYING PITCH ASSESSMENT REPORT
It must be noted, that these plans are aspirations that the clubs have and, given that
participation in cricket is declining nationally, such a large increase is unlikely to be fully
realised.
Although current cricket provision can accommodate current and potential future provision,
this does not necessarily represent an oversupply of cricket provision. All cricket squares used
for community use within Derbyshire Dales are needed to meet current and future demand as
they are geographically distributed throughout the analysis area and thus absorb demand of
the rural based demographics.
Cricket summary
 There are 28 senior grass cricket squares in Derbyshire Dales across 28 sites. Five squares are
not available for community use. These squares are located on three school sites as well as
Sudbury Sports Field and Shirley CC.
 The majority of squares are considered to be standard quality, indicating that on the whole the
squares are fit for purpose but further work could be carried out to improve them.
 There are three poor quality squares located at Stanton in the Peak Cricket Club, Sudbury
Sports Field and Shirley Cricket Club. However, only Stanton in the Peak Cricket Club is
available for community use.
 There are a total of eleven non-turf pitches in Derbyshire Dales. All but two non - turf pitch (Lady
Manners School and Queen Elizabeth Grammar School) are available for community use.
However, Youlgreave Lodge CC reports that the NTP at Alport Lane Recreation Ground has not
been usable since 2007.
 The majority of consulted clubs lease or rent their ground (68%). These lease and rental
agreements are between clubs and various organisations including parish and town councils
(13%), Derbyshire Dales District Council (13%), private land owners (25%) and trusts or
charities (19%).
 Nearly half of clubs report demand for additional, or new, training provision.
 All responding clubs have access to changing room facilities at their home ground with the
majority reporting the ancillary facilities they use to be good (44%) quality, with the remaining
acceptable (31%) and poor (25%).
 There are 19 clubs currently playing in Derbyshire Dales providing 42 senior teams (55%) and
35 junior teams (45%).
 Population increases suggests no additional teams will be created up to 2033. However, there
are clubs within each analysis area that report aspirations to grow.
 The majority (43%) of all senior teams play in the Derbyshire County Cricket League. An
analysis of match play identifies that peak time demand for cricket in Derbyshire Dale is
Saturday afternoon, with 71% of all senior teams in the area playing at this time.
 One site is identified as having overplay of nine match sessions: Middleton Recreation Ground,
which is the second ground accessed by Wirksworth and Middleton Cricket Club. Due to the
rural nature of the area and club culture of cricket, additional pitch provision at Middleton
Recreation ground may need to be explored in order to address overplay at this site.
 The remaining sites show potential spare capacity during peak time for senior cricket. However,
only 7.5 have actual spare capacity to accommodate a total of 15 teams on a Saturday.
 Although current cricket provision can accommodate both current and future provision, this does
not necessarily represent an oversupply of cricket provision. All cricket squares used for
community within Derbyshire Dales are needed to meet current and future demand.
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PART 5: RUGBY UNION
5.1: Introduction
The Rugby Football Union (RFU) is the national governing body for rugby union. It is split
into six areas across the Country with a workforce team that covers development, coaching,
governance and competitions. A full-time development officer is responsible for Derbyshire
Dales (as part of the Derbyshire region) and works closely with all clubs to maximise their
potential. This work involves developing club structures, including working towards the RFU
accreditation (Clubmark) and the development of school-club structures.
The rugby union playing season operates from September to May.
Consultation
There are three rugby clubs currently playing in Derbyshire Dales; Ashbourne, Bakewell
Mannerians and Matlock Baileans rugby union football clubs. Both Ashbourne RFC and
Bakewell Mannerians RFC took part in face to face consultation and Matlock Baileans RFC
was consulted via telephone.
5.2: Supply
Within Derbyshire Dales there are a total of nine sites containing ten senior, ten junior and
one mini pitches. Of these, six senior and seven junior pitches are available for community
use across five sites. There are currently no mini pitches available for community use within
Derbyshire Dales.
As seen in the table below, there is a fairly even distribution of pitches across all three
analysis areas; however, the North Analysis Area has the most provision with six pitches in
total (three senior and two junior).
Table 5.1: Summary of grass rugby union pitches available for community use
Analysis area
Central
North
South
Derbyshire Dales

No. of senior pitches
2
3
1
6

No. of junior pitches
2
3
2
7

No. of mini pitches
0
0
0
0

Figure 5.1 overleaf shows the location of all rugby union pitches within Derbyshire Dales,
regardless of community use. For a key to the map, see Table 5.6.
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Figure 5.1: Rugby union pitch locations
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Pitch quality
The methodology for assessing rugby pitch quality looks at two key elements; the
maintenance programme and the level of drainage on each pitch. An overall quality based
on both drainage and maintenance can then be generated.
The agreed rating for each pitch type also represents actions required to improve pitch
quality. A breakdown of actions required based on the ratings can be seen below:
Table 5.2: Definition of maintenance categories
Category
M0
M1
M2

Definition
Action is significant improvements to maintenance programme
Action is minor improvements to maintenance programme
Action is no improvements to maintenance programme

Table 5.3: Definition of drainage categories
Category
D0
D1
D2
D3

Definition
Action is pipe drainage system is needed on pitch
Action is pipe drainage is needed on pitch
Action is slit drainage is needed on pitch
No action is needed on pitch drainage

Table 5.4: Quality ratings based on maintenance and drainage scores

Drainage

Natural Inadequate (D0)
Natural Adequate (D1)
Pipe Drained (D2)
Pipe and Slit Drained (D3)

Poor (M0)

Maintenance
Adequate (M1)

Good (M2)

Poor

Poor

Standard

Poor
Standard
Standard

Standard
Standard
Good

Good
Good
Good

The figures are based upon a pipe drained system at 5m centres that has been installed in
the last eight years and a slit drained system at 1m centres that has been installed in the last
five years.
Of the community available pitches in Derbyshire Dales, six pitches are assessed as
standard quality and seven as poor quality.
Table 5.5: Quality of pitches available for community use
Senior pitches
Good
Standard
Poor
0

4

2

Junior pitches
Good
Standard
Poor
0

4

3

Good

Mini pitches
Standard

Poor

-

0

0

All four pitches at Cromford Meadows rate as standard for quality, as do two of the pitches at
Queen Elizabeth Grammar School and both senior pitches at Lady Manners School. The
remaining two junior pitches at Lady Manners School are rated as poor for quality, due to
issues with drainage. The pitch at Ashbourne Recreation Ground is also rated as poor
quality, mainly as a result of lower levels of maintenance.
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The majority of pitches are assessed as having adequate natural drainage. However, there
are a few exceptions, with both junior pitches at Lady Manners School, one pitch at Queen
Elizabeth Grammar School and both pitches at The Showground described as having
inadequate natural drainage.
Ashbourne RFC report drainage issues on the Queen Elizabeth Grammar School pitches,
despite one of the pitches having slit drainage albeit it is over 15 years old. In addition, the
Club reports low levels of maintenance and problems with overuse on two of the pitches as a
result of both school and club use. One pitch is currently kept for school use only. Slit
drainage was installed on one of the pitches used by Ashbourne RFC, through a
combination of RFU funding and school and club contributions. It is hoped this will make a
significant difference to the drainage; however, due to it being unused last season whilst it
had chance to settle, this is yet to be fully tested.
Ashbourne Recreation Ground also has slit drainage; however, again this was installed
around 20 years ago. Despite its age, Ashbourne RFC does report the drainage on the pitch
is better than that of neighbouring pitches. In terms of maintenance, it is reported by the
Council that weed killing takes place once a year, along with occasional aerating. The grass
coverage is assessed as being poor, which is supported by the views of Ashbourne RFC.
Further to this, the length of the grass is described as being short. Consultation with the
Council, suggests the grass being short is attributed to the pitch also being used as the
cricket outfield and is mowed on a regular basis.
Matlock Baileans RFC report that two of the three pitches at Cromford Meadows have slit
drainage which was installed less than three years ago and has improved drainage to an
adequate standard. Despite this, a couple of games were still called off last season due to
water-logging. Maintenance on the site is generally good, with the Club seeding, aerating,
sand dressing, fertilising and weed killing the pitches at least once a year. The County
Council mow and mark out the pitches.
Two pitches at Cromford Meadows; one adult and one junior, have floodlighting. The
floodlighting on the main senior pitch was funded by the RFY in 2005. The junior pitch which
has floodlighting is mainly used for training.
At Lady Manners School, the two pitches which receive standard quality ratings are reported
by the School to have pipe drainage installed. Although it is unknown when this was
installed, it was over eight years ago. Therefore, the drainage type has been recorded as
natural but adequate. The poor quality of the other two pitches can mainly be attributed to
drainage issues. This is likely a result of a slight slope causing water to drain towards these
pitches. Despite these noted drainage issues being supported through consultation with the
School, Bakewell Mannerians RFC believe all three of the pitches it accesses at the site
drain reasonably well.
Last season Bakewell Mannerians RFC used both the senior and junior pitch at The
Showground. Both of these pitches are assessed as poor quality which is supported by the
views of the Club, stating that drainage was a significant issue. This is due to the pitch being
located on a flood plain.
The rugby pitches at Highfields School (Starkholmes site) and Highfields School (Lumsdale
site) are assessed as poor quality due to significant drainage issues, which are further
exasperated by heavy school use. The School report how pitches at both sites are mostly
unusable between November and March and as such, occasionally has to rent pitches at
Cromford Meadows.
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There are further issues at the Starkholmes site due to cattle from the adjoining field
regularly obtaining access to the field on which the rugby pitch is situated. The School report
how this churns up the grass making it unusable for long periods of time. The School is
currently taking legal action against the farmer over this issue.
Little maintenance takes place on the rugby pitches over the two Highfields School sites;
however, maintenance is a joint responsibility between the School and Derbyshire County
Council. The School has recently asked Derbyshire County Council to supply sand and
seeds to repair the pitch at the Starkholmes site following the incident with the neighbouring
cattle.

February 2017

Assessment Report: Knight Kavanagh & Page

68

DERBYSHIRE DALES
PLAYING PITCH ASSESSMENT REPORT
The table below shows the quality ratings for all of the pitches in Derbyshire Dales (regardless of community use) based on a combination of non-technical site assessment scores as well as user ratings.
Table 5.6: Site quality ratings
Site ID

1

3
39

16

Site name

Abbotsholme School

Ashbourne Recreation Ground
(Ashbourne RFC)
Queen Elizabeth Grammar School
(Ashbourne RFC)

Cromford Meadows (Matlock Baileans
RFC)

Analysis area

Community
use?

Security of
tenure

Pitch type

Quality rating

Floodlit?

Senior

Nontechnical
assessment
score
M2/D1

South

No

N/A

Good

No

Senior

M2/D1

Good

No

Senior

M2/D1

Good

No

South

Yes

Unsecure

Senior

M0/D1

Poor

No

South

Yes

Unsecure

Junior

M0/D1

Standard

No

Junior

M0/D1

Standard

No

Central

No

N/A

Junior

M0/D0

Poor

No

Yes

Secure
(seven
years
remaining
on lease)

Senior

M1/D1

Standard

Yes

Senior

M1/D1

Standard

No

Junior

M1/D1

Standard

No

Junior

M1/D1

Standard

Yes

27

Highfields School (Lumsdale Site)

Central

No

N/A

Junior

M0/D0

Poor

No

28

Highfields School (Starkholmes Site)

Central

No

N/A

Junior

M0/D0

Poor

No
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Comments

Unavailable for community use. Maintenance is undertaken by the
School.
Unavailable for community use. Maintenance is undertaken by the
School.
Unavailable for community use. Maintenance is undertaken by the
School.
One senior pitch with natural (adequate) drainage and low levels of
maintenance. Used by Ashbourne RFC.
Slit drainage that is 20 years old. As a result, is recorded as having
natural (adequate) drainage. Maintenance regimes are minimal. Used
by Ashbourne RFC and for school fixtures.
Has recently had slit drainage installed. Maintenance regimes are
minimal. Used by Ashbourne RFC and for school fixtures.
Natural (inadequate) drainage. Maintenance regimes are minimal. Is
not available for community use and therefore is only used by the
school.
A floodlit senior pitch with slit drainage, which was installed within the
last three years and was funded by Matlock Baileans RFC. Is leased
from Derbyshire County Council on behalf of a land owner. Used by
Matlock Baileans RFC. County Council maintenance regime is minimal
and the Club now does most of the maintenance.
A senior pitch with slit drainage, which was installed within the last
three years and was funded by Matlock Baileans RFC. Is leased from
Derbyshire County Council on behalf of a land owner. Is available for
community use and is used by Matlock Baileans RFC. County Council
maintenance regime is minimal and the Club now does most of the
maintenance.
A junior pitch which has natural (adequate) drainage Is leased from
Derbyshire County Council on behalf of land owner. Used by Matlock
Baileans RFC. County Council maintenance regime is minimal and the
Club now does most of the maintenance.
A floodlit junior pitch which has natural (adequate) drainage and is
mainly used for training sessions. Is leased from Derbyshire County
Council on behalf of land owner. Used by Matlock Baileans RFC.
County Council maintenance regime is minimal and the Club now does
most of the maintenance.
Natural (inadequate) drainage. Unavailable for community use.
Maintenance is shared between the School and Derbyshire County
Council.
Natural (inadequate) drainage. Unavailable for community use.
Maintenance is shared between the School and Derbyshire County
Council.
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Site ID

33

43

52

Site name

Lady Manners School (Bakewell
Mannerians RFC)

S. Anselm’s School

The Showground

February 2017

Analysis area

Community
use?

Security of
tenure

Pitch type

North

Yes

Unsecure

North

North

No

Yes

N/A

N/A

Quality rating

Floodlit?

Senior

Nontechnical
assessment
score
M1/D1

Standard

No

Senior
Junior
Junior

M1/D1
M1/D0
M1/D0

Standard
Poor
Poor

No
No
No

Junior

M2/D1

Good

No

Mini

M2/D1

Good

No

Senior

M0/D0

Poor

No

Junior

M0/D0

Poor

No
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Comments

Possible pipe drainage in place. However, this drainage system is well
over eight years old. As a result, is recorded as having natural
(adequate) drainage. Used by Bakewell Mannerians RFC.
Natural (adequate) drainage. Used by Bakewell Mannerians RFC.
Natural (inadequate) drainage. Used by Bakewell Mannerians RFC.
Natural (inadequate) drainage. Is available for community use but not
currently used.
Junior pitch with natural (adequate) drainage. Unavailable for
community use. Maintenance is undertaken by the School.
Mini pitch with natural (adequate) drainage. Unavailable for community
use. Maintenance is undertaken by the School.
Natural (inadequate) drainage. Is available for community use but not
currently used. Was used by Bakewell Mannerians until last season.
Natural (inadequate) drainage. Is available for community use but not
currently used. Was used by Bakewell Mannerians until last season.
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Ancillary facilities
Ashbourne RFC has access to the school changing rooms when using the pitches at
Queen Elizabeth Grammar School in Ashbourne (QEGS), which it believes are poor
despite having funded improvements to the showers. The Club also uses the changing
facilities at Ashbourne Recreation Ground which it describes as being very poor. Parking
is also available at both these sites.
There is a pending planning application being advanced as a joint proposal by QEGS and
Ashbourne RFC. The project is to demolish the existing changing room block on the
playing fields at the QEGS Sixth Form Centre and replace it with a new pavilion that
would incorporate four changing rooms and a central communal space in the same
location. According to the submitted planning information, the current changing room
block is used by both the school, during the week and Saturday mornings, and by the
rugby club on Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning.
The Club hopes to secure funding from the RFU towards this development and the need
for improved changing facilities is recognised as a priority by the Lincolnshire and Derby
RFU and is included within its facility plan 2015-2019.
Matlock Baileans RFC has access to changing facilities within its clubhouse located on
the Cromford Meadows site. It believes the changing and clubhouse facilities are of an
adequate standard. However, should the Club obtain a long term lease, it plans to extend
and improve the clubhouse and the ancillary facilities within it (together with improved car
parking). It has already begun some improvements despite concerns regarding security of
tenure and has extended the gym area.
Bakewell Mannerians RFC has access to changing facilities within Lady Manners School.
The Club reports being happy with these facilities and describes them as good quality.
Data captured by the RFU as part its National Facilities Audit identifies priority actions for
development at sites where clubs have secured tenure through leasehold or freehold.
Priority actions for sites in Derbyshire Dales are shown below, some of which include
development or improvement of ancillary facilities.
Table 5.7: RFU priority site actions (National Facilities Audit)
Club
Ashbourne RFC

Facility need
Changing room block and floodlights

Tenure
Leasehold

Bakewell Mannrians RFC

New pitches with appropriate security of tenure

License

Matlock Baileans RFC

En-suite changing rooms and renewal of lease
arrangement

Leasehold

Security of tenure
Security of tenure is a significant issue for rugby clubs in the Derbyshire Dales area, with
no clubs having long term security of tenure.
Two clubs, Ashbourne RFC and Bakewell Mannerians RFC have use of education sites
and neither club reports having a secure user agreement in place; however, Ashbourne
RFC only pays a small amount per year for use of the Queen Elizabeth Grammar pitches.
This is due to the Club having helped make improvements to the school pitches.
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Ashbourne RFC also access Ashbourne Recreation Ground but again, rents the pitches
on a weekly basis. The Club does describe aspirations to have a long term lease on the
site, in order to access funding to make site improvements. However, the Club is also
currently looking into working with Queen Elizabeth Grammar School to improve the
School changing facilities as it believes this is a more likely to be realised.
Bakewell Mannerians RFC is currently looking at prospects of developing its own site. It is
in talks with a land owner about obtaining a 25 to 30 year lease on a site with potential to
develop two senior pitches and a training area. The potential site is located within the
Peak National Park and therefore would submit its planning application to Peak Park.
However, before submitting its application the Club is ensuring it is feasible. The RFU and
Sport England are aware of these aspirations.
Matlock Baileans RFC currently has seven years remaining on its lease at Cromford
Meadows. The Club lease the site from Derbyshire County Council on behalf of Key
Estates. It attempted to buy the site last year but Key Estates were not willing to sell the
land. Key Estates did, however, offer the Club a long term lease; which is currently being
negotiated through Derbyshire County Council albeit this is a lengthy process. The Club
has aspirations to further develop and improve the site once long term tenure is in place.
5.3: Demand
Demand for rugby pitches in Derbyshire Dales tends to fall within the categories of
organised competitive play and organised training.
Competitive play
Three rugby union clubs play within Derbyshire Dales. The largest club in the area is
Ashbourne RFC with a total of 16 teams. Matlock Baileans RFC and Bakewell
Mannerians RFC both have 10 teams each.
In total, there are nine senior men’s teams, four of which, are part of Ashbourne RFC, 11
junior boys’ teams and 16 (mixed) mini teams across the three clubs. There is currently
one club located in each analysis area, with Ashbourne RFC located in the South
Analysis Area, Matlock Baileans RFC located in the Central Analysis Area and Bakewell
Mannerians located in the North Analysis Area.
Table 5.8: Summary of demand
Club

Analysis
area

Ashbourne RFC
Matlock Baileans RFC
Bakewell Mannerians RFC

South
Central
North

Men’s
4
3
2
9

No. of rugby union teams
Women’s
Boys’
Girls’
5
3
3
11
-

Mini
7
4
5
16

Training
Throughout the Country, many rugby teams train at their home ground on match pitches.
As a result, usage is concentrated which reduces the capacity for match play on these
pitches and means they are more likely to be overplayed. A key factor in determining the
extent of training on match pitches is the presence of floodlighting.
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In Derbyshire Dales, training generally takes place either on match pitches or on separate
floodlit grass training pitches. Where appropriate, all training on match pitches is recorded
as match equivalent sessions within the capacity analysis.
Ashbourne RFC report that the senior team train on one of the Queen Elizabeth Grammar
School pitches once a week through the season. This accounts for one match equivalent
session during the rugby season. Ashbourne RFC also occasionally accesses the sand
AGP at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School or if unavailable, it will use the gym. During the
off season, teams train twice a week at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School.
Matlock Baileans RFC has a junior pitch/training area with floodlighting which
accommodates the majority of training. However, there is also a minimal amount on the
first team pitch which is also floodlit.
Bakewell Mannerians RFC train on an unmarked area of grass in Calver Sough and
provides its own potable floodlights. During the off season, it uses the football pitch at
Bakewell Recreation Ground for one training session per week. It also accesses the gym
at Lady Manners School for two, one hour sessions a week.
In summary, Ashbourne RFC and to some extent Bakewell Mannerians do not have
access to floodlit provision on pitches. However, there is not necessarily the capacity on
the existing provision to currently allow for floodlights to be erected and accommodate
additional usage.
3G pitches
The alternative to training on grass pitches is the use of 3G pitches. World Rugby
produced the ‘Performance Specification for artificial grass pitches for rugby’, more
commonly known as ‘Regulation 22’ that provides the necessary technical detail to
produce pitch systems that are appropriate for rugby union.
A World Rugby compliant pitch also enables the transfer of match demand from grass
pitches onto 3G pitches, which alleviates overplay of grass pitches and as a result
protects quality. The RFU investment strategy into 3G pitches considers sites where
grass rugby pitches are overplayed and where a 3G pitch would support the growth of the
game at the host site and for the local rugby partnership, including local clubs and
education sites. Derbyshire Dales is not considered a target area for 3G pitch investment
by the RFU.
There is no World Rugby compliant 3G pitch in Derbyshire Dales. However, from
consultation, none of the three rugby union clubs, report demand to access a World
Rugby compliant 3G for training purposes or competitive play. Ashbourne RFC is
currently accessing the sand based AGP at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School for its
training session (none contact only).
Over marking
No rugby pitches in the Derbyshire Dales area are over marked and junior and mini
pitches are marked out using cones. Two of the pitches do act as cricket outfields during
the cricket season at Ashbourne Recreation Ground and Lady Manners School.
A point to note, some pitches based on education sites may also be over marked with
athletics track markings during the off season.
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Future demand
Future demand can be defined in two ways, through participation increases and using
population forecasts.
Team generation rates can be used as the basis for calculating the number of teams
likely to be generated in the future based on population growth (2033 in line with the
Local Plan timeframe). However, in this instance, due to relatively low TGRs and a
predicted decreased in age groups playing rugby, it is not predicted that future population
increases will generate any additional demand.
Further to population growth, Ashbourne RFC report that the number of senior and junior
members at the Club has increased over the previous three years. As a result, it has
increased from three senior teams to five, including a veteran’s team.
In contrast, both Matlock Baileans RFC and Bakewell Mannerians RFC describe a
decrease in senior members over the last three years, resulting in a loss of teams.
Bakewell Mannerians RFC attributes this to rugby facilities in the area being poor quality
in comparison to surrounding areas. Matlock Baileans RFC believes the decline in
members is a result of schools not teaching rugby union as part of the curriculum;
therefore, juniors are not continuing to play or join local clubs.
Matlock Baileans RFC does report it is starting to advertise in the local area and has
worked to create links with local schools. It also holds regular coaching sessions. As a
result, it has seen an increased uptake in junior and mini members. It is hopeful that this
will continue and will eventually feed into its senior section. Furthermore, it also highlights
aspirations to create a new men’s and women’s senior team.
The peak period
In order to fully establish actual spare capacity the peak period needs to be established
for all types of rugby. For senior teams, it is considered to be Saturday PM as all senior
teams play at this time. Peak time for junior rugby is Sunday AM, with all junior teams
playing at this time. For mini rugby the peak time is also Sunday AM again, with all mini
teams playing at this time.
5.4: Capacity analysis
The capacity for pitches to regularly accommodate competitive play, training and other
activity over a season is most often determined by quality. As a minimum, the quality and
therefore the capacity of a pitch affects the playing experience and people’s enjoyment of
playing rugby. In extreme circumstances it can result in the inability of a pitch to cater for
all or certain types of play during peak and off peak times. To enable an accurate supply
and demand assessment of rugby pitches, the following assumptions are applied to site
by site analysis:
 All sites that are used for competitive rugby matches (regardless of whether this is
secured community use) are included on the supply side.
 Use of school pitches by schools reduces potential capacity by one match equivalent
session.
 All competitive play is on senior sized pitches (except for where mini pitches are
provided).
 From U13 upwards, teams play 15 v15 and use a full pitch.
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 Mini teams (U6-U12) play on half of a senior pitch i.e. two teams per senior pitch or a
dedicated mini pitch.
 For senior and youth teams the current level of play per week is set at 0.5 for each
match played based on all teams operating on a traditional home and away basis
(assumes half of matches will be played away).
 For mini teams playing on a senior pitch, play per week is set at 0.25 for each match
played based on all teams operating on a traditional home and away basis and
playing across half of one senior pitch.
 Senior rugby generally takes place on Saturday afternoons.
 Junior rugby generally takes place on Sunday afternoons.
 Mini rugby generally takes place on Sunday mornings.
 Training that takes place on club pitches is reflected by the addition of team
equivalents.
 Team equivalents have been calculated on the basis that 30 players (two teams)
train on the pitch for 90 minutes (team equivalent of one) per night.
As a guide, the RFU has set a standard number of matches that each pitch should be
able to accommodate:

Drainage

Table 5.9: Pitch capacity (matches per week) based on quality assessments

Poor (M0)

Maintenance
Adequate (M1)

Natural Inadequate (D0)

0.5

1.5

2

Natural Adequate or Pipe Drained (D1)
Pipe Drained (D2)
Pipe and Slit Drained (D3)

1.5
1.75
2

2
2.5
3

3
3.25
3.5

Good (M2)

Capacity is based upon a basic assessment of the drainage system and maintenance
programme ascertained through a combination of the quality assessment and
consultation. This guide, however, is only a very general measure of potential pitch
capacity. It does not account for specific circumstances at time of use and it assumes
average rainfall and an appropriate end of season rest and renovation programme.
Education sites are likely to be overplayed due to high volumes of play when accounting
for both curricular and extra-curricular school use. As this is difficult to quantify, education
pitches are reflected as at least being played to capacity for the purpose of capacity
analysis.
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Table 5.10: Rugby union provision and level of community use within Derbyshire Dales
Site ID Site name

Analysis
area

Community Security of Pitch type
use?
tenure

Nontechnical
assessment
score

Quality
rating

Floodlit?

Match
equivalent
sessions of
play
(per week)

Pitch
capacity
(sessions
per week)

Capacity
rating

1

Abbotsholme School

South

No
No
No

Unsecure
Unsecure
Unsecure

Senior
Senior
Senior

M2/D1
M2/D1
M2/D1

Good
Good
Good

No
No
No

-

9

-

3

Ashbourne Recreation
Ground (Ashbourne RFC)

South

Yes

Unsecure

Senior

M0/D1

Poor

No

2

1.5

0.5

39

Queen Elizabeth
Grammar School
(Ashbourne RFC)

South

Yes

Unsecure

Junior

M0/D1

Standard

No

4.25

3

1.75

Yes

Unsecure

Junior

M0/D1

Standard

No

No

Unsecure

Junior

M0/D0

Poor

No

-

0.5

-

Yes

Secure

Senior

M1/D1

Standard

Yes

2

2

-

Yes

Secure

Senior

M1/D1

Standard

No

1

2

1

Yes

Secure

Junior

M1/D1

Standard

No

2

2

Yes

Secure

Junior

M1/D1

Standard

Yes

7

2

5

No

Unsecure

Junior

M0/D0

Poor

No

-

0.5

-

16

27

Cromford Meadows
(Matlock Baileans RFC)

Highfields School
(Lumsdale Site)

February 2017

Central

Central

Assessment Report: Knight Kavanagh & Page

Comments

Three senior pitches with no club use;
however, site is used weekly by school as part
of PE curriculum and for school matches.
Furthermore, the site has no security of
tenure. Therefore pitch recorded as at
capacity.
One senior pitch used by Ashbourne RFC one
senior rugby team (Saturday AM) plus used
for junior and mini training/matches on
Sunday AM. Currently over capacity by 0.5
match session per week.
Two junior pitches used by Ashbourne RFC
two senior teams (Saturday AM) plus used for
junior and mini training/matches on Sunday
AM. Senior training does occasionally take
place on these pitches but it not consistent.
Pitches are also used by school as part of PE
curriculum and for school matches. Pitches
has an overplay of 1.75 match equivalent
sessions and with additional school use is
likely to be significantly more overplayed.
Furthermore, the site has no security of
tenure.
A junior pitch with no club use. Does
technically have minimal spare capacity.
However, due to insecure tenure and school
use spare capacity is discounted. Therefore
site recorded as at capacity.
One floodlit senior pitch, used by Matlock
Baileans RFC first and second team for
matches and some training.
One senior pitch used by Matlock Baileans
RFC third senior team and one youth u17s.
Actual spare capacity of 0.5 sessions in the
peak period.
One junior pitch used by two junior teams
(Sunday AM) and four mini teams (Sunday
AM).
One floodlit junior pitch, mainly used for
Matlock Baileans RFC training purposes. Ten
hours a week of training has been accounted
for as seven match equivalent sessions per
week. This results in an overplay of five match
equivalent sessions.
A senior pitch with no club use; however, site
is used weekly by school as part of PE
curriculum and for school matches.
Furthermore, the site has no security of
tenure. Therefore pitch recorded as at
capacity.
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Site ID Site name

28

Highfields School
(Starkholmes Site)

33

Lady Manners School
(Bakewell Mannerians
RFC)

43

52

S. Anselm’s

The Showground

February 2017

Analysis
area

Community Security of Pitch type
use?
tenure

Nontechnical
assessment
score

Quality
rating

Floodlit?

Match
equivalent
sessions of
play
(per week)

Pitch
capacity
(sessions
per week)

Capacity
rating

Central

No

Unsecure

Junior

M0/D0

Poor

No

-

0.5

-

North

Yes

Unsecure

Senior

M1/D1

Standard

No

4

4

-

Yes

Unsecure

Senior

M1/D1

Standard

No

Yes-unused

Unsecure

Junior

M1/D0

Poor

No

-

3

-

Yes-unused

Unsecure

Junior

M1/D0

Poor

No

North

No

Unsecure

Junior

M2/D1

Good

No

-

3

-

North

No

Unsecure

Mini

M2/D1

Good

No

-

3

-

North

Yes-unused

Unsecure

Senior

M0/D0

Poor

No

-

0.5

-

Yes-unused

Unsecure

Junior

M0/D0

Poor

No

-

0.5

-
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Comments

A senior pitch with no club use; however, site
is used weekly by school as part of PE
curriculum and for school matches.
Furthermore, the site has no security of
tenure. Therefore pitch recorded as at
capacity.
Two senior pitches used by Bakewell
Mannerians RFC two senior teams (Saturday
AM) plus used for junior and mini
training/matches on Sunday AM. Pitches are
also used by school as part of PE curriculum
and for school matches. There is also no
secure tenure on the site for the Club. The
pitches are at least played to capacity if not
overplayed.
Two junior pitches with no club use; however,
site is used weekly by school as part of PE
curriculum and for school matches. Despite
having potential capacity, taking into account
school use and lack of secure tenure, the
pitches are recorded as being at capacity.
A junior pitch with no club use; however, site
is used weekly by school as part of PE
curriculum and for school matches.
Furthermore, the site has no security of
tenure. Therefore pitch recorded as at
capacity.
A mini pitch with no club use; however, site is
used weekly by school as part of PE
curriculum and for school matches.
Furthermore, the site has no security of
tenure. Therefore pitch recorded as at
capacity.
A senior pitch with no club use (previously
used by Bakewell Manerians RFC). Does
technically have minimal spare capacity.
However, due to insecure tenure, the pitch
being used for other activities and pitch being
located on a flood plain, spare capacity is
discounted.
A junior pitch with no club use (previously
used by Bakewell Manerians). Does
technically have minimal spare capacity.
However, due to insecure tenure, the pitch
being used for other activities and pitch being
located on a flood plain, spare capacity is
discounted.
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5.5: Supply and demand analysis
The RFU has also undertaken a supply and demand analysis for the Derbyshire Dales area,
working to pitches being able to accommodate up to two matches per week. Its findings
coincide with those recorded in the above capacity table; however, there are some
differences in reported capacity due to the supply and demand analysis within this report
being based on Sport England Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance. As part of this guidance
pitch capacity per week is determined by pitch quality reported during non-technical
assessments.
Spare capacity
The next step is to ascertain whether or not any identified ‘potential capacity’ can be deemed
‘actual capacity’. There may be situations where, although a site is highlighted as potentially
able to accommodate some additional play, this should not be recorded as spare capacity
against the site. For example, a site may be managed to regularly operate slightly below full
capacity to ensure that it can cater for a number of regular friendly matches and activities
that take place but are difficult to quantify on a weekly basis.
Only one site available for community use, Cromford Meadows, is identified as having
potential spare capacity of one match equivalent session per week. However, only 0.5 match
sessions are available at peak time. The Club generally retains this level of spare capacity to
help protect quality, therefore spare capacity is discounted.
Overplay
Ashbourne Recreation Ground (Ashbourne RFC) is currently overplayed by 0.5 match
equivalent session. This is due to the pitches being used for both senior competitive play as
well being used weekly for junior and mini rugby training or competitive matches. Further to
this, the pitch is part of the cricket pitch outfield.
Further, the junior pitches at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School also used by Ashbourne
RFC are overplayed by 1.75 match sessions per week.
One junior pitch at Cromford Meadows is overplayed by five match equivalent sessions due
to the majority of club training (10 hours per week) taking place on this pitch. This is due to
this pitch being floodlit. Although the main pitch is also floodlit, the Club preserves quality on
this pitch and as a result will limit non match usage.
A point to note, school pitches at Lady Manners School and Queen Elizabeth Grammar
School are also likely to be overplayed due to high volumes of play, as a result of both
curricular and extra-curricular school use. As this is difficult to quantify, education pitches are
reflected as at least being played to capacity.
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5.6: Conclusions
Having considered supply and demand, the table below identify the overall spare capacity in
each of the analysis areas for senior rugby union pitches based on match equivalent
sessions. Future demand is based on Team Generation Rates (TGRs) which are driven by
population increases and applied area wide; however, no additional adult teams are thought
to be generates through population increase. Therefore, future demand within Derbyshire
Dales is based on club growth aspirations. It is important to note however, that these are just
aspirations and may not be realised. Based on club aspirations (of two additional senior
teams), future demand would equate to a need for one additional match equivalent session
(0.5 per team) sat peak time (Saturday PM).
Table 5.19: Supply and demand balance summary
Analysis area

North
Central
South
Derbyshire Dales

Actual spare
capacity
-

Demand (match equivalent sessions)
Overplay
Current total
Future
Future total
demand
1
+6
+5
+5
+2.25
+2.25
+2.25
+7.25
+7.25
1
+8.25

In the South Analysis Area, there is a small overplay of 2.25 match equivalent sessions.
This; however, could be addressed through the improvement of pitch quality, which would
allow more match equivalent sessions to take place per week.
There is a similar scenario on the North Analysis Area, with all pitches being played to
capacity, meaning there is not currently a sufficient supply of rugby union pitches within the
analysis area. This could also be addressed through the improvement of pitch quality, which
would allow more match equivalent sessions to take place per week. However, given that all
club play takes place at Lady Manners School, where there is heavy curriculum use and lack
of tenure security, a more long term option would be for support to be provided to Bakewell
Mannerians in its plans to develop a new site of which it would be the lease holder.
The Central Analysis Area currently has the most overplay, with five match sessions per
week on the junior pitch at Cromford Meadows. When taking account of future demand this
is exacerbated to six match sessions per week.
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Rugby union summary
 Within Derbyshire Dales there are a total of nine sites containing ten senior, ten junior and one
mini rugby union pitch. Of these, six senior and seven junior pitches are available for
community use.
 Of the pitches available for community use, four senior and four junior pitches are rated as
standard quality and two senior and three junior pitches are rated as poor.
 Ashbourne RFC reports the changing facilities at both Ashbourne Recreation Ground and
Queen Elizabeth Grammar School are poor quality. There is a pending planning application
being advanced as a joint proposal by QEGS and Ashbourne RFC to demolish the existing
changing room block and replace it with a new pavilion.
 Matlock Baileans RFC also has aspirations to improve the ancillary facilities at Cromford
Meadows if it is able to secure a long term lease agreement on the site. It is currently pursuing
a longer lease of between 25 and 30 years on the site.
 Bakewell Mannerians RFC (currently playing at Lady Manners School) has aspirations to
develop its own site and has identified land which it is currently looking into the feasibility of
developing.
 Training generally takes place either on match pitches or on separate floodlit grass training
areas. Ashbourne RFC and to some extent Bakewell Mannerians do not have access to floodlit
provision on pitches. However, there is not necessarily the capacity on the existing provision to
currently allow for floodlights to be erected and accommodate additional usage.
 In terms of reported future demand by clubs, Matlock Baileans reports demand for an
additional two senior teams.
 Most pitches being used by clubs in Derbyshire Dales are overplayed with the exception of
some pitches at Cromford Meadows which have spare capacity in the peak period.
 Overall, there are current and future shortfalls across Derbyshire Dales due to overplay as a
result of pitch quality and training on match pitches.
 In the main, shortfalls could be addressed through the improvement of pitch quality, which
would create additional pitch capacity and in turn create capacity for floodlighting.
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PART 6: HOCKEY
6.1: Introduction
Hockey in England is governed by England Hockey (EH). Competitive league hockey
matches can only be played on sand filled, sand dressed or water based artificial grass
pitches (AGPs). Although competitive, adult and junior club training cannot take place on
third generation turf pitches (3G), 40mm pitches may be suitable for introductory level
hockey, such as school curriculum low level hockey. England Hockey Artificial Grass Playing
Surface Policy details suitability of surface type for varying levels of hockey shown below.
Table 6.1: England Hockey guidelines on artificial surface types suitable for hockey
Category
England Hockey
Category 1

Surface
Water surface
approved within the
FIH Global/National
Parameters

Playing level
Essential
International Hockey Training and matches

England Hockey
Category 2

Sand dressed
surfaces within the
FIH National
Parameter

Essential
Domestic National
Premier competition
Higher levels of player
pathway: Academy
Centres and Upwards

England Hockey
Category 3

Sand based surfaces
within the FIH
National Parameter

England Hockey
Category 4

All 3G surfaces

Essential
All adult and junior club
training and league
Hockey
EH competitions for clubs
and schools
Intermediate or advanced
schools’ hockey
Essential
None

Playing level
Desirable
Domestic National
Premier competition
Higher levels of EH
Player Pathway
Performance Centres and
upwards
England
Desirable
All adult and junior
League Hockey
Intermediate or advanced
School Hockey
EH competitions for clubs
and schools (excluding
domestic national league)
Desirable

Desirable
Lower level hockey
(Introductory level) when
no category 1-3 surface is
available.

For senior teams, a full sized pitch for competitive matches must measure at least 91.4 x 55
metres excluding surrounding run off areas which must be a minimum of two metres at the
sides and three metres at the ends England Hockey preference is for four metre side & five
metre end run offs, with a preferred overall area of 101.4 x 63 metres though a minimum
overall area of 97.4 x 59 metres is accepted.
It is considered that a hockey pitch can accommodate a maximum of four matches on one
day (peak time) provided that the pitch has floodlighting. Training is generally midweek and
requires access to a pitch and floodlights.
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Club consultation
There are three hockey clubs within Derbyshire Dales; Matlock Baileans Hockey Club,
Ashbourne Hockey Club and Derwent Hockey Club. Meetings took place with both Matlock
Baileans and Ashbourne, Derwent was consulted via telephone.
6.2: Supply
Quantity
There are three hockey suitable AGPs in Derbyshire Dales, two of which; Queen Elizabeth
Grammar School and Wirksworth Leisure Centre are available for community use. Queen
Elizabeth Grammar School provides one full sized, AGP which is floodlit. Wirksworth Leisure
Centre provides one full sized, AGP, which is also floodlit. The pitch located at Abbotsholme
School is for private use.
Table 6.2: Summary of sand based AGPs in Derbyshire Dales by location
Site
ID

Site name

Analysis
area

Pitch size
(meters)

Surface
type

Year built
(refurbished)

Quality

1

Abbotsholme
School

South

90 x 60

Sand
dressed

2015

Good

39

Queen Elizabeth
Grammar School

South

100 x 60

Sand filled

2002

Standard

57

Wirksworth Leisure
Centre

Central

100 x 60

Sand
dressed

2001
(2013)

Good

In addition, there are several small sized, sand dressed AGPs, situated across the North and
Central analysis areas. Four are situated in the North and are located at Baslow Sports
Field, Bridge Playing Field, Eyam Sports Field and Tideswell Sports Complex. The remaining
three are situated in the Central Analysis Area and are located at Cavendish Field Sports
Association, Winster Playing Fields and Wirksworth Leisure Centre (in addition to the small
3G pitch it has). Predominately these facilities are used for football training.
Although these AGPs are too small to host competitive matches, they could be used to
accommodate some training demand if required.
In addition to provision mentioned above, there is also a small AGP at Lea Green Activity
Centre, which is located within the neighbouring authority of Amber Valley. Due to its close
proximity to Derbyshire Dales and good facilities, it is accessed by a number of clubs from
within the Derbyshire Dales area.
Future supply
Consultation with S. Anselm’s School reports that construction of a new AGP is scheduled to
start in April 2017. It is believed that the AGP will be complete by the summer of 2017. Due
to students living on the School site, it is likely there will be limited community use of the
pitch; however, there is a possibility it will be available on Sundays. Consultation suggests
that the pitch may also be accessed by England Hockey for its Development and Academy
Centre training.
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Planning permission was granted at Lady Manners School in April 2016 for refurbishment of
the Redgra pitch to a full size sand based AGP with fencing, floodlighting, storage container
and associated features. The School plans to sell off a small grass area in order to fund this;
however, some external funding would also be required.
Figure 6.1: Location of AGPs
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Ownership/management
All three full size AGPs are located on education sites. The Leisure Centre manages
bookings at Wirksworth Leisure Centre, which is connected to Anthony Gell School. Pitch
bookings for the AGP at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School are managed in house by the
School.
Security of tenure
Matlock Baileans Hockey Club uses the pitch at Wirksworth Leisure Centre and Ashbourne
Hockey Club uses the pitch at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School. Derwent Hockey Club
uses the AGPs at both sites. There are currently no formal community use agreements in
place.
Floodlighting
All three of the AGPs within Derbyshire Dales are floodlit providing additional opportunity to
access for evening training and matches. In addition, all of the smaller sized AGPs are also
floodlit.
Quality
Depending on levels of use, it is considered that the carpet of an AGP usually lasts for
approximately ten years. The full size AGP at Wirksworth Leisure Centre is considered to be
in good condition based upon a non-technical assessment. This is also reflected in the views
of the hockey clubs accessing the site, rating the overall quality as good. The AGP was
originally laid in 2001 but was resurfaced in 2013. The Anthony Gell School Foundation has
a sinking fund in place, allowing for ongoing repairs to take place and contributing towards
future refurbishment.
The AGP at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School is assessed as standard quality. The pitch
was built in 2002 and has not been refurbished within this time. It therefore exceeds the
suggested surface lifespan, however, the School reports regular, good levels of
maintenance, which is likely the reason for the pitch remaining as standard quality despite its
age. Ashbourne Hockey Club is concerned about the continued future maintenance of the
pitch since the school became an Academy, for example, the repair of floodlights as three
are currently broken.
Ashbourne Hockey Club believes a sinking fund was in place for ongoing maintenance and
future resurfacing. However, since the school became an academy, there is uncertainly
around whether the sinking fund still exists. Further contributing to this uncertainty, the Club
has been told it should start creating its own sinking fund.
The AGP located at Abbotsholme School is of good quality due to only being built in August
2015. The School opted for TigerTurf’s Evo Pro artificial grass which is a multi-sport, sanddressed surface which meets FIH National standards.
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Ancillary provision
All three clubs report having access to ancillary provision. At Queen Elizabeth Grammar
School, the clubs can use changing facilities located next to the AGP. Both Ashbourne
Hockey Club and Derwent Hockey Club describe these facilities as being adequate.
However, Ashbourne Hockey Club feels the School charges a substantial additional fee for
the opening and closing of the changing rooms on match days. As a result, the Club now
holds its own key, but would rather not hold this responsibility. Further to this, the Club
believes there could be better communication between the school and itself, which would
result in stronger links and improved user experience.
At Wirksworth Leisure Centre there are also changing facilities located next to the AGP.
Matlock Baileans Hockey Club rates these facilities as good and Derwent Hockey Club rates
them as adequate. Derwent Hockey Club describes how occasionally the changing provision
can be locked before the end of a match due to the leisure Centre closing, which can be
inconvenient.
A second set of changing rooms is also available at Wirksworth Leisure Centre within the
leisure centre building. However, these changing facilities are viewed by clubs as being of a
lower quality.
None of the hockey clubs have clubhouse facilities; however, all of the club currently use
local pubs following senior games for teas. In addition, Matlock Baileans Hockey Club
occasionally rent a meeting room at Wirksworth Leisure Centre for junior tournaments.
As it stands, no clubs highlight any future plans for development of ancillary facilities.
However, Matlock Baileans Hockey Club believes having a clubhouse would attract more
players due to the social aspect of the sport being important.
Accessibility and availability
Sport England’s Facilities Planning Model (FPM) applies an overall peak period for AGPs of
34 hours a week (Monday to Thursday 17:00-21:00; Friday 17:00-19:00; Saturday and
Sunday 09:00-17:00). As both pitches are based at education sites they are unavailable
throughout weekdays during school term which slightly reduces availability in the peak
period.
Table 6.3: Community opening times of full size hockey suitable AGPs
Site
ID

Site name

Availability
in the peak
period
(hours)

Comments

1

Abbotsholme
School

0

The pitch is unavailable for community use.

39

Queen
Elizabeth
Grammar
School

28

Available to the community from 17:00 until 21:00 Monday
to Friday and from 10:00 until 14:00 Saturday and
Sunday.
Used by Derwent Hockey Club for matches and
Ashbourne hockey club for training and matches.
Also used by Ashbourne Aztecs FC, Ashbourne Ladies
FC and Mayfield FC for training sessions midweek.
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Site
ID

57

Site name

Wirksworth
Leisure Centre

Availability
in the peak
period
(hours)
34

Comments

Available to the community from 17:00 until 22:30 Monday
to Friday, 09:00 until 17:30 Saturday and 9:00 until 17:00
Sunday.
Used by Derwent Hockey Club and Matlock Baileans
Hockey Club for training and matches.
The AGP is also heavily used for football midweek.

The two AGPs which are available for community use, are also used by a number of football
clubs for training purposes. During Wednesday night training sessions, Ashbourne Hockey
Club report currently having to share the pitch with footballers.
6.3: Demand
Current demand
Derwent Hockey Club has 120 male senior members and 35 junior members and fields six
regular male senior teams. The Club has seen an increase in both senior and junior
members over the last three years. The increase in seniors can be attributed to the male
senior team at Ashbourne Hockey Club moving to the Club. The junior increase has been a
result of a successful youth programme which has now been running for five years.
Matlock Baileans Hockey Club has 40 female senior members and 27 junior members and
fields five regular female senior teams. The Club has seen increases in both senior and
junior members over the last three years. The Club believe an increase in senior members is
a result of the Back to Hockey initiative as well as the success of the Great Britain women’s
hockey team at the 2016 Olympics.
The latter is also believed to have been a contributing factor to the increase in junior
members, as well as the Club providing regular junior fixtures. The Club reports how as a
result of its junior member increase, it has had to employ an additional coach in order to
meet demand.
Ashbourne Hockey Club currently have around 40 female senior members and 65 junior
members and fields three regular female senior teams. Over the last three years the club
has seen a decrease in senior members its two male senior teams folding last year as a
result of a number of players moving to Belper Hockey Club in the neighbouring authority
Amber Valley. The remaining players from these teams moved to Derwent Hockey Club.
Future demand
Team generation rates (TGRs) are used below as the basis for calculating the number of
teams likely to be generated in the future based on population growth (2033 in line with the
Local Plan timeframe).
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Table 6.4: Team generation rates
Age group

Senior Men’s (16-45)
Senior Women’s (16-45)
Junior Boys (11-15)
Junior Girls (11-15)

Current
population
within age
group

Current
no. of
teams

Team
Generation
Rate
(2033)

Future
population
within age
group

Predicted
future
number
of teams

10,725
10,318
2,042
1,946

6
8
0
0

1:1788
1:1290
0
0

10,027
9,686
1,953
1,867

6
8
0
0

Additional
teams that
may be
generated
from the
increased
population
0
0
0
0

Based on TGR’s, no additional hockey teams in any age bracket are thought to be generated
up to 2033. It is important to note that TGRs are based on population figures and cannot
account for specific targeted development work within certain areas or focused towards
certain groups, such as NGB initiatives or coaching within schools.
Derwent Hockey Club is a fairly new club, having started eight years ago with just eight
members and believes there is demand to continue expanding. The Club currently has
aspirations to expand its junior section and would like to hold sessions in the Ashbourne and
Bakewell area. Should these aspirations become a reality; the Club will look to increase
usage at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School. However, not all of this additional demand
could be accommodated at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School and Wirksworth Leisure
Centre is believed to be at capacity.
Matlock Baileans Hockey Club describes plans to grow both its female senior and junior
sections further. However, should this aspiration become realised the Club would have to
look for alternative pitch space as Wirksworth Leisure Centre is currently at capacity.
During consultation, Ashbourne Hockey Club highlights aspirations to re-establish a men’s
senior team, which would play at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School.
Latent demand
As a result of the AGP’s in Derbyshire Dales being unable to accommodate all of Derwent
Hockey Clubs planned future growth, the Club have reported it would look for pitches around
the neighbouring authority of Derby.
Sport England’s Market Segmentation Tool enables an analysis of ‘the percentage of adults
that would like to participate in hockey but are not currently doing so’. The tool identifies
latent demand of 208 people, 19.7% of which is the segment ‘Chloe – Fitness class friends’.
6.4 Supply and demand analysis
A full size floodlit hockey AGP is able to accommodate up to four hockey matches at senior
peak time (Saturday). Given that there are 14 senior teams across the three clubs currently
playing in Derbyshire Dales, working on a home and away basis, two pitches are adequate
to accommodate current demand. However, should the clubs realise their team growth
aspirations, of a total of three additional senior teams, the pitches would have an overplay
of one match at peak time.
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Hockey summary
 There are three full sized, floodlit AGPs in Derbyshire Dales, all of which are located on
education sites. In addition, there are seven smaller AGPs across Derbyshire Dales varying in
size.
 A fourth pitch is due to be built as S. Anselm’s School. This is predicted to be complete by
summer 2017. However, this pitch is likely to have limited community use.
 Two of the AGPs; Queen Elizabeth Grammar School and Wirksworth Leisure Centre are
available for community use and used for hockey and football. The AGP located at
Abbotsholme School is retained for school use only.
 The AGP at Wirksworth Leisure Centre is considered to be of good quality having been
resurfaced in 2013. Abbotsholme School is also good quality having only been built in 2015.
 The AGP at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School is standard condition. It was built in 2005,
meaning it surpasses the recommended lifespan.
 There are three hockey clubs based within Derbyshire Dales; Ashbourne, Derwent and
Matlock Baileans, providing a total of 14 senior teams.
 Wirksworth Leisure Centre is used by Matlock Baileans HC and Derwent HC for training and
matches. Queen Elizabeth Grammar School is used by Ashbourne HC for training and
matches and by Derwent HC for matches.
 All three clubs report aspirations to grow their number of senior teams and junior members.
 Current supply of community available hockey suitable AGPs (two) is adequate to meet current
demand. However, should the clubs realise their team growth aspirations, of a total of three
additional senior teams, access to an addition AGP would be required and could be explored
at S. Anselm’s School in the future as required.
 New provision at S. Anselm’s School is likely to affect proposals for a further AGP at Lady
Manners School depending upon levels of community use.
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PART 7: BOWLS
7.1: Introduction
The majority (88%) of bowling greens in Derbyshire Dales are crown greens. The British
Crown Green Bowling Association is the National Governing Body for crown green bowls with
overall responsibility for ensuring effective governance of crown green bowls.
There is also one flat green located at The Whitworth Centre. Bowls England is the National
Governing Body for flat green bowls with overall responsibility for ensuring effective
governance of flat green bowls.
Both crown green and flat green bowling seasons run from May to September.
7.2 Crown green bowls
Consultation
There are 16 bowls clubs identified in Derbyshire Dales. Of these, 12 responded (75%) to
consultation requests. The majority completed an online survey, however, Ashbourne Bowling
club was consulted face to face and Ashbourne Park Bowls Club took part in a telephone
consultation. The responding clubs are listed below:







Chatsworth bowling club
Matlock Golf Club – Bowls Section
Wirksworth Memorial Bowling Club
Bradwell Bowls Club
Matlock Park Bowls Club
Hathersage Crown Green Bowls club








Matlock Bath Bowling Club
Whitworth Park Bowls Club
Hope Works Bowls Club
Youlgreave Bowls Club
Ashbourne Bowling Club
Ashbourne Park Bowls Club

The clubs which did not respond to consultation requests are Tideswell, Parwich, Baslow and
Bakewell bowling clubs.
7.3: Supply
Quantity
There are 15 crown greens in Derbyshire Dales, located across 14 sites. Half of the greens
are located in the North Analysis Area. Only three greens are located in the South Analysis
Area, both of which are located in Ashbourne.
Table 7.1: Summary of the number of greens by analysis area
Analysis area

Number of greens

North

7

Central

5

South

3

Derbyshire Dales

15
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Figure 7.1: Crown greens in Derbyshire Dales

Table 7.2: Key to map
Site
ID
53
58
67
68
80
2
7
54
59
69
71
81
3
70

Site name
The Whitworth Centre
Wirksworth Recreation Ground
Matlock Golf Club
Matlock Hall Leys Park
Matlock Bath Bowls Club
Alport Lane Recreation Ground
Bradwell Sports and Social Club
Tideswell Sports Complex
Chatsworth Gymnasium
Bakewell Town Bowls Club
Hathersage Bowls Club
Hope Works Bowling Green
Ashbourne Recreation Ground
Ashbourne Bowls Club

February 2017

Analysis area

Type

Central
Central
Central
Central
Central
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
South
South

Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown

Assessment Report: Knight Kavanagh & Page

Number of
greens
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2

90

DERBYSHIRE DALES
PLAYING PITCH ASSESSMENT

Quality
In terms of quality, bowls greens are rated on the scale below:

Good

Standard

Poor

Following a non-technical assessment of greens in Derbyshire Dales and consultation with
bowls clubs, 12 are assessed as good quality and three as standard quality. No greens are
assessed as being of poor quality. The table below summarises the quality on a site by site
basis.
Table 7.3: Summary of bowling green quality
Site
ID
53
58
67
68
80
2

Site name

Club

The Whitworth Centre
Wirksworth Recreation
Ground
Matlock Golf Club

Whitworth Park Bowls Club
Wirksworth Memorial Bowling
Club
Matlock Golf Club Bowls
Section
Matlock Park Bowls Club
Matlock Bath Bowls Club
Youlgreave Bowls Club

54
59
69
71

Matlock Hall Leys Park
Matlock Bath Bowls Club
Alport Lane Recreation
Ground
Bradwell Sports and Social
Club
Tideswell Sports Complex
Chatsworth Gymnasium
Bakewell Town Bowls Club
Hathersage Bowls Club

81
3
70

Hope Works Bowling Green
Ashbourne Recreation Ground
Ashbourne Bowls Club

7

Number
of
greens
1
1

Quality of
green

1

Good

1
1
1

Standard
Good
Good

Bradwell Bowls Club

1

Good

Tideswell Bowls Club
Chatsworth Bowls Club
Bakewell Town Bowls Club
Hathersage Crown Green
Bowls club
Hope Works Bowls Club
Ashbourne Park Bowls Club
Ashbourne Bowls Club

1
1
1
1

Standard
Good
Good
Good

1
1
2

Good
Good
Good

Good
Standard

The ratings from non-technical assessments carried out, generally reflect the views of clubs
playing at those sites, with all clubs rating their green as either good or standard quality.
The majority of clubs suggest that the quality of their green has either slightly or significantly
improved in quality since last season. In addition, Ashbourne Bowls Club and Ashbourne Park
Bowls Club say the quality of their greens is consistently good. As a result both clubs receive
compliments from visiting teams. Clubs in the area generally attribute the increase in quality to
dedicated volunteers and good maintenance regimes.
Youlgreave Bowls Club suggest there has been no change in green quality at Alport Lane
Recreation Ground since last season.
The quality of the green at Hall Leys Park is likely to improve since Matlock Park Bowls Club
secured funding for a sprinkler system, which was installed in October 2016.
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The main impact on green quality in the Derbyshire Dales area, as reported by clubs, is the
evenness and gradient of the greens. Furthermore, Chatsworth Bowls Club reports issues with
drainage.
Maintenance
Most responding clubs (66%) maintain their own greens. The District Council maintains one
green at Ashbourne Recreation Ground, which is accessed by Ashbourne Park Bowls Club.
The green at Matlock Golf Club is maintained by the golf club and Bradwell Bowls Club is
privately maintained.
Consultation with the Clean and Green Team and the District Council highlights that the
maintenance regime at Ashbourne Recreation Ground consists of mowing throughout the
season as well as fertilising, moss treatment and top dressing.
Accessibility
Most clubs (66%) consulted state that players travel between two and five miles to access
facilities. However, four clubs: Chatsworth, Wirksworth Memorial, Matlock Bath and Hope
Works, state that players travel over five miles to use their facilities.
Again, 66% of clubs report that the proportion of players from outside Derbyshire Dales using
their facilities is between 1 and 25%. The only club to report that a high proportion of its
members are from outside of Derbyshire Dales is Hope Works Bowls Club, which states 75%
or more of its players are from outside the study area.
Ownership/management
Three clubs own their own facilities: Ashbourne, Matlock Golf Club and Hope Works.
The majority of responding clubs lease their home ground. Matlock Park, Matlock Bath and
Whitworth Park lease their facilities from the District Council. Matlock Bowls Club has a 99
year lease at Hall Leys Park and Matlock Bath Bowls Club and Whitworth Park Bowls Club
both have 10 year lease agreements on The Whitworth Centre and Matlock Bath Bowls Club
respectively.
Hathersage Bowls Club leases its facilities from Hathersage Parish Council. The Club has a
10 year lease agreement (eight years remaining). Following this, the Club report that the lease
will become an annual agreement. Wirksworth Memorial Bowling Club leases its facilities, at
Wirksworth Recreation Ground, from the Wirksworth Memorial and Recreation Ground
Trustees.
The remaining clubs rent their greens/facilities with Bradwell Bowls Club renting from Bradwell
Sports Field Trust and Youlgreave Bowls Club renting from Youlgreave Parish Council.
Ancillary facilities
All of the clubs surveyed have access to a clubhouse/pavilion on site. Further to this, four of
clubs (83%) rate ancillary facilities as good or standard. Three clubs: Bradwell, Matlock Bath
and Whitworth Park report their ancillary facilities as being of poor quality. However, Whitworth
Park Bowls Club is currently waiting for a response to a funding application submitted to Sport
England, which would support improvements to ancillary facilities.
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Eight clubs express the need to make improvements to their ancillary facilities. Bradwell Bowls
Club has aspirations to build a larger pavilion with toilets, which are specifically for use of the
bowls club. The Club is looking to create plans for this development and will then look into
funding options. Matlock Golf Club is looking to build a shelter for visiting teams which will be
self funded
Ashbourne Park Bowls Club has begun cosmetic work on its pavilion, by replacing old panels
with new wooden ones. The Club is also looking to repaint the pavilion during the 2017
summer months which will be carried out by club volunteers.
Floodlights
There are two greens (Hope Works Bowls Club and Matlock Golf Club) which are floodlit,
which provide additional opportunity to access greens for training and matches during the
evenings. Through consultation Youlgreave Bowls Club also expresses an aspiration to have
floodlights installed.
Club challenges
Consultation with clubs highlights a small number of challenges that some clubs face as
detailed below.
Table 7.4: Current site issues
Club
Youlgreave Bowls Club

Bradwell Bowls Club

Hathersage Bowls Club

Issue highlighted
The Club struggles to raise funds through fund raising events and
receives no external funding. Therefore it would like some support
looking into available funding streams.
Suggests that the bowls facilities at the Club should receive some more
attention. The area currently has an aging population so ensuring bowls
facilities are available and of a good standard is important.
At the Club site there is a lack of free parking.

7.4: Demand
Current demand
There are 16 bowls clubs playing in Derbyshire Dales. A list of which club utilises which site is
shown below.
Table 7.5: Clubs located at sites
Site ID
53
58
67
68
80
2
7
54
59

Site name

Club

The Whitworth Centre
Wirksworth Recreation Ground
Matlock Golf Club
Matlock Hall Leys Park
Matlock Bath Bowls Club
Alport Lane Recreation Ground
Bradwell Sports and Social Club
Tideswell Sports Complex
Chatsworth Gymnasium

Whitworth Park Bowls Club
Wirksworth Memorial Bowling Club
Matlock Golf Club Bowls Section
Matlock Park Bowls Club
Matlock Bath Bowls Club
Youlgreave Bowls Club
Bradwell Bowls Club
Tideswell Bowls Club
Chatsworth Bowls Club

February 2017

Assessment Report: Knight Kavanagh & Page

93

DERBYSHIRE DALES
PLAYING PITCH ASSESSMENT

Site ID
69
71
81
3
70

Site name

Club

Bakewell Town Bowls Club
Hathersage Bowls Club
Hope Works Bowling Green
Ashbourne Recreation Ground
Ashbourne Bowls Club

Bakewell Town Bowls Club
Hathersage Crown Green Bowls club
Hope Works Bowls Club
Ashbourne Park Bowls Club
Ashbourne Bowls Club

Membership of those clubs that shared data amounts to 554 adult members and six junior
members.
Table 7.6: Current club membership for bowls clubs Derbyshire Dales
Club name

Current
Senior
male
24

Senior
female
1

Junior

Total

-

25

33

32

5

70

Bradwell Bowls Club

22

18

-

40

Chatsworth Bowls
Club

24

24

-

48

Hathersage Crown
Green Bowls club

33

34

-

67

Hope Works Bowls
Club
Matlock Bath Bowling
Club

30

20

-

50

15

11

-

26

Matlock Golf Club –
Bowls Section
Matlock Park Bowls
Club
Whitworth Park
Bowls Club
Wirksworth Memorial
Bowling Club

21

14

-

35

39

18

-

57

40

17

-

57

24

15

-

39

Youlgreave Bowls
Club

28

11

1

40

333

215

6

554

Ashbourne Park
Bowls Club
Ashbourne Bowls
Club

Totals

February 2017

Change in numbers in the past
three years
Senior
Junior
Numbers
decreased
Numbers
stayed the
same
Numbers
increased
Numbers
stayed the
same
Numbers
stayed the
same
Numbers
decreased
Numbers
stayed the
same
Numbers
increased
Numbers
increased
Numbers
increased
Numbers
stayed the
same
Numbers
stayed the
same
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Numbers stayed
the same
Numbers stayed
the same
Numbers stayed
the same
Numbers stayed
the same
Numbers stayed
the same
Numbers stayed
the same
Numbers stayed
the same
Numbers stayed
the same
Numbers stayed
the same
Numbers
decreased
Numbers stayed
the same
Numbers stayed
the same
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Out of responding clubs, the largest club in terms of membership, is Hathersage Bowls Club,
where senior figures have remained stable over the past three years. The two clubs in the
area to have junior members are Youlgreave Bowls Club and Ashbourne Bowls Club with one
member and five members respectively. Clubs report trying to encourage younger members,
for example, Ashbourne Bowls Club has held bowls days for a local primary school and also a
local Scouts group.
Despite there being a decline in senior membership for bowls nationally, only two clubs in
Derbyshire Dales report a decrease in senior members over the last three years. The majority
of clubs (81%) describe either an increase or no change in membership numbers. The four
clubs reporting an increase are Bradwell, Matlock Golf Club, Matlock Park and Whitworth
Park.
All clubs report having teams playing in a variety of leagues, including, for example, the
Matlock & District Tuesday League and the Chesterfield & District Veterans League. The Club
with the highest number of teams is Ashbourne Bowls Club, with 13 teams. Nine of these
teams are mixed, one is a ladies team and three are men’s teams.
Future demand
Using ONS projections (2012-based projections 2012-2037 released May 2014), the number
of persons aged 65 and over living in Derbyshire Dales is likely to increase continuously from
16,743 in 2012, to 28,273 in 2037, representing an increase of 68.9%. Due to this age band
being the most likely to play bowls, demand for bowling greens may increase slightly or at
least remain static on this basis.
Nine clubs identify plans to increase membership in Derbyshire Dales. However, only three
clubs identify by how many members they wish to increase. Matlock Park Golf Club has the
largest aspiration for growth appertaining to ten senior and ten junior players. This is followed
by Hathersage Bowls Club which aspires to increase by ten senior and six junior members.
Matlock Golf Club expresses future demand for an additional six members.
The clubs which have future growth aspirations plan to do this through advertisement in the
local area, taster sessions, coaching sessions and developing links with local schools.
Latent demand
Sport England’s Segmentation Tool enables analysis of ‘the percentage of adults that would
like to participate in bowls but are not currently doing so’. The tool identifies latent demand of
669 people who would like to participate in the sport within Derbyshire Dales. The most
dominant segments are ‘Ralph and Phyllis’ - Retired couples, enjoying active and
comfortable lifestyles (33%).
7.5 Supply and demand analysis
It is considered that bowling clubs in Derbyshire Dales generally have spare capacity, meaning
that current membership and any increase in membership is sustainable and clubs are able to
accept additional members should demand increase.
The latter point is supported by clubs with a desire to increase membership numbers, reporting
that identified future demand can be accommodated on home greens currently available to
them.
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Based on a number of clubs having a desire to grow and ONS projections, the priority should
be placed on ensuring that existing levels of provision are sustained and green quality and
ancillary provision is improved where necessary in order to allow for continued use.
Bowls summary
 There are 15 crown greens located across 14 sites in Derbyshire Dales. Twelve are assessed as
good quality, three as average and none as poor quality
 Most greens are maintained by the clubs accessing them. One green (Ashbourne Recreation
Ground) is maintained by the District Council.
 All clubs access ancillary facilities onsite and the majority rate the quality of their facilities as
standard or good. Only three clubs: Bradwell, Matlock Bath and Whitworth Park rate their
ancillary facilities as poor.
 There are two greens (Hope Works Bowls Club and Matlock Golf Club) which are floodlit, which
provide additional opportunity to access greens for training and matches during the evenings.
Through consultation Youlgreave Bowls Club also expresses an aspiration to have floodlights
installed.
 There are 16 clubs playing in Derbyshire Dales. Membership of those clubs that shared data
amounts to 548 adult members and 6 junior members.
 Despite there being a decline in senior membership for bowls nationally, only two clubs in
Derbyshire Dales report a decrease in senior members over the last three years. The majority of
clubs (81%) describe either an increase or no change in membership numbers.
 Nine clubs identify plans to increase membership. However, only three clubs identify by how
many members they wish to increase. Matlock Park Golf Club has the largest aspirations for
growth with a desire to gain ten senior and ten junior players.
 Future population projections suggest that the number of persons aged 65 and over is likely to
increase by 69% by 2037. Due to this age band being the most likely to play bowls, demand for
bowling greens may increase slightly or at least remain static.
 Generally, through consultation, it is considered that most bowling greens in Derbyshire Dales
have spare capacity, meaning current membership and any increase in membership is
sustainable.
 Priority should be placed on ensuring that existing levels of provision are sustained and green
quality and ancillary provision is improved where necessary in order to allow for continued use.
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PART 8: TENNIS
8.1: Introduction
The Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) is the organisation responsible for the governance of
tennis and administers the sport locally in Derbyshire Dales.
Consultation
There are currently five tennis clubs playing within Derbyshire Dales:






Ashbourne Tennis Club
Baslow Tennis Club
Doveridge Tennis club
Matlock District Tennis Club
Tideswell Tennis Club

All clubs were sent consultation requests and the only club not to respond to these requests
was Tideswell TC, which resulted in an 80% response rate. Further to this, Ashbourne TC
participated in a face to face consultation. The remaining responding clubs were either
consulted over the phone or completed an online survey.
8.2: Supply
Quantity
There are a total of 64 tennis courts (three of which are mini sized courts) identified in
Derbyshire Dales, located across 23 sites including sports clubs, parks, recreation grounds
and schools. The three mini tennis courts are situated at Tansley Primary School. Of the
courts, 39 (58%) are categorised as being available for community use across eleven sites.
The only courts unavailable for community use are located within schools. This is with the
exception of Highfields School (Lumsdale site) and Queen Elizabeth Grammar School which
leave their tennis courts open after school hours and during school holidays for community
use.
Please note that for the purposes of this report, being available for community use refers to
courts in public, voluntary, private or commercial ownership or management, recorded as
being available for hire by individuals, teams or clubs.
A point to note, in addition to the audited tennis courts, there are also a number of multi use
games areas (MUGAs) within Derbyshire Dales which have tennis courts marked out, for
example, at Brassington Recreation Ground. There are also a number of courts marked out
on playgrounds at primary schools.
Table 8.1: Summary of the number of courts by analysis area
Analysis area
Central
North
South
Derbyshire Dales

February 2017

Courts (sites) available for
community use
17
11
11
39

Courts (sites) unavailable for
community use
10
11
4
25
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Floodlit courts
The following courts have floodlights and are therefore available for evening training and
matches. Of the 16 floodlit courts in Derbyshire Dales, ten are available for community use.
The majority of floodlit courts (75%) are rated as good quality.
Table 8.2: Tennis courts with floodlights in Derbyshire Dales
Site
ID
38

No. of
courts
2

Floodlit?
Yes

Court type

Parwich Cricket Club

Analysis
area
Central

Macadam

Court
quality14
Standard

5
33

Baslow Sports Field
Lady Manners School

North
North

2
3

Yes
Yes

Artificial turf
Macadam

Good
Good

77

Calver Sports Association
Ground
Abbotsholme School
Ashbourne Tennis Club

North

2

Yes

Macadam

Standard

South
South

4
3

Yes
Yes

Macadam
Macadam

Good
Good

1
79

Site name

Figure 7.1: Distribution of tennis courts in Derbyshire Dales

14

Assessed using a non technical site assessment proforma and also takes account of user
comments.
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Table 8.2: Tennis courts in Derbyshire Dales
Site
ID

15

Site name

1
2

Abbotsholme School
Alport Lane Recreation Ground

3
5
21
23

Ashbourne Recreation Ground
Baslow Sports Field
Eyam Sports Field
Great Longstone Recreation Ground

27
28
32
33

Highfields School (Lumsdale Site)
Highfields School (Starkholmes Site)
Kniveton CE Primary School
Lady Manners School

38

Parwich Cricket Club

39
41
42
43
48
49

Queen Elizabeth Grammar School
Bakewell Recreation Ground
Sand Lane Recreation Ground
S. Anselm’s School
Tansley Primary School
The Avenue Playing Field

57
59

Wirksworth Leisure Centre
Chatsworth Gymnasium

Ownership

Analysis
area

School
Parish
Council
DDDC
Private
Private
Parish
Council
School
School
School
School
Parish
Council
School
DDDC
Club
School
School
Parish
Council
School
Private

No. of
courts

Floodlit?

Court type

Court
quality15

South
North

Availability for
community
use?
No
Yes

4
1

Yes
No

Macadam
Macadam

Good
Poor

South
North
North
North

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

2
2
1
1

No
Yes
No
No

Macadam
Artificial turf
Artificial turf
Macadam

Poor
Good
Standard
Poor

Central
Central
Central
North
Central

Yes
No
No
No
No
Yes

6
6
1
3
4
2

No
No
No
Yes
No
No

Macadam
Macadam
Macadam
Macadam
Macadam
Macadam

Poor
Poor
Standard
Good
Poor
Standard

South
North
South
North
Central
North

Yes
Yes
Yes
No
No
Yes

3
2
2
4
3 (mini)
1

No
No
No
No
No
No

Macadam
Macadam
Macadam
Macadam
Macadam
Macadam

Standard
Poor
Poor
Poor
Poor
Poor

Central
North

Yes
Yes

4
1

No
No

Macadam
Macadam

Standard
Good

Assessed using a non technical site assessment proforma and also takes account of user comments.
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Site
ID
63
77
78
79

Site name

Hall Leys Park
Calver Sports Association Ground
Audley Court Retirement Complex,(St
Elphin's Park)
Ashbourne Tennis Club

February 2017

Ownership

Analysis
area

DDDC
Private
Private

Central
North
Central

Private

South

Availability for
community
use?
Yes
Yes
Yes

No. of
courts

Floodlit?

Court type

Court
quality15

3
2
2

No
Yes
No

Macadam
Macadam
Macadam

Poor
Standard
Good

Yes
Yes

3
1

Yes
No

Macadam
Macadam

Good
Good
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Quality
Of provision that is available for community use, nine courts (23%) are assessed as good
quality, twelve (30%) as standard and 18 as poor (46%).
Table 8.3: Summary of the quality of courts by analysis area
Analysis area
Central
North
South
Derbyshire Dales

Good
2
3
4
9

Standard
6
3
3
12

Poor
9
5
4
18

The courts assessed as poor quality are located at the following sites:









Alport Lane Recreation Ground
Ashbourne Recreation Ground
Great Longstone Recreation Ground
Highfields School (Lumsdale Site)
Bakewell Recreation Ground
Sand Lane Recreation Ground
The Avenue Playing Field
Hall Leys Park

Ashbourne TC describes how the courts at Ashbourne Recreation Ground have decreased
in quality over the past five years. Doveridge TC report that Sand Lane Recreation Ground
courts are poor quality due to the Club not having the funds for full upkeep of the courts.
Further to this, it reports problems with vandalism, despite the courts being locked when not
in use. Due to these issues, it is seeing a decline in members, which in turn is reported to
impact upon the potential to consider security measures and improvement to the courts.
The majority of public courts identified as being of poor quality are managed by parish/town
councils. This is likely to be attributed to there being less regular maintenance and courts
being open access. Issues surrounding the courts include poor grip underfoot, worn line
markings, loose gravel and damage to the surface. As well as this, the majority of courts
rated as poor are without floodlighting and changing accommodation.
The majority of tennis courts within schools are overmarked with netball courts. Courts which
are overmarked tend to receive higher levels of use which can result in a quicker
deterioration of quality.
Despite the courts at Hall Leys Park being rated as poor, consultation with the Clean and
Green Team at the District Council highlights maintenance on the site includes regular
sweeping and pressure washing to remove moss two to three times per year. However, the
District Council also reports that there can be complaints from the public when moss builds
up as it makes the courts slippery.
Club consultation identifies that all clubs are generally satisfied with the quality of their courts
and as such rate quality as good, with the exception of Doveridge TC which describes them
as adequate. This is due to the age of the courts and issues with vandalism.
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The courts rated of the highest quality in the area are at Ashbourne TC. This is unsurprising
given that the tennis facilities here have only recently been built.
Accessibility
The majority of clubs state that most players travel between two and five miles to access
their facilities. Baslow TC reports that some of its members travel further than five miles. LTA
insight has shown that most players that play in parks walk to the courts with a 10-15 minute
travel time being the norm.
Ownership/management
One club, Doveridge Tennis Club, owns and manages its site. Most responding clubs have
lease agreements on sites (60%). As part of the lease agreement, the clubs manage and
maintain the facilities. For example, Ashbourne TC is responsible for the management and
maintenance of its site; it leases the site from Osmaston Estates. The Club pays Osmaston
Estates annually, and has a 30 year lease agreement with the land owners.
Matlock and District TC rent the facilities at Audley Court Retirement Complex, (St Elphin's
Park) on an annual basis.
Ancillary provision
All clubs responding to consultation report that they have access to changing facilities. All
clubs with the exception of Doveridge TC rate its ancillary facilities as good or adequate
quality. Doveridge TC believes its facilities are poor.
Ashbourne TC has free access to ancillary facilities at the Peak Gateway Leisure Park. As
part of this agreement, clients of the Peak Gateway Leisure Park can use the tennis facilities
free of charge at certain times.
7.3: Demand
Competitive tennis
The four clubs, which responded to consultation requests, collectively provide a total of 236
senior members and 254 junior members. The clubs vary in size, with Baslow TC having the
most members (230) and Matlock and District TC catering for the least (21).
Table 8.4: Summary of club membership
Name of club
Baslow Tennis Club
Ashbourne Tennis Club
Doveridge Tennis Club
Matlock and District Tennis Club
Total

February 2017

Seniors
95
100
20
21
236

Number of members
Juniors
135
104
15
254
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In correlation to a national reduction in tennis participation, Baslow, Doveridge and Matlock
and District tennis clubs all report that senior membership has reduced over the previous
three years. Baslow TC state that this decline has been seen in members between the ages
of 18 and 40. Doveridge TC attribute its fluctuating membership numbers to the fact that it
folded but is now trying to re-establish itself, albeit, this is proving to be a challenge. The
Club believes this is partly due to members of the community being reluctant to pay to use
the facilities, as it is a community asset and should be free to use.
In contrast, Ashbourne TC reports an increase in senior members, which it attributes to the
development of its new site at Peak Gateway Leisure Park.
Two clubs: Ashbourne TC and Baslow TC, report a significant increase in junior
membership. Both clubs feel this is a result of junior activities and recruitment. For example,
Ashbourne TC has run junior tennis camps at both Ashbourne Recreation Ground and at the
Club’s site. These sessions have been successful with up to 120 children attending.
Ashbourne TC also again believes the new tennis facilities have played a part in attracting
new players. Furthermore, the Club has good links with Denstone College in Staffordshire
and recently sponsored the annual Queen Elizabeth Grammar School tennis tournament.
Up until four years ago there were six tennis clubs in Derbyshire Dales. However, Parwich
Tennis Club folded. Consultation with a representative from the Club attributed this to a
significant loss of members. It is believed that any remaining members went to play at
Ashbourne TC. Parwich Tennis Club used to play at Parwich Cricket Club. However, the site
is now mainly used for community play and coaching sessions for Parwich Primary School.
Future demand
Two out of the four responding clubs express plans to increase their membership numbers.
When asked to quantify potential growth, the two clubs report plans to increase membership
by a total of 50 seniors and 30 juniors, as seen in the table below.
Table 8.5: Summary of future demand
Name of club
Ashbourne Tennis Club
Baslow Tennis Club
Doveridge Tennis Club
Matlock and District Tennis Club
Total

Number of members
Seniors
Juniors
10
10
40
20
50
30

Both clubs confirm that the number of courts available is adequate to meet the needs of
current and potential future membership.
Ashbourne TC, which has a Club and Business Development Plan, has planning permission
for a fifth court. Should the Club’s membership increase enough, ensuring financial stability,
it would look to develop this court. In addition, should winter play increase, the Club would
look to install floodlights on the fourth court.
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Latent demand
No clubs in Derbyshire Dales report current latent demand in that no clubs operate a waiting
list and no clubs are turning away members due to a lack of available courts.
Sport England’s Segmentation Tool enables analysis of ‘the percentage of adults that would
like to participate in tennis but ‘are not currently doing so’. The tool identifies latent demand
of 1,377 people within Derbyshire Dales who would like to play tennis. The most dominant
segment is ‘Tim – settling down males’ of which 244 (18%) would like to participate in tennis.
Informal tennis
Improving park courts is a national priority for the LTA; however, it reports that unless tennis
courts are supported by changing facilities, a café and floodlighting, it becomes harder to run
a sustainable tennis programme, which therefore makes it harder to generate external
investment.
A number of sites in Derbyshire Dales fit this criteria; Hall Leys Park in Matlock offers pay
and play to the public as well as a tennis coaching programme run. Coaching programmes
are also run at Ashbourne Recreation Ground and B Recreation Ground. These coaching
programmes are run by Lawn Tennis Association coaches and cater for a range of ages and
abilities.
Consultation with Ashbourne TC highlights the popularity of the tennis programme held at
Ashbourne Recreation Ground which is operated by the District Council. However, it does
express concerns surrounding the standard of ancillary facilities, which it believes are further
declining in quality. The Club also feels it is in competition with this Council run coaching
programme, and would be interested in the programme being run from the Ashbourne TC
site, which is around a ten minute drive from Ashbourne Recreation Ground.
In addition to the coaching courses at Hall Leys Park, Ashbourne Recreation Ground and
Bakewell Recreation Ground, the Parwich Cricket Club site is also used by Parwich Primary
School for organised summer coaching sessions. The Parwich Cricket Club courts are also
available for pay and play.
The majority of clubs do not readily allow for casual use of their courts by the community,
with clubs preferring to remain strictly private, whilst others report that pay and play is
difficult to manage.
No education sites which are available for community use report any regular demand from
the community. However, Highfield School does leave the tennis courts on site open for
community use free of charge during the summer months.
8.4: Supply and demand analysis
Based on LTA guidelines, a floodlit court provides capacity for 60 members and a nonfloodlit court provides capacity for 40 members. Using this calculation in Derbyshire Dales,
only Baslow Sports Field is running above capacity as two floodlit courts (with capacity for
160 members) are currently servicing 230 members from Baslow TC, in addition to
expressed future demand totalling 60 members. Consultation with the Club highlights an
aspiration to expand as part of Baslow Sportsfield Trust and improve facilities. Looking into
the viability of this may be an option given the Club’s significant increase in junior members
over the last three years.
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As all remaining courts are deemed to have spare capacity, priority should be placed on
improving current facilities, in particular relating to park courts which are assessed as poor
quality.

Tennis summary
 There are a total of 64 (three of which are mini courts) tennis courts identified in Derbyshire
Dales with 39 (58%) categorised as being available for community use.
 Of provision that is available for community use, nine courts (23%) are assessed as good
quality, eight (22%) are deemed standard and 22 are rated as poor (56%).
 The majority of courts identified as being of poor quality are managed by either parish
councils or schools. This is likely to be attributed to there being a less regular maintenance
programme in place and courts being open access.
 All clubs with the exception of Doveridge TC report their ancillary facilities to be good or
adequate. Doveridge TC report that changing accommodation servicing their club is poor
quality.
 There are four clubs in Derbyshire Dales collectively providing a total of 236 senior members
and 274 junior members.
 The LTA reports that unless tennis courts are supported by changing facilities, a café and
floodlighting, it becomes harder to run a sustainable tennis programme. A number of sites
meet this criteria and coaching programmes are run from Hall Leys Park, Bakewell
Recreation Ground and Ashbourne Recreation Ground.
 Consultation with Ashbourne TC highlights poor quality ancillary provision servicing
Ashbourne Recreation Ground. Given that a coaching programme is run from this site and
the LTA’s suggested criteria for sustainable tennis programmes a resolution to this is
required.
 No education sites which are available for community use report any regular demand from
the community. However, Highfield School leave courts open for free community use through
the summer months.
 Based on LTA guidelines, Baslow Sports Field is running above capacity. In addition to
expressed future demand totalling 60 members. Consultation with the club highlights an
aspiration to expand as part of Baslow Sportsfield Trust and improve facilities. Looking into
the viability of this may be an option
 As all remaining courts are deemed to have spare capacity, priority should be placed on
improving current facilities, in particular relating to park courts which requirement quality
improvements.
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PART 9: CROQUET
9.1: Introduction
The Croquet Association is the national governing body for the sport of Croquet in England.
The sport is continuing to grow in popularity with over 200 clubs now registered with the
Croquet Association. A full size croquet lawn measures 35 yards (32m) by 28 yards (26.6m).
Consultation
There are two croquet clubs in Derbyshire Dales: Bakewell Croquet Club and Darley Dale
Croquet Club. Both clubs were consulted with via and online survey.
9.2: Supply
Quantity
Darley Dale Croquet Club plays at Whitworth Park and has three half sized croquet lawns.
Bakewell Croquet Club plays at Bakewell Recreation Ground and has two full sized lawns.
Quality
Both clubs rate the quality of the lawns they access as acceptable. Darley Dale Croquet
Club highlights aspirations to improve the lawns at Whiteworth Park due to unevenness and
issues with drainage. However, accepts this is expensive and beyond any funding that could
be raised or grants that may be provided. It is also aware that some of the quality issues are
caused due to the site being open access, allowing members of the public to use the lawns
for recreational purposes.
Darley Dale Croquet Club has improved the quality of its lawns through dedicated members
mowing, marking and seeding the lawns. The Club has also received a number of grants in
order to support this as well as equipment and running costs over the last five years,
including one from the District Council.
Ownership/management
Bakewell Croquet Club use Bakewell Recreation Ground under licence from the District
Council. However, the Club ultimately wants a more permanent and financially stable
agreement in relation to its use of the site. Bakewell Croquet Club shares maintenance
responsibilities with the District Council.
Darley Dale Croquet Club rent the lawns at Whitworth Park and pay an annual fee.
Maintenance of the lawns is shared between the Club and Whitworth Institute, with the Club
being responsible for mowing, marking and seeding.
Ancillary provision
Bakewell Croquet Club has access to a clubhouse which has toilets and a kitchen. These
facilities are also used by Bakewell Cricket Club and are owned by the District Council. The
clubs using the ancillary facilities and the District Council has joint responsibility for
maintenance. Darley Dale Croquet Club does not have access to any ancillary facilities
except for car parking.
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9.3: Demand
Both clubs have two teams. Bakewell Croquet Club has one team in the Midlands
Federation League and a team in the East Midlands Croquet Clubs League. Darley Dale
Croquet Club also has a team in the latter league, as well as a team in a friendly league.
Bakewell Croquet Club also hosts two tournaments a year as well as running fun days
during the croquet season.
Darley Dale Croquet Club play and train on Friday, Saturday and Sunday afternoons from
March through to October. During the same months, Bakewell Croquet club play and train
Monday and Thursday afternoons (2pm-5pm) and Saturday mornings (10am-12pm), with the
Thursday session providing coaching.
Future demand
Neither club has a desire to increase in membership numbers. However, Bakewell Croquet
Club is proposing to introduce a family membership for 2017, in order to encourage some
junior players.
9.4: Supply and demand analysis
The governing body recommends an average of 25 participants per lawn as a capacity
guideline. Given that Darley Dale Croquet Club currently has 38 members and the
equivalent of 1.5 pitches due to them only being half size, the site is currently just operating
above capacity. However, since the Club expresses no desire to expand this is not likely to
become an issue. Bakewell Recreation Ground has spare capacity and can also
accommodate any future growth.
Both clubs report that members are fairly local and participate due to the enjoyment and
opportunity for social interaction. This demonstrated the value that can be placed upon
sports such as croquet to support health and wellbeing in the Derbyshire Dales area.
Croquet summary
 There are two full sized and three half sized croquet lawns identified in Derbyshire Dales, all of
which are categorised as being available for community use.
 All lawns are rated as acceptable by the clubs accessing them. Darley Dale Croquet Club
highlights aspirations to improve the lawns at Whitworth Park due to unevenness and issues
with drainage.
 There are two clubs in Derbyshire Dales: Bakewell Croquet Club and Darley Dale Croquet
Club.
 Bakewell Croquet Club use Bakewell Recreation Ground under licence from the District
Council. However, the Club ultimately wants a more permanent and financially stable
agreement in relation to its use of the site. Darley Dale Croquet Club rent the lawns at
Whitworth Park and pay an annual fee.
 Bakewell Croquet Club has access to ancillary facilities. However, Darley Dale only has
access to parking.
 Neither club has a desire to increase in membership numbers. However, Bakewell Croquet
Club is proposing to introduce a family membership for 2017, in order to encourage some
junior players.
 Given that Darley Dale Croquet Club currently has 38 members and the equivalent of 1.5
pitches due to them only being half size, the site is currently just operating above capacity.
However, since the Club expresses no desire to expand this is not likely to become an issue.
Bakewell Recreation Ground has spare capacity and can also accommodate any future
growth.
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PART 10: MULTI USE GAMES AREAS
Introduction
The term multi use games area (MUGA) refers to any sport or games areas which are often
used for social and recreational sport in the community and are generally categorised into
typologies, as seen in the table below. They should be minimum of a five-a-side football
pitch (two tennis courts) in size and be marked out for at least three sports.
Table 10.1: Types of MUGAs
Type Number
Type One

Type of surface
Characteristics
Open textured porous Used for ball rebound
macadam
sports. Suitable for
wheelchair sports.

Sports played on surface
Tennis

Type Three

Polymeric surface
over macadam

Netball

Type Four

Polymeric surface
over macadam base

Type Five

Sand based/ filled
3G Pile

Type Two

Due to their greater shock
absorbency and lower
surface friction, these areas
are not recommended for
tennis or netball.
Shockpad and either
heavily doused with
water before play or filled or
dressed with sand
or rubber crumb

Netball

Football, basketball and
recreational activity

Formalised sports including
hockey, football, American
football, lacrosse, rugby.

A number of pitches mapped in figure 10.1, although could be classified as a MUGA, are
categorised as hockey suitable AGPs and are therefore discussed in further detail on Part 6:
Hockey. A number of MUGAs are also discussed in more detail within Part 8: Tennis.
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Figure 10.1: Location of MUGAs in Derbyshire Dales

Table 10.2: Key to map
Site
ID
1

Analysis area

Type

Abbotsholme School

South

2
3
5

Alport Lane Recreation Ground
Ashbourne Recreation Ground
Baslow Sports Field

North
South
North

Type one
Type five
Type one
Type one
Type five

11

Bridge Playing Fields

North

Type one

23

Great Longstone Recreation
Ground
Highfields School (Lumsdale
site)

North

Type one

Parish Council
DDDC
Community
organisation
Community
organisation
Parish Council

Central

Type one

School

27

Site
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Site
ID
28

Analysis area

Type

Highfields School (Starkholmes
site)
Lady Manners School

Central

Type one

North

38
39

Parwich Cricket Club
Queen Elizabeth Grammar
School

Central
South

41
42
43
54

Bakewell Recreation Ground
Sand Lane Recreation Ground
S. Anselms
Tideswell Sports Complex

Type one
Type one
Type one
Type one
Type five
Type one
Type one
Type one
Type five

57

Wirksworth Leisure Centre

Central

Hall Leys Park
Bradwell Recreation Ground
Youlgrave Playing Fields

Central
North
North

33

63
113.1
128.1

Site

North
South
North
North

Type five
Type five
Type five
Type one
Type one
Type one

Ownership/
management
School
School
Parish Council
School
DDDC
Club
School
Community
organisation
DDDC and
charitable trust
DDDC
Parish Council
Parish Council

11.1 Supply
In total, there are 19 sites identified as providing 24 MUGAs across Derbyshire Dales. North
Analysis Area has the most, with 11. The South and Central analysis areas both have four
each. All identified MUGAs are categorised as either type one or type five.
Most (nine) MUGAs identified are owned by a school. A further five are owned by parish
councils, while the remaining are owned by a combination of the District Council, clubs and
community organisations.
11.2 Quality
Upon non-technical assessment, most MUGAs (11) in Derbyshire Dales are assessed to be
poor quality, seven as standard quality and the remaining six, good quality.
Of those assessed as poor quality, seven are located within recreation grounds. It is
common for MUGAs at such sites to be left open, allowing for continual community use. This
high level of use alongside often fairly basic maintenance regimes, can lead to lower quality
surfaces, faded line markings and equipment e.g. basketball hoops and tennis nets
demonstrating signs of wear and tear.
Table 10.3: Summary of MUGA quality in Derbyshire Dales
Site ID
1
2
3
5

Site
Abbotsholme School
Alport Lane Recreation Ground
Ashbourne Recreation Ground
Baslow Sports Field
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Site ID
11
23

33

Site
Bridge Playing Fields
Great Longstone Recreation
Ground
Highfields School (Lumsdale site)
Highfields School (Starkholmes
site)
Lady Manners School

38
39

Parwich Cricket Club
Queen Elizabeth Grammar School

41
42
43
54
57

Bakewell Recreation Ground
Sand Lane Recreation Ground
S. Anselms
Tideswell Sports Complex
Wirksworth Leisure Centre

27
28

63
113.1
128.1

Hall Leys Park
Bradwell Recreation Ground
Youlgrave Playing Fields

Type
Type one
Type one

Analysis area
North
North

Quality rating
Standard
Poor

Type one
Type one

Central
Central

Poor
Poor

Type one
Type one
Type one
Type one
Type five
Type one
Type one
Type one
Type five
Type one
Type five
Type five
Type one
Type one
Type one

North

Good
Poor
Standard
Standard
Standard
Poor
Poor
Poor
Standard
Standard
Good
Good
Poor
Good
Poor

Central
South
North
South
North
North
Central

Central
North
North

11.3 Accessibility
A reasonable number of MUGAs in Derbyshire Dales are open access and are therefore
available to the community throughout the year and free of charge, including the following:







Alport Recreation Ground
Ashbourne Recreation Ground
Baslow Sports Field
Great Longstone Recreation Ground
Highfields School (Lumsdale Site)
Bakewell Recreation Ground







Sand Lane Recreation Ground
Hall Leys Park
Bradwell Recreation Ground
Tideswell Sports Complex
Youlgrave Playing Fields

The remaining MUGAs either have to be booked or are unavailable for community use.
MUGA summary
 In total, there are 19 sites identified as providing MUGAs in Derbyshire Dales. Across these
18 sites are 24 MUGAs. The North Analysis Area has the most with 11 MUGAs. The South
and Central analysis areas both have four MUGAs each.
 All identified MUGAs are categorised as either type one or type five.
 Of the 24 MUGAs identified, the majority (9) are owned by a school. A further five are owned
by parish councils, while the rest are owned by a combination of the Council, clubs,
community organisations and charitable trusts.
 The majority of MUGAs (11) in Derbyshire Dales are assessed as poor quality, seven are
evaluated as standard quality and the remaining six are good quality.
 A reasonable number of MUGAs in Derbyshire Dales are open access and are therefore
available to the community throughout the year and free of charge.
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PART 11: SKATE PARKS
Introduction
This section analyses the key activity of skateboarding, which has a strong presence in the
District. This type of activity predominantly appeals to young males with general reports that
95% of activity is undertaken by males in the 14-30 year olds age bracket.
Skateboarding is an action sport which involves riding and performing tricks using a
skateboard. It is a recognised recreational activity; however, in 2016, it was announced that
skateboarding will be represented at the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo, Japan. Since the
1970s, skate parks have been constructed specifically for use by skateboarders, freestyle
BMXers, aggressive skaters, and very recently, scooters.
The sport is governed by Skateboard England; a membership organisation working towards
Sport England recognised NGB status. Its principal function is to provide support for
individual skaters, clubs and skate schools and to provide structure and guidelines to ensure
that skating is being practiced in a safe and fun environment and for everyone to enjoy.
11.1 Supply
Derbyshire Dales has four skate parks, as shown in the table below together with a
description of each facility and its quality rating from a non-technical assessment.
Table 11.1: Skate parks in Derbyshire Dales, a description of each site and it’s quality rating
Site
ID
24.1

Site

Description

Hall Leys Park Play Area

Skate park built in 2005. Wooden and metal
ramps with a tarmac surface. Located in
centre of Hall Leys Park. Caters for novice
and intermediate skaters.
Wooden ramps with a tarmac surface.
Located at Fanny Shaw Playing Field. Quite a
large skate facility, which caters for both
novice and experienced skaters.
Wooden and metal ramps with a tarmac
surface. Located at Tideswell Sports
Complex.
Skate park located next to Ashbourne Leisure
Centre. Wooden ramps with a tarmac base. A
smaller facility than others in the area, with
fewer features.

62.1

Fanny Shaw Playing Fields
Play Area

126.1

Tideswell Bowling Green
Play Area

246

Ashbourne Leisure Centre
Skate Park

Quality
rating
Good

Poor

Good

Poor

There are currently discussions taking place regarding the relocation of the skate park at
Ashbourne Leisure Centre to Ashbourne Recreation Ground. There is also a community
group involved with this potential replacement.
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Figure 11.1: Location of all skate parks in Derbyshire Dales

11.2 Quality
Two skate parks, located at Hall Leys Park and Tideswell Sports Complex are rated as good
quality. The skate park at Fanny Shaw Playing Fields scores poor for quality due to lower
levels of equipment quality. This is also the case at the skate park located at Ashbourne
Leisure Centre. Furthermore, the Ashbourne Leisure Centre Skate Park lacks additional
ancillary facilities such as benches.
The Council acknowledge the importance of skate parks in the area, with residents often
travelling reasonable distances to access such facilities. As such, it is keen to improve skate
park provision where possible in the future.
11.3 Accessibility
All four skate parks are open for free community use. However, use at Ashbourne Leisure
Centre and Hall Leys Park is subject to opening and closing times.
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11.4 Summary
 Derbyshire Dales has four skate parks.
 There are currently discussions taking place regarding the relocation of the skate park at
Ashbourne Leisure Centre to Ashbourne Recreation Ground.

 Two skate parks, located at Hall Leys Park and Tideswell Sports Complex are rated as good



quality. The skate parks in the area are rated as poor quality due to lower standards of
equipment quality and fewer additional ancillary features.
All four skate parks are open for free community use. Use at both the Ashbourne Leisure Centre
and Hall Leys Park is subject to opening and closing times.
The Council acknowledge the importance of skate parks in the area, with residents often
travelling reasonable distances to access such facilities. As such, it is keen to improve skate park
provision where possible in the future.
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APPENDIX 1: SPORTING CONTEXT
The following section outlines a series of national, regional and local policies pertaining to
the study and which will have an important influence on the Strategy.
National context
The provision of high quality and accessible community outdoor sports facilities at a local
level is a key requirement for achieving the targets set out by the Government and Sport
England. It is vital that this strategy is cognisant of and works towards these targets in
addition to local priorities and plans.
Sport England
Sport England (SE) aims to ensure positive planning for sport, enabling the right facilities to
be provided in the right places, based on up to date assessment of need for all levels of
sport and all sectors of the community. This draft assessment report has been produced for
BDC using the principles and tools identified in the Sport England guide ‘Assessing Needs
and Opportunities for Indoor and Outdoor Sports Facilities’ (ANOG).
Figure 2.1: ANOG model

As illustrated, Sport England regards an
assessment of need as core to the
planning for sporting provision. This
assessment report thus reviews outdoor
sporting facility needs and provides a
basis for future strategic planning.

Sporting Future: A new strategy for an active nation
A new Government strategy for sport was released in December 2015. This confirms the
recognition and understanding that sport makes a positive difference through broader means
and that it will help the sector to deliver five simple but fundamental outcomes: physical
health, mental health, individual development, social and community development and
economic development. In order to measure its success in producing outputs which accord
with these aims it has also adopted a series of 23 performance indicators under nine key
headings, as follows:





More people taking part in sport and physical activity.
More people volunteering in sport.
More people experiencing live sport.
Maximising international sporting success.
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Maximising international and domestic sporting success and the impact of major events.
A more productive and sustainable sport sector.
A more financially and organisationally sustainable sport sector.
A more responsible sport sector.

Sport England: Towards an Active Nation
Sport England’s new strategy identifies that it will invest in:








Tackling inactivity
Children and young people
Volunteering – a dual benefit
Taking sport and activity into the mass market
Supporting sport’s core market
Local delivery
Facilities

These seven investment programmes will be underpinned by a new workforce strategy and
a new coaching plan.
Figure 2.2: Sport England Strategy 2016-2021
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Economic value of sport to the nation
Sport, leisure, recreation and culture are all important economic drivers. In 2010, sport and
sport-related activity contributed £20.3 billion to the English economy – 1.9% of the England
total. The contribution to employment is even greater – sport and sport-related activity is
estimated to support 400,000+ full-time equivalent jobs, 2.3% of all jobs in England.
Volunteering in sport, and the health benefits derived, also have an impact on the economy.
The estimated economic value of sport-related volunteering is £2.7 billion. The annual value
of health benefits from people taking part in sport is estimated at £11.2 billion.
The benefits of sport include the well-being/happiness of individuals taking part, improved
health and education, reduced youth crime, environmental benefits, regeneration and
community development, and benefits to the individual and wider society through
volunteering. Consumption of sport benefits includes the well-being/happiness of spectators,
and the national pride/feel good factor derived from sporting success/ achievement. It
contributes to reductions in crime and anti-social behaviour, particularly amongst young
people and have a net impact on the environment; where, for example, more people are
encouraged to walk and cycle, emissions and congestion can reduce.
Public Health England: Everybody Active, Everyday
In October 2014 Public Health England (PHE) produced its plan to tackle low activity levels
across the country. Along with making the case for physical activity, this identifies four areas
where measures need to be taken at a national and local level:
 Active society: creating a social movement, shifting social norms so that physical activity
becomes a routine part of daily life.
 Moving professionals: activating networks of expertise. Making every contact with the
health sector count to push the ‘active’ message and to deliver the message through
other sectors including education, sports and leisure, transport and planning.
 Active environments: creating the right spaces. Making available and accessible
appropriate environments that encourage people to be active every day.
 Moving at scale: scaling up interventions that make us active. Maximising existing
assets that enable communities to be active.
National Planning Policy Framework
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out planning policies for England. It
details how these changes are expected to be applied to the planning system. It also provides
a framework for local people and their councils to produce distinct local and neighbourhood
plans, reflecting the needs and priorities of local communities.
The NPPF states the purpose of the planning system is to contribute to the achievement of
sustainable development. It identifies that the planning system needs to focus on three themes
of sustainable development: economic, social and environmental. A presumption in favour of
sustainable development is a key aspect for any plan-making and decision-taking processes.
In relation to plan-making the NPPF sets out that Local Plans should meet objectively
assessed needs.
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The ‘promoting healthy communities’ theme identifies that planning policies should be based
on robust and up-to-date assessments of the needs for open space, sports and recreation
facilities and opportunities for new provision. Specific needs and quantitative or qualitative
deficiencies or surpluses in local areas should also be identified. This information should be
used to inform what provision is required in an area.
As a prerequisite the NPPF states existing open space, sports and recreation buildings and
land, including playing fields, should not be built on unless:
 An assessment has been undertaken, which has clearly shown that the open space,
buildings or land is surplus to requirements.
 The loss resulting from the proposed development would be replaced by equivalent or
better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable location.
 The development is for alternative sports and recreational provision, the needs for which
clearly outweigh the loss.
In order for planning policies to be ‘sound’ local authorities are required to carry out a robust
assessment of need for open space, sport and recreation facilities.
The FA National Game Strategy (2015 – 2019)
The Football Association’s (FA) National Game Strategy provides a strategic framework that
sets out key priorities, expenditure proposals and targets for the national game (i.e., football)
over a four year period. The main issues facing grassroots football are identified as:
 Sustain and increase participation.
 Ensure access to education sites to accommodate the game.
 Help players to be the best that they can be and provide opportunities for them to
progress from grassroots to elite.
 Recruit, retain and develop a network of qualified referees.
 Support clubs, leagues and other competition providers to develop a safe, inclusive and
positive football experience for everyone.
 Support Clubs and Leagues to become sustainable businesses, understanding and
serving the needs of players and customers.
 Improve grass pitches through the pitch improvement programme to improve existing
facilities and changing rooms.
 Deliver new and improved facilities including new Football Turf Pitches.
 Work with priority Local Authorities enabling 50% of mini-soccer and youth matched to
be played on high quality artificial grass pitches.
England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) Cricket Unleashed 5 Year Plan
The England and Wales Cricket Board unveiled a new strategic five-year plan in 2016
(available at http://www.cricketunleashed.com). Its success will be measured by the number
of people who play, follow or support the whole game.
The plan sets out five important headline elements and each of their key focuses, these are:
 More Play – make the game more accessible and inspire the next generation of
players, coaches, officials and volunteers. Focus on:
 Clubs and leagues
 Kids
 Communities
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 Casual
 Great Teams – deliver winning teams who inspire and excite through on-field
performance and off-field behaviour. Focus on:
 Pathway
 Support
 Elite Teams
 England Teams
 Inspired Fans – put the fan at the heart of our game to improve and personalise the
cricket experience for all. Focus on:
 Fan focus
 New audiences
 Global stage
 Broadcast and digital
 Good Governance and Social Responsibility – make decisions in the best interests
of the game and use the power of cricket to make a positive difference. Focus on:
 Integrity
 Community programmes
 Our environments
 One plan
 Strong Finance and Operations – increase the game’s revenues, invest our resources
wisely and administer responsibly to secure the growth of the game. Focus on:
 People
 Revenue and reach
 Insight
 Operations
The Rugby Football Union National Facilities Strategy (2013-2017)
The RFU National Facility Strategy 2013-2017 provides a framework for development of
high-quality, well-managed facilities that will help to strengthen member clubs and grow the
game in communities around them. In conjunction with partners, this strategy will assist and
support clubs and other organisations, so that they can continue to provide quality
opportunities for all sections of the community to enjoy the game. It sets out the broad facility
needs of the sport and identifies investment priorities to the game and its key partners. It
identifies that with 470 grass root clubs and 1500 players there is a continuing need to invest
in community club facilities in order to:
 Create a platform for growth in club rugby participation and membership, especially with
a view to exploiting the opportunities afforded by RWC 2015.
 Ensure the effectiveness and efficiency of rugby clubs, through supporting not only their
playing activity but also their capacity to generate revenue through a diverse range of
activities and partnerships.
In summary the priorities for investment which have met the needs of the game for the
previous period remain valid:
 Increase the provision of changing rooms and clubhouses that can sustain concurrent
adult and junior male and female activity at clubs.
 Improve the quality and quantity of natural turf pitches and floodlighting.
 Increase the provision of artificial grass pitches that deliver wider game development.
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It is also a high priority for the RFU to target investment in the following:
 Upgrade and transform social, community and catering facilities, which can support the
generation of additional revenues.
 Facility upgrades, which result in an increase in energy-efficiency, in order to reduce the
running costs of clubs.
 Pitch furniture, including rugby posts and pads, pitch side spectator rails and grounds
maintenance equipment.
England Hockey (EH) - A Nation Where Hockey Matters (2013-2017)
EH have a clear vision, a powerful philosophy and five core objectives that all those who
have a role in advancing Hockey can unite behind. With UK Sport and Sport England’s
investment, and growing commercial revenues, EH are ambitious about how they can take
the sport forward in Olympic cycles and beyond.
“The vision is for England to be a ‘Nation Where Hockey Matters’. A nation where hockey is
talked about at dinner tables, playgrounds and public houses, up and down the country. A
nation where the sport is on the back pages of our newspapers, where children dream of
scoring a goal for England’s senior hockey team, and where the performance stirs up
emotion amongst the many, not the few”
England Hockey aspires to deepen the passion of those who play, deliver and follow sport
by providing the best possible environments and the best possible experiences. Whilst
reaching out to new audiences by making the sport more visible, available and relevant and
through the many advocates of hockey.
Underpinning all this is the infrastructure which makes the sport function. EH understand the
importance of volunteers, coaches, officials, clubs and facilities. The more inspirational
people can be, the more progressive Hockey can be and the more befitting the facilities can
be, the more EH will achieve. The core objectives are as follows:






Grow our Participation
Deliver International Success
Increase our Visibility
Enhance our Infrastructure
Be a strong and respected Governing Body

England Hockey has a Capital Investment Programme (CIP) that is planned to lever £5.6
million investment into hockey facilities over the next four years, underpinned by £2m million
from the National Governing Body. With over 500 pitches due for refurbishment in the next
4-8 years, there will be a large focus placed on these projects through this funding stream.
The current level of pitches available for hockey is believed to be sufficient for the medium
term needs, however in some areas, pitches may not be in the right places in order to
maximize playing opportunities
England Hockey Strategy
Vision: For every hockey club in England to have appropriate and sustainable facilities that
provide excellent experiences for players.
Mission: More, Better, Happier Players with access to appropriate and sustainable
facilities.
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Our club market is well structured and clubs are required to affiliate to England Hockey to
play in community leagues. As a result only relatively few occasional teams lie outside our
affiliation structure. Schools and Universities are the other two areas where significant
hockey is played.
The 3 main objectives of the facilities strategy are:
1. PROTECT: To conserve the existing hockey provision
We currently have over 800 pitches that are used by hockey clubs (club, school,
universities.) We need to retain the current provision where appropriate to ensure that
hockey is maintained across the country.
2. IMPROVE: To improve
administratively).

the

existing

facilities

stock

(physically

and

The current facilities stock is ageing and there needs to be strategic investment into
refurbishing the pitches and ancillary facilities. There needs to more support for clubs to
obtain better agreements with facilities providers & education around owning an asset.
3. DEVELOP: To strategically build new hockey facilities where there is an identified
need and ability to deliver and maintain. This might include consolidating hockey
provision in a local area where appropriate.
The research has identified key areas across the country where there is a lack of suitable
Hockey provision and there is a need for additional pitches. There is an identified demand
for multi pitches in the right places to consolidate hockey and allow clubs to have all of their
provision catered for at one site.
2015-2018 British Tennis Strategy
The new strategy is presented in a concise one page framework that includes key strategies
relating to three participation "focus" areas, six participation "drivers" and three participation
"enablers". To achieve success, the 12 strategy areas will need to work interdependently to
stem the decline and unlock sustainable growth:
The three participation “focus” areas are where tennis is consumed:
 Deliver great service to clubs
 Build partnerships in the community, led by parks
 Enhance the tennis offer in education
The six participation "drivers" are the areas that will make the biggest difference where
tennis is consumed. They must all be successful on a standalone and interconnected basis
and include:







Becoming more relevant to coaches
Refocusing on recreational competition
Providing results orientated facility investment
Applying best in class marketing and promotion
Jump starting the peak summer season
Establishing a "no compromise" high performance programme with focus
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The final layer is comprised of three participation "enablers" that underpin our ability to be
successful. These enablers are rooted in how the LTA will get better; how the entire network
of partners must be harnessed to work together and the need to raise more financial
resources to fund our sport's turnaround. They include:
 Becoming a more effective and efficient LTA
 Harnessing the full resource network
 Generating new revenue
For further information and more detail on
http://www.lta.org.uk/about-the-lta/structure-vision

the

framework

please

go

to

British Crown Green Bowling Association
Please note there is no current facility guidance provided by British Crown Green Bowling
Association responsible for crown green bowls in England.
http://crowngreenbowls.sharepoint.com/Pages/default.aspx
Bowls England: Strategic Plan 2014-2017
Bowls England will provide strong leadership and work with its stakeholders to support the
development of the sport of bowls in England for this and future generations.
The overall vision of Bowls England is to:
 Promote the sport of outdoor flat green bowls.
 Recruit new participants to the sport of outdoor flat green bowls.
 Retain current and future participants within the sport of flat green bowls.
In order to ensure that this vision is achieved, ten key performance targets have been
created, which will underpin the work of Bowls England up until 31st March 2017.











115,000 individual affiliated members.
1,500 registered coaches.
Increase total National Championship entries by 10%.
Increase total national competition entries by 10%.
Medal places achieved in 50% of events at the 2016 World Championships.
35 county development plans in place and operational.
County development officer appointed by each county association.
National membership scheme implemented with 100% uptake by county associations.
Secure administrative base for 1st April 2017.
Commercial income to increase by 20%.

Despite a recent fall in affiliated members, and a decline in entries into National
Championships over the last five years, Bowls England believes that these aims will be
attained by following core values. The intention is to:






Be progressive.
Offer opportunities to participate at national and international level.
Work to raise the profile of the sport in support of recruitment and retention.
Lead the sport.
Support clubs and county associations.
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