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is present in views from both The Hill and
Willersley. Here, there are occasional small fields,
separated by drystone walls, with traces of
Cromford’s soughs preserved as a series of mounds
running down the hillside (the location of air
vents), and packhorse routes contouring the hill, all
visible in low sunlight.

In designating the Derwent Valley Mills as a World
Heritage Site, UNESCO required a “buffer zone”
to be defined, which safeguards the setting of the
site. This is primarily the visual envelope, extending
from ridge to ridge and up the Derwent valley to a
few key landmarks. The buffer zone largely includes
those areas that are visible from the conservation
area, although it excludes a few sites, such as High
Tor and Matlock Moor.
The wooded slopes of the valleys and rocky ridges
provide visual containment that helps to foster the
sense of seclusion of Cromford as an industrial
settlement, far removed from the main urban areas.
Today, with major improvements in the local road
layout, and good connections between the major
towns of the district, its relative isolation in the 18th
century is no longer immediately apparent. The
wider setting has changed over the years,
particularly Matlock’s expansion in the late 19th
century, which is evident in long vistas out from
Cromford looking to the north.

Cromford Moor viewed from the lead-miners footpaths above
Cromford Hill
From Allen’s Hill within Cromford there are
important views out of the village to the west,
where Balleye Quarry appears as a prominent
outcrop, as does the higher ground of Cromford
Hill, the crest of the ridge rather dramatically
underscored by Dene Quarry. From Cromford Hill
there are wide views across the valley to High Tor,
above Matlock Bath, and occasional views of Riber
Castle, above Matlock, peeping above the ridgeline
and beyond as far as Matlock Moor.

Although the conservation area boundary was
designated primarily in association with the
settlement, the boundary has been gradually
extended over the years to take in more of the
landscape setting. To a large extent this reflects the
importance of its designed landscape setting and
the activities of the wealthy local industrialists and
entrepreneurs in adapting this environment. The
boundary is generous in places in recognition that it
is sometimes difficult to identify a physical
boundary between the built-up areas and the
wooded slopes of the hillsides. There has been less
recognition of its industrial landscape setting, with
the boundary drawn tightly around the buildings at
the southern perimeter of the conservation area,
excluding the lead-mined landscape and buildings
between The Hill and Black Rock. The boundary
also excludes the main route of the 1849 railway
line and includes only a fragment of the canal.
Wherever one is within Cromford, the wider setting
of the Derwent valley is constantly present in
views, which sometimes stretch as far as Matlock to
the north and down the valley to Lea Wood to the
south. Its landscape setting occasionally filters into
the urban character of the village, through the
presence of limestone outcrops and quarries and
through the heavily wooded hillsides which come
down into stretches of the settlement, behind
Cromford Hill, within Bonsall Hollow, above
Masson Mill on Masson Hill and at Willersley. The
moorland on the southern slopes of Cromford Hill

View of the Balleye Quarry outcrop and Chapel Hill from
Allen’s Hill
In so many places within the conservation area, the
wider setting of the valley is important for either
dramatic contrast or for continuity.
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The “picturesque” landscape was deliberately
manipulated to create manufactured views, to
conceal the less attractive elements and to show off
the best views. Hence, Arkwright’s approach to
Willersley was via the entrance drive on Church
Walk, completely avoiding the route past the mills.
Matlock Bath was visited by tourists for the
medicinal properties of its warm springs from
about 1700, but at that time its natural beauty was
only just beginning to be appreciated. Cromford, in
its wider landscape setting, provides a continuation
of the same sort of dramatic scenery and exploited
historic views. Arkwright would have been acutely
aware of the interest in the “sublime” and
“picturesque” and in laying out the design of his
own houses he made the most of the landscape
setting of the gorge. Many relationships are
coincidental but many are also by design and it is
likely that some of these have been lost over the
years as a result of a large amount of unmanaged
tree growth.

Dene Quarry above Cromford Hill viewed from Allen’s Hill
By the middle of the 18th century the spectacular
elements of the landscape were becoming
increasingly valued for their intrinsic beauty.
Richard Arkwright arrived in Cromford at a time
when the interest in the picturesque qualities of the
landscape was just starting to become a national
phenomenon. The “picturesque”, as a concept,
evolved towards the end of the 18th century.
Masson Mill evoked a lot of interest for its impact
on the setting of the valley and was criticised by
Uvedale Price in his Essays on the Picturesque
“nothing can equal them (cotton manufactories) for the
purpose of dis-beautifying an enchanting piece of scenery.....
they contaminate the most interesting views”.

The setting of the conservation area is contained in
many places by the valley sides and in several places
the boundary of the conservation area follows the
ridge, above Scarthin, above Willersley and Bonsall
Hollow.
Elsewhere, the boundary of the conservation area is
tighter and the setting is more vulnerable. One
instance where the setting has been compromised is
where the edge of the conservation area finishes in
Bonsall Hollow. It is here that an Arkwright Mill
stood until the late 1990’s. It is the site of this
former mill that now accommodates the stone

The setting of the Matlock gorge was described
more favourably in 1838 (The Gem of the Peak);
“The view (on entering Matlock Dale from Cromford)… is
remarkably bold and mountainous; the noble peak of
Masson is seen raising its lofty head over the windings of the
Dale, which is here narrow, finely curved, and profusely
wooded.”

View of Cromford from Castle Top; the 18th century
Arkwright houses are posed at the entrance to the Matlock
Gorge
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processing plant. The modern industrial units of
the stone processing plant and the associated
tipping and spoil heaps are an eyesore.
The wooded setting of the Derwent valley is
recognised and valued for its ecology and it is true
that there are several places with ancient woodland,
but it is also likely that as well as the woodland
managed for coppice timber, the valley would have
been denuded at times in association with the lead
mining industry. Much of the present lush, verdant
setting of the valley sides can be attributed to the
18th century and 19th century planting that took
place. In particular the landowners added exotic
shrubs and trees, especially evergreens, which
create interest all-year-round. In 1802 it was
recorded that Richard Arkwright Junior had been
planting on average 50,000 trees per year.
The wider setting of the conservation area is
important for the need to recognise the significant
views out from and into the conservation area.
These include:
•

Views of High Tor and Riber Castle
from Cromford Hill

•

Views of Castle Top from Rock House,
Willersley & Cromford Hill

•

Views of Cromford, the flood plain and
main houses from Castle Top

•

Views of Cromford & particularly
Willersley from Black Rock

•

Views of the rising hillside from either
side of the Hill, through gaps between
the houses.

The main threats to the setting of the conservation
area are from development on high ground, on
ridges, outcrops and on the higher valley sides, and
from quarry expansion. The exploitation of the
minerals within this area of Derbyshire has a long
history, first in association with lead-mining and
more recently for quarrying. The expansion of local
quarries has the potential for a significant impact
on the setting of the conservation area.
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6. Landscape Appraisal

LANDSCAPE APPRAISAL
Preamble

Other Planning Designations (see Figure 8)

The natural and man-made landscapes that provide
the setting for buildings are important elements
affecting any Conservation Area.
This is
particularly the case with Cromford where the built
environment cannot be isolated from its setting
which is characterised by the diverse nature of its
landscape. Dominated by the valley formations
carved by the River Derwent and Bonsall Brook,
precipitous limestone cliffs; steep wooded hillsides;
open riverside meadows; quiet canalside walks and
historic parkland are all contained within its
boundaries.

The special designations applied to many of the
natural/ semi natural features of the Conservation
Area reflect the high quality and importance of the
landscape
Special Areas of Conservation (S.A.C)
Special Areas of Conservation are designated under
the provisions of the European Directive
92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural
Habitats and of Wild Flora and Fauna. Any plan or
project that is likely to have significant effect on a
European site which is not directly connected with
the management of that site for nature conservation
must be subject to an appropriate assessment which
shall determine if that plan or policy will adversely
affect the integrity of the site.
The eastern riverside area of Hagg Wood
(to the north and north west of Willersley Castle)
and Via Gellia Woodlands form part of the Peak
District Dales S.A.C.
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (S.S.S.I)

The landscape setting of the Cromford Conservation Area

English Nature designates Sites of Special Scientific
Interest under the provisions of Section 28 of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. Advanced
written notice of any works specified on the list of
operations likely to damage the special interest of
the site for which there is no existing consent needs
to be given to English Nature and consent obtained
before that work can go ahead.

This appraisal is undertaken as part of the wider
study of the Cromford Conservation Area. It is
based upon an examination of the planning and
historical context and a visual assessment of
landscape elements, being particularly concerned
with the components that most influence the
character and quality of the environment.
Planning Context

There are four areas which benefit from the S.S.S.I.
designation within the Conservation Area:

Conservation Area – Location and Extent

x An area to the north west of Masson Mill forms
part of the Masson Hill S.S.S.I.
x Hagg Wood forms part of the Matlock Woods
S.S.S.I.
x Woodland to the south of the A5012 Water
Lane/ Via Gellia forms part of the Via Gellia
Woodlands S.S.S.I.
x Part of the Cromford Canal S.S.S.I.

The Cromford Conservation Area is approximately
106 hectares in extent. Its location is centred on the
village of Cromford and the River Derwent at the
southern end of the limestone gorge that contains
Matlock Bath. It comprises most of the village and
the Masson and Cromford Mills along with the
historic landscapes associated with Willersley Castle,
other major houses and transport and drainage
systems of historic importance.

Also, just outside the Conservation Area boundary,
to the west, there is an extensive area of
unimproved herb rich grassland designated as the
Rose End Meadows S.S.S.I.

Originally designated in 1971 it was subsequently
extended in 1978 partly in order to include historic
landscapes to the west of the railway station and
again in 1990 to encompass historic landscapes to
the east.
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World Heritage Site - The whole of the
Conservation Area falls within the
Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site
with the exception of a small area of
open fields within the extreme south
eastern corner

*

DD380

KEY

Regionally
Important
Geological
Geomorphological Sites (R.I.G.S)

and

The boundary of the World Heritage Site encloses
approximately 1229 hectares and the Buffer Zone
extends to 4363 hectares.

R.I.G.S. is a non-statutory designation afforded to
sites of significant geological and geomorphological
value. The R.I.G.S. register is maintained by the
Derbyshire R.I.G.S. steering group. R.I.G.S. are
protected within the land use policies of statutory
Local Plans.

It is a unique cultural landscape of industrial
buildings, related housing, canal, road and railway
architecture set, for the most part, within a green
landscape.

There are two R.I.G.S within the Conservation
Area:

The Buffer Zone is defined in order to protect the
site from development that would damage its
setting.

x Scarthin Rock R.I.G.S. immediately to the
south of the River Derwent opposite Willersley
Castle.
x Part of Wildcat Crags R.I.G.S. to the north of
Willersley Castle

The Derwent Valley Mills Management Plan sets
the framework for the integrated and pro-active
management of the cultural landscape to ensure its
special qualities are sustained and preserved for
future generations.

Just outside the Conservation Area in the extreme
south west, Dene Quarry is also designated a
R.I.G.S.

The designated site is protected within the land use
policies of the statutory Local Plan.
Historic Parks and Gardens

Wildlife (D.W.S.R) Sites
This is a non-statutory designation afforded to areas
identified as important for nature conservation.
The Register of Wildlife Sites is maintained by
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. The designated sites are
protected within the land use policies of the
statutory Local Plan.

The register of Parks and Gardens of Special
Historic Interest in England is maintained by
English Heritage who are enabled to designate sites
which are of particular national historic importance
under the Historic Buildings and Ancient
Monuments Act 1953 (as modified by the National
Heritage Act 1983-4).

There are three D.W.S.R. Wildlife Site within the
Conservation Area:

There is one site within the Conservation Area at
Willersley Castle which is included on the Register.

x Site DD105 known as the Wapping Complex
located to the north west of Masson Mill
x Site DD379 Scarthin Rock.
x Site DD380 Scarthin Nick
Just beyond the Conservation Area boundary to the
east of the station a site known as Cromford Station
Pasture is also designated as DD324.

The site is protected within the land use policies of
the statutory Local Plan.
Protected Trees (see Figure 9)
The Conservation Area designation provides all
trees with a stem girth of 75 mm and above
measured 1 metre above ground level with a
measure of protection against felling, lopping or
topping without providing six weeks notice to the
Council. In addition Tree Preservation Orders
(T.P.O.s) have been placed on a number of
individual and groups of trees within the Area.
Works to trees covered by T.P.O.s can only be
undertaken with the written consent of the Council
except where they are deemed to be dead, dying or
dangerous. It may be a requirement to replace any
protected tree that is felled with a tree of
appropriate species and size.

Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site
With the exception of an area of open fields in the
extreme south east the whole of the Conservation
Area is included within the Derwent Valley Mills
World Heritage Site.
The Derwent Valley Mills site was inscribed on the
World Heritage list in December 2001. It extends
from Matlock Bath to Derby and defines a cultural
landscape of exceptional significance due, in the
main, to its association with pioneering innovations
in textile manufacture and the development of
manufacturing and technology.
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To the north and west of the Conservation Area the
White Peak landscape character area is dominant.
The landscape character of both the Limestone
Slopes and Limestone Dales landscape types is
strongly influenced by the underlying geology which
creates a moderate to steeply sloping fringe to the
limestone plateau with streams and rivers cutting
narrow, steep sided valleys.

Safeguarding Important Recreation Sites
The Council has identified sites that it considers are
so important for recreation that it will protect them
from development. One such site – Cromford
Cricket Club and Matlock Rugby Club - lies just
outside the Conservation Area to the east between
the canal and the railway.

The Carboniferous Limestone is hard and only
slowly eroded giving rise to an undulating landform
with many hill summits and extensive areas of
exposed rock which are often formed into
precipitous rock buttresses with scree slopes.

Protection of Important Open Spaces
The Council recognises that within every settlement
there are open spaces that are important to their
character and appearance and that development on
these areas would be harmful. As a consequence
they are given special protection within the local
plan.

Valley floors are characterised by narrow, flat
floodplains through which streams and rivers flow
quickly.

There is one such site, at the Greyhound Pond,
within the Conservation Area and another off
Hawthorn Drive just outside the Conservation Area
to the west.

Other features of the landscape include the small
pits and hummocks associated with the historic lead
mining industry and found in many fields. Most of
the remains date from the 17th to 19th centuries,
though some are earlier.

Landscape Character

Quarrying is also a prominent feature.

The landscape character of the Conservation Area is
complex.

Soils tend to be fine, loamy brown earths over a free
draining bed rock. Soil cover is thinnest on the
steeper rocky slopes and hill crests and
opportunities for providing improved pasture for
agriculture are limited.

The area falls within both the White Peak and the
Derbyshire Peak Fringe and Lower Derwent
landscape character areas which are divided into
four separate landscape types as identified within
the “Landscape Character of Derbyshire”
(Derbyshire County Council 2004)

Dry stone walls of random sized limestone rubble
are the traditional field boundary treatment. These
enclose small to medium, semi-regular fields

Landscape Character Map

Where slopes are steepest and soil cover thinnest,
extensive tree cover is a characteristic and key
feature of the dales some of which contain broad
tracts of ancient semi-natural woodland. Scrub and
localised patches of gorse and bracken colonises
abandoned pasture or otherwise neglected land.
The overall effect is one where trees and steep
slopes create a strong sense of enclosure with
contained or filtered views through the landscape
and occasional long views to the high points beyond
revealed as a result of the dramatic topography.

Approx extent of C.A.

White Peak
Limestone Slopes

Ecological value lies in the mix of semi – natural
habitats which include deciduous woodland, large
tracts of floristically diverse unimproved grassland,
areas of colonising scrub, exposed rock and scree
with their associated fauna and flora and the river/
stream channels. Habitats of particular interest
have developed in areas of former lead mining.

Limestone Dales
Derbyshire

Peak

Fringe

and

Lower

Derwent

Wooded Slopes and Valleys
Riverside Meadows
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To the south and east of the Conservation Area the
Derbyshire Peak Fringe and Lower Derwent
landscape character area is divided into the Wooded
Slopes and Valleys and Riverside Meadows
landscape types.

Appraisal
Topography
Diverse and, at times, dramatic topography is a
significant element of the character of the
Conservation Area.
Though the centre of
Cromford – The Market Place – is situated on an
area of levelled ground at the junction of the narrow
wooded valleys of the River Derwent and Bonsall
Brook it is “The Hill”, alongside which much of the
village extends, that is its most characteristic
landscape feature. Separating Cromford from
Wirksworth “The Hill” rises approximately 222
metres to Bolehill in the south where Black Rock is
its most salient feature.

Underlying geology ranges from sandstone, beneath
the higher ground to the west, to the mudstones
and gravels of the broad floodplain of the River
Derwent.
Soils reflect the geology being coarse, loamy and
well drained on the sandstone and where the slopes
are steepest and seasonally waterlogged clayey loams
and gleys on the lower slopes and within the
floodplain.
All are agriculturally poor and
permanent grassland is dominant.

To the north the Conservation Area is overlooked
by the dramatic Wild Cat Crags which rise above
Hagg Wood while natural and man made blasting of
the limestone geology has punctuated the landscape
with the rocky masses associated with Scarthin.

Valuable wildlife habitat is provided by the River
Derwent which is fairly wide and deep and contains
relatively clean water. Associated wet meadows,
which remain partially waterlogged for much of the
year, support marsh vegetation with rushes which is
a diminishing habitat type. Further diversity is
provided by bands of scrub and secondary
woodland fringing the transport corridors and this
is reinforced with a network of waterways,
woodland bands and hedgerows. On thin soils
patches of heathy acid grassland with bracken, gorse
and occasional heather can be found. Bracken is
widespread along field boundaries and roadside
verges.

As the River Derwent leaves the gorge more level
and open ground associated with, at first, the
grounds of Willersley castle then increasingly with
the broader stretches of the river’s floodplain
becomes characteristic in the east.
Vegetation
Woodland is a significant part of the setting of the
Conservation Area and influential with regard to its
character. It extends across the steeper valley
slopes of the River Derwent and Bonsall Brook to a
degree that is almost ubiquitous. Much of it,
associated with Hagg Wood to the north and The
Via Gellia Woodland to the west, is ancient/ semi
natural, its value being confirmed by the special
designations applied to it, not only for the sake of
the trees but also the whole range of flora and fauna
that make up the woodland habitat. (see above).

The Cromford Canal provides valuable fresh water
habitat supporting a wide range of aquatic and
marginal vegetation and a rich aquatic fauna.
Patches of semi-natural woodland – many of them
ancient - are widespread and associated with the
poorer soils on the slopes and valley bottoms.
Small areas of wet woodland can be found on the
seasonally waterlogged soils. Extensive secondary
woodland is associated with the road, rail and canal
transport corridors developing as a consequence of
the industrialisation of the Derwent Valley.

To the south and east, woodland is a less important
component of a landscape of pastoral slopes and
the river floodplain. Here, trees are more tightly
associated with linear features such as the river, the
canal, the railway and field boundaries. Some small
groups and individual parkland trees are important
particularly within the grounds of Willersley Castle
and, to a lesser extent, within expansive grassland
associated with the floodplain close to the canal and
the recreation ground.

Continuous lines of trees associated with streams
and, in particular, the River Derwent, are
characteristic. Scattered parkland trees are also a
feature of the floodplain.

Individual and groups of trees set alongside
highways (particularly those on the main approaches
to the village), in domestic gardens, within
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institutional grounds, such as Alison House, and
incidental open space contribute positively to the
environmental quality of the village and the setting
of the Conservation Area.

above Willersley Castle and higher ground to the
south.

Transportation

For the purposes of detailed description and
appraisal the Conservation Area can be divided into
four zones which either display distinctive
characteristics which set them apart or are physically
separated. These, in turn, can be subdivided for
ease of location.

Zones (see Fig 10)

Cromford was founded as a crossing point of the
River Derwent (the Domesday book of 1086 makes
mention of “Crumforde” which translates as “a ford
by a bend”) and some of the earliest remaining
evidence of settlement is found at Cromford Bridge
which was constructed in the fifteenth century with
a bridge chapel (now ruined) on its eastern side.

ZONE 1 – Northern Area

Though the crossing point made travel to
Wirksworth, Matlock, Chesterfield and Bakewell
possible communications by road remained
problematic until industrialisation of the valley led
to the blasting of routes through the limestone east
to west and north to south in the early nineteenth
century.

Willersley
The sub zone comprises most of the area of
Willersley Castle grounds included on the register of
Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in
England. These extend to 22 hectares including 13
hectares of pleasure grounds and picturesque walks
and 9 hectares of parkland and were laid out in the
late 18th and early 19th centuries by John Webb for
Sir Richard Arkwright and his son.

Cromford canal opened in 1794 was, in part, built
because of the difficulties of road access. Within
the Conservation Area it follows a route along the
western side of the River Derwent flood plain

The pleasure grounds wrap around the castle on its
northern, eastern and western sides enclosing within
their sweep a terraced area of parkland which is
mainly down to grass. Comprising well planted
rock, herb, rose and former kitchen gardens the
main features are linked by meandering tree lined
walkways from which extensive views into the
gorge of the River Derwent, west across Matlock
Bath to the Heights of Abraham and south west
across the river can occasionally be had particularly
from well placed vantage points such as Cat Tor.

The railway arrived in 1849. The line takes a route
along the eastern side of the flood plain as it
approaches the village before entering Willersley
Tunnel en route to Matlock Bath. Cromford station
thus enjoys an isolated, rural location somewhat
removed from the centre.
Cromford continues to be a busy cross roads. The
A6 Derby Road is the principle arterial route
through the village. Its junction with the main
feeder routes of Cromford Hill and Mill Road is
cluttered with highway paraphernalia – traffic lights,
safety barriers, signing, high visibility road markings
etc and dominates the centre of the Conservation
Area. The busy junction of Cromford Hill with
Water Lane/ Via Gellia is only a little way removed.
With heavy traffic on all the roads, highways have a
substantial adverse impact on the Conservation
Area.

Willersley Castle

Views

Landform is diverse and sometimes spectacular
ranging from partly wooded, rocky cliffs and
precipitous west facing slopes which descend
sharply to the River Derwent in the north to
parkland south of the castle which slopes more
gently down to the water’s edge.

The Conservation Area is notable for the many high
quality views that can be gained at any level. These
may be contained and intimate as with those that
can be enjoyed within the woods; the tightly
focussed vistas that can be gained along the river particularly from Cromford Bridge – and canal, or
the majestic panoramas that can be had across the
village and surrounding hill tops from the slopes

To the north west the land rises steeply through and
above Hagg Wood to form the dramatic outline of
Wilcat Grags and Cat Tor.

57

B

3

A

A

4
B

2
C

A

B

D

1

1
C

Western Area

Southern Area

FIG 10

Appraisal Zones

Landscape Appraisal

CROMFORD
CONSERVATION AREA

D Southern Gateway

C North Street
and the School

B Hillside

A Cromford Hill

4

B Bonsall Hollow

A Scarthin

3

Central Area

C Derwent

B Mills

2

Sub zone boundaries

Zone boundaries

Northern Area
A Willersley

1

KEY

Hagg Wood itself is part of the Matlock Woods Site
of Special Scientific Interest which is described as
one of the best examples in Derbyshire and the
Peak District of ash-elm woodland with their typical
association of shrubs and ground flora. The age,
structure and species composition of these woods
strongly suggests that they are a remnant (although
modified) of the ancient woodland cover of the
limestone dales. They are particularly important for
having the largest population in the area of the two
native lime trees, small-leaved lime and large-leaved
lime. These trees occur both as true species and as a
wide range of naturally occurring hybrids. The age
variation is also very wide, some of the limes being
over 200 years old. Lime occurs largely on the
steepest slopes particularly on cliffs and among
limestone outcrops and is frequently associated with
yew. Wild service tree, an uncommon species in
Derbyshire, has been known from Hagg Wood
since 1860. The ground flora includes a number of
locally uncommon species notably stinking
hellebore, Solomon’s seal and wood fescue.

viewed from the north the wooded cliff face of
Scarthin Nick provides an impressive backdrop
while views up river from the south are dominated
by the jagged limestone ridge of Wildcat Crags.
Space is constricted and views channeled by the
landform, the mill and the high stone walls that
retain terraces on the western side.
Part of the sub zone on the hillside to the north
west of the mill is included within the Masson Hill
S.S.S.I. The following is a summary of the reasons
for notification.
Masson Hill is situated on the western flank of
Matlock Dale rising to 330 metres above sea level.
The hill has a core of basaltic lavas, ashes and
agglomerates, pierced by a plug of dolerite. The
dolerite is exposed near the summit and the
succession of limestones and interlayered lavas dip
off to north, east and south. There are two outlying
areas of the site to the south which are of
mineralogical interest one of which falls within the
Cromford Conservation Area.
The S.S.S.I. consists of an interrelated complex of
naturally formed cave passages and mine galleries
covering a large area. They are a classic mineral
locality for flat and pipe veins containing a wide
variety of different minerals including fluorspar,
calcite and barytes as well as lead and copper
associations. Some of the caves are of an
exceptional age.

Trees within the parkland at Willersley Castle
To the south of the castle there lies a larger area of
parkland comprising gently sloping riverside
meadows within which a number of fine, mature
parkland trees, the most prominent of which are the
copper beech and lime, are established. The area is
in marked contrast to the more dramatic scenery to
the north being much more open in character and
formed on the inside of a broad meander in the
river as it emerges from the southern end of the
gorge.
Mills

Masson Mill

This sub zone encompasses all the land associated
with Cromford and Masson Mills on the southern
and western banks of the River Derwent including
land to either side of the A6, St Marys Church and
the canal wharf.

Substantial areas of ancient woodland have been
converted to mature beech and sycamore
plantation, but small areas of seminatural woodland
persist. These are dominated by ash and elm with
pedunculate oak, yew and the nationally rare largeleaved lime. Within these more natural areas the
understorey is well structured and contains a variety
of shrub species including field maple, guelder-rose
and dogwood. The ground flora is dominated
locally by ivy and dog’s mercury, with abundant

Masson Mill is an imposing red brick building that
stands at the northern gateway to the Conservation
Area on the western bank of the River Derwent at a
point where the gorge is at its narrowest. When
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woodruff, sanicle, wood melick, bearded couch and
other species which are indicative of ancient
woodlands.

As the influence of Scarthin Rock abruptly ends the
area opens out into a broad riverside meadow much
overgrown with a combination of grasses and herbs.

Several species of bat frequently use the mines and
cave systems of Masson Hill as roosting and
hibernation sites.
Directly to the south of the S.S.S.I the area of
woodland known as The Wapping Complex is
designated as a D.W.S.R. Wildlife Site for its mix of
ash/elm woodland, scrub and grassland habitats
and its diverse ground flora
Part of the area, to the south of the river, was
included within the Willersley Castle grounds and is
designated as a Park and Garden of Special Historic
Interest.

Enclosed meadow on the south bank of the River Derwent

Tall octagonal stone piers fronting onto the A6
mark the entrance to Church Walk (part of the
Derwent Valley Heritage Way) which was, formerly
the southern approach to Willersley Castle from
Matlock Bath. The path runs towards the east
parallel with the river and below the imposing
limestone cliff face of Scarthin Rock an impressive,
overbearing feature which encloses the footpath
and extends the gorge on this side of the river.

Mature trees continue to line the river bank –
mostly beech, sycamore and ash with dogwood while others enclose the area to the south screening
the meadow from mill buildings and associated car
parking and resulting in a secluded, intimate area
directly overlooked by the church.
St Mary’s Church is located in a prominent position
at the eastern end of the path at its junction with
Mill Road. The building is set within a well-tended
grassed area bounded by attractive iron railings and
accessed via an ornate iron archway. Mature yew
trees frame the church on both its meadow and
road sides and continue onto the river bank.
On the road side the churchyard is bounded by a
sandstone wall that extends north east to Cromford
Brdge and south to Cromford Mill. At a point due
south of the church the wall curves back from the
footway where a pair of stone gateposts and timber
gate create an attractive and distinctive feature
entrance to the churchyard and footpath. The
threshold area directly in front of the gate is paved
with stone setts. Mature yew trees with some box
are established along the road frontage behind the
wall.

Scarthin Rock
The riverbank is wooded towards the western end
of the path and though trees thin out to the east
being more closely confined to the waters edge they
only offer glimpsed views northwards across the
parkland to the castle. In terms of views from
Willersley Castle to the south-east, the original
landscaping scheme may have allowed for a clear
view of St. Mary’s Chapel (as it then was) and the
dramatic rock faces beyond. The current self sown
trees and vegetation lining the riverbank are likely to
have appeared in more recent years (see Sketch
c.1800 on page 86).

Yew trees within the churchyard on Mill Road
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Across Mill Road, to the south east, is the entrance
to Wheatcrofts Wharf and the Cromford canal.
This area comprises the canal terminus with
associated buildings, car parking, stone retaining
walls and hard surfaced and amenity areas which
create a generally attractive setting. The remains of
the original industrial character of the canal wharf
needs to be preserved and enhanced by keeping the
area clear of intrusive self-sown trees and
vegetation. As a working wharf, the site would have
used all the available space for the storage and
processing of stone and coal. The area is bordered
on its southern edge by a steep, well-wooded slope
beneath which runs the canal feeder stream - this
eventually joins the canal a little way to the east.
Just beyond the junction, the area is effectively
enclosed by a mature belt of amenity tree and shrub
planting. The main feature of the area is the canal
itself which terminates here.

Well wooded slope behind the car park at Cromford Mill
Features such as the canal feeder stream, into which
the cliff face drops sheer, are enhanced by historic
structures such as the stone archway at the foot of
the cliff and the use of simple materials such as
timber bollards and limestone chipping surface.

Poor features include the litter bins, the solitary
picnic table the lack of any screening between
amenity grassland and the car park, dumped rubbish
on the Wheatcroft side (at the time of survey) and
lack of weed control in some areas. Some of the
ornamental, non-native amenity planting species
such as Robinia pseudoacacia (false acacia) and
Lonicera spp., at the extreme eastern end of the area
may be considered inappropriate.

Timber bollard and railing details
Rock House is situated on the higher ground above
the cliff face overlooking the Derwent Valley to the
south east. It is set within attractive gardens where
extensive lawns are more discreetly defined and
contained by a combination of the driveway, shrub
borders and hedges which also serve to help both
screen and focus views. The gardens contain
numerous mature deciduous and coniferous trees
(specimens of yew, cedar and fir are particular
features) and woodland belts occupy the steep
slopes which form its northern and western
boundaries. A mature group of trees on the
boundary of the garden with the wider former
parkland to the south east is particularly striking.

Canal wharf
Cromford Mill buildings with associated grounds
and car parks are clustered either side of Mill road.
The car park to the north east of the mill is
bounded on the roadside by the same stone wall
that extends towards the church. Associated
mature sycamore trees are imposing features within
the street scene. To the other side of the road
another limestone cliff face rises high above the car
park and the lower end of the canal feeder stream.
The lower slopes are well vegetated with sycamore,
ash, elm, elder, hazel and ivy.
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Derwent
The Derwent sub zone comprises all land east of
Mill Lane/ Willersley Lane to either side of the river
and north of the canal including the railway and
station.
The canal flows south east from the canal basin
along a tightly enclosed corridor raised above the
general level of land to the north by a low retaining
wall which is a prominent and attractive linear
feature.
Part of the gardens of Rock House looking towards the south
east.
Part of the grounds have been developed with
detached housing in more recent times and this has
adversely affected the character of the area, though
the survival of many mature trees (most notably the
yews) throughout the development mitigates its
impact to a considerable degree.
The house is accessed via a minor road that climbs
the hill from its junction with Mill Road to the west
of the car park.

Stone retaining wall supporting the canal
The crushed stone surfaced towpath – which is in
good repair - runs along the canal’s northern edge.
The canal is bordered to the south by a nearly
continuous line of native trees and shrubs. The line
is more fragmented to the north though there are
some fine specimens of mainly silver birch, ash,
alder and hawthorn.

To the south of this access road an area of dense
thicket - mainly ash, sycamore, yew, elm, hazel, oak,
snowberry and ivy - is bisected by a short footpath
connection which leads up on to the A6. There is
some evidence that the area may have been
managed as a garden in the past with a large
monkey puzzle tree being particularly prominent
and a pedestrian entrance piercing the wall. The
footpath itself is a feature of the area being enclosed
by low, formal stone walls to either side and with
cast iron bollards at either end.

This section of the sub zone forms part of the
Cromford Canal Site of Special Scientific Interest
which consists of approximately six miles of disused
canal running from Cromford to Ambergate. The
following is a summary of the reasons for
notification.
It is so designated as an example of a eutrophic
freshwater habitat with a rich submerged and
emergent aquatic flora and a diverse marsh-wet
grassland margin which supports a very rich insect
fauna.

Cast iron bollard at entrance to footpath link
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At the boundary of the Conservation Area the stone
built canal bridge is an outstanding feature within
the landscape.

Canal towpath
The canal bridge is a feature on the boundary of the
Conservation Area

The canal is fed at Cromford by water from the
Carboniferous Limestone but for the most of its
length there are small feeders of more acidic water
from the shales and gritstone. This variation in
water chemistry has resulted in a range of plant
communities.

To the north of the canal an area of open parklandlike landscape contains some fine, mature oak and
ash. It slopes towards the sports ground which lies
outside the Conservation Area but dominates this
part of the River Derwent flood plain.

The canal is sufficiently shallow to be occupied to
its full depth by rooted aquatic plants. Where silting
has occurred, reedswamp communities are found
right across the width of the canal.

At the foot of the slope runs a ditch alongside
which grow hawthorn and ash though the most
prominent feature is a mature beech tree which
appears to be growing atop a bridge. This is the end
of the 18th century vaulted stone culvert which takes
water from the wheel pit of the Second Mill under
the mill yard and through the Meadows to this
point.

On the upper banks and towpath margins the
marsh grades into grassland. Here 190 herbaceous
plant species have been recorded. This diversity is
well structured and provides a continuity and variety
of food niches for the important insect fauna.
Thirty seven tree and shrub species are recorded
within the canal boundaries. Alder in many stretches
forms a continuous fringe on the southern bank.
The boundary 'hedges' consist mainly of hazel and
hawthorn with some wych-elm.
Where broad margins exist between the tow path
and canal boundary there are scrubby areas with
hazel, elder, goat willow and, occasionally, guelder
rose. Intrusive vegetation within the narrow
confines of the tow-path and between boundary
walls is distorting the historic industrial character of
the canal. Although an ecological balance is
required, a recent survey carried out for Derbyshire
County Council has indicated that the intrusion of
self-sown trees is seriously damaging the ecological
quality of the SSSI, due to leaf fall.

“The beech on the bridge”
The access road to the sports ground runs parallel
to the ditch on its northern side beyond this lies the
broad expanse of the flood plain which extends to
the River Derwent.
Principally this is open
grassland but there are some magnificent specimens
of lime and sycamore growing along the boundary
with the cricket ground while the main feature is an
isolated group of four mature lime trees just to the
north of the road.

For much of its length the canal has the character of
a woodland ride, attracting insects from the
woodland to feed on the canal flora.
The site is of local importance for grass snakes and
water shrews.
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Cromford Bridge with its ruined chapel is a
Scheduled Ancient Monument and is an
outstanding feature in the landscape and within
views along the river.
The line of trees is repeated, but even more
strongly, on the opposite bank completing the
impression that the Derwent flows through a well
wooded corridor into the open countryside.
Lea Road runs parallel with the river on its northern
side and beyond this the ground starts to rise up the
valley side. Much of the slope is occupied by
private residencies but is well vegetated nonetheless
with a mix of native and ornamental trees and
shrubs which come down to the roadside. The
enclosed nature of the road becomes most apparent
beyond the point where it is overshot by the
imposing stone built railway bridge a little way to
the west.

A group of four outstanding lime trees
To the west a group of corrugated iron sheds
detracts substantially from the area as does the car
park, which is in a poor state of repair, and worst of
all, the entrance to the car park from Mill Road.

Lea Road and the railway bridge
Cromford Station is located in the extreme north of
the sub zone in an elevated position above Lea
Road and the river. The surrounding landform is
steeply sloping – particularly above the entrance to
Willersley Tunnel - and well wooded with mainly
beech, sycamore, ash and hazel. The station is
secluded and completely enclosed. Ornamental
shrubs have been planted on the lowest slopes close
the platform and railway buildings.
Timber
boundary fencing is of poor design and quality and
is in need of repair/ replacement and there seems to
be a recurring problem with weed invasion. The
style of street furniture and signage does not coordinate with other metal work.

Poor entrance detail off Mill Road
The grassed meadow is separated from the river by
a low levee below which, on the river bank is a
virtually continuous line of trees of varying ages
which grow right down to the water’s edge. These
are mainly beech, ash, sycamore, hazel and elder.

The railway embankment where it runs parallel with
the river to the south-east is well vegetated
effectively thickening the wooded corridor on this
side of the Derwent.
To the far west is the private residence of Wood
End. The house was built in 1796 as the residence
of Philip Nightingale and displays well landscaped
and maintained grounds.

The view east down the River Derwent from Cromford
Bridge
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ZONE 2 – Central Area
This zone comprises the area of Market Place and
its environs including the Memorial Garden and
Lime Yard on the other side of the A5012. Having
been developed on levelled ground the area is more
open in character with buildings generally
positioned around the market place or set back
from the roadside. Imposing and well wooded
limestone cliffs above Lime Yard and those of
Scarthin Rock and Scarthin Nick enclose the area to
the north and create a dramatic and picturesque
backdrop.
The Memorial Garden

Hard detailing within and around the Market Place
is variable in quality with some attractive sandstone
and limestone sett surfaces and drainage channels,
stone flags and kerbs, feature street lights and
substantial timber bollards. However, some of the
bollards are badly rotted, macadam surfaces are
patched and tactile paving is intrusive. There are
some posts close to the Memorial Garden which
appear to have no function.

The quality of the Memorial Garden generally is
quite poor. The memorial itself is attractive but
surrounding stone flags appear to have settled
unevenly, macadam paths are worn and edgings are
uneven, paintwork on the chain rail is flaking badly
and permanent planting looks tired and over
mature.
To the south lies Lime Yard an area now occupied
by the re-cycling centre and garages. The area is not
attractive but it is well screened.
ZONE 3 – Western Area
Scarthin
The area includes that part of the village
immediately to the west of the market square
associated with the valley of Bonsall Brook,
Scarthin, the Greyhound Pond and the A5012.

Cromford centre

The narrow lane called Scarthin extends along the
south facing hillside of the limestone tor known as
Scarthin Nick which runs roughly east west. The
hill forms the backdrop to the area but is at its most
dramatic when viewed from the A6 Derby Road to
the north from which it rises shear creating –
together with Scarthin Rock on the opposite side of
the road – a spectacular gateway to the village.
Unfortunately recent work undertaken to stabilise
the cliff face detracts substantially from its
appearance.

The Memorial Garden is a small triangular area
located to the southern side of the road junction
with the A6. It is formally laid out with stone wall,
bow top railing and privet hedge boundary
treatments on two sides. On the third a substantial
border of evergreen shrubs and deciduous trees
provides an effective screen to the A6. The gardens
are formally laid out with macadam pathways
surrounding an area of grass and planting beds
within which is set the memorial and a flag pole.
Other features include a directional fingerpost, litter
bins, two timber and caste iron benches and low
chain railings. On the southern side of the garden
lie the stone built public lavatories which are quite
well integrated into the scene behind low stone
walls and planting.

Ancient woodland with oak and lime extends onto
the upper slopes and ridgeline of Scarthin Nick and
the area is designated as a D.W.S.R. Wildlife Site
(see Fig 8 ) for its botanical interest.
From the northern side of the lane stone built
residential and retail properties and gardens rise up
the hillside and there are a number of stepped

64

passageways between the buildings facilitating
access to the higher levels. These are distinctive
features of this part of the area.
Within the highway stone sett drainage channels are
also characteristic.
To the south the area is dominated by the mill pond
(Greyhound Pond) which is the main feature of this
sub zone. Set considerably below the level of
Scarthin its northern boundary is formed by a
substantial retaining wall above which a short
promenade has been constructed with co-ordinating
railings, seats, street lights, litter bins and a centre
piece memorial.

Looking towards the west
At the western edge of the sub zone the valley
narrows and built development is confined to a
narrow strip immediately fronting the A5012 and
Chapel Hill. On both sides the land rises steeply
behind the buildings providing an imposing and
heavily wooded backdrop.

Scarthin “promenade”
Local features such as limestone sett drainage
channels and half round stone copings have also
been incorporated. Directly overlooking the pond
the promenade has been recently renovated and is
generally very attractive though the patched
macadam surface does detract somewhat.
Planting below the wall on the northern bank of the
pond is a mix of ornamental and native species
giving the impression that the area may have been
planted up in gardenesque fashion only to be
invaded by self set plants through lack of
maintenance. Species include sliver birch, cypress,
weeping willow, ash, poplar, buddleia, laurel,
bramble and honeysuckle.

The wooded backdrop to buildings fronting the A 5012
To the east, on the immediate approaches to the
centre of Cromford the valley broadens and the
street scene is characterised by a more domestic
scene of front gardens, low stone boundary walls,
hedges and garden planting. The most picturesque
feature of this approach is, once again, the
Greyhound Pond and associated trees which
include some mature ash. The road and pond are
separated by a low stone wall across which
attractive views over the water to Scarthin can be
had.

To the western end of Scarthin levels are complex
with buildings are set either above or below the lane
and the street scene is characterised by a diverse
mix of stone (limestone and sandstone) sett
surfaced terraces; high, sandstone, creeper clad
retaining walls; iron railings and gateways; old
timber gateposts; garden planting etc.
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locally very uncommon, and the nationally rare
shrub mezereon.
The woodland grades into hazel scrub communities
and species-rich grasslands. The ground flora of
these scrub areas is exceptional in its richness,
combining elements of both woodland and
calcareous grassland; together with species only
found here in this habitat.
In the past the area has been extensively worked for
lead minerals, leaving numerous derelict mines and
large areas of spoil, much of which have now
become re-vegetated with ash woodland, calcareous
grassland and large areas of a specialised
metallophyte vegetation on heavy-metal enriched
mine spoil.
This exceptional combination of woodland, scrub,
spoil, and grassland habitats, supports at least
twelve nationally notable species of vascular plant,
with many other plants of local scarcity.

The Greyhound Pond
Distinctive features include the overshot
waterwheel to the west end of the pond attached to
the former paint grinding mill and the pond outfall
weir with timber shuttle.
Bonsall Hollow
This sub zone comprises all the land within the
valley of the Bonsall Brook in the extreme west of
the Conservation Area beyond the village and to
either side of the A5012 and the brook. Bonsall
Hollow is principally of interest for its historic water
management systems (see page 95) although now
the area consists almost entirely of woodland. Much
of this woodland is designated as part of the Peak
District Dales Special Area of Conservation and as a
Site of Special Scientific Interest. A summary of
reasons for its notification as an S.S.S.I. is included
below.

A good invertebrate fauna, including many
nationally notable species, is found throughout the
area. Butterflies and moths are the most extensively
recorded group. Twenty three species of butterfly
are present, making this site one of the best in
Derbyshire. The site supports more ant species
than any other known site in Derbyshire
The valley, with its extensive woodlands and variety
of other habitats, supports a full complement of
common birds typical of the best of the limestone
dales.

Situated at the south-eastern edge of the Peak
District Carboniferous limestone massif, the S.S.S.I.
site comprises the dale of the Via Gellia, from
Cromford in the east for a distance of 5 km to just
south of Grangemill in the west.

The site includes the winter hibernation sites of at
least four bat species in the disused mines and
caverns.
ZONE 4 – Southern Area

This steep-sided limestone dale, with many bluffs
and screes, is an ancient woodland site which
supports a type of ash-elm-hazel woodland of
restricted national distribution. Ash is dominant,
wych elm less so and generally confined to the
understorey due to Dutch elm disease. Sycamore
has become co-dominant in the more disturbed
areas of the woodland. Field maple forms a
frequent component of the canopy in some areas,
together with small-leaved lime. The nationally
scarce large-leaved lime grows within the
undisturbed areas of the woodland, usually on the
limestone bluffs.

Cromford Hill
This area includes the narrow corridor immediately
associated with the steeply sloping B5036,
Cromford Hill.
The Hill itself is dominated by the built form of
residences and commercial properties that, to a
great extent, front directly onto it. The street scene
is characterised by hard development with a mix of
housing frontages low stone walls and paved
surfaces though front gardens are occasionally
prominent.

The woodland structure is often complex with a
diverse shrub layer dominated by hazel and
hawthorn with abundant field maple, rowan and
dogwood. Scarcer species include spindle which is

The view from the top of the Hill looking across
the stepped roofline towards the north provides one
of the best illustrations of the relationship the
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Conservation Area has with the surrounding
landscape with woodland crowding in along the
steep slope immediately behind the houses and
giving way to the dramatic expanse of the Derwent
valley beyond. There are important views of the
rising hillside from either side of The Hill which can
be gleaned through gaps between houses.
Distinctive landscape features of the Hill include: a
stone ring set into the recess of a stone wall towards
the bottom of the Hill on its western side (use
unknown); long front gardens behind frontage
stone walls to numbers 20 – 24; the large beech tree
at the junction of Beech Walk with the Hill; the
high stone retaining wall fronting the Hill to
numbers 1-6 Beech Walk; stone door steps and
limestone sett paving often laid in patterns in
conjunction with sandstone channels in front of
numbers 54 – 110.

Poor wall and fence detail on the boundary of the
Conservation Area
Hillside
This sub zone consists entirely of open, sloping
agricultural pasture in the extreme south western
corner of the Conservation Area. It is bordered on
its western edge by Bedehouse Lane, an attractive
walled footpath; to the north by an access road/
agricultural track with post and wire fence; the
eastern boundary is a stone wall with native semi
mature trees and understorey shrubs which runs in
an unbroken belt down the hill. The southern
boundary is marked by a public footpath.

Looking down Cromford Hill with High Tor in the
background
Features that detract from the street scene include:
the low timber fence set above the retaining wall
mentioned above; crash barriers; timber and
concrete bollards.
Towards the top of the Hill access to the higher
slopes behind residences on the western side can be
gained via a number of footpaths which strike off
either towards the countryside or to Dene Quarry
to the south west. From here some open views
across back gardens and the Conservation Area to
the north and east can be gained. Mature trees
along the ridge line provide an attractive backdrop
to the dwellings below. In the extreme south
western corner an unattractive post and chain link
fence forms the boundary to the Conservation
Area.

Open pasture
The most striking aspect of this area is the
magnificent panoramic view over Cromford and
Willersley Castle to the Derwent gorge, High Tor,
the Heights of Abraham and Riber Castle beyond
which can be had from the public footpath that
runs high across the hillside behind Spring Cottage
to the south. It is the best place within the
Conservation Area from which to admire its
landscape setting.
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North Street and the School
This area comprises land to either side of North
Street, associated with the school and beyond to
Intake Lane.
North Street is one of the architectural highlights of
the Conservation Area characterised not only by the
buildings but by distinctive features associated with
the street such as: a terraced road and footway with
stone retaining wall and steps; limestone sett
drainage channels and stone trough drainage
feature.

Yew trees frame views to the school. A damaged bollard in
the foreground detract from the scene
The main point of interest along the path is the
open, circular stone lined sluice of Long Sough
(otherwise known as the Bear Pit) where
underground water briefly surfaces to be channelled
and controlled. The sluice is a Scheduled Ancient
Monument.

Drainage details on North Street
Unfortunately there are aspects which detract
substantially from the general attractiveness of the
street scene such as: patchy surfacing on the
northern side; a damaged bollard; the school sign
and crowded car parking.
The main point of focus is the school which stands
at the head of the street behind an attractive low
stone wall with iron railings and around a central
grassed open space. The main features are two
mature yew trees. Standing just inside the railing and
to either side of the access path they dominate the
eastern end of the street.

Long Sough (the “Bear Pit”)
On higher ground to the east there is a recreation
ground comprising a football pitch and a children’s
play area. It is bounded on its western side (above
the allotments and private gardens) by a high
chainlink fence which is in a very poor state of
repair.

The area to the rear of the school is characterised by
hard surfacing, stone walls and fencing associated
with an access road and terraced play grounds. A
rare feature is a mature elm tree growing close to
the wall on the northern side.

On the access road side to the south is a stone wall
alongside which runs a line of mature trees which
include some imposing beech. Views to the north
towards High Tor are very impressive.

A squeeze stile in the wall close to the elm allows
access to a small area of open space via a footpath
that leads round the backs of houses and through
terraced allotments, eventually joining Cromford
Hill.

Timber post and rail fencing around the play area
and on the northern edge of the recreation ground
is most intrusive.
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the most notable of which are oak, lime, blue
spruce, copper beech, yew and sycamore as well as
attractive garden species such as laburnum, cherry
and maple. Many of the grander specimens are
effectively shared by the Old Rectory which stands
opposite Alison House beyond a central group of
tree and shrub planting which are particularly
prominent within views from the east.

View to the north from the recreation ground with poor chain
link boundary fence in the foreground.
At the eastern end of the access road there is a car
parking area which is almost completely enclosed
and sheltered by trees among which individual
specimens of beech and silver birch and belts of
maturing alder, ash, hazel, holly, elder and willow
are prominent.
Further to the east the Old Rectory and Alison
House, which stand in their own grounds, are
accessed off Intake Lane to the east.
A magnificent sycamore within the grounds of the Old
Rectory is part of an impressive group of mature trees.

On its southern side the grounds of Alison House
are subdivided with stone walls and laid out with
formal gardens, shrub and herbaceous borders, a
rose covered pergola, croquet lawn and grassed
areas extending into an orchard. Though boundary
trees are, generally, in good condition some of the
surrounding fencing is in a poor state of repair.

At the northern end of Intake Lane, there is a small,
group of stone buildings, with stone boundary walls
and well planted mature gardens clustered around
the formalised entrance and driveway to Alison
House. Features of note include the inset post box.

Timber post and rail fencing around the play area
and on the northern edge of the recreation ground
is most intrusive.

Wall details at the entrance to Alison House
Southern Entrance
The southern approaches to the Conservation Area
along the A6 are characterised by mature tree and
shrub planting associated, principally, with private
gardens set behind road frontage stone The walls
give a sense of unity to the street scene and channel

Alison House gardens with mature trees providing an
attractive back drop
The wider grounds contain some impressive mature
specimens of large coniferous and deciduous trees
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views which become increasingly focussed on the
main road junction in the centre of the village.
Some of the trees are very fine and include a
number of mature yews at the village boundary
which help to screen the more modern
developments within the grounds of Rock House,
sycamore, ash and beech as well as more
ornamental varieties of cedar, cypress and plum.

Approaches to Cromford on the A6 Derby Road
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Cromford
Conservation Area Appraisal
7.
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

Analysis of Character Areas
Area 1 - Derby Road & Intake Lane, Rock
House, Mill Road & Cromford Mills,
Cromford Canal
Area 2 - Masson
Area 3 - Market Place
Area 4 - Willersley, Church Walk &
Cromford Station
Area 5 - Scarthin, Water Lane & Bonsall
Hollow
Area 6 - The Hill, North Street, Bedehouse
Lane & Barnwell Lane

ANALYSIS OF CHARACTER AREAS
See Figure 4

evident, most of it outside the conservation area.
The principal landmarks are:
•
Cromford Mills - Building 17
•
Cromford Mills - Building 26 (Grace
Cottage)
•
Cromford Mills - Building 23 (The Loom
Shop)
•
Cromford Mills - Building 19 (Gatekeepers
Lodge)
•
Mill Manager’s House, Mill Road
•
Fishing Pavilion, Mill Road
•
The Gothic Warehouse, Mill Road
•
Rock House
•
The former stableblock at Rock House
•
Alison House, off Intake Lane
•
Lyntree House, Intake Lane
•
Rock Lodge, 69 Derby Road

Preamble
The conservation area is large, falling between two
valleys and four prominent hills and includes
natural landscape, designed parkland and industrial
development, all very different character areas. The
settlements at Scarthin, Masson & Willersley fell
within Matlock parish until 1843 when Matlock
Bath parish was created, incorporating Scarthin &
Masson, and the evolution and character of these
areas reflects, to some extent, the different pattern
of ownership.
This section of the appraisal looks primarily at the
relationships between the structures and the spaces,
their historic and current relationships, identifying
those elements; views, landmarks, spaces,
relationships & details, that characterise the area.
Six character areas have been identified to simplify
the assessment, although even within these areas
there are further pockets of distinct character. The
negative factors within each of these six areas are
summarised in a separate section for the area as a
whole, as there are many common themes.

AREA 2 - includes Masson Mill, the Masson weir
and the later 19th and 20th century mill buildings.
It includes the small settlement called South End,
developed by Arkwright and other landowners
from the Matlock Bath area.
This is an area of strong contrasts between the
massive scale of the red brick mills, the retaining
walls and the natural landscape, confined by the
gorge, threaded by the broad expanse of river, and
overshadowed by a dense canopy of trees.

Landmarks have been identified here. They are also
shown on Figure 8. A landmark is a building that
stands out from the rest by virtue of one or more
of the following characteristics; its size, its shape &
orientation, its design, or its location (e.g. at the
bend in a road).
This definition does not
necessarily include the most significant architectural
or historic buildings.

•
•

The principal landmarks are:
Masson Mill
Cromford Court

AREA 3 - includes the buildings that front the
Market Place, which was created in 1790.

AREA 1 - includes the principal industrial historic
buildings in Cromford; the first developed cotton
mills complex and the buildings surrounding it, as
well as the canal buildings at the canal wharf. It
includes the group of houses between Intake Lane,
Derby Road & Mill Road that formed a selfcontained area of higher-status private houses in
landscaped gardens, developed by the Arkwright
estate separately from the village. It also
encompasses two of the landmark outcrops Allen’s Hill and the Rock House outcrop as well as
Cromford Meadows, which was partially
landscaped at various times in association with the
lawned gardens of Rock House and the wharf.

This area is a self-contained space, fronted by
historic buildings. The layout has changed little
since it was established in 1790 on a newly-levelled
site.
The principal landmarks are:
•
The Greyhound
•
19 Market Place
•
12-18 Market Place
•
The former coach-house to The Greyhound,
Water Lane
•
The café at the foot of Scarthin Rock
AREA 4 - includes the historic house of Willersley,
its parkland and the manor bought and extensively
developed by Richard Arkwright. It also includes
St. Mary’s Church and Church Walk which,
although on the far side of the River Derwent, was
developed in association with Willersley as the main
approach to Willersley Castle and the family chapel.
Cromford Station lies on the fringes of the

It is an area of strong contrasts; the open space of
the water meadows, the densely developed inwardlooking industrial mill and canal complexes, large
houses in spacious landscaped settings, lush treeplanting and evidence throughout of quarrying.
There is a large quantity of 20th century housing
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Willersley estate and is a mid 19th century
development, the long railway tunnel of 1849
running under the hill at Willersley.

•
•

This area falls within the Derwent valley and
represents large tracts of designed landscape and
some of the most heavily engineered parts of the
valley, as well as a concentration of the earliest
buildings in the conservation area at Cromford
Bridge.

•
•
•
•
•
•

The principal landmarks are:
Willersley Castle
Lodge to Willersley Castle
Cromford Bridge Hall
Cromford Bridge
St. Mary’s Church
The railway bridge on Lea Road

AREA 5 - includes the buildings fronting the
Bonsall Brook running from the end of Water Lane
all the way along the valley through Bonsall Hollow
to Slinter. It also includes the buildings on the
north side of the Bonsall Brook in the old preArkwright settlement called Scarthin.
This area is quite self-contained and densely
developed, a well-defined valley on a continual rise
from the Greyhound Pond all the way to Slinter.
There are many exchanges of view between the two
sides of the valley, the conservation area extending
almost from ridge to ridge. The sequence of
millponds and mill buildings along the length of the
brook are a reminder of the industrial significance
of this valley, although this has been largely
overtaken by the ecology and wildlife.
The principal landmarks are:
•
Scarthin Books
•
Mount Tabor (engineering works), Scarthin
•
Mount Pleasant
•
The waterwheel at Home Products
•
26 Water Lane
•
2 Chapel Hill
•
Outbuilding between Chapel Hill & Water
Lane
•
Via Gellia House, 16 Chapel Hill
•
Slinter Cottage
AREA 6 - includes the principal areas of terraced
housing built by the Arkwright Estate on North
Street, The Hill and Bedehouse Lane.
It has a linear character with the exception of the
roads and paths leading from the residential core of
ribbon development to rear yards, allotments,
paddocks, footpaths and packhorse routes.
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The principal landmarks are:
The Bell Inn
The School, North End

AREA 1 - DERBY ROAD & INTAKE LANE,
ROCK HOUS E, MILL ROAD &
CROMFORD MILLS, CROMFORD CANAL

approach into Cromford is now the view across the
valley to the north, stretching in a wide vista that
includes the main landmark Rock House.
There are three distinctive historic buildings that
form a compact group on Derby Road – the lodge
to Rock House (69 Derby Road), No. 158 Derby
Road and Lyntree House on Intake Lane. They
share similar features, although they appear not to
have been designed at the same time - stone coped
gables with pronounced kneelers and distinctive
window surrounds. They probably all at one time
had stone slate roofs, although now only 158 Derby
Road retains its original roof.

Derby Road & Intake Lane
The once quiet, rural, southern approach into
Cromford in the 19th century, along Derby Road,
is now overwhelmed by 20th century development,
and at first it is difficult to distinguish the original
nucleus of historic buildings. It is only since 1900
that this part of Cromford has been developed. Up
until then, it appears to have been kept separate,
and treated differently, by the Arkwright family,
with a tiny cluster of buildings, set apart from the
rest of Cromford, perhaps protecting their privacy
and views, as three of their largest houses (Rock
House, The Vicarage and Oakhill) were
approached from this direction.

The building that now stands on Derby Road to the
east of Intake Lane (158 Derby Road) is an
attractive 19th century house of c1842 with stone
coped gables and stone slate roof. Lyntree House
appears to have been built at a similar date and was
described on the second edition Ordnance Survey
map as the “Lodge”. They both appear to have
replaced buildings on the same sites, the building
on Derby Road having replaced a row of three
workers cottages, probably also built by the
Arkwright estate.

From this approach there is little sense now that
the rock face at Allen’s Hill was cut away to create
the current road layout. The rock was quarried to
such an extent that the quarry face is now largely
hidden deep within the gardens of several 20th
century houses fronting Derby Road. From the
roadside, large, close-boarded, panel-fenced
boundaries & conifer hedges disguise the
relationship of the road to the rock outcrop. On
the north side of Derby Road, the road is retained
by a large wall within another former quarry. This is
now hidden by the dense tree growth.

Both the entrance to Intake Lane and the entrance
into The Old Vicarage appear to have been
conceived and designed as one entity. The entrance
to Rock House is similarly framed. The little lodge
(now massively extended) sits to one side of the
entrance gateway, which is framed by curved walls,
embracing a pair of large gritstone gatepiers.

The Tithe map of 1841 clearly shows that the fields
to the south east of Rock House, running alongside
the turnpike road were laid out with parkland trees.
Any former field boundaries had been removed
and trees lined the perimeter of the field, screening
the canal and the road from the house and creating
a long vista, which could be appreciated from the
south and east facing aspects of Rock House.
Today there are only a few old trees left standing in
this field and the most dramatic component in this

The boundary walls run continuously on both sides
of Derby Road, from the junction with the Market
Place, the northern side as far as the grounds to
Rock House and the southern side as far as 158
Derby Road. The walls gently curve into Intake
Lane, framing the entrance, and are distinctive for
their uniform crisp details; even coursing,
herringbone-tooled gritstone, and half-round
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copings. From the entrance on the A6, these walls
continue into Intake Lane and then frame the
entrance driveway of Alison House & The Old
Vicarage in a large arc. Several clumps of yew and
a Scots pine appear to have been deliberately
planted in the 19th century within the gardens of
both Lyntree House and 158 Derby Road, to soften
the entrance. They are set high up on banks,
framing the entrance to Intake Lane.
These neat, coursed walls finish shortly after 1
Jasmine Cottage and 2 The Cottage, beyond the
entrance to The Old Vicarage, where they revert to
random rubble gritstone walls. The pedestrian
entrance gates to Lyntree House and the two
cottages have attractive and small scale identical
rounded stone gateposts.

View along Intake Lane - Lyntree House is a focal point
near the entrance to The Old Vicarage

The cottages are mid to late 19th century, possibly
re-fronted following the construction of The Old
Vicarage.

Lyntree House is particularly prominent in views
descending Intake Lane and a landmark building set
high above the road. It has raised coped gables and
mullioned windows, with relieving arches. The
main elevation has been designed off-centre,
perhaps done intentionally to command a good
view up the lane.

Further along Intake Lane, and outside the
conservation area, are two groups of buildings that
appear on the Tithe award, occupied at that time by
Peter Arkwright – the range of outbuildings to
Lawn House and, set back from the road, the 17th
century house “Ashes Farm”. From this point there
is a good vantage point and a long view across the
fields to the north-west towards Alison House &
The Old Vicarage, which seems to be deliberately
contrived. The field has no boundary walls or
hedges, although it is fenced. The Tithe map
suggests that this area may have had its original

The Old Vicarage of c1842 was built by the
Arkwright family along with its Dower House,
Oakhill (now Alison House). In 1851 the
Reverend G Henry Arkwright lived here (the son of
Peter Arkwright) and Frances Arkwright (the
unmarried daughter of Richard Arkwright Junior)
was living at Oakhill. The vicarage building is

substantial and discreetly hidden from most views
by the outcrop of Allen’s Hill. The entrance drive
had not been created in 1841, as the Tithe map
shows a stable & cowhouses at this point, although
it is likely that the houses were being planned as the
field boundaries had been removed to the south.

View across fields to The Old Vicarage & Alison House
from Intake Lane
boundaries removed. This is one of the few points
from which there is a public view of these houses.
They are set within private grounds and well hidden
behind a curving entrance drive that is lined with
evergreen shrubs and trees; laurel, pines and
cypress, creating a lush approach.

The grounds of these houses have some large
specimen trees and are important for the landscape
setting of these houses. Unfortunately the setting of
The Old Vicarage is spoilt by a large, redundant
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swimming pool on the lawn.
Allen’s Hill - although much of Allen’s Hill is
privately owned, there are some spectacular views
of the conservation area from here. From the ridge
looking north-east there are views over the mills, to
Rock House and to Cromford Meadows and
looking south there are views of Cromford Hill
showing the whole hillside as far as Dene Quarry.
Slightly further down the hill, there are glimpses
through the trees of Cromford Court and views
across the recreation ground across the roof tops of
Swifts Hollow, the Market Place and dramatic
views of Mount Pleasant at Scarthin and beyond
Scarthin and Chapel Hill as far as Balleye Quarry.

accommodation. This is rendered on the polite
(south-facing) side and lined-out to imitate ashlar,
although now painted in a stark off-white colour.
Similarly, the back of the stableblock has been
rendered and incorporates a pedimented gable with
a roundel. Interestingly, this gable-end elevation is
so high up that it can only be clearly seen from a
long distance, at Willersley Castle.

Rock House
Although Rock House stands above Arkwright’s
mills, the main house and its ancillary buildings are
all orientated to face down the valley to the east,
and there are no principal elevations that look out
over the mills. The only exception to this pattern is
a small, stone-built, detached structure, which has a
first floor room approached via an external flight of
stone steps. This has a decorative Venetian
window, which overlooks the mill yard, and may
have been designed as a lookout, to keep one eye
on operations down at the mill.

The other principal historic buildings within the
grounds are the coach-house and the entrance
lodge on Derby Road, which were designed
separately. The coach-house is elegant and
incorporates first floor lunette windows, like those
used at Masson Mill, and blind arches within
former carriage openings.

Both the mews building (formerly the stables) and
the coach-house look in roughly the same
direction - east. The stableblock, with its clock and
bell-turret,
was
designed with low
curved parapet walls
that embrace the
central gable frontage.
To the back of the site
is a pair of cottages,
built roughly square on
plan, probably servants
o r
g r o o m s
accommodation and a
narrow
lean-to
building that might Main façade of the stableblock
have been a range of
kennels.

The grounds of Rock House have been developed
during the latter part of the 20th century with a
number of detached houses. These have had a
significant impact on the setting of the gardens and
parkland setting of Rock House.

Rock House is an austere building, the beauty of
which lies largely in the skilfully tooled, pink
gritstone. It was built on the top of the limestone
outcrop and the land to the south-east was
artificially raised to create a level building platform.
This now provides a commanding position for the
elevated, tall building. At the back of the main
block is a three-storey brick range, probably
designed as a service wing, incorporating servant’s

View of the Derwent valley from the gardens at Rock House
From Rock House and its gardens the views are
stunning and Castle Top is a prominent landmark,
although today the rocky outcrop is obscured by
the beech trees below. The Arkwright family took
shooting parties to Castle Top in the mid 19th
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Most damage has been done to the setting of Rock
House and its gardens, by extending the grounds to
the south-east and building two new houses,
approached from Derby Road, in so doing
destroying its wider landscaped parkland context.
These two properties currently lie outside the
conservation area. Within the grounds, and much
closer to the main house, there is a bungalow, Elm
Croft. This, although designed to be low in profile
and partially disguised by a large clipped yew hedge,
spoils the original relationship between the house
and the parkland and damages the main aspect
from the house. A level platform of lawn stands to
the south of Elm Croft. This is slightly removed
from the main house and was probably laid out in
the late 19th century as a tennis court or croquet
lawn.

century. The parkland relationship with the lawned
garden is obscured by some recent conifer planting
and a meagre hedge. The original boundary is
defined by simple, low, iron railings. In contrast,
the boundary between the gardens and the canal is
marked by a 2-metre high rubble limestone
boundary wall, in poor condition. The canal
developers had to get Arkwright’s agreement to
“pinch” some of the garden of Rock House in
order to construct the canal and wharf. This wall
continues at the back of the house, where it is of a
similar stature.

Mill Road & Cromford Mills
Mill Road naturally falls into two areas of different
character; the west section tightly developed
between the A6 and the canal, the east section,
where it meets the flood plain, more open and leafy
in character. It has an almost continuous enclosure
along its length between the A6 and Cromford
Bridge. Coursed stone boundary walls with halfround copings are the predominant pattern, and
between these the mill buildings form the enclosure
along the back of the pavement. There are very few
historic breaks in the walls; the entrance to Rock
House, the entrance to the little complex of mill
buildings on the west side of the first mill, the two
historic gated entrances into the mill yard, and the
gated entrance into St. Mary’s Church, where the
walls gently curve in to frame the entrance. The
recent breaks in the wall are the entrance into the
mill car park and the entrance to the 20th century
houses, 1 & 2 Mill Road.

The grounds of Rock House are full of mature
trees and typify their period, incorporating both
deciduous trees and conifers, designed to provide
year-round interest and focal points in the garden.
The gardens survive remarkably well-preserved,
despite later modern housing development in the
grounds. There is a large clump of mature trees that
stand between the garden and the original parkland
to the south-east. These include several varieties of
oak and a number of sweet chestnut. These trees
connect visually with the few surviving parkland
trees in the fields beyond and may have been
planted as parkland trees before the gardens were
enlarged at the end of the 19th century. Between
Derby Road and the grounds of Rock House runs a
double row of yews, which were probably planted
at the same time, to screen the house from the
road, which they still do very effectively. Yew trees
appear throughout the grounds and soften the
setting of the modern detached houses.

The west section is dominated by the road that
winds through the
valley bottom and this
i s a h a rd - ed g e d
environment, the tall,
fortress-like, perimeter
walls of the mill
complex dominating
the north side of the
road. The desire to
protect his patents,
forced Arkwright to
build in a secretive
manner, the ground floors being largely blank,
without windows. The road is tightly constricted
between the tall three & five storey mill buildings
running alongside the road, and the limestone bluff
opposite, following the curve of the bend. To the

The winding approach drive from Mill Road was
laid out when the house was first built. There
would be some logic to building or modifying an
existing building to form a lodge when the private
Cromford to Belper road was created in the early
19th century (1817—1820), but there would have
been no useful entry to Rock House from
Cromford village, except from Mill Road until
Allen’s Hill was blasted through.
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south of the road there is a wall of limestone, part
rock face and part retaining wall, now shrouded in
undergrowth and ivy, supporting the former mill
leat which carried water from the Cromford Sough.
It runs at a higher level than the road. Water
management is an extremely important element of
Arkwright’s factory complex, but elements are
neglected because of the different ownerships. The
mill leat fed a cast iron aqueduct of 1821, which
spanned the road until recently knocked down by a
lorry (it is planned to reinstate it in due course).
The original timber aqueduct was illustrated in
1786. To the east of the leat are two of Arkwright’s
important mill complex buildings – the coachhouse and stables and the mill manager’s house,
with its ornamental and graceful perron leading to
the entrance door, just above the level of the road.
Both buildings are confined by the quarried-out
rock outcrop behind.

View of the second canal cut of 1824; the second warehouse
in background and 1794 Counting House in foreground
these trees are ivy-clad and this forms a green crest
to the ridges all year round.
As Mill Road winds through the gorge, there is a
distinct limestone rock-face on the southern edge,
in front of which runs the canal feeder. This is now
only a trickle, connected to the spillway in the mill
yard. The area between this watercourse and Rock
House is dominated by unmanaged, largely selfsown trees. In the foreground the mill car park
occupies a generous space, once part of a much
larger public circulation space.
The under-cut shape
of the rock on the
south side of Mill
Road is the result of
localised working
away of the rock. The
distinctive profile of
this rock face was
illustrated in a drawing of the smelting mills
(possibly by Elizabeth Evans), before the canal was
constructed. It appears to have been cut away in
association with the creation of the original
alignment of the road, serving the 15th century
bridge. At the same location, Arkwright built a

There is a small quarry off Mill Road, just behind
the entrance drive to Rock House, now well
disguised with self-sown saplings. This was once
edged with yew and a large Monkey Puzzle
(Araucaria araucana). It was also used as a kitchen
garden at one time with beds, stone edging and
paths laid out in a grid, perhaps used in association
with the mill manager’s house. The current car park
area between Rock House bluff and Mill Road was
formerly grassland.
The 18th century character of the gorge has been
slightly lost, particularly with the addition of the
early 20th century houses, 1 & 2 Mill Road, which
mask the worked out limestone rock face and old
allotment gardens to the rear. At the back of these
houses a former mill leat, which provided a later
source of water for a second wheel at the first mill,
survives as a raised earthwork.
The tree-covered ridgelines on both Scarthin Rock
and above the quarry near Rock House provide
heightened drama and depth to the valley. Many of

View towards Cromford Bridge & the fishing pavilion
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limestone and tufa gateway leading from the
bottom of the rock and St. Mary’s Chapel up to the
gardens of Rock House. This picturesque garden
feature is now a well-known local landmark,
although it is rather fragile and in poor condition.

this had been moved and formalised next to the
wharf wall. This later route alongside the wharf is
now marked by a line of cast iron bollards. The
large clump of rhododendron that grow alongside
this entrance appear to have been planted to hide
the wharf wall and soften the vista from the
meadows.

Where the water from the mill yard enters the canal
cut, the street opens out and the glimpsed view
here down the later canal arm is one of the most
memorable, with the cantilevered, slate-hung jetty
of the 1824 warehouse hovering over the canal.
The canted gable-end of the Counting House of
1794, with its shuttered windows, is an unusual
shape and a prominent landmark, guiding the
visitor into the wharf.

The Meadows have some substantial trees and may
have been laid out as parkland. In the Meadows
there are long ranging views across the flood plain
to the far hills (most outside the conservation area).
Views of the river are largely hidden by the railway
embankment that skirts the Meadows and by an
embanked sewerage pipeline, which follows the line
of a former flood defence.

Towards the bridge, the east section of Mill Road is
much softer with a continuous row of yew trees
planted on the bank behind the church boundary
wall. Looking down Mill Road towards the river
bridge, the Fishing Pavilion is a focal point at the
bend in the road.

The Mill Yard
The Cromford Mill complex is laid out on two
sides of the mill yard. The third side is formed by
Scarthin Rock and the fourth by a massive secure
stone boundary wall. It was designed to be inward

The south side of Mill Road is
enclosed by the limestone
rock-face, followed by the high
wharf wall. The absence of
raised kerbs or a footway on
this south side is an important
factor in determining its semirural character At Cromford
Meadows the wall is set back
to create a wide verge. This
verge was created with the ashlar wall and low iron
railings in 1937 for the County Show and were an
elegant entrance framing the gateway into
Cromford Meadows but are now hardly noticeable,
lost amidst the paraphernalia of signage, yellow,
height-restriction barriers and rubber tyres.

Cromford Mill Yard - the limestone outcrop now forms a
backdrop. It tightly constrained the position of the two mills
(archaeological remains of second mill in the foreground)
looking to protect the activity within from
unwelcome outsiders.
The gradual process of restoration of the buildings
at Cromford Mills over the last 25 years has
enabled much research to be done into their former
appearance and the evolution of the buildings
within the yard and the differences in function can
be clearly seen in the subtle differences in detail of
the stonework and windows.
The backdrop to the mill yard is the limestone crag
of Scarthin Rock, but this has a much more
prominent appearance today than it would have
done at the height of production as there are two
buildings that were built up against this rock face

Entrance to Cromford Meadows
The present entrance into Cromford Meadows is
the original point of entry (1841 Tithe) but by 1880
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from onlookers. The wall fronting Mill Road
remains, as does a section of wall behind the Wharf
Cottages, but a section has been lowered creating
new views from the wharf to Cromford Meadows.
The open uncluttered space formed by the car park
still relates to the hard-surfaced open character of
this former wharf area. The original lean-to wharf
buildings that were built against the north wall
(including a smithy and sawmill) have largely been
removed with only one building left (an outbuilding
within the garden of the Wharf Cottages). The
northern boundary walls were not intended to be
facing walls as they were hidden within lean-to
buildings, and they are still a rough mixture of
gritstone, limestone and tuff, with traces of lime
plaster and limewash stuck to the rubblestone.

that have been demolished; the second mill and the
barracks, a bow-fronted building. The watercourse
that runs through the mill yard and drops down
into the wheelpit of the
second mill is the combined
water from the Bonsall
Brook and Cromford
Sough. Until recently the
significance of this
watercourse had been
largely hidden by later
buildings. Now it has a
dynamic presence, although
this is slightly artificial as the
huge fall of water would
have been contained within the structure of the
second mill. Also, the loss of the launder and wheel
to the first mill renders it difficult to interpret. A
small bridge that crosses the water channel is
thought to be the original 18th century bridge that
crossed the Bonsall Brook before Arkwright first
arrived in Cromford, which would mean that the
level of the brook at this point has not changed.
However, it is not easy to understand these levels,
given the significant slope of the mill yard.

The wharf has a strong linear identity, with the two
parallel cuts dictating the alignment of the buildings
alongside the water. The character of a working
area handling bulky and heavy goods has now gone,
although the cart loading bays survive alongside the
towpath and a weighbridge survives alongside the
Gothic Warehouse. Changes in level, worn stonepaved surfaces, and the temporary nature of some
of the structures (timber canopies, derrick, timber

Cromford Canal
walkways, remains of boats and canal ephemera), all
add to the atmosphere of a working canal wharf.

When it was built in 1792-94, the canal wharf was
completely enclosed by a massive wall, over two
metres high, hiding the operations within the yard

From the wharf, which was the terminus of the
canal, the waterway runs in a south-east direction
through the centre of the valley, just above the
flood plain. The conservation area boundary
finishes just beyond the first canal bridge (Lawn
Bridge), one of a series of distinctive hump-backed
canal bridges along the length of the canal. This
one linked Arkwright’s “lawns” on either side of
the canal.
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(described in 1838 as a beautiful waterfall, foaming over
the weir and more lavishly in 1802 as an impetuous
torrent), the high level tree cover and backdrop of
mixed deciduous and coniferous trees with, a
foreground of two high retaining walls, one of
limestone rubble and one of randomly coursed and
snecked ashlar gritstone.

Masson
Masson is a large area, which takes its name from
the hill above Matlock Bath. Only a small portion
of Masson falls within the conservation area, the
settlement known as South End and the cotton
mills. The conservation area here is dominated by
some large structures and landmarks, including
both limestone rock-faces and large retaining walls.
The main historic landmarks are:
•
Masson Mill, the bell cupola, the Italianate
1911 lift tower, & the 19th century mill
chimney
•
The Masson Weir – the large convex-shaped
weir and the mill leat
•
Cromford Court – the large early 20th
century Arts and Crafts house overlooking
the valley and the mill
•
Masson House and its gardens – the large
late 18th century house and its ancillary
buildings overlooking the mill and river

The main frontage of the original 1783 Masson Mill
is set below the
level of the road,
and its stature is
best appreciated
from river level.
From the A6 the
mill buildings are
dominated by the
later 19th and
early 20th century View along the river - southern
red
b r i c k approach to Masson Mill
extensions, which
incorporate subtle bands of bluey brick, no doubt
intended to break up the elevations. The massing of
the mill at Masson reflects the early 20th century
character of cotton mills.
The two massive and severe retaining walls,
constructed in association with road widening, have
replaced a number of interesting buildings opposite
Masson Mill, including The Rutland Hotel, the
coach-house to Masson House and Arkwright’s
tenement four-storey factory-workers house. These
historic buildings formed two distinct groups
between which protruded a spur of limestone,
which still survives at
the bottom of the drive
to No. 56 New Masson
House. New Masson
House was built on a
flat platform, formerly
the kitchen gardens of
Masson House. Built in
pink gritstone, it has a
central projecting bay, over a four-column
colonnade and leaded-light windows. This is best
seen from the high level footpath in the grounds of
Willersley Castle.

The relationship between the
structures and the landscape
is dramatic, with strong
contrasts – the red brick walls
contrasting with the gorge
backdrop of limestone cliffs
and dense tree cover, the
wide expanse of flat water
above the convex weir
followed by the narrow
channel of the mill leat and
water cascading over the weir Landmark cupola

From the 18th century Masson House there are
some of the most dramatic views within the valley,
particularly of Masson Mill, which can be seen in its
entirety, and as far as Cromford Moor on the
southern horizon.
The original approach to Masson House was past a
coach-house immediately below it and the drive
zigzagged up to the forecourt. When the road was
widened, this drive was removed and the main
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approach was changed to the south, across another
property. The entrance now takes an awkward
obstacle course through the ancillary buildings. The
loss of the historic approach has sadly diminished
the setting of the house.

only two areas of flower beds and two strawberry
beds, and the occasional feature plant in a pot.
There is at least one large mound of earth where a
potted plant would have stood. The main emphasis
of the garden was on the drama of the views, the
walks and the trees.

In this part of the conservation area the gardens at
Masson House are important, although for the
most part they are well-disguised by the tree canopy
above and there is no public access.

One of the most interesting aspects of the gardens
is the creation of a series of viewpoints, tiered on
the south side of the garden, for these were
deliberately created where there is no view of the
1783 Masson Mill. These made use of a limestone
outcrop, to which were added rubblestone walls to
create a series of level platforms, like a series of
bastions. In this section of the garden there are
large clumps of rhododendron, deliberately planted
for the lush, exotic effect.

The surviving evidence within the private gardens
at Masson House indicates that they were laid out
on a largely cleared site in the early 19th century.
They were illustrated on a detailed plan in 1886 sale
particulars. The structure of the gardens largely
survives although very overgrown and largely
inaccessible. The boundary of the garden is a
drystone boundary wall on two sides, with a tall
mortared wall running alongside The Wapping
footpath (footpath no. 3) forming the third
boundary.

The remains of two large ice-houses still stand; one
a round traditional ice-house, semi-buried in the
earth, the other a large limestone building with a
barrel-vaulted roof, part sunk in the ground. Both
are marked on the 1886 plan.

The garden has a long & broad gravelled walk
running behind the house, cut into the bank and
retained above by a drystone wall, approached via a
wide flight of gritstone steps. From this broad walk
there are spectacular views down the valley to
Cromford Moor and up the valley to Wild Cat
Crags. This broad walk now appears to be split into
s e v e r a l
ownerships. A
series of walks
contour
and
meander across
the slope of the
hillside.
The
ground
was
shaped
and
excavated
to
create heavily undulating paths, some sunk into
depressions with banks on either side. In places a
level platform has been created by using large
blocks of limestone to retain the ground below,
creating natural looking features. In each case the
banks were planted with yew. Here and there are
short flights of shallow & narrow gritstone steps.

The gardens have been neglected for many years
and are largely hidden from view and from public
footpaths. They now fall within the designated
SSSI, and their significance as an important element
of the designed landscape should be considered
when the nature conservation interests of the site
are managed.
From points along The Wapping rising up above
Masson Hill there are dramatic views of the tor
opposite (Wild Cat Crags) and occasional glimpses
of the mill chimney.
Looking up South End, from Derby Road, rising
up above the pedestrian, is the large gable-end of
the cottages nos. 108 & 110, formerly four back-toback houses, only evident now by the deep plan,
central stack and symmetrically placed windows in

The paths contour the hillside taking the visitor
deliberately between interesting limestone outcrops,
one of which was adapted as a giant rockery for
displaying ferns. A natural cave entrance was also
incorporated into the site. The central area of the
gardens was planted with mixed deciduous and
coniferous trees, including a fir approaching 60
metres in height and some massive yew and beech,
and there is little planting in the understorey. The
gardens were designed to be easily maintained with

Back-to-back housing at South End
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the gable end. The roughcast render is possibly the
original finish and was used elsewhere in Cromford
in houses dating from between 1800 and the 1830s.
The buildings were not built by Arkwright but by
others capitalising on the need for this type of
accommodation. The cottage behind No. 110 has
an extension with a flat roof, out-of-place in this
prominent location.

which led up the hillside towards Upperwood. The
boundary then runs south-west along the back of
the garden to Masson House before connecting
with another public footpath (no. 5) which leads
down from the ridge to Scarthin.
The red brick house at the bottom of Cromford
Court drive, no. 122 Derby Road, predates
Cromford Court.
It is built in
Flemish
bond
brickwork and
has a Gothicarched motif to
the square-headed
ashlar dressings.
The use of red
brick appears to
be in deference to Masson Mill. The later group of
four cottages (nos. 114-120) to the south-west of
Masson House, built in red brick and render may
have had a strong architectural identity once, but
this has been largely lost with numerous alterations
to windows, concrete roof tiles and painting of
render. There are hints that it may have had an Arts
and Crafts/ Old English flavour, with small
sections of timber-frame close-studding surviving
at high level.

The area has a number of footpaths ascending the
hill from Derby Road. One of these, Carnell Lane
(footpath no. 4), leads
past these former back-toback cottages. The
footpaths
are
distinguished by worn
gritstone steps ascending
the steep incline. There is
an opening from Carnell
Lane that runs into the
gardens of Cromford
Court, where the steps are
lined with tufa.
The area of South End, on the hillside overlooking
Masson Mill, has suffered more than the village of
Cromford from a general neglect of the public
domain and from inappropriate alteration. This
may be because this part of the conservation area
has not been recognised for its historic significance.

Cromford Court is a prominent landmark in this
part of the conservation area and looms over a
number of buildings in several views. Its character
does not relate to other buildings in Cromford as it
is self-assuredly uncompromising in its Arts and

The dwarf stone wall, running parallel with the
entrance drive to Cromford Court, was once graced
with a set of railings, now missing. At this point,
the opposite side of the drive has a sloping coursed
stone retaining wall and there are the remains of a
substantial gatepier, dating from the early 20th
century, with inverted
scrolls, presumably one
of a pair of gatepiers.
Alongside this are the
remains of an arched
opening in the wall
with a chamfered
surround, which has
been crudely mutilated and a modern garage door
inserted. This coursed stone wall, which is missing
sections of coping, continues into Carnell Lane and
there is evidence of a former pedestrian gateway
with a chamfered arch. Further along South End,
below Masson House the boundary walls comprise
a mixture of patterns and materials, and include
coursed and tooled gritstone as well as some recent
“Davey” block walls, a reconstituted limestone
blockwork.
The northern boundary of the conservation area
follows the old footpath called The Wapping,
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Crafts design, the only local references being the
use of pink gritstone and tiled roofs. The entrance
drive zigzags up the bank with the house towering
above, pushed right to the front of the plot. The
visitor arrives via a gothic stone archway at the
back of the building, where the entrance door is
located. A large modern ancillary accommodation
block at the back now spoils its rear aspect. Behind
the house, set within the woods, is a level concrete
platform used as a baseball court, introduced in
recent years. A public footpath runs behind this
court and defines the perimeter of the conservation
area, which contours around the hillside.

storey purpose-built shop units built by Arkwright
c1790. Both of these three-storey rows were built
with similar details; hipped roofs and multi-paned
Georgian sash windows, complementing the inn,
although the range closest to The Greyhound has
lost most if its sash windows and the slate roofs
have been part replaced in concrete, whilst half of
the slate on nos. 4-18 have been replaced in tile.
The buildings are altogether very plain, the only
detail being the sash windows. The Cromford
Community Centre now stands on the site of a row
of shops, which matched the single-storey shops on
the north side of the Market Place. The Community
Centre building has a number of local
characteristics; stone coped gables and mullioned
windows, but it is paying homage to the distinctive
local 17th and 18th century building styles, as it is a
late 19th century building.

Between Cromford Court and Scarthin Rock is a
broad belt of woodland and from the junction of
the A6 and the B5036, looking north, there is an
impressive view of Cromford Court.
Along the A6 the road is enclosed by a steep wall
of limestone rock, now cloaked with unsightly
protective wire mesh, and on the river side, a
continuous coursed gritstone boundary wall
running above the river. Just to the south of
Masson Mill, looking in a south and east direction,
are some of the most memorable views of the River
Derwent in the valley.
AREA 3 - MARKET PLACE
Market Place

The Greyhound’s painted quoins, and painted
window surrounds and doorcase give it a bright
appearance, although it is unlikely that it was
originally painted and it would have been much
more restrained and classical, with less contrast
between the stone walls and decorative dressings.

The Market Place is dominated by The Greyhound,
which stands proudly more or less at the centre. To
its south are a group of buildings that include the
brick-built stables and coach-house, needed when it
functioned as an important coaching inn. To its
north are two ranges of three-storey houses with
shops (4-18 & 28-36) and a short row of single-

The Market Place is now split into two areas, on
either side of the B5036. However, this was not its
original form. Before the creation of tarmac roads,
concrete kerbs, bus stops, traffic lanes and traffic
lights, both sides of the street, the areas around the
Greyhound and around the Community Centre,
were one large unified space. This space is
expressed most clearly on the first edition
Ordnance Survey map. Where Water Lane meets
Cromford Hill, and where the Market Place meets
the A6, the edges of the market place were
expressed on the map by dotted lines, presumably
denoting some physical feature, such as drainage
channels, defining the extent of the market place.
The Greyhound Inn appears to have been much
more pivotal and prominent, particularly without
the late 19th century stone building in front of the
coach-house, and one could stand back to
appreciate it. There were no pavements or kerbs to

View of Scarthin & Mount Pleasant from the Market
Place - a dense pattern of development behind The
Greyhound
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provide any distinction between the road surface
and the public space and it was treated uniformly.
Today, the camber of the road and obstructions,
such as the bus stop and cars, makes it difficult to
read or appreciate as one space. On the east side of
the Market Place, a large number of historic
surfaces can still be seen in front of the shops, and
there are some recently introduced natural paving
materials - stone setts in front of the Community
Centre and paving flags forming a pavement in
front of nos. 20-36. To the north of the existing
Community Centre, is an area of historic industrial
significance, known as Lime Yard. This contains a
section of raised embankment on which ran the
mill goyt from the ‘Bear Pit’ to the aqueduct at
Cromford Mill.

There are several further landmarks; the small turn
of the century timber-frame shop opposite the end
of the street, once a barbers and now a café, the
monument with splendid lantern in the centre of
the Market Place and the cross War Memorial.

The distinctive row of shops running opposite The
Greyhound, Nos. 11-19, fall on an unusual
alignment that leads
the eye in towards
the
Memorial
Gardens. This row
has an attractive
apron of limestone
setts.
The
alignment appears
to
predate
Arkwright’s
development of the
market place and
follows the route of
the original road
that tracked the
course of the
Bonsall Brook. The
cottage in the mid
18th
century
engraving is in a
similar location,
with the road just in front of it. It is possible that
No. 19 Market Place was built shortly before
Arkwright arrived in Cromford. This would explain
the unusual triangular shape of the market place.

AREA 4 - WILLERSLEY, CHURCH WALK &
CROMFORD STATION
Willersley
Arkwright purchased the manor of Willersley in
1782 and Willersley Castle was begun in 1788. It
was sold as part of the sale of the Arkwright estate
in 1927 and is currently in the ownership of
Christian Guild Holidays.
There was a manor of Willersley by the late 15th
century, although the site of the manor house is not
recorded. Settlement probably grew up at Willersley
as a result of the river crossing. The only building
dating from this early settlement is the 17th century
Cromford Bridge Hall (at one time called Senior
Field House). Mid 18th century sketches show a
group of buildings just beyond the bridge.

The row of three storey buildings on the east side
of the Market Place (nos. 35-41) appear to have
been built circa 1790 as a row of purpose-built
shops, with the delightful double bow-fronted
shopfront at Arkwright Stores as part of the
original design. The different ground floor plans of
the commercial properties predetermined the layout
of the upper floors, and as a result the windows do
not follow a regular pattern. Although at first it
appears a standard Arkwright terrace, there are a
number of subtle differences in the layout and
elevations.

On the southern tip of this character area is
Cromford Bridge and its bridge chapel. These are
the oldest buildings in the conservation area
although they could be easily overlooked, as they
fall on a sharp bend in the road, where it crosses
the River Derwent. The present bridge parapet is
probably 18th century and contemporary with the
widening of the bridge, marked by the series of
rounded arches on the upstream side. A carved
inscription marks an event when the river was
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jumped by a horse in 1697.
The best view of the
bridge and its medieval
pointed arches is
downstream
from
Cromford Meadows.

such as Cat Tor and Wildcat Crags, were
spectacularly incorporated into the gardens, using
natural features as accents within the picturesque
landscape, and adding to this by cutting out
sections of the rock to create drives and footpaths,
lined with a mixture of natural rock and imported
limestone. Large blocks of stone were added for
rockeries and occasionally retaining walls. The
natural wooded slopes of the gorge were
embellished with beech, lime and a great deal of
yew overhanging the footpaths, as well as conifers
elsewhere.

By the time of the 1848 Matlock Tithe Award, the
area of Home Farm that we now see at the
entrance to Willersley Castle, was in shared
ownership between the owner of Bridge House
(Cromford Bridge Hall) and the Arkwright estate.
In fact there were a number of small houses and
ancillary buildings clustered at the junction of Lea
Road and Willersley Road owned by Elizabeth
Evans of Bridge House and the area was densely
developed with much activity. The only vestige of
this arrangement is the house with the yellow
shutters, which was in fact a small service building
for Cromford Bridge Hall and unrelated to the
Willersley estate. Most of these cottages have been
pulled down and there is no longer any sense that
this was an earlier settlement. Indeed, the Tithe
map shows that these buildings were screened from
the front entrance by a small plantation in front of
the coach-house. Arkwright presumably wanted to
remove these from the initial impression of the
entrance into his estate. The coach-house and all
the other estate buildings were then approached
from inside the main entrance gates.

Although it has the name Willersley Castle, the
building is really a mansion (a large house with
architectural pretensions), rather than a country
house or castle.

Shortly after it had been built, Willersley Castle
became a local tourist attraction. Initially the
grounds and gardens were open daily.

The main approach to Willersley Castle today has
changed little since it was first developed in the
1780s and 90s. There have been few alterations or
development within its grounds, with the exception
of a few modern houses and chalet-style timberclad structures, which are not evident at first sight.
The group of buildings within the estate yard,
known as Home Farm, still stand as they did when
they were first laid out. The area of Home Farm
occupied a deep plot, inherited from its earlier
phase as a settlement. Although some of the farm
buildings have collapsed over the years, there still
stands, tucked out of sight near the rock face, a
classically designed
implement shed, with
Tuscan columns. There
are al so se ve ral
important buildings; a
coach-house at the
entrance, with large
arched
carriage
openings and the main farmhouse (Home
Farmhouse), now known as Derwent House.

Open parkland below Willersley Castle
The pleasure grounds, kitchen gardens and
parkland at Willersley all fall within the Registered
Park and Garden. The Registered Park also extends
to Church Walk and Scarthin Rock, which follow
the south side of the River Derwent, although this
area is now in separate ownership. The natural
topography of the valley, with its limestone crags
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George Robertson’s sketch of Willersley circa 1800
The entrance gatepiers, built with rusticated stone,
are a focal point at the entrance and lead on to the
delightful little lodge designed by Thomas Gardner,
with its classic blind arch and quatrefoil recessed
panels. From the entrance there are good views
through the park railings to the paddock.
The entrance drive continues as a pronounced
raised and embanked platform with the cut face of
the limestone rock occasionally visible, between
clipped yew and box hedges, as the northern
backdrop. This drive was created by partially
cutting away the rock face and redepositing the
overburden. A large amount of the rock face was
removed to create sufficient space for Willersley
Castle, which is built butted-up to the limestone
rock face. This is not at all apparent in the main
views of the mansion and, instead, even during the
winter, it appears to be framed by dense, lush treecover. It was described in “Beauties of England and
Wales” in 1802 “The spot on which its stands, was
originally occupied by a large rock, in the removal
of which about three thousand pounds were
expended…”. There was considerable earth
moving to create a platform for the house and its
carriage forecourt.

St. Mary’s Church today, viewed from the same direction
quite steep, before it gently falls away to the pasture
below. This height enhances the views and aspect
from the mansion. The parkland pasture lying
between the river and the mansion (and known as
the paddock in the 19th century) is detached from
the main house. Unlike most late 18th century
country houses, Willersley Castle does not overlook
and relate directly to the landscaped parkland
below. Instead, it looks beyond the park and
immediate grounds to distant horizons and the
wider dramatic landscape of the valley. This
relationship is clearly illustrated on George

To the front of the house, the made-up ground is
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Robertson’s late 18th century sketch of the park and
its valley setting.
The boundary of the Willersley Castle estate is now
formed by the river to the west and south, although
historically the route along Church Walk at the foot
of Scarthin Rock fell within the greater estate (i.e.
was commandeered by Arkwright as part of the
approach to the mansion, after the main road
through Cromford was engineered between Harp
Edge and Scarthin Rock).

the original 1783 Masson Mill can be appreciated,
as its complete 6 storeys plus stone basement
dominates the views along the river. The scale of
the 19th century, and more recent, brick buildings
alongside do not seem out of place in this context.
The footpaths that wind back and forth above the
mansion lead the
visitor to discover
dramatic views and
glimpses through the
trees, up the valley
towards Matlock Bath
and down the valley
to
Cromford
Meadows and beyond.
Cromford Court seen from
From the lawn in
Willersley
front of Willersley
Castle there are
important views across to the sheer wall of Scarthin
Rock, and, on either side, beyond to Cromford Hill
and Cromford Moor. Notably, the 20th century
housing on Cromford Hill now dominates views of
the hill, and very little of Arkwright’s terraced
housing is visible. From here there are several
historic structures that form prominent landmarks;
Rock House and its stableblock with white Gothic
bell-tower, St. Mary’s Church near the bridge,

To the north of the mansion is Cat Tor, a large crag
at the foot of which wraps a broad gravelled
footpath, laid down as part of the garden of the
mansion. This is edged in places with yew. From
here there are important views of prominent
landmarks;
•
the chimney at Masson Mill, which emerges
in a cleft of the limestone outcrop at the
brow of the path. This view is entirely
coincidental, but nevertheless dramatic. It
postdates the creation of the gardens by a
century
•

Cromford Court and New Masson House,
both of which are prominent from the
footpath, caught in occasional glimpses
through the trees. From this height and bank
of the river, these buildings come into their
own in the landscape

From the lower footpath, running along the east
bank of the river at this point, the massive scale of

The 1783 Masson Mill seen from Willersley
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which peeps out from above the tree canopy, and,
further down the valley, Castle Top. There are no
views of Cromford Mills and very few views of the
village.

Willlersley estate still
stand on the A6 but
have lost their gates. The
approach to the church
was conceived with this
view in mind and there
was also a 19th century
lodge adjacent to the gatepiers (demolished). The
setting of the church is interesting for it has a
number of yew trees framing the west end and
running on top of a bank parallel with the road. It
has
a
tiny
churchyard,
surrounded by
simple
iron
railings and a
gateway with a
lantern holder.
The setting is
intimate, with
the remains of a
few Arkwright
graves in the churchyard. It is perhaps most
dramatic as a landmark seen from the end of
Church Walk, at the foot of Scarthin Rock, as the
walk is aligned on its west façade. The imposing
rock face contrasts with the pastoral scene below.
Historic sketches show that the church was once
much more prominent in the landscape.

Above Willersley Castle, the drive continues to a
former classically designed late 18th century
stableblock with grooms’ accommodation, possibly
used in association with keeping hunting hounds.
The buildings are similar to examples designed by
John Carr of York and incorporate blind recessed
arches. The courtyard was designed with railings,
probably intended to enclose the yard to prevent
hounds escaping.
At the top of the hill above Willersley Castle are a
few buildings clustered around a farm. The
meadows here are of long-standing and appear to
have been part of the manor of Willersley. The
tithe map refers to these fields by the name of
“butts”, suggesting a long history of use for archery
target practise. The buildings date from the first
half of the 19th century and include Willersley Farm
(c1820) and its farm buildings, and a slightly later
large gentleman’s residence and smaller cottage –
Willersley House & Willersley Cottage.
In the fields to the south-west of Willersley Farm
are two ice-houses, one still roofed but in poor
condition, the other roofless, consolidated and
incorporated into the holiday accommodation as a
garden feature. These were served by the pond at
the top of the hill, which still survives. Yew Tree
Cottage is located just outside the kitchen garden
walls and was probably the former gardener’s house
to Willersley Castle. The central bay projects
forward slightly and the entrance is marked by
Gothic arched windows and doorway. The walled
garden is now completely enclosed. There are two
modern houses in this area. The Hideaway is
located within the secluded former walled garden
and has little impact on the conservation area. The
Croft is a modern red brick house, lying just
outside the conservation area, and this affects the
immediate setting of the conservation area.

Today there is a linear hump on the ground,
following the same footpath, formed by a buried
sewerage pipeline, which is visually distracting.

Church Walk
Between c1790 and 1797 Richard Arkwright built
the Chapel of St. Mary for use as a family chapel.
The church was later opened for public worship,
although only the Arkwrights were buried there.
The church was placed at the end of the entrance
drive to Willersley Castle in an open area of grassy
meadow that was later called Chapel Green. This
had been the site of a former lead smelting mill and
the land was probably made level for that mill. The
octagonal stone gatepiers at the entrance to the

The boundary walls to the churchyard running
along Mill Road are built from evenly coursed
tooled gritstone, with half-round copings, in much
the same way as the entrance to Intake Lane. It is
likely, therefore, that the private Arkwright family
buildings and spaces were given this formalised
distinction. Again, the entrance is framed by yew
trees, as at Intake Lane, set high on a bank behind
the wall.
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Opposite Sr. Mary’s, the crenellated gable of the
Gothic Warehouse, erected at the canal wharf in
1794, would have also been prominent in views
from Willersley Castle and the relationship is
illustrated on the Robertson sketch. The main
views of Willersley Castle from the south side of
the river and between the mansion and Cromford
Wharf have been obscured over the years by selfsown trees along the riverbank.

Further down the line, the railway crosses Lea Road
and the River Derwent. Here, a massive 4-arched
viaduct is an impressive piece of engineering with
stepped gritstone voussoirs and skew-arched
brickwork. The dense tree cover along the river
bank means that it is only seen obliquely, not all at
once and perhaps is not appreciated. The railway
line then follows the course of the river towards
Lea but only a short length falls within the
conservation area. This railway bridge forms an
important focal point and gateway, entering the
conservation area along Lea Road.

Cromford Station
Cromford Station is largely tucked out of sight
from most views within the conservation area, and
is approached from Lea Road up an inclined road
or alternatively via a steep
flight of gritstone steps. It
is a self-contained area with
a mid 19th century
character dominated by
railway architecture. The
pretty 1885 lattice girder
footbridge and the cast iron
columns & spandrels with
timber canopy of the
waiting area have the
lightweight, ephemeral
character of railway
platform structures, which contrasts with the
horseshoe-shaped Willersley Tunnel portal and
oppressive retaining wall, which towers above the
platforms.

Just beyond the railway bridge is a property called
Woodend. This is hidden from the road, in a
private and secluded part of the valley, but was
once a prominent house, as can be seen in the
Robertson engraving. It was built for Peter
Nightingale in 1796.

The station house overlooks the platform and
appears to have been deliberately orientated to be
seen in conjunction with the small waiting room/
station building on the far platform, when viewed
from the entrance to the station. The west platform
building was added in 1874/5 and the Butterley
footbridge in 1885.

Pl. 13 Cromford Station circa 1900. Little has changed,
with perhaps the exception of the amount of tree growth on
the slopes above the tunnel entrance, now creating a dark and
slightly foreboding entrance & environment
89
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AREA 5
Scarthin & Water Lane
Scarthin is distinguished by some of the largest
retaining walls in Cromford. The massive scale of
these walls is partially obscured by the individual
and terraced buildings sitting in front of them.
Where these terraces have been demolished, along
the west end of Scarthin, the true scale of these
walls can be appreciated. They vary in character.
The massive wall supporting Mount Pleasant is
made up of
large blocks of
limestone and
tuff. Further
along Scarthin
to the west,
the stone is
smaller
and
there are a few
retaining walls
of pink rubble
gritstone. In
places, the limestone could be mistaken for
gritstone - it is a strong reddish pink colour,
resulting from lichen & iron deposits. Boundary
walls are predominantly rubble limestone with
some rubble gritstone, with half-round gritstone
copings. In a few instances, where there was
insufficient room for a wall, this has been
substituted with decorative cast iron panel fencing
(in front of 1-3 Scarthin Terrace) and wrought iron
railings with cast iron finials (1-2 Mount Pleasant).
Neither property was owned by the Arkwright
estate.

Four of the many narrow footpaths between the buildings on
the north side of Scarthin - providing glimpsed views
built in local gritstone and whilst the design has
been broken into several elements by changing the
roofline and height, the ground floor windows are
high above street level and the large block does not
allow gaps for access or glimpses of the hillside
above. The result is a modern development
without the intimate scale of the historic settlement
pattern, and without an active frontage or interest
at pedestrian level.

The main road through Scarthin is tightly
developed on its
northern side, and
punctuated by narrow
slots between the
houses providing
footpath access to the
upper levels and tiers
of development. The
paths are often
distinguished by worn
gritstone
steps,
gritstone paving flags
and setts, evidence of
heavy usage for over
200 years. These many
gaps between the buildings provide glimpses
between the buildings of the cottages and imposing
rockface and retaining walls above.

Paths are winding, often contouring the hillside to
reach the highest levels. From high up on Scarthin
there are glimpsed views down the alleys and long
distance views across the valley to Cromford Hill
and Black Rock. From Mount Pleasant, The Bell
Inn is particularly prominent.
Small groups and terraces of cottages contour along
Scarthin overlooking the valley. The largest of
these, Mount Pleasant, has commanding views right
across the valley. The route approaching Mount
Pleasant was laid out after 1850. Until then, it
would have been approached, like the other
terraces, from one of the straight, steep, flights of
steps direct from the Scarthin road.
Many of the smallest cottages have been lost over
the years. By far the greatest amount of demolition
within Cromford has been sustained at Scarthin. In

The modern housing, Millpond Cottages, has been
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The centrepiece is a
small
Portland
limestone memorial
with a lantern. A row
of railings running
above the retaining
wall were erected along
with the memorial
lighting column on its
stone base and the
stone boundary plinth
wall and cast iron
railings.
The
promenade replaced a
long thin row of
cottages, demolished
in the early 20th
century, and a series of
small
allotment
gardens. The space enables views in both
directions, and particularly important views from
Water Lane towards Scarthin. However, the
present, rather sterile, tarmac surface lacks the
softness of the previous garden setting.

View from Mount Pleasant
several places the remnants of the front walls of
these cottages can still be seen, with their ghosted
outlines of doors and windows, lintels and straight
joints, hinting at their former appearance. Many
now serve as boundary walls, defining the edges of
the footpaths and are important evidence of the
density of development and historic settlement
pattern.

The Scarthin road is narrow, in places two cars
cannot pass, and this creates oblique views of the
south-facing buildings
along the frontage.
The Bell Inn and the
building to its north
(Scarthin Cottage)
form a narrow gateway
between which there
are glimpsed views
along Scarthin. From
the opposite direction,
there are reciprocal
glimpsed views looking
south-east to Allen’s
Hill. Along Scarthin
road there are occasional glimpses, above the
rooftops and between the houses, of the threestorey Arkwright properties on Water Lane.

Demolition at Scarthin - former pair of cottages (left) at the
top of Scarthin and front wall of former malthouse (right)
behind the Boat Inn
The character of the buildings in Scarthin is
different from other parts of the conservation area.
As there was little estate ownership, as a rule there
are more differences in the building construction
techniques and more examples of historic materials,
as the Arkwright estate was not able to undertake
comprehensive replacement. Graduated Cumbrian
slate roofs and ashlar stone chimney stacks,
therefore, tend to survive in this area.

The road in Scarthin drops down to meet Water
Lane and, in doing so, the stone retaining walls

The main street through Scarthin is known as
Scarthin Promenade. The area enclosed by railings
was built up and laid out as a Promenade in 1908.
The southern side of the promenade is an open
area, overlooking the Greyhound Pond. The open
space provides an important foreground for the
setting of the buildings running along the bottom
of Scarthin, enabling long views from Water Lane.
There are two war memorials in Cromford.
Scarthin, being within a separate parish from
Cromford, had its own war memorial; the area of
the promenade laid out after the First World War.
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alongside the road become larger and more
dominant, creating a pinch point along the street,
with properties contouring the hillside, but
approached obliquely, at an angle.

moving water of the run-off, both the spillway and
the water running into
the mill tailrace, is
dynamic and repeated
up the valley as the
brook spills over a
sequence of dam walls
in a series of cascades.
The presence of a
moving waterwheel at
Home Products is
another dyn amic
element of the valley.

From opposite the
former Primitive
Methodist Chapel, a
setted
footpath
(footpath no. 5) rises
up the hillside towards
Upperwood with small
limestone boulders and
evidence of small-scale
quarrying along its
route. From here there
are glimpsed views of
the hillside opposite
above Water Lane. The
ridge of Scarthin is a
very pronounced feature of the landscape, although
largely shrouded in undergrowth. The footpath
divides and one drops over the ridge and down the

Waterwheel and remains of the former paint grinding mill
above the Greyhound Pond
The cornmill was powered by two wheels, one
wheel on either side of the mill building. Although
these don’t survive, grooves cut by the action of the
wheels can still be seen, as can the wheel pits and
the slots for the axles. Two wheels would have
enabled twice the quantity of grinding stones to be
used at times of peak demand. The only fragment
surviving from the second cornmill, which stood
on the south bank of the millpond, is the wheelpit,
now overgrown and partially filled-in. The site of
the second mill is now laid out as a outdoor
recreational area.

Cottages contour across the hillside at Scarthin in tiers
hill to by-pass Cromford Court.
The historic pattern of development along Water
Lane is related to the presence of the Bonsall
Brook, which was controlled, even before
Arkwright arrived in Cromford, by channelling the
water to serve a number of mills. The presence of
two former mills (Cromford Cornmill, of which the
drying kiln is now used as The Venture Centre, and
the former paint grinding mill, now used by Home
Products) is a dominant characteristic of this part
of the conservation area, although the scale of these
mills is on a par with traditional cottage industries,
rather than the scale of Arkwright’s factories.

The open space created by the presence of the
Greyhound millpond provides a defining view from
Water Lane to Scarthin. The line of properties
edging the road along Scarthin and the array of
cottages on the terraces above, create one of the
most enduring impressions of Cromford.
The character of Water Lane itself is dominated by
the heavily trafficked road. The north side of the
road is largely without a footway, and that to the
south is quite narrow. The southern side of the
street, dominated by the steep hill behind, saw little
development until the 20th century. Here there are

The movement of water through the cornmill
complex is a fascinating draw, and the contrast
between the still water of the millpond and the
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eye in towards the village.

View of Scarthin across Greyhound Pond from Water Lane
Staffordshire Row (30-46 Water Lane)

an uncharacteristic assortment of buildings,
including a bungalow, high up above the road, and
an inter-war detached house. The motorcycle
garage, which overlooks the Greyhound Pond,
occupies a long and dominant plot within the
street. The monotonous effect of the white-painted
stonework belies its interesting form; the whitepainted cottage is part of an Arkwright pair of
manager’s houses and there is an 18th century
building in the middle of the site, converted to a
shop.

There are three-storey gritstone town houses at
Chapel Hill & 26 Water Lane, built with narrow
lintels and simple details. These have largely lost
their original Georgian sash windows, but date
from the same period as the three-storey terraces
on the north side of the market place, although
they were not owned by the estate. No. 26 Water
Lane is a pivotal building, at the corner of a
footpath and Water Lane, with a prominent canted
corner and hipped tiled roof (probably formerly
graduated slate) that echoes the shape of the
building.

The pairs of three-storey estate cottages in the
central part of the street differ from others in the
conservation area, as they are set back from the
road within gardens, set behind rubble gritstone
walls, some supplemented with hedges of yew and
privet. However, the creation of ad-hoc off-street
car parking has led to the loss of the characteristic
strong enclosure.
A yew tree in the garden of no. 27 is the principal
tree along Water Lane & is important as it was
probably planted by the estate, along with other key
yew trees found in Cromford.
At the western end of the street a tall terrace of
three-storey houses, Staffordshire Row, overlooks
the street and is partly set on a raised platform
behind a rubble gritstone retaining wall. It still
retains an apron of limestone pitching and many of
its 19th century
windows. In
approaching
Cromford from
Bonsall Hollow,
this row appears
over the brow of
the road at the foot
of Chapel Hill and
the
tapered
Glimpse between buildings along
alignment
leads the
Water Lane - intriguing clutter

View up Water Lane towards Via Gellia House. The yew
tree is an important landscape feature within the street
From the Greyhound pond, the road rises gradually
to the west. Views from here are punctuated by the
landmark house at Chapel Hill, Via Gellia House,
and by the early 20th century brick-built property at
the foot of Chapel Hill. Another local landmark is
the tall outbuilding that sits alongside the road just
below Chapel Hill. It is most prominent on
entering the village from Bonsall. Although largely
early 20th century in construction, the rubblestone
elevation facing Bonsall Hollow, with its squared
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quoins, may indicate a previous use.

mainly dry, limestone retaining wall runs alongside
the Bonsall Hollow road, forming a strong edge.
This wall has been repaired over the years in a mix
of different types of coursing, some sections
mortared and some laid dry. There is another large
battered retaining wall and a boundary wall above
the road between which are laid out narrow
allotments.

Chapel Hill, viewed from the footpath above Bonsall Hollow

One of several focal points along Water Lane. Both the
break in materials and the break in the frontage create
interest & punctuate the street

The handsome row of cottages at Chapel Hill are
more Georgian than vernacular in charcater. Some
were bought, some built, and some modified by
Nathaniel Wheatcroft in the period 1811 to 1832.
The last house in the ‘row’ is earlier infilling. They
have a subtle rebated break in the front wall of each
house to accommodate the slope of the site, which
enables the slate roofs to run through without
interruption. The most prominent house, Via Gellia
House (16 Chapel Hill), was built by Wheatcroft for
himself and a member of the family was still living
there in 1848. It has a prominent canted projecting
wing with a hipped roof and is a focal point in
views up Chapel Hill and along Water Lane.

Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, set up high on the bank, overlooks the
millpond serving Cromford Cornmill. A large,

The former Wesleyan Chapel building now consists
of the original base with interesting early 19th
century features and the upper back section, which
was remodelled, as it was originally two dwellings.
The Chapel from which the road takes its name, is
now a sad building, in poor condition and mutilated
with the insertion of a garage door. This section of
the street contains a strange assembly of buildings,
with a pair of cottages built in 1906 on top of the
chapel, approached via long flights of steps with
fleur-de-lys railings.
A large monkey puzzle tree stands in the garden of
the end property, at the far end of Chapel Hill and
is a landmark on descending the hillside from
footpath no. 1 (the old Stoneyway Road). From the
high level footpath on the south side of the
cornmill pond there are important glimpsed views
across to Chapel Hill though the trees.

‘Landmark’ building, a tall & prominent focal point at the
entrance to Cromford
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Bonsall Hollow

north and south, in the steep, heavily-wooded
hillside above, there are rocky outcrops of
limestone.

The conservation area includes the valley bottom
and valley sides from the cornmill as far as the
former bobbin mill, now known as Slinter Cottage
and is an area valued for its ecology.

At the top of the cornmill pond is the second dam
wall, built from evenly coursed blocks of gritstone
laid with fine joints. This is rock-faced ashlar,
suggesting a 19th century date of construction. The
Bonsall Brook now meanders through the heavily
silted upper levels of the former millpond and the
area is becoming invaded by self-sown trees. Water
flows through the original sluiced outlet, although
the control mechanism in the masonry has been
removed and the wall has partially collapsed, where
it has had an earlier repair.

The road that runs between the Cromford cornmill
and The Pig of Lead at Bonsall passes through
Bonsall Hollow. Along the valley, the course of the
Bonsall Brook was dammed at regular intervals to
create a series of large millponds. These provided a
large volume of water for the controlled releases
needed to power the several mills within Cromford.
These ponds are still evident, although largely
silted-up. They are separated by a succession of six
large, robust, dam walls, which stretch across the
width of the valley, accommodating some large
drops in level. The road, which was first built by
local people in 1736, contours along the north side
of the valley gradually climbing up Bonsall Hollow.
This is tracked on the south side of the valley by a
footpath, which runs at high level for a length,
overlooking Scarthin. Part of this level footpath
was once an embanked mill leat which formerly
served the demolished corn mill close to the
Venture Centre. Above the leat was a small
limestone quarry set high up above the cornmill,
which can still be seen. The path contours around
Slinter Tor, a prominent outcrop.

The large splayed entrance to Balleye Quarry forms
the only visual break to the continuous enclosure in
this section of the conservation area.
Almost opposite this entrance to Balleye is the third
dam with a large drop in level and a sheet of water
cascading over the spillway. The Bonsall Brook
runs alongside the road at this
point and between this and the
next dam, in a stone-lined
channel. The millpond above
this dam has many self-sown
trees and wetland trees have
been gradually colonising this
section of the valley floor for
many years and has high
ecological value. The fourth dam wall has an even
more dramatic waterfall, spilling over the dam.
There is the occasional breach
in this wall, which needs
localised repairs. The hillside
above this point has been cut
away with the expansion of
Balleye Quarry (outside the
conservation area) and the
skyline is lowered. From the
footpath and new boardwalk on the south side of
the valley the industrial buildings within the quarry
can be clearly seen.

The south side of the road is retained by a gritstone
wall with large, roughly-dressed and rounded
coping stones. Running behind the wall are a
number of self-sown trees, obscuring views of the
millpond. The north side of the road was partially
cut into the rock and is without a pavement. The
edge of the road has few features, although there
are occasionally fragments of limestone rubble
walling that once probably lined the route, now
mainly covered in mud, ivy and debris. To the

The fifth dam has two sections with water run-off,
one controlled by a sluice gate, the other the tail
race of the sawmill leat at Slinter Cottage, which
stretches as far as the wheelpit in a stone-lined
culvert.
The road begins to rise significantly above the level
of the pond as it climbs towards Bonsall and, as it
turns a sharp corner, runs past the former bobbin
mill, now sensitively restored, which is a focal point
in this part of the conservation area. The breastshot waterwheel at Slinter Cottage is housed within

The Bonsall Brook meanders through the silted-up former
millpond
95
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a single-storey stone-slate roofed structure and the
downstream mill race was put into a culvert a long
time ago. The mill has a long history of use,
probably first as a lead-smelting mill, and then as a
bobbin mill for the Arkwright estate, before
becoming a sawmill in the 19th century.

Slinter Cottage (the former bobbin mill) has been
repaired recently using rubble limestone. Both this
and the dam below the cornmill pond were earth
dams, with
rough drystone faces, massive
constructions designed to accommodate the fall
needed for the waterwheels.

In the approach from Bonsall the little mill
building, set below the level of the road, with only
its roof and mill chimney visible at this point, is
eye-catching. The later chimney that probably

AREA 6 - THE HILL, NORTH STREET,
BEDEHOUSE LANE & BARNWELL LANE
The Hill
From certain vantage points on The Hill there are
wide-ranging, panoramic views over the Derwent
valley, as far as Riber Castle near Matlock.
The historic settlement is characterised by ribbon
development, clearly illustrated on the building
chronology plan. The terraces step down the hill,
mainly in pairs, with each pair of cottages sharing a
large central chimney stack. These multi-flue stacks
add a monumental quality to the roofscape. At the
top of Cromford Hill the three-storey terraces line
only the west side of the street, no doubt due to
topographical constraints, until they reach the
bottom entrance to Bedehouse Lane where they
revert to the east side
of the street.

served a stationary steam engine, supplementing the
water wheel with an alternative power source, is a
prominent local landmark. Above this mill is a sixth
dam wall with a sluice gate. The millpond has been
partially dredged recreating a sense of the
relationship between the water and the mill. The
conservation area finishes at this point, just below a
series of industrial
units, used in
association with
processing
for
dimension stone. On
this processing site a
level platform has
been created by
importing massive
blocks of stone to
create a bank. These
are an alien feature
of the landscape, as
are the waste-stone spoil heaps.

As the terraces
descend the hill, they
follow the curve of the
bend and invite the
visitor to explore the
streetscape and views beyond. The 20th century
properties on the east side of the street are
generally raised above eye level behind retaining
walls and hedges and make little impact. The
narrow footpath running in front of the threestorey terraces widens out at no. 122 and many
buildings have a frontage apron of stone setts or
pitching, some in the form of a raised pavement.

Several of the dams within the valley are now
covered in moss and the ponds so silted up that
only the faint outline of the top of the massive wall
can be distinguished. They ranged across the whole
width of the valley, but this is often only evident by
picking through the undergrowth.
The dams further up the valley are built from small
blocks of ashlar and laid dry-jointed suggesting an
18th century date of construction. The dam above

Backs of terraces at 54-76 The Hill, viewed from footpath
no. 29
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This sometimes steps down the hill with the paired
houses, dropping with large gritstone steps or
retaining kerbs.
Between the terraces, there are back lanes and alleys
leading to allotments and further footpaths behind
the houses that strike off across the moor to old
lead-mining sites. As gaps open up between the
buildings, there are a
l arge n u mb er o f
important glimpsed
views, of the moor and
outcrops behind the
terraces, of other
buildings set back from
the frontage, sometimes
at unusual angles, of the
clutter of the allotments,
and towards the bottom
of Cromford Hill, a
tussle of roofs and
walls, vying for space.
All of this creates an
impression of dense development immediately
behind the street frontage, within a rural setting.

Roofscape between North Street & The Hill, looking from
the allotments - a dense, irregular pattern of development
The Hill, these are, therefore, very important to the
character of the conservation area. Yew trees
appear to have been planted extensively by the
Arkwright estate and appear at other focal points,
such as the entrance to Intake Lane and next to St.
Mary’s Church.
The west side of The Hill is constrained by a sheer
limestone bluff, which defines the extent of the
settlement, and beyond that the steep climb up to
the hill above Cromford and Middleton Moor. The
hill rises from 150 metres at The Hill to 265 metres
where the footpath
levels out at the top of
Dene Quarry. The
limestone bluff is now
ve ry
o ver gro w n ,
although there are
occasional glimpses of
rockface.
The
allotments behind the
Glimpsed view of The Hill
properties nos. 86-110
from the limestone bluff
are literally squeezed
into this space in tiers of retained stone-walled
“gardens”. Above the limestone outcrop, and
outside the conservation area, is a nature reserve,
Rose End Meadows, an SSSI, important for the
flora and fauna associated with the lead mining
landscape of the pre-Arkwright era. On the west
side of The Hill, the paths between and behind the
properties still survive, lined with limestone
drystone walls, and enclosing paddocks and
allotments.

The 19th century immediate agricultural setting of
the Arkwright settlement is no longer apparent, as
one descends the hill. The fields that came down
into the village, and lined the road opposite the
terraces, have all been built upon. It is only as one
ventures down the footpaths and side roads that
the agricultural setting becomes apparent as
paddocks, small fields and allotments can still be
found. There were once many more mature trees
with a large canopy overhanging the road. Many of
these were on the east side of the street, within
small fields, but the road has been widened and the
open spaces have now been filled with housing.
Where there are trees in the gardens of properties,
such as the group of yew trees in front of 20-24

There are a number of 18th century allotments in
this area, some of which are currently outside the
conservation area. The form of these is still
preserved, in the same pattern that can be seen on
the 1841 Tithe map, even though some are being
used as car parking bays.

At the bottom of The Hill glimpsed views looking towards
North Street (left) and Cromford Moor (right) show the
density of development
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Most of the Arkwright phase outbuildings & animal
shelters survive, although most have been
converted to domestic uses. They are typically
plain, rubble gritstone with Staffordshire blue clay
tiled roofs and simple
squared lintels. There
is very little evidence
that can help to
identify their dates of
construction but the
Tithe Award is very
clear about their uses.
They
comprised
Glimpse along the footpath at individual cowhouses
the rear of 114 The Hill
and some large
enough for two cows,
as well as pigcotes and privies. The individual
cowhouses in rows
(such as the row behind
114 The Hill) suggests
that certain millworkers
were being encouraged
to keep a dairy cow as
well as a pig. There
may have been a
general shortage of
milk. Certainly at
Belper the Strutt family
had purpose-built dairy
farms specifically to
provide milk for the
large workforce. Along Glimpse of 130 The Hill
Alabaster Lane, at the
bottom of the Hill, there were also two rows of
cowhouses, each one separately tenanted from the
Arkwright estate. No. 130 The Hill is set back
from the street and has a gable-fronted elevation.
This appears to be a conversion of an earlier barn
into a house, by the Arkwright estate.

allotment gardens to the south of North Street.
Several properties were formerly shops and the
shop windows have fortunately been retained,
which reveal something about the self-reliant nature
of the community. These include No. 126 and the
old post office (No. 114). At the bottom of The
Hill Peter Arkwright built The Working Men’s
Institute (still called The Institute today), which
contained a Reading Room.
The two-storey cottages Nos. 78 & 80 appear to
have been built before the Arkwright houses. They
are set back from the main building line and are
mid 18th century in origin (the limestone house, the
earlier of the two), with stone coped gables, and
may have been built shortly after the construction
of the turnpike road.

Glimpsed views between the buildings behind The Hill leading to views of dense development behind North Street
(left) and views of Cromford Moor (right)
The land opposite both the three-storey and twostorey terraces is retained and the properties are set
back from the retained bank, generally above eye
level. On this higher level, roughly half way down
the hill, is a pair of two-storey cottages, early 19th
century development of the Arkwright estate, and
there is a further row on the opposite side of The
Hill, which is distinctive as it is set at a 90 degree
angle to the road. The modern housing on the east
side of The Hill makes little impact on the
conservation area in views climbing the hill and the
large, simple wall acts as a foil to the large blocks of
18th and 19th century estate housing.

This area would have been quite rural in character
with small fields for pasture. This was where the
town pinfold was located, directly behind no. 114
The Hill. It is still preserved as a walled pound
(enclosure). This was a place where straying
livestock could be temporarily penned-in by the
“pounder”.
Behind the terraced
rows of Arkwright
houses are rows of
single-pitch roofed
privies. These occur
throughout this part
of the conservation
area, at Bedehouse
Lane and further
Allotments between The Hill &
down the hill serving
North Street

Descending The Hill, there is a row of houses
dating from 1933 raised up above eye level. The
rendered house just beyond this group is noticeable
and out of place, simply for the use of render in
this context. There are also gaps and glimpsed
views between the terraces on the east side, leading
to Mason’s Opening, Bedehouse Lane and a back
way to North Street, the entry past Alley Head
House (71 The Hill).
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The street runs along the contours of the natural
slope of the hill and the northern terrace therefore
is set at a lower level. The difference in ground
level is made up by a substantial gritstone retaining
wall, with large pink gritstone blocks defining the
edge of the road and intermittent stone steps.

Glimpsed view of Mason’s Opening, off The Hill (left) and
glimpse of The Hill from Swifts Entry (right)
There are two ranges of two-storey terraces, and
opposite these is a large retaining wall and a wide
splayed entrance into Hawthorn Drive. The loss of
enclosure creates a weak point in the street
frontage.
North Street
North Street stands on a north-west/ south-east
alignment with continuous three-storey terraced
houses lining both sides of the street. The name has
nothing to do with its geographical location and is
instead derived from Lord North, who was Prime
Minister between 1770 and 1782 during the
American War of Independence. Naming this street
may indicate Arkwright’s national pride and sense
of loyalty to British causes although North’s
popularity quickly waned with his failure to subdue
the American colonies.

At the end of the street, the village school forms a
focal point, framed by yew trees on either side. The
19th century school buildings form a courtyard, the
frontage screened by a set of recently restored
hand-forged railings set into a stone plinth.
Between the school and the entrance drive to
Alison House are several important trees that
follow the drive. They include a huge elm tree and
several beech trees. These are very eye-catching in
views descending Allen’s Hill and the entrance
drive.

The character of the street is striking, with wellpreserved building details and the strong horizontal
character of the terraces emphasised by a
continuous, unbroken roofline and long four-light
weavers windows at attic level. The environment is
hard-edged, with many hard surfaces; the original
stone finishes now dominated by expanses of
tarmac. It was once a much softer scene with large
trees running down the north side of the street
(clearly marked on the Tithe map). These were
removed in the early 20th century, probably when
they reached the natural end of their life.

Swifts Entry & Swifts Hollow
To the rear of the Market Place, there are two
narrow access paths that link up; one to Swifts
Hollow, where “The Bear Pit” takes centre stage,
and the other running past the Lock-Up, and called
Swifts Entry. This area is full of tightly-packed
buildings; warehousing and outbuildings to the
shops, pigcotes and privies. It was historically
occupied by a few specialist trades, such as the
Tinsmith’s. Access between the buildings is so
tight that the corners of some have been
“softened” and there are several occasions where
the sweep of the footpath is echoed by a curved
boundary wall. The roughly circular shape of “The
Bear Pit” forms a pivotal part of this area. Deep at
the bottom of the pit the water running from the
Cromford Sough emerges and is sluiced and
diverted into two channels. At a slightly higher level
there is a culvert which once took the sough water
back into the Greyhound Pond. This feature is
mysterious and not easy to interpret at first glance.
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that commanded the views.
On either side of the road are three groups of twostorey stone-built cottages of circa 1800, built from
pink gritstone. These all have graduated stone slate
roofs, and this is quite a localised characteristic of
this lane, stone slate being limited in its use on
other Arkwright properties. There seems little
doubt that this was chosen because of the
proximity of these cottages to the Almshouses,
which also have a stone slate roof. These cottages,
unlike the cottages on The Hill, were largely built to
run along the contours of the hill (at right angles to
the road), making the most of the level parts of the
topography.

This area forms a small valley, with the gentle slope
of the land rising to the east occupied by 18th
century allotments. This is an area that is crammed
full of pigcotes (many of them built in the second
half of the 19th century) and small outbuildings,
although many are in poor condition.

From Bedehouse Lane there are many intermittent
& commanding long distance views across the
valley to Willersley Castle, Matlock Bath, Riber
Castle, with dramatic silhouettes formed by the
tree-lined ridges on the north side of the Derwent.

From this backland space, there are important
glimpsed views of Allen’s Hill and of Willersley
Castle, although this is not so noticeable in the
summer.

Barnwell Lane
There are spectacular views and glimpses all along
Barnwell Lane of Willersley Castle and the
landscape setting surrounding it and the village.
Barnwell Lane contours across the hillside and
leads to the top of Bedehouse Lane and then on
across the hill to Cromford Moor. It has one
prominent three-storey terrace of Arkwright
houses, which is slightly detached from the
remainder of housing on The Hill. This is set back
from the road behind long front gardens. The
majority of houses along Barnwell Lane are 20th
century, with a few exceptions. The small groups of
buildings further along the lane were smallholdings,
probably developed, in association with the
enclosure of parts of the moor following the
creation of the Cromford and Bates Soughs. The
farm groups roughly follow the course of the lane,
which was probably a packhorse route.

Bedehouse Lane
Bedehouse Lane runs down the steep hillside in an
almost straight run, except for an odd staggered
alignment at The Almshouses. It is characterised by
continuous rubble gritstone boundary walls
finished with a flat stone coping, a distinctive detail
within this part of the conservation area. The route
of Bedehouse Lane changes from a single track
road to a footpath, past The Almshouses, and then
opens out again towards Mason’s Opening. This
reflects an old change in road alignment and
reduction in status of the route.
The lane is dominated by the single storey row of
Almshouses which
contours across the
slope and forms an
abrupt focal point in
views looking down
the lane. This row is
low in profile, and
marked for its stone
slate roof. It has 17th
century chamfered
mullioned windows on
t he
uph i ll
sid e
(extensively restored)
and
largerproportioned 19th
century mullioned
windows on the side Cartouche at The Almshouses

View from Barnwell Lane towards Willersley
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8. Negative Factors

NEGATIVE FACTORS
•

Preamble
Compared with many other historic industrial
settlements, the historic core of Cromford has
survived remarkably intact. Although the mill
buildings have been altered and there have been
some losses, very little of the Arkwright estate
housing has been demolished.

Mary’s Church and Church Walk
the loss of vista between the garden of Rock
House and the valley beyond to its southeast

This assessment of loss and damage to the
conservation area highlights the main issues, using
photographs of examples to illustrate the main
points. It is not a full audit of alterations or a full
condition survey.
Loss of trees
Even though the character of the conservation area
is dominated by its tree-covered setting, there has
been a substantial loss of trees within the urban
core of the settlement and a loss of rural character.
Particular areas where there has been loss of trees
are:
•
the leafy environment of the A6, particularly
at the junction of this and the B5036
•
North Street – the original avenue has been
removed
•
Cromford Hill – the piecemeal widening and
development of the street, particularly the
east side of the road has involved the
removal of some large trees, which created a
soft canopy
•
New Close & the parkland setting of Rock
House – now fields of open pasture, but
once the perimeter of these was defined by
plantations

The view from Church Walk to Willersley Castle today!
Other significant designed views, from particular
vantage points, and exchanges of view between the
wider valley and houses and their gardens, such as
Willersley Castle, Masson House & Rock House,
have been lost, although many are recoverable.
Loss of historic garden features

Self-sown trees & loss of planned views

Former ice-house above Willersley

Although the landscape is an important natural
resource, highly valued by the local population, and
recognised by the designation of a number of Sites
of Special Scientific Interest and Wildlife Sites,
there is generally less recognition of the value of
the designed landscape. There is a registered park
and garden at Willersley, but in general the historic
gardens and parks within Cromford have been
valued more for their ecology than their design or
their contribution to the wider character of the
valley and views. Most of these spaces are in
private ownership.

Throughout the
conservation area
historic
garden
features have been
neglected. These
include retaining
walls, ice-houses,
designed walks and
late 18th and 19th
century planting.

Poor quality of public realm
There are a number of instances where the public
realm has been poorly designed or maintained.
Where the boundary between private and public
space is unclear, the space is often neglected.
The provision of wire mesh to cover the rock-face
at Scarthin Nick is no doubt a result of rock-falls,
but this detracts from the natural beauty of the
gorge.
At Masson, in particular, the semi-public spaces are
poorly maintained and lack visual coherence, with a
mixture of concrete posts, tubular steel railings,
concrete steps and alien boundaries such as

There are occasions where the unmanaged or
unrestricted growth of trees within the landscape
has led to the loss of some important views;
•
the view between Willersley Castle and St.
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and opens up views of modern housing
development within cul-de-sacs, which do not
relate to the predominant character of Cromford.
This area could be enhanced and the Hill reclaim
some of its lost ‘soft green setting’ by an
appropriate landscaping scheme.
The crash barrier running down The Hill is
unsightly but necessary, following several fatalities
and significant damage to property caused by
runaway vehicles.
Unsightly wire-mesh covering the rock-face at Derby Road

In a number of locations the use of palisade or
close-boarded fence creates a long linear feature in
the street. This is visually jarring, particularly where
it removes interesting views at pedestrian level:
•
along Cromford Hill - a long palisade fence
above a large retaining wall to the properties
on Arkwright Gardens
•
along The Hill opposite The Bell - a large
close-boarded panel fence has been added to
demarcate the pub garden
•
along Derby Road - a continuous closeboarded fence in front of the residential
properties runs along the south side of the
street
•
above the boundary wall at 1 & 2 Mill Road

“Davey-block”, which can be seen fronting Masson
House. Several boundaries have lost their copings
or railings and in a
number
of
instances original
gates and gatepiers
are
missing.
B o rd e r i n g
the
public footpaths,
there are limestone
boundary
walls
snaking
at
high
Concrete steps near Carnell Lane
level, with several
breaches between the public footpath and private
gardens.
Along Bonsall Hollow, above Slinter Cottage, there
is a section of tubular steel railings and concrete
posts running alongside the road, which are
unsympathetic.
Hawthorn Drive, off The Hill, was created with a
wide visibility splay for traffic and a small public
space comprising a tree and seat surrounded by a
patch of grass and a large expanse of tarmac. On
the rise of the hill, this is a prominent space that
does not relate to the characteristic grain of
development and has little physical enclosure. With
the exception of a single beech tree, the space
detracts from the character of the conservation area

Close-boarded and palisade fencing running alongside The
Hill
Cromford Meadows is used by a number of
organisations, although the land is privately owned.
At the entrance, there is a proliferation of signs and
a number of phases of “improvements”; cattle
grid, yellow height restriction bars, tubular steel
railings, timber gate and rubber tyres. These need
rationalisation.

Entrance to Hawthorn Drive with wide visibility splay

Messy entrance to Cromford Meadows
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Highways & traffic management

Pressure for car parking
and heavy haulage
parking leads to sights
such as this (left) along
Water Lane.

The single greatest 20th century impact in
Cromford is from traffic, which divides the two
sides of Cromford Hill, divides the two sides of the
Market Place and divorces the village from the
Arkwright mills. Heavy haulage is an acknowledged
important local industry within this part of
Derbyshire. Recent efforts to ease the situation for
the pedestrian, with traffic lights and multiple
pelican crossings, have created visual clutter. At the
junction of the A6 with
the B5036 there is a
considerable amount of
paraphernalia
associated with traffic
management; traffic
l i gh t s, p ed e st r i an
refuges, protective
railings and high
visibility road markings. Although no doubt
necessary, they dominate the main road junction,
which was once the subject of scenic postcards, for
its dramatic topography.

New development
In a few cases 20th century development has had a
damaging effect on the character of the
conservation area.
Although the modern housing, Millpond
Cottages, at Scarthin, has been built in local
gritstone, the ground
floor windows are high
above street level and
the large block does not
allow gaps for access or
glimpses of the hillside
above. The result is a
modern development
without the intimate scale of the historic settlement
pattern, and without an active frontage or interest
at pedestrian level.

Car parking is scarce within Cromford. The
presence
of
continually enclosed
frontages limits
opportunities for
off-street
car
parking, with the
result that streets
like Scarthin are
usually lined by cars.
Within the market
place, car parking has been managed as
pragmatically as possible, but parked cars still
overhwelm the space and degrade the setting of the
buildings.

Commercial garages at Cromford Hill (Cromford
Hill Garage) and Water Lane (Walkers Garage)
detract from the
character of the
historic settlement and
need large units.
Elsewhere, it is often
the smallest structures
that stand out. Modern
garages often stand out
because they are
prominent on a hillside, within a prominent street
frontage or have a flat roof.

Along Water Lane, heavy use by large lorries has
forced property owners to seek refuge by creating
off-street car parking bays within front gardens.
Along this road, the Arkwright pairs of cottage,
which are some of the few to have front gardens,
have been altered with the introduction of car
parking areas and garages, which has removed
important boundary walls.

Garage building at Scarthin. Built on the site of a row of
terraced cottages, the garage is out of place because it is so
conspicuous in the street frontage and uses modern materials

Loss of important stone boundary walls along Water Lane
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From Bedehouse Lane there are a handful of
modern houses that stand out (below). They fall
outside the development limit set by the line of
Bedehouse Lane and spoil the views towards
Willersley.

terraces, creating obtrusive, artificial breaks in the
roofline. This has affected in particular the rows 4969 & 73-91 The Hill, 80 The Hill, 28-32 Market
Place & 11-13 Market Place. This is particularly
damaging on the smaller two-storey cottages and
the market place properties, where the roofs can
easily be seen.

The loss of slate roofs to concrete is common in Cromford.
Over 200 years old, Welsh slate generally does not last as
long as the more durable Staffordshire blue clay tiles. Welsh
slate was a characteristic of the second phase of development
in Cromford (1800 - 1840). Concrete tiles cannot replicate
the shiny, sleek & flat characteristics of the natural material
Loss of historic building details
Despite, many years of grant schemes encouraging
reinstatement of traditional joinery, there are still
many examples of uPVC and other modern forms
of glazing within the listed buildings. Missing
original windows include the 6-paned timber
casements that were found throughout the threestorey terraces on The Hill, small-paned cast iron
windows and the multi-paned Georgian vertically
sliding sashes in the three storey properties lining
the Market Place. Most damaging is the localised
loss of stone details, particularly central stone
mullions (e.g. Nos. 62, 74, 76, 90-94 & 102 The
Hill).

The removal of traditional render
Another occasional alteration is the removal of
traditional render. This might reveal the lovely
texture of the local pink stone, but in semidetached pairs or a terrace of rendered properties,

The removal of the mullion and insertion of a bow window
(left), in an Arkwright terraced house, stands out as an
oddity in the street. The insertion of a large window in the
gable end of the Mill Manager’s House (right) is
unsympathetic because of its wide proportions, compared with
the original sash windows
Although car parking spoils the setting of this building at
the bottom of Scarthin, the late 19th century brick building
lacks sparkle as a result of the loss of the original sash
windows. These would have been set back within a rebate,
giving depth to the façade, and would have been painted a
light colour, giving relief to the elevations

The loss of natural roof materials and widespread
replacement with concrete roof tiles is one of the
most damaging alterations within the conservation
area because it interrupts the continuity of the
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this damages the original uniform character of
Arkwright’s planned housing and interrupts the
flow along the street. In these cases, the roughly
chiselled inverted “T” lintels were clearly not
designed to be seen.

been lost down Cromford Hill and despite the large
quantity of traditional paving materials that survive,
gulleys at Scarthin, Water Lane and Chapel Hill
have been largely obscured by tarmac. The original
stone surface in front of the North Street
properties has also been covered with tarmac. Its
original condition is unknown.

Alterations to historic boundaries & loss of
boundaries & paving
In a number of instances boundaries have been
adapted or altered with either loss of architectural
detail or the introduction of new features that strike
a jarring note within the conservation area. The
continuity of terraces has been affected by
replacement of traditional boundaries with new
walls that are often ad-hoc, individual expressions
of taste. Where the original boundary was of
particular historic interest or part of a continuous
design for a frontage, this has a damaging effect on
the street.

Original limestone sets, partially disguised by tarmac and
covered by a concrete block garage
Unsympathetic alterations to historic buildings
A number of historic properties have been adapted
for use as garages. These include those used as
domestic garages and larger commercial garages. In
several cases the
punching of a
garage door in
the front wall of
the building has
been particularly
detrimental to its
character. The
main examples
are the former
church on Water Lane (now Cromford Garage) and
the former Wesleyan Methodist Chapel on Chapel
Hill. A number of small cowhouses behind The
Hill have also been adapted in this way, removing
the original cow-sized entrance door.

Loss of cast iron panel fencing (left) and replacement of
original raised pavement with a modern wall (right)
Many of the historic iron railings surrounding the
estate properties are in a poor condition. Simple
horizontal bar, estate railings surround the inner
area of the churchyard, parts of the Willersley
Castle estate, Allen’s Hill, and the frontage to Rock
House. These are
generally in a poor
condition. The railings
fixed to the walls at
Cromford Meadows are
also heavily distorted.
There have been some
losses of formal vertical
cast iron and wrought
iron railings, such as
those running along the
boundary wall at the
en tran ce d ri ve to
Cromford Court, probably removed for the war
effort. In recent years a number of rows of railings
have been reinstated, such as those in front of
Cromford School and The Institute on The Hill.

The adaptation of an old arched opening (possibly
for a carriage) at the entrance to Cromford Court to
create a garage has been carried out crudely using a
concrete lintel and cutting through the original
carved stone arch.
In general, extensions to the historic buildings are
in keeping, although there are a few exceptions,
such as the flat-roofed extension to the 19th
century cottages on Carnell Lane, which is
prominent on the hillside at Masson.

In many locations the original paving materials and
stone gulleys still survive in-situ, but hidden under
tarmac. Traditional stone-lined gulleys have largely
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of the conservation area are:
•
the gradual disappearance of the original mill
leat from Cromford Sough at the back of
The Limeyard and to the south of Mill Road,
which is silted up, overgrown and threatened
with unmanaged tree growth
•
the loss of the cast iron aqueduct crossing
Mill Road
•
the gradual silting up of the ponds through
Bonsall Hollow & loss of identity of dam
walls, and gradual deterioration of culverts
and sluices
•
the gradual loss of the wheelpit to the
second cornmill at the west end of Water
Lane
•
the loss of waterwheels, evidence of the
turbine, and launders at the cornmill
•
Overgrown self-sown saplings alongside the
small section of watercourse (Bonsall
Brook), between the War Memorial gardens
and the A6 - this completely obscures the
evidence of this important feature from
public appreciation & should be removed
•
the loss of waterwheels & evidence of power
transmission at the Cromford Mills complex

Unsightly garage on South End, near entrance drive to
Cromford Court

Cromford Garage on Water Lane - the original Gothic
traceried window was altered many years ago to create the
garage business in the redundant church

The presence of the Bonsall Brook, running between two
arched openings in a stone-lined channel, behind the seat and
railings, is completely hidden by the self-sown, overgrown trees

Electricity supply cables
A number of the important terraces have been
disfigured by the use of surface-mounted electricity
supply cables:
•
North Street southern terrace
•
Mount Pleasant
Overhead electricity supply cables are also
prominent criss-crossing Cromford Hill.
Loss and damage
management systems

to

historic

Loss of semi-agricultural character & setting
A. construction of new buildings on former
Arkwright allotments
Development of new housing on the site of former
allotments has been going on for many years, as a
result of lack of available building land.
•
21 allotments were removed at the end of
North Street when Oakhill was built
•
A row of allotments were removed when the
housing estate – Hawthorn Drive & Beech
Walk – was developed

water

The important water management systems have
been neglected. The main threats to the significance
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•
•

No. 156 The Hill was built on the site of
three allotments
The bungalow at the bottom of Bedehouse
Lane was built on the site of 3 allotments

B. Change of use of agricultural buildings to
domestic uses
The adaptation of agricultural buildings to domestic
uses has been on-going for many years. In some
cases this provides a new life for an old building,
but in several cases the loss of the small scale of
details, such as cowhouse doorways, shuttered
openings and ventilation slots, has cumulatively led
to loss of character.

Poor condition of Arkwright outbuilding within Swifts
Hollow

Condition
Overall the condition of historic buildings in the
village is good, with many in excellent condition,
largely as a result of
massive public and
private investment over
the last 20 years.
Despite this, there are
still a few buildings in
poor condition. These
are primarily ancillary
buildings, privies,
pigcotes, cowhouses,
small barns and sheds
which are qui te
vulnerable as most do
not have an economic
use, but are often listed
and
incorporate
traditional materials.
Lack of maintenance threatens these structures.
Demolition has been limited in Cromford mainly to
Scarthin.

Former Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, Chapel Hill
Setting of conservation area
Because of the topography and significant changes
in level throughout the conservation area, there are
a number of views within the village that are
dominated by 20th century development. Much of
this development falls outside the conservation area
boundary, but still has a significant impact on its
setting.

Redundant buildings
Over recent years there has been substantial
investment in the historic infrastructure and many
redundant buildings have been brought back into
active use. However, there are still a number of
empty historic properties that, because of their
poor condition, detract from the character of the
conservation area. These include:
•
the former Wesleyan Methodist Chapel on
Chapel Hill
•
the west platform building at Cromford
Station
•
the Fishing Lodge on Mill Road

Development at Dunsley of the dimension stone
site and the creation of massive spoil heaps, has a
damaging effect on the setting of Slinter Cottage
and the millpond, and views from the dam, as well
as damaging the approach into Cromford from
Bonsall.
The sprawl of 20th century housing off Cromford
Hill has a negative effect on the setting of the
conservation area, most evident in views from
Willersley and from vantage points along The Hill.
The approach into Cromford from the south, along
Derby Road, is spoilt by extensive roadside housing
development.
107

In Chapel Hill, 19th century lamp standards still
survive, but unfortunately have ugly modern street
lanterns affixed to them.

View of Dunsley site from the mill dam at Slinter Cottage

Above left - restored lighting column in the Market Place.
Above right - railings & cast iron gatepost at the entrance to
Willersley “paddock”. The significant historic street furniture
is often overlooked.
It is sometimes difficult to distinguish between the old historic
settlement and new housing in views across Cromford Hill
Loss and damage to street furniture
On occasion, the original street furniture has been
removed and replaced with an unsympathetic
alternative. The original pink gritstone bollards
outside The Greyhound were replicated in a grant
scheme using oak posts, with a chamfered top, but
the recent softwood bollards with a flat capping are
over-simplified and will quickly rot.

Railings at Rock House (above) - damage to the Arkwright
estate fencing is a common sight.
The railings running alongside the road at the
Scarthin Promenade require repair. The iron estate
railings throughout the conservation area are in
poor condition. The original monument and
lantern in the Market Place has been beautifully
restored but the bus stop is too close and damages
its setting (below left). Within the market place the
historic street furniture is lost amidst the sea of cars
and paraphernalia.

Modern replacement softwood bollards at the market place
(above left) & original gritstone posts (above right)
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