enclosed gardens, including walled gardens and vegetable/
kitchen gardens. Some recent developments that have

7 GUIDELINES 1

detached houses standing near the centre of broadfrontage plots seem to be in conflict with this character.

Traditionally constructed stone walls using
local limestone should be encouraged for plot
boundaries. Timber post-and-rails, sawn
vertical close-boarded fencing or iron railings
are also suitable in Bonsall. New housing
developments should acknowledge and
perpetuate the existing patterns and variety in
character of plots and gardens in the
particular area of the village, especially in
relation to garden size, uniformity, shape and
relationship with the buildings. Any future
development within the built area of the
village that includes large gardens is likely to
work against the present cohesiveness and
may be detrimental to the village character.
For example ranch style fencing and gardens
with extensive lawns and dotted conifers are
out-of-keeping with the rougher grazing-land
character of the village edges. Narrowfrontage plots should be favoured in Yeoman
Street, Ember Lane, Uppertown Lane,
Bankside and High Street. Elsewhere, regular
building spacing, or plots having a regular
depth should be avoided. Allowance should be
made for occasional buildings with minimal or
no front gardens, and also for gable ends to
abut the road or footpath. Any future
developments should beware of inhibiting the
‘workaday’ character of plots and gardens
where pigeon lofts, chicken sheds and
produce-growing are often in evidence.

Part of the distinctiveness of Bonsall is revealed by its plots
and gardens. They vary widely, and many are a mixture
of decorative and utilitarian. Most decorative parts of
gardens are small and few have extensive lawns. Large
trees figure prominently in a few places and the woodland
edge is a significant feature along Clatterway, where there
is also a fine children’s tree house. Utilitarian gardens are
common, with vegetable growing, pigeons, chickens and
other livestock all featuring throughout the village. Farming activities are closely linked with the village itself, giving
a strong impression of an unselfconscious working village
which has been largely lost in many other places. The
choice of walls or fencing for plots and gardens is important as unsuitable designs can spoil a building or the local
landscape. White ranch fencing, concrete posts and wire,
wire mesh or interwoven panels are not in keeping with
the village character.

Pigeon lofts
Bonsall & District Homing Society has thirteen ‘flying’
members, ten of whom live in the village, each with lofts
on their land. Pigeon lofts contribute to Bonsall’s sense of
place and add to the distinctive character of the village.
They are located throughout the village, where there is

1

Supporting policies B5 and B6 (parts H9, H10 and DC16) in
Appendix C

the interest of past or present occupants. Lofts are ideally
built to take advantage of valley sides and longer hours of
sunshine, but locations in Bonsall are idiosyncratic,
depending on the constraints of the available land at the
time of construction and personal preferences. The
number of active flyers in the village is declining and with
each succeeding generation, it is possible that the take-up
will be lower. Some lofts are already in use as sheds since
ill-health has caused members to retire their birds.

Open Spaces & Gaps Between
Buildings
Due to the historical evolution of the village there is no
regularity of development. In The Dale, Puddle Hill,
Nether Green, Slaley, Greenhill and Town Head there is
often no common building line and no uniform arrangement of buildings. Houses are built at angles to their
32 BONSALL Village Design Statement

Dale Road garden and pigeon loft

PLANNING POLICY

8 GUIDELINES 1

Lofts are permitted development within a
domestic boundary without planning
permission unless 1) the loft is nearer the
‘highway’ than the nearest part of the original
house, 2) more than half the area around the
house is to be covered by the loft, 3) if it is
more than three metres in height (or four
metres with a ridged roof). In the grounds of
a listed building, the loft must not have a
volume of more than 10 cubic metres.

It is necessary to maintain the types of
relationship between existing buildings when
infilling with new housing or extending existing
houses. In The Dale, Puddle Hill, Nether
Green, Slaley, Greenhill and Town Head there
is often no common building line and no
uniform arrangement of buildings. Houses are
built at angles to their neighbours and to their
road frontages. These layouts are important
because they do not have a form associated
with suburban areas and contribute
significantly to the character of the village.
When considering extensions to existing
buildings, both the building size and position
within the plot are relevant. The ratio of
building footprint (the shape and area of the
building) to plot size should reflect the
existing spaces in neighbouring properties. In
many areas (e.g. Bankside, Greenhill, Dale
Head, Town Head), houses are seen through
the spaces between other houses and this
should be retained.

RESIDENTS’ VIEWS
Lofts (and the circling pigeons) are a
characteristic feature of the Bonsall
landscape, worthy of special attention and
conservation.
neighbours and to their road frontages. These layouts are
important because they do not have a form associated
with suburban areas and contribute significantly to the
character of the village.

1

Supporting policy B5 (parts H10 and H16) in Appendix C

The land and spaces between houses is similarly variable,

Among the more important non-listed buildings and
structures are: 1) The frame-knitters’ workshop near The

depending on the size and orientation of the plots, and in
some parts of the village (Bankside, Yeoman Street, Dale

Cross, 2) The Fountain, 3) The gas lamp at The Cross,
4 ) All village wells, 5) The ‘rope walk’ (or ‘Rope Yard’ - a

Head) due to earlier demolition of houses. Off-road
parking and turning spaces on the plots of new houses

long thin walled strip of land in Uppertown). Most are
maintained in good condition, but a few are suffering

has also created new clear spaces between properties.

neglect which may threaten their future.

These spaces around buildings are important, especially
when viewed from hillsides, as they enable the relation-

Buildings: scale, proportion and
character

ship of buildings to each other to be seen. In many areas
(e.g. Bankside, Greenhill, Dale Head, Town Head),
houses are seen through the spaces between other
houses.

BUILDINGS
Listed and non-listed buildings and
structures

In Bonsall there is a tradition of simple, robust, economical stone housing, built by local people using local materials to suit the local conditions. Building methods evolved
to cope with the steeply sloping land and as a result the
buildings fit into their setting. The houses are substantially
constructed with pitched roofs, angled to cope with the
prevailing wind and rain. The differences in style and scale
of houses, and the unique character of each of the

There are twelve listed buildings in Bonsall (Appendix A).
Additionally there are non-listed buildings and structures

different parts of the village, are described in ‘Distinctive
areas with the village’ above.

that have special significance and contribute to its history,
distinctiveness and appeal. Residents identified 41 build-

Responses to the residents’ questionnaire indicated that

ings and structures that they considered to be special or
important (Appendix B).

matching the scale and size of any new developments
with existing housing is a major concern (Appendix B).
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buildings and the materials used.

Local and Parish Councils should take
particular care to maintain listed and nonlisted public structures and avoid any action
that could either damage them or reduce
their visual amenity. Listing of additional
buildings and structures should be actively
considered, especially the frame-knitters
workshops in the Dale and at the Cross, the
Fountain and the 3 telephone boxes. Where
buildings or structures are in private
possession, the village requests that owners
take particular care to maintain and preserve
them and not to undertake any alteration
that could result in their loss, damage or
change of character.

Traditional houses had low room heights (<2.1m) which

1

gave the characteristic low eaves of cottages. More
recently, until 1985, building regulations required a
minimum room height (2.3m) although this is not now a
requirement. New buildings and extensions can be
constructed with lower elevations but adequate room
height can be achieved by partly occupying the roof
space, by having exposed structural supports below a
ceiling, by lowering the floor level, or by building into
hillsides.

See policy B8 in Appendix C

New housing on High Street

Buildings: varying functions and
changes of use
In addition to its housing, Bonsall has a rich variety of
buildings associated with past and present employment,
recreation and religious use. They each have a unique
character and now have diverse functions. They include:
Field barns, The ‘Council House’ (or range), Chapels and
church, The Dower House, Yeoman St. garage, The
Manor House, The Kings Head, The Queens Head, The

Monument on Church Street

Fountain, The Barley Mow, The Old Bakehouse, Frame
knitters’ workshops, The Old Co-op building, Shops,
Farms, The School, The Village Hall.

Two positive features of Bonsall are the lack of large scale,
uniform developments and the individuality of each area
of the village.
The new houses on Clatterway and High Street are
examples of sympathetic design and construction with
regard to the scale, proportion and character of the
34 BONSALL Village Design Statement

These distinctive buildings are integral to the character of
Bonsall and clearly demonstrate that employment,
religion and social activities have always been at the heart
of the village. Workplaces continue to be situated within
the village, despite more recent daily commuting to jobs
in local towns and cities.

9 GUIDELINES 1

RESIDENTS’ VIEWS 1

The design of new housing developments
and infilling in vacant plots should
complement neighbouring properties with
respect to the scale and proportion of
buildings. The style of housing should
complement (but not necessarily copy) the
vernacular style of architecture, and
contribute to the individual character of that
part of the village. New buildings or
extensions should complement the height of
neighbouring houses and not overpower
them.
Buildings listed in the text that have
architectural and historical importance
should be protected from significant
changes.
Bonsall is characterised by having barns and
outbuildings with the potential for
conversion. Special and favourable
consideration should be given to planning
applications which use redundant buildings
(e.g. chapels and field barns) for new
employment/housing subject to conservation
imperatives. Changes which enhance the
historic quality of the village architecture
should be encouraged. New developments
should incorporate spaces/buildings that can
meet future employment needs.

For the sustainability of the village, it will be
important to develop new work opportunities
in the community. As in the past the village
should aim to ensure that future development
is not exclusively limited to residential needs.
This will benefit individuals (less travel/expenditure, convenience for childcare etc) and
will reduce the environmental impact of
transport and traffic congestion. (see also
Local Agenda 21 in Section 4)

1

1

See policy B5 in Appendix C

The predominant vernacular style uses local limestone for
‘random rubble’ walls and dressed gritstone for quoins
and window or door surrounds. Rendered walls are
made from a lime-sand mortar (details in Appendix D).
The use of gable ends as the principal façade is a characteristic feature of older buildings. However, there is a
great diversity of styles, including red-brick Victorian and
post-World War II houses.
Traditional house construction was single-banked (ie one
room deep) and single aspect. Newer buildings are often
Random limestone walls with gritstone quoins

See policies B1 (part EMP10), B5 and B7 in Appendix C.

There are also a Policy Advice Note (No 1) from DDDC on
‘Extending Your Home’, a PDNPA ‘Building Design Guide’
(February 1987) that offer detailed design guidance, and a
DDDC ‘Guide to Conversion of Farm Buildings’ (January 2001)
that gives detailed guidance on preferred conversion options.

Buildings: Style of architecture,
diversity and construction
Traditional house construction, the use of local materials,
and traditional designs that are in keeping with the village
character were the most highly rated when residents
were asked about qualities required of new developments (Appendix B).
Bonsall retains a high proportion of 17th and 18th century
housing, which has remained relatively unchanged. The
architecture carries easily discernible traces of the history
of the village and many older buildings show indications of
their earlier uses.
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more than one room deep and may have aspects in
different directions. Care is therefore needed to relate

10 GUIDELINES 1

the building to the site, and to avoid overlooking existing
buildings.

The plan and roof shape of new houses and
extensions should be as simple as possible.
The gable width should be narrow (approximately 6m) and the eaves should be as low
as possible, consistent with an adequate
room height. The use of gable ends as the
principal façade is a characteristic feature of
older buildings. However, there is a great
diversity of styles, including red-brick Victorian and post-World War II houses.

The overall shape and size of houses has traditionally
been as simple as possible. The proper elevation of a
house is particularly important. It gives balance in the
proportions of the walls and their openings, it ensures
that the walls (not the windows) dominate and that there
is a simple arrangement of doors and windows.
Traditionally, doors and windows were small to reduce
heat losses, and while new houses can be constructed
with larger openings, it is important to balance these to
retain the strong appearance of traditional construction.
The correct ratio of openings to wall is more important
than the type of windows or doors that are fitted. The
traditional setting of windows in reveal by up to 100 mm
also ensures they are protected from the weather.
A simple elevation can be achieved by using a similar size
and proportion of openings, limiting their number and
keeping doors and windows away from corners.

Buildings: walls
In the survey (Appendix B) villagers place great importance on the significance of local limestone and gritstone
used in houses, out-buildings, boundary walls, field walls

Balanced elevation

The main elevation of a building should have
a balanced arrangement of doors and windows (see also the section on windows for
more detail). The ratio of openings to wall
area should produce a strong appearance to
the building in which the walls (not the
windows) dominate and that there is a
simple arrangement of doors and windows.
Windows and doors should be set in reveal.
The number of openings should be kept to
minimum and if possible openings on gables
should be avoided. The overall shape and
size of houses should be as simple as possible.
The predominant vernacular style uses local
limestone for random rubble walls and
dressed gritstone for quoins and window or
door surrounds. The colour of local limestone is grey/white, with a rough, uneven
texture. Pointing should be slightly recessed
to resist weathering. Rendered walls painted
with light colours maintain a traditional
feature of the village.
1

Supporting policy B5 (part DC16) in Appendix C

and earth retaining walls as a contributory factor in local
distinctiveness.

Unbalanced elevation

In Yeoman Street and Study Drive some houses were
built using brick and a few recent developments in The
Dale, Uppertown and Glebe Close have used re-constituted stone. Some limestone house walls have been
rendered (when built or later). However, there is an
overwhelming presence of uncovered limestone walls
within the village, which leads to such houses appearing
more in harmony with the setting.

From ‘Peak District National Park Building Design Guide’
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The colour of local limestone is a characteristic grey/
white, and it has a rough, uneven texture. This differs

from the darker, smoother or browner stone found in
some neighbouring areas. On houses, stonework is
pointed using a mortar that is weaker than the stone
(Appendix D), as a strong mix is harmful to the walling
material. Pointing should be slightly recessed to resist
weathering. Rendered walls were traditionally painted
with white lime wash. Light colours, as opposed to strong
dark colours, will maintain this feature of the village.
The different levels of the village require some earth
retaining walls to be of great height and length, and the
many open areas and farms have extensive runs of
limestone walling along roads and footpaths. The visual
impact of the limestone is thus considerable (also see
‘Plots and Gardens’ and ‘Patterns of fields, hedgerows’).
The walls at the end of Bell Lane may contain the largest
proportion of fossils of any wall in Britain.

Buildings: Roofs, chimneys and gable
patterns
Roofs are particularly important to the distinctive character of Bonsall. Many buildings are viewed from above
from roads and footpaths, and in addition, a roof consti-

tutes one third of the bulk of the building, when viewed
from ground level.
Most roofs are usually double-pitched with a central ridge
and gable ends. Hipped roofs or flat roofs are not part of
the local building tradition. Most roofs are covered with

11 GUIDELINES 1
New houses should use construction materials that complement existing properties in
the area and enhance the local distinctiveness of the particular part of the village. In
most parts this would normally be construction using natural limestone similar to that
originating from Brightgate, having a similar
colour and texture to existing houses. Rendered walls or brick may be appropriate in a
few areas. Reconstituted stone should not be
used for future developments.
Boundary walls, earth retaining walls and
out-buildings should be built from natural
local limestone and have an appearance that
is in keeping with traditional styles used
throughout the village.
1

Supporting policy B5 (part DC16) in Appendix C

Rooftops seen from Stepping Lane
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Staffordshire blue tile or blue slate with a ridge of the
same material. Older properties have stone tiles and

12 GUIDELINES 1

ridges.

Building extensions should match the existing roof pitch and material of construction.
New properties should complement the
pitch and roof material prevailing in the
locality. Most roofs are double-pitched with a
central ridge and gable ends. Hipped roofs
or flat roofs are not part of the local building
tradition. Decorative details on eaves, ridge
and gable should be included where these
already exist. Ridge tiles should be the same
material and colour as the roof. The following features do not exemplify the local design: pantiles (corrugated) tiles, interlocking,
terracotta or red tiles, gable edgings or
barge boards. Dormers, skylights, parapets,
flat roofs or solar panels should not be used
on street elevations.

Chimney stacks are an important feature of the village and
are present on all houses, except a few newer developments. They are usually placed at the ridge and often at
each end of the house. They are a mixture of red/blue
brick and stone, and often are not the same material as
the house. Chimney pots are usually plain and functional
and many have been modernised to accommodate
central heating flues.
Gable ends are typically fairly low and narrow. They tend
to reflect the characteristic arrangement of rooms, (ie the
gable is one room wide).

Buildings: gutters and rainwater
pipes
Traditional roof feature

Traditionally in Bonsall,
rainwater goods are simple
and unobtrusive. A few
examples made from cast iron
remain, but now most
drainpipes, and gutters are
either round or square
section black or grey uPVC.
Their size depends on the
area to be drained but they

are usually 50mm radius. The gutters (known locally as
launders) often discharge into hoppers at the top of the
downspouts.

Traditional chimney pots

Roof spans should be about 6m with a pitch
of 30 or 40°. Fascias should be narrow or
built directly into the stonework, or avoided
altogether with gutters on ‘rise and fall’
brackets. Fascia boards should be avoided
unless they are a feature of the existing
building. It is desirable that typical gables
are used in new developments. Consideration should be given to the apparent height
of a gable when a building is set into a slope,
so that the gable is of a typical height. Very
wide gables reflect a building shape not
typical of Bonsall and should be discouraged.
All new houses should have a chimney with
the correct proportion and scale for the
building, whether functional or not.
1

Supporting policies B5 (parts H16, LC4, LH4 and DC16) in
Appendix C

Gutters are important visually because they emphasise
the junction of walls and the roof slope. Downspouts are
often located at the corner of the wall where they emphasise the angle between the walls.
PVC rainwater goods are either clipped to brackets
directly on the wall or to adjustable metal supports
inserted into the wall which hold the gutter under the
edge of the roof. This minimises the visual impact of the
gutter and integrates it into the roof structure, particularly

From ‘Peak District National Park Building Design Guide’
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if the gutter has a colour which complements the roof.

Unobtrusive rainwater gutter

13 GUIDELINES 1
All rainwater goods should be either black
or a dark colour. PVC plastic is acceptable.
Attention to detail in design and positioning
can result in their being unobtrusive or used
to highlight the lines of the building.
Downspouts located at the corner of the
wall emphasise the angle between the walls.
Rainwater goods are either clipped to brackets on the wall or to supports inserted into
the wall which hold the gutter under the
edge of the roof.
1

Buildings: windows, doors and
porches
Windows are important features of houses and unsuitable
designs can ruin the appearance of a house. Window
designs vary throughout the village and with different
types of houses. Older houses have smaller windows,
often stone mullions but predominantly wooden. Larger
windows are usually a similar shape, composed of small
panes divided by glazing bars.
In general, windows are taller than they are wide. They
are painted (usually white or off-white) or lightly stained.
Sash windows are characteristic of the village. Where
fitted, uPVC windows are often white and have a multipaned effect. Simple patterns with a vertical emphasis are
preferable, and they should be selected to suit the original
style. Examples of windows that do not exemplify local
designs include false shutters, adhesive leading and
‘Georgian’ type windows, and are unsuited to Bonsall’s
style of architecture.
Typical window style

Supporting policy B5 (part DC16) in Appendix C

Rooflights are a valuable way of enabling use to be made
of a roof space. With the exception of a few houses at
Nether Green and The Cross, dormer windows are not
found in Bonsall and rooflights are preferable. Rooflights
do not have to be the same size as windows. Their angle
improves the light they can provide by 30% and so they
can be 30% smaller on the roof, which reduces their
impact.
Doors and porches also vary throughout the village, but
are mostly wooden construction, which contribute to the
character of a building. Traditionally, doors have been
brightly painted in primary colours, uPVC is used on
some newer developments.

Garages
On the edges of the village, most houses have a garage
and there are integral garages in newer houses. However,
it is not necessary to build a garage along an existing
building line and sometimes more attractive designs can
include a separate garage at right angles to the house.
Examples are found in The Dale, Pounder Lane and
Church Street.
Garage doors can be the largest element in a front
elevation and their design can significantly affect the
appearance of a house. They can be especially dominant
when brightly painted.

Driveways, domestic and outside
lighting
Outside lighting and security lighting on houses is common throughout the village. In general the level of lighting
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Doors and windows in Bonsall
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RESIDENTS’ VIEWS 1

Replacement windows should preferably
match the originals in size, design, colour
and materials, and be in keeping with the
age and character of the building and with
adjoining houses. In general, windows are
taller than they are wide. They should be set
in reveal by 100 mm. They are painted white
or off-white, or lightly stained. Sash windows
are characteristic of the village. Windows
and doors on new houses should complement the other houses in that particular
part of the village. uPVC replacement windows and doors are not appropriate on
listed buildings, and elsewhere only in circumstances where they match the colour,
form and proportions of the originals.

Outside lighting should be low-key and preferably activated by heat- or motion-sensors,
rather than permanently-lit bulbs, to reduce
light pollution and save energy. Care should
be taken to prevent security lighting ‘spilling
over’ into public spaces.

With a few exceptions, dormer windows are
not found in Bonsall and rooflights are preferable. Rooflights should be smaller than
windows and be arranged symmetrically on
the roof to complement the windows wherever possible.
1

Supporting policy B5 (part DC16) in Appendix C

is unobtrusive, but in some instances, light pollution
detracts from an area at night.

Services: electricity, telephone
wires, meter boxes & satellite dishes

1

Supporting policy B3 (part DC25) in Appendix C

to older houses. While external meter boxes are more
efficient for utility companies, their materials of construction and high visibility are not in keeping with the colours,
textures or forms of the natural stone or brick from which
most buildings are constructed.
In houses within the Peak Park, residents are requested to
paint external meter boxes to blend in with the surrounding wall. In Derbyshire Dales conditions on new development usually requires approval of the local planning
authority for the position of new meter boxes.
Planning permission is required for the mounting of a
satellite dish on a chimney or front wall of a building in a
conservation area. Satellite dishes can detract from visual
amenity. Wherever possible these should be mounted
away from the front elevation. As a rule satellite dishes
should be a maximum of 20" (500mm) in diameter with

During installation of essential services to the village, little

only one per household.

consideration has been given to the placing of cables.
Roads and fields have a lattice work of electricity and

ROADS AND PATHWAYS

telephone wires, which interfere with views and detract
from the visual quality of the local environment.
White plastic meter boxes are now placed externally to
new houses or when a new electrical installation is fitted

15 GUIDELINES
New garages should be designed to complement the building that they serve, with
materials and roof pitches matching those of
the house. Side-hung timber doors are
preferable or vertically-ribbed up-and-over
metal doors. Care is needed to ensure that
garage doors complement the house, either
by using neutral coloured paint or by staining wood.

Road surfaces and markings
The narrowness of the roads within the village is a
distinctive feature of Bonsall. The only wide roads are
parts of the High Street, Dale Head and the Fountain.
The narrow roads produce an enclosed feeling in Yeoman Street, Church Street/The Cross, Ember Lane,
Uppertown Lane and Dale Head, which is seen by
residents as an essential component of village character
(Appendix B).
Two roads in particular, Ember Lane and Salters Lane, are
fine examples of ancient roadways, with a wide diversity
of flora along their high banks. Ember Lane is also a
‘County Treasure’.
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Garages
Where garages are needed, they should be designed and built in sympathy with the building they serve. Materials and
roof pitches should generally match those of the house. In general prefabricated garages are not appropriate.

Prominent flat roof extension

Integral garage disrupts symmetry

Where a house has an integral or attached garage, then the garage door will be the largest element in the front elevation. Careful design is necessary if it is not to look incongruous.
Alternative approaches to garage design:
• attached to the building

Gable form: suitable for double garage

Simple lean-to form suitable for single garage

• as a separate outbuilding - often the best approach particularly where more than one garage is involved.

Double garage

Simple pitched roof

Garage construction: Source: Peak District National Park Building Design Guide
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RESIDENTS’ VIEWS
Where future extensions or developments
require the re-location of services, they
should be located underground wherever
possible. Where meter boxes are relocated to
an outdoor location, the utility companies
should be encouraged to use materials that
are sympathetic to the individual building and
to locate boxes in less prominent positions.
Householders are requested to paint meter
boxes, especially in the conservation area, to
make them less obtrusive.
Most roads are surfaced with tarmac and a stone dressing. A few are unsurfaced (for example the top of Ember

avoid a suburban feel. The only road signs are those
legally required for speed restrictions and at junctions.

Street furniture, road signs
There are few distinctive items of street furniture in
Bonsall, The most notable are the traditional red telephone and post boxes and the metal railings and the
reclaimed gas lamp from The Study at the Cross. These
are important in their contribution to the individual
character of Bonsall.

Bankside

Lane). The only white road markings are at junctions and
there are no yellow lines in the village. The absence of
road markings is a characteristic of the village that helps to

16 GUIDELINES 1
The narrowness of the roads within the
village produces an enclosed feeling in Yeoman Street, Church Street/The Cross,
Ember Lane, Uppertown Lane and Dale
Head, which is an essential component of
village character. Narrow roads should be
incorporated into the design of new housing
developments. The absence of pavements
and kerbstones is characteristic of the
village, and new developments in built up
parts of the village should preferably be built
to the road edge. Wherever possible, new
developments should avoid pavements, but if
essential, pavements could be constructed
from tarmac or limestone flags. The use of
paver bricks, concrete or reconstituted
stone is not characteristic and should be
avoided.
Footpaths and gennels contribute significantly to Bonsall’s character and efforts
should be made to incorporate these in new
developments. Items of distinctive street
furniture could also be incorporated into
landscaping proposals for new developments
for conservation and enhancement of the
area. New commercial signboards should be
of a scale and design that do not detract
from the village character.
1

Supporting policy B4 (part S15), B5 (part DC16 and DC 28)
in Appendix C

RESIDENTS’ VIEWS
Existing roads should not be widened or
connected to make new through routes. No
alterations should be made to Ember Lane,
Dobb Lane and Salters Lane that would affect
their character or flora. The grey/green
colour of roads is a characteristic of the
village and repairs to roads should use the
same type and colour of materials as already
exist. Pavements should not be constructed
on existing roads. Verges should be retained,
particularly between the three settlements.
New developments in built-up parts of village
should preferably be built to the road edge.
Elsewhere housing should have verges at the
road edge.
Legally required markings at junctions should
be renewed as needed. If possible, any new
road developments should be designed so
that markings are not required. Lines to
indicate parking restrictions should not be
introduced. Any new road development
should not exceed 4m wide, subject to highways legislation.
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Clatterway and High Street. This lack of pavements is an
essential component of the village character which helps
to avoid a suburban identity.
Additionally, there are narrow gennels in many parts of
the village (especially in Greenhill, Dale Head, Nether
Green and Town Head), which contribute significantly to
Bonsall’s character.
Pathways that connect the three settlements are maintained by a village lengthsman and are regularly used by
Telephone Box, Slaley

Street lighting

residents and visitors. The pathways are identified by
residents as essential components of the character of the
village (Appendix B). There is also an extensive network
of footpaths which connect to Matlock, Cromford,

Street lighting within built areas is mostly sodium lighting.

Middleton, Winster etc. These range from substantial
stone constructions to shadow tracks through grass,

The roads between the three settlements are mostly
unlit, which contributes significantly to the rural character

across a field, connecting one squeeze stile to another.

of Bonsall, and enables villagers to enjoy the views of
night skies. However, a balance is needed between this
and safety and convenience for pedestrians.

Verges, pavements and pathways
Informal grass verges are a feature of the roads between
the three settlements and also in Horsedale, Uppertown
and Church Street. These are important for visual amenity and for preservation of wild flora.
The absence of pavements and kerbstones is characteristic of the village. There are only short lengths on

RESIDENTS’ VIEWS
If possible, any new road developments
should be designed so that traffic signs are
not required.
Street lighting should be maintained at the
present level unless there is strong justification for changing it. Additional street lighting
should not be installed unless it is required to
solve specifically identified problems, and
mounted on walls wherever possible. Any
changes to street lighting should minimise
light pollution of night skies.
Within conservation areas, lamps should be
high pressure sodium, which gives a less
yellow light than low pressure sodium lamps.
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Gennels and paths around Bonsall

RESIDENTS’ VIEWS 1
Where verges exist, they should be retained,
particularly between settlements. New developments should be established with verges so
far as is acceptable to the Highways Authority. Pavements should not be constructed on
existing roads. Pathways and gennels are
protected by local bye-laws. New developments or extensions should not be permitted
if they significantly affect existing footpaths.
The procedure of establishing or reclaiming
traditional footpaths should be more widely
understood and employed.
1

See policies in B4 in Appendix C 4 Issues and future challenges

Techniques and materials sympathetic to vernacular style
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4. Issues and Future Challenges
Holiday cottages, second homes and
low-cost housing
There are 13 holiday cottages in the village and another 7
are under construction at Chestnut Farm. Additionally,
there is a Christian centre in Uppertown Road. There are
at present more than 20 second homes in the village
Holiday cottages are operated as businesses, whereas
second homes are not usually. Holiday cottages can be
viewed as being positive in some respects: some buildings
are designated as being too small for permanent accommodation, the use of others (e.g. an outbuilding) for
additional income from holiday rental is beneficial in
bringing income into the village. However, if there are
large numbers, their negative impacts on village life
outweigh their benefits.
Chestnut Farm holiday homes

There are no benefits to the village from second homes
other than maintenance of the housing stock. To keep the
village community alive, there is a need to enable young
families to purchase homes in Bonsall. However, many
villagers report a shortage of low cost or rented accommodation. Local would-be householders fear that high
prices make it impossible for them the stay in the village.
This in turn has negative effects on enrolment numbers
for a potential youth group, the play group and school,
threatening their viability in the long term. It will also have
negative effects on the age distribution in the village,

RESIDENTS’ VIEWS 1
Although it is recognised that holiday properties and second homes do not fall within the
remit of planning guidance, the issue is of
sufficient importance that villagers wish to
include a special note in the Design Statement.
Potential vendors are therefore requested to
carefully consider the effects on the village of
selling their property as a second home or for
holiday rental. They are requested to fully
explore the option of renting the property to
local families if a sale is not imperative.
The general feeling of the community is that
they would support the introduction of supplementary taxation on holiday cottages and
second homes. A proportion of any additional
income could be allocated to the Parish
Council to provide a contribution to community facilities that is lost from the absent
residents.
Development plans for the village should take
recommendations in the Local Plan into
consideration in relation to the estimates of
sizes and numbers of properties required
when planning applications are considered.
Applications for development of low-cost or
affordable housing for village people should
be given priority.
1
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See policy B10 in Appendix C

compounding the shift towards an increasingly elderly
population as larger numbers of retired people settle in

RESIDENTS’ VIEWS 1

the village.

New and unobtrusive measures should be
considered to restrict traffic, especially
through-traffic and vehicle speeds. However,
urban traffic-calming measures such as chicanes, width restrictions etc should not be
considered. Sleeping policemen may be
appropriate in specified locations if a strong
demand exists from residents.

In addition, second homes that stand empty for most of
the year detract from the hustle and bustle that keeps the
village ‘lively’ and their absent owners cannot contribute
effectively to the village life or economy.
With an apparent trend towards building large 3-4
bedroomed houses in the village, it is important that older
and smaller houses stay at affordable prices for either
purchase or rent. This will encourage a mixture of ages
and social and economic groups and communities in the
village, and a diverse population will help to maintain
village amenities (school, shop and pubs) and social life.

Levels of traffic, impact of cars and
parking
Despite an increase in traffic in recent years, most roads
in Bonsall are relatively quiet and are not through-routes.
There are seasonal increases in summer months and daily
periodic (8-9 am, 5-7 pm). increases in traffic along
Clatterway, Yeoman St, High St. and (9 am & 3.30 pm) in
Church St for the school. A 30mph speed limit applies to
all roads in and around the village. A regular bus service is
maintained between the village and Matlock.
The dangers from increased traffic include accidents and
air pollution, but also inconvenience, detriment to visual
amenity and a loss of quiet, which residents consider to
be important to the quality of the village (see survey,
Appendix B).
Parking and the narrowness of the roads may help traffic
calming but they may also increase dangers to children
and cause access problems for emergency vehicles, milk
collection lorries and the school bus. There is inadequate

Policies that encourage children to be able to
walk to school should be promoted.
Applications to in-fill vacant spaces with
garage parking should be viewed favourably.
Applications for garage construction on larger
plots should be viewed sympathetically.
New housing should have off-road parking as
a planning condition, but garages should
conform to orientation and scale of neighbouring buildings.
Existing weight restrictions should not be
increased and consideration should be given
to a 20mph speed limit in the village.
Residents may wish to consider the effects on
parking in their road before building on, or
taking away off-street parking, or converting
an integral garage to living accommodation.
1

See policy B9 in Appendix

preserve and enhance the local environment for current
and future generations. It also contains the idea that local
action to protect the environment can contribute to
global sustainability.

Planning for Bonsall’s future
Applying the principles of Local Agenda 21 will be important in maintaining Bonsall’s unique environment. All
residents and visitors will influence the future environment of the village. Important in this will be:

parking for vehicles where there is a high density of
housing, and parked cars are visually intrusive in these

• The amount of energy we use in our houses and how
energy-efficient all buildings are;

parts of village. Other areas of the village have off-road
parking in garages or on garden plots.

• how we can reduce pollution, especially air pollution

Local Agenda 21
Local Agenda 21 is a phrase coined to describe the
actions that communities could plan and act upon, to help

by motor vehicles;
• the waste we produce and how much more we can
reuse or recycle;
• how we can preserve hedgerows, trees and other
habitats for wildlife, including areas not used for

Village Design Statement BONSALL 47

cultivation. The churchyard represents such potential
havens.

• expansion of roads;
• loss of village features;

• creating opportunities for employment of local people;

• development of incongruous housing; and the

• providing affordable housing in the village for young
local families; and

• loss of Bonsall’s sense of place and its sense of
community.

• supporting the development of facilities to help
improve the quality of life for disadvantaged people.
This VDS aims to contribute to an improvement of the
quality of life for all those living in and using the village. It
advocates local action in applying global principles for the
twenty-first century. Local people can play a role in :
• helping to reduce their use of energy and raw materials and production of pollution and wastes;
• protecting fragile wildlife habitats and sensitive environments;
• sharing wealth, opportunities and responsibilities more
fairly; and
• placing special emphasis on the needs of the poor and
disadvantaged.
These objectives can only be achieved with the wider
support of the Derbyshire Dales District Council PDNPA
and Derbyshire County Council, which have agreed to
support Local Agenda 21. The VDS contributes to
Agenda 21 by:
• promoting the local distinctiveness and sense of place
of Bonsall;
• encouraging the use of local and indigenous materials
in construction;
• valuing and enhancing the village features treasured by
the population;
• supporting the development of local enterprises of a
sustainable kind;
• promoting village homes for village people, particularly
those at a stage of life with less income, such as young
families;
• supporting local services, including public transport,
the school, the farms, the pubs, the shops and the
village hall; and
• supporting the conservation of special amenity areas,
SSSls; and by resisting the:
• growth of holiday homes;
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RESIDENTS’ VIEWS
Be involved in Local Agenda 21 by:
• re-using resources and using the recycling
facilities at the Park;
• conserving habitats for wildlife;
• using and promoting village services;
• conserving resources for example through
energy conservation in your home; and
• being involved and supporting village
activities;
• create wildlife gardens.

Appendix A: Listed Buildings
Listed buildings and structures in
Bonsall
1

St James’ Church

2

The Cross

3

62 Yeoman Street (Kings Head)

4

64 Yeoman Street (Old Queens Head)

5

66 Yeoman Street

6

Baptist Chapel, Yeoman Street

7

Abbey House, The Dale

8

Yew Tree Farmhouse and frame knitters’ work
shop, The Dale

9

The Council House (or Range), High Street

10

8 High Street (the Dower House)

11

9 High Street (the Manor House)

12

Sycamore House
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Appendix B: Village Consultation
Summary of village consultation
The initiative for a Bonsall VDS arose from two sources:
the completion of the award winning Bonsall Map Project
left a core of interested residents with resources which
had been gathered for the project. At the same time, at a
gathering of residents in Uppertown the idea of a VDS
was introduced. There was agreement that a VDS could
address concerns about a recent housing development
there. An earlier illustrated talk on changes in Bonsall in
the village hall packed to capacity with residents, had
showed that there was considerable interest in the
structure of the village within the community.
An open and well-attended meeting was held in December 1997 at which the District Council officers and
elected members introduced the VDS concept and
explained what could be achieved. This generated the
interest for the inaugural meeting of the VDS group which
was held in February 1998, advertised and open to all
residents. Whilst the convener/chairman, secretary/
recorder and treasurer were elected these were not seen
as the “VDS group”. No constitution was adopted as it
was intended to be an informal and flexible body without
discouraging anyone from participating and contributing to
the evolution of the VDS document.
Examples of other villages VDS were studied to define
content, layout and presentation. An initial questionnaire
to all households and children at the village school was
completed in Spring 1998 and resulted in a 35% return
from households. The results of this survey informed the
VDS process and are shown below. It also raised issues
which were not within the ambit of SPG.

meeting and many more making informal contributions to
members of the group. More than 15 meetings have
been held to discuss the issues and contributions of
residents. Those who expressed interest or attended
meetings have received a record of all meetings.
Parish Councillors have participated as members of the
VDS group, and the Parish Council has been kept informed of progress and given its tacit approval and moral
support to the project. Displays at the annual carnival in
July 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, which is attended by nearly
all the residents, and many past and prospective residents,
showed progress and sought feedback. The monthly
village bulletin delivered to every household in the village
reported progress and invited participation (issues February 1998, May 1998, February 1999, May 1999, June
1999, October 1999, August 2000, March 2001, September 2001 ) .
12 successive drafts of the developing document were
prepared, and two of these went to full consultation with
all the VDS group. Their existence and availability was
advertised in the village and in total 75 copies were
requested for comment.
At each stage of consultation the feedback was considered
and debated by the group. Advice was sought from the
DDDC and PDNPA in July 2000 and their comments
were also debated by the group (for example over the
issue of SPG & Residents’ Views). Further consultation
with the planning authorities occurred in March 2002
prior to final revisions to the document.

Survey results
An important early step in developing the VDS was to

The process of creating the VDS required members of
the group to undertake research and text preparation of
the topics within the VDS. These contributions were then
debated, amended and adopted by the group. The
meetings of the VDS group have remained open to all
residents, and attendance at meetings has varied from 624, with more than 50 residents attending at least one
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consult with the people of Bonsall, Uppertown and Slaley
to find out what they think is distinctive and special about
the character of the village. A survey form was compiled
and distributed to each household in the village inviting
them to give their views. The survey took the form of a
number of questions aimed at establishing both the ‘what’
and ‘why’ of residents’ views of the character of the

village. These are the questions that were asked:
• Please list some of the things you think contribute to
the essential character of Bonsall, Uppertown and
Slaley
• What are your favourite buildings?
• What is it about these buildings or structures you like?

• Higgledy-piggledy layout, made up of small hamlets,
hugging the hillside, lots of levels and angles. 14%
• Rural nature, off the beaten track, no through traffic,
narrow roads. 11%
• Diversity of styles, individual character of buildings,
reflects the development over the centuries, blends
together well. 9%

• What are your favourite parts of the village?
• What is it about these parts or areas that you like?

• A working village, with valued amenities of the church,
the pubs, the park, the school. 8%

• What things do you consider important about getting

• Blends with, and at one with the countryside. 6%

new developments and changes to fit in with the
character of Bonsall?

• Few pavements but lots of paths linking parts of the
village, narrow lanes, lots of walks. 6%

From the 350 households in the village, replies were
received from 124, representing well over one third of
households that contributed their views. Their replies can
be summarised as follows:

• The people. 6%
• Peace and quiet, in attractive countryside with
spectacular views. 3%

Favourite buildings, structures and
areas.

Over 90% of the responses could be categorised to one

The top seven building or structures accounted for two
thirds of the responses. These were the Cross, Church,

buildings, structures or areas had been chosen and have
significantly shaped the final form of the VDS.

Kings Head, Manor House, Dower House, the Fountain
and Stocking frame workshop in the Dale. In all 41

What is important about getting new develop-

specific buildings or structures were mentioned, with an
average of three buildings or structures in each survey

ments and changes to fit in with the character of
Bonsall?

response. 75% of the replies included either the Cross or
Church in their list, with 25% recording both. Forty five

• Traditional construction, local materials, local style, in
keeping with the character of the village, nothing

different areas of the village were identified as favourite
parts of the village. The top six areas of the Cross,
Uppertown, Views, Church and churchyard, Stepping
Lane and the Dale accounted for 45% of the responses.
The draft VDS was sent to the villagers who requested a
copy, and alterations and suggestions were compiled into
the final document.

of 10 attributes listed above. These views are also reflected in the responses to questions on why favourite

modern. 26%
• More affordable housing for the younger generation.
13%
• Scale and size of any new building should fit in with the
existing. 13%
• Any new buildings should blend in with the surroundings and fit into the existing landscape. 9%

Survey results
What is it that contributes to the essential character of the village?
• Use of local materials, particularly limestone, and
traditional building features. 15%
• Individual features of the village - largely favourite
buildings. 14%

• Less on-street parking with traffic levels and congestion reduced. 8% • Building only to be within the
existing village envelope, in-filling and not estates. 6%
75% of the responses could be categorised to one of 6
factors as listed above. These views from the people of
Bonsall have been used to shape the content of the
VDS.
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Appendix C: Summary of planning
policies and guide to making planning
applications
Bonsall policy

Planning Authority

Authority

Policy summary

number
B1

policy number
LE2

PDNPA

Exceptional Acceptance of Low Impact Employment Uses where

LE4

PDNPA

General Activity would be Unsuitable
Industrial and Business Expansion

LE6

PDNPA

Design, Layout and Neighbourliness of Employment sites,
Including Haulage Depots

LS4
LC11

PDNPA
PDNPA

Change of use of buildings
Outdoor Advertising

E1
EMP3

PDNPA
DDDC

Development of small businesses
Expansion of Existing Concerns

EMP4
EMP8

DDDC
DDDC

Retention of Industrial Land and Business Premises
Haulage Operations

EMP10
EMP11

DDDC
DDDC

Diversifying the Rural Economy
Industrial or Business Use of Rural Buildings

S11
LM1

DDDC
PDNPA

Individual Shops, Village Shops and Local Needs Development
Assessing and Minimising the Environmental Impact of Mineral

LM2

PDNPA

Activity
Reclamation of Mineral Sites to an Appropriate After-use

LM4
LM7

PDNPA
PDNPA

New Aggregate Extraction
Limestone Removal from Opencast Vein Mineral Sites

C11 & C13

DDDC

Protection of wildlife, trees and plants

DC1

DCC
DDDC

Structure plan
Sites of Importance for their International, National or

DDDC

Countywide Ecological and/or Geological Interest
Protecting Trees, Woodlands, Hedgerows, Walls, Streams, Ponds

DC5

DDDC

and Other Features of Local Ecological or Landscape Importance
Special Landscape Areas

DC17
DC25

DDDC
DDDC

Safeguarding the Environment from Inappropriate Development
Pollution prevention

LC17

PDNPA

Sites, Features or Species of Wildlife, Geological or
Geomorphological Importance

LC18

PDNPA

Safeguarding, Recording and enhancing Nature Conservation
Interests when Development is Acceptable

LC19

PDNPA

Assessing the Nature Conservation Importance of Sites not
Subject to Statutory Designation

LC20

PDNPA

Protecting Trees, Woodlands or Other Landscape Features Put at
Risk by Development

B2

B3

DC2
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B4

B5

B6
B7

B8

B9

B10

L21
L22

DDDC
DDDC

Safeguarding and Enhancing Public Rights of Way
Access to Public Rights of Way

DC4
DC13

DDDC
DDDC

The Control of Development Conspicuous from the Peak National Park
Control of Development within Conservation Areas

DC14
DC27

DDDC
DDDC

Demolition of Buildings within Conservation Areas
Development Close to Skylines

LC2
LC3

PDNPA
PDNPA

Designated Local Plan Settlements
Local Plan Settlement Limits

LC5

PDNPA

Conservation Areas

H10
H11

DDDC
DDDC

Small Scale In-filling and Consolidation
New dwellings in the Countryside

H13
H14

DDDC
DDDC

Extending Domestic Curtilages into the Countryside
Conversion and Re-use of Buildings to Provide Residential Accommodation

H15
H16

DDDC
DDDC

Replacement Dwellings
Extensions to Dwellings

DC16

DDDC

Design and Use of Materials in New Development

H9
C3

DDDC
DDDC

Backland and Garden Development Structure Plan
Open spaces and views in conservation areas

DC32
DC35

PDNPA
PDNPA

Highway Access Requirements and the Impact of New Development
Infrastructure and Utility Services

LC4
LH4

PDNPA
DDDC

Design, Layout and Landscaping
Extensions and Alterations to Dwellings

LH5
LU2

PDNPA
DDDC

Replacement Dwellings
New and Upgraded Utility Services

DC15

PDNPA

The Care and Preservation of Listed Buildings

LC6
LC7

PDNPA
PDNPA

Demolition of Listed Buildings
Listed Buildings

LC8
LC15

PDNPA
DDDC

Conversion of Buildings of Historic or Vernacular Merit
Historic and Cultural Heritage Sites and Features

TR7

PDNPA

Vehicle Movement and Parking within Residential Areas

LT11

DDDC

Residential Parking

H3
LH1

PDNPA
DDDC

Affordable Housing for Local Needs in the Rural Areas
Meeting local Needs for Affordable Housing

L35
LR4

PDNPA
PDNPA

Tourist Accommodation within Rural Areas
Holiday Chalet Developments

LR6

PDNPA

Holiday Occupancy of Self-catering Accommodation
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Making Plans for Development - a
simple guide to Planning Applications in the Derbyshire Dales and
Peak District National Park.

8. Informing you. Applicants are usually told the decision
within 7 working days.

If you are thinking about making alterations to your

explain why the decision was made. If you still disagree
with the decision, you have the right to appeal to an

property, or changing its use, you may need Planning
Permission from the DDDC or from the PDNPA. Here is
a 9 point guide to how the planning process works.
1. Check if you need permission. Call DDDC on 01629
580580 or the PDNPA on 01629 816200. Many things

9. Appealing against a decision. If you are not happy with
what has been decided, then the planning officer will

independent inspector appointed by the Secretary of
State .
The following developments may not need planning
permission (but always check first):

can be done without formal approval.
• a wind turbine as part of a farming activity;
2. Make the application. If your proposal needs permission, you’ll be sent the forms.

• a water turbine in a garden if part of a landscaping
scheme;

3. Processing the application. A correct application

• solar panels on a house where it is flat to the roof
slope (excludes listed buildings and those in a conser-

(together with the fee) will normally be acknowledged
within 3 working days. You should be told which planning
officer will be dealing with your application and they will
help guide you through the stages.
4. Consulting with others. The planning application will be
advertised and relevant people will be consulted (possibly
including the Parish Council, local authorities, highways
authorities and other interested parties e.g. neighbours).
People have a right to comment on applications and what
they say will be acknowledged and taken into account
before any decisions are made.
5. Processing the application. The planning officer will
normally visit the site and assess the application against
the authorities’ planning policies and the guidelines of the
VDS, to ensure that the special qualities of the local
environment are protected.
6. Making changes. If changes to your proposals are
needed, the planning officer will contact you to discuss
and agree acceptable alterations
7. Making a recommendation. The planning officer will
write a report and make a recommendation. Some
decisions will be straightforward and can be made under
the officer’s delegated powers. Others which may have
more impact, must go to the planning committee.
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vation area) ;
• minor changes to a roof to collect water;
• any water tank in a building;
• recycling waste generated in a house or garden;
• water butts.

Appendix D: Useful Information
List of suggested indigenous species
of plants
Trees
Field maple (Acer campestre)
Alder (Alnus glutinosa)
Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna)
Beech (Fagus sylvatica)
Ash (Fraxinus excelsior)
Holly (Ilex aquifolium)
Wild cherry (Prunus avium)
Whitebeam (Sorbus aria)
Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia)
Yew (Taxus baccata)

obstruction to the Parish Council who undertake maintenance of behalf of the County Council. Or you can
contact the Footpaths Officer at either the District or
County Council offices. They will discuss with the person
responsible for the obstruction the best way to maintain
public access.

Suitable wet-dash render mixes
First coat: 1 part cement 1 part lime 4 parts sand Second
coat: 1 part cement 1 part lime 3 parts limestone dust 3
parts limestone chippings (5mm and smaller)
Pointing mix 6 Parts crushed limestone 1 part cement
Rubble stonework

Lime (Tilia cordata) small leaf

Hedges
Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna)
Beech (Fagus sylvatica)
Holly (Ilex aquifolium)
Yew (Taxus baccata)
Black Thorn (Prunus spinosa)

Ground cover shrubs
Ivy (Hedera species)
St John’s wort (Hypericum calycinum)
Creeping juniper (Juniperus communis)
Shrubby honeysuckle (Lonicera pileata)

✓

✗

Periwinkle (Vinca minor)

Reclaiming footpaths
Footpaths are legally highways and are the responsibility
of the Highways Authority, Derbyshire County Council.
They maintain a Definitive Map of the legal rights of way.

Slightly recessed
joints, to emphasise the shape of
the stones

Mortar smeared over
the face of the stones a half rendered effect

From ‘Peak District National Park Building Design Guide’

A path on the ground or an Ordnance Survey map may
not be a legal right of way. Copies of the Definitive Map
are available in public libraries as well as the District and
County Council offices and with Parish councillors. Once
you are sure the path is a legal right of way, report any
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Appendix E: List of contacts
Bonsall Parish Council

Derbyshire County Council

Bonsall Parish Council meets on a monthly basis and
members of the public are welcome to attend. They have

Environmental Control Services encompasses: Highways;
Waste; Development Control; Archaeology and Design/

powers to provide community, recreation and transport
facilities. The Parish Council is responsible for local

Heritage.

facilities such as the Park Bottom, improvements to street
lighting and local grit bins. The Parish Council has a role in

The county prepares the Structure Plan which is a strategic planning policy framework document for the county. A

the planning system by scrutinising all applications made
within the Parish after consultation with those affected by

draft of a new plan to 2011 is now available. They also
publish annual reports on land available for housing. The

the application. Their comments about the overall
suitability of plans influence decisions at the district level.

Planning Development Control Section processes planning applications for county council developments as well

Clerk to the Council: Mrs J Cundy, 28 Yokecliffe
Cres. Wirksworth Tel 01629 823675

Derbyshire Dales District Council

as applications for mineral working and waste disposal
(outside the Peak National Park). They monitor current
planning guidelines and controls and enforce existing
permissions for these kinds of development. The county

The Derbyshire Dales District Council is Bonsall’s local

advises on all planning applications where there may be
an archaeological interest and can offer specialist advice

planning authority (for areas outside the National Park).
They prepare the Local Plan for the Derbyshire Dales

for district councils and the public on conservation areas.
They have contacts for grants for historic and listed

and deal with all planning applications for the district.
Their planning officers are willing to provide advice on

buildings and a list of specialist contractors .Environmental
Services maintains the statutory list of all building of

making a planning application, planning law, guidance on
objecting to a planning application. Their conservation

architectural and historical interest. The Section is responsible for all waste disposal e.g. waste collected by the

office will advise on appropriate materials for traditional
buildings, regulations governing listed buildings etc. The

district council from homes and businesses. There are a
number of Amenity sites for the disposal of garden refuse,

district council can in some circumstances provide grants
for house renovation, disabled facilities and minor works

bulky objects or metal items (the nearest to Bonsall being
at Chesterfield and Codnor). They are responsible for

The district is also responsible for road sweeping, refuse
collection, dog wardens, pest control and local recycling

inspections of all inactive pits and quarries. Their Traffic
Control section deals with issues concerning traffic noise.

facilities.

The Countryside Management Service promotes access
to the countryside, conserves landscape, heritage and

Enquiries can be made about:
• the Historic Building Fund for listed buildings (especially those at risk)

wildlife and improves areas of derelict land. Contact
County Council for fallen trees on roads. Social Services

• Conservation Area Grants for public buildings and
repairs to walls, wells and memorials

can give advice and information to disabled people who
need adaptations to their homes. The Derbyshire

• Guidance booklet available on Extensions

Records Office and Local Studies Library are the places to
visit for local history.

See opposite for Agenda 21
The Town Hall Matlock Derbyshire DE4 3NN
General Enquiries - Tel 01629 761100
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The County is also responsible for road gritting, road
markings, road and pavement repairs, road safety and

road planning policy, action against noise pollution.
Derbyshire County Council, County Hall Matlock
Derbyshire DE4 3AG 01629 580000

Local Agenda 21
The District and County Councils and PDNPA are
promoting community involvement in Local Agenda 21.
This phrase was coined during the Rio Earth Summit of
1992. The idea behind it is to encourage communities to
recognise the links between social and economic activities
and damage these can cause to the environment. It urges
people to take action locally (to reduce waste and pollution, use less energy, care for the natural world etc.) for
the protection of the global environment.

Farming and Wildlife Advisory
Group
This is established in the county to promote conservation
on farms.
Enquiries via County Council Environment Section.

Planning Aid (in the East Midlands)
This is an independent service which provides free
information and advice about planning. It is offered by
volunteer planners for both individuals and community
groups who are unable to afford consultants fees. All the
volunteers are members of the Royal Town Planning
Institute and have wide knowledge of the planning

Contact the district or county councils Agenda
21 Officers for more information. Contact the

system. They can help with many planning problems
including: appealing against refusal of planning permission;

Energy Advice Centre (through County Offices)
for advice on what you can do in your home.

objecting to a planning application; applying for planning
permission; making your voice heard when plans are

The Peak District National Park
Authority (PDNPA)

being drawn up.
James Connor Crossways Normanby-by-Spital
Lincoln Lincolnshire LN2 3EB 01673 878310

The Peak District National Park Authority is the local
planning authority which has jurisdiction over those areas
of the Derbyshire Dales which come within the Peak
National Park (including part of Uppertown -see map 1) It
has particular responsibility for maintaining the character
and quality of the landscapes, and natural, built and
cultural heritage of the Park and to promote enjoyment
and understanding of the area.
Aldern House, Baslow Road Bakewell, Derbyshire DE45 1AE Tel 01629 816200 Fax 01629
816310 E-mail aldern@peakdistrict-npa.gov.uk

Severn Trent Water
All queries about domestic water supplies and complaints
about sewage drains (drains on roads contact County
Council Highways Maintenance all other drains contact
the district council) can be made to Severn Trent Water.
Severn Trent Water Ltd Abelson House 2297
Coventry Road Sheldon Birmingham B26 3PV
0121 456 5800

Environment Agency (Midlands)
The Environment Agency was created by the Environment Act 1995 to provide a comprehensive approach for
the protection and management of the environment by
combining regulation relating to air, land and water. The
Environment Agency can offer advice on flood risk;
dealing with foul drainage; whether you need a waste
management licence or provide help in carrying out an
environmental impact survey. They also offer environmental education materials.
Sapphire East 550 Streetsbrook Road Solihul
B91 1QT 0121 711 2324 Fax 0121 711 5824

The Civic Trust
The Civic Trust’s work covers city, town and village
regeneration. It champions Civic Societies gives the Civic
Trust Awards . It campaigns for a better environment and
improved civic pride.
17 Carlton House Terrace London SW1Y 5AW
0207 930 0914
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CLAWS (Community Land and
Workspace Services)

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

CLAWS gives building, landscape design and architectural
advice to community groups.

effort involving over 60 people, special thanks are due to
Paul Wilson of DDDC and Peter Abbott of PDNPA for

61 -71 Collier Street London N1 9DF 0207 833
2909

their advice and support, Martin Jones for many of the
photographs, and to Jonathan Ogilvie for photography,

Although the production of this VDS has been a village

design and maps.

The Council for the Protection of
Rural England (CPRE)
Promotes public and community action for countryside
conservation.
Warwick House, 25 Buckingham Palace Road,
London SW1W 0PP 0207 976 6433

Royal Institute of British Architects
(the Community Architecture Resource Centre)
The Resource Centre organises training for community
groups developing building and environmental projects.
They also supply information on architects who will help
community groups.
66 Portland Place London W1N 4AD 020 7496
8383

BTCV (British Trust for Conservation Volunteers)
Trains conservation volunteers and works on environmental projects across Derbyshire. Can offer advice on
conservation prior to planning developments.
The Dale Wirksworth Matlock Derbyshire DE4
4EJ 01629 825317

Derbyshire Wildlife Trust
Carries out wildlife and environmental surveys.
Elvaston Castle Erewash Derbyshire DE72 3 EP
01332 756610

Department for Environment, Farming and Rural Affairs (DEFRA)
Runs the Countryside Stewardship Scheme, offering
grant-aid towards the repair of historic buildings retained
for agricultural use, walls and new planting
Helpline 0845 933 5577
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We are grateful for funding from Bonsall Carnival Committee, Derbyshire County Council’s Green Action Grant
Awards, DDDC, PDNPA, and The Bonsall Map Project
(income from map sales).

Glossary and Acronyms
Agenda 21

a programme to encourage communities to recognise the links between social
and economic activities and the damage these can cause to the environment

Bonsall Parish

A civil and ecclesiastical geographically defined area (shown on Map 1) of about
2400 acres, 3 miles west of Matlock with its own Parish Council

Conservation area

A defined area within which the buildings are deemed by the planners to be a
unity deserving of preservation and enhancement. The Bonsall conservation
Area is shown on Map 2

County Structure Plan

A document produced by the County Council and revised every 10 years
dealing with strategic planning issues for the whole County (e.g.transport,
employment and land use).

County Treasure

A non-statutory list, maintained by the County Council, of structures and
locations worthy of recognition for their contribution to the locality.

DCC

Derbyshire County Council

DDDC

Derbyshire Dales District Council

Frame Knitters Workshop

Framework knitting was the use of machines in the domestic setting to produce
hosiery products. The rooms and buildings in which the machines were located
have a distinctive appearance of long windows to provide maximum light for
working, and were of importance to the economy of the village in the past.

Gennel

A surfaced pedestrian path between walls

Holiday Home

A property occupied on a short term basis by people on holiday from their
permanent residence.

Local Distinctiveness

A requirement of the VDS which seeks to identify the features which contribute
to the unique character of the village.

Local Plan

This is prepared by the Local Planning Authority to set out in detail their expec
tations for land use and development within the parameters of the County
Structure Plan

Local Planning Authorities

DDDC, & PDNPA prepare local plans. DDC prepare a structure plan and
minerals plan.

PDNPA

Peak District National Park Authority. The local planning authority for the
western half of Bonsall Parish (Map 1). The PDNPA was established to protect
and enhance a nationally important area of the country.

Quarrying permissions

Planning permission for mineral extraction development has to consider long
time scales and environmental impact. As standards for control and restoration
are raised earlier permissions remain valid but become increasingly unaccept
able.

Residents Views

These are opinions that have been gathered from the community which are
not appropriate to be treated as SPG, but remain valid expressions of local
opinion on issues beyond the scope of planning policy. They are included as a
reference for other responsible bodies to be aware of.

Rights of Way

Are shown on a Definitive Map prepared by the Highway Authority (DCC).
They permit passage by pedestrians (public footpath), horses & cyclists (bridle
way) or all traffic (carriage road footpath)
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Second Homes

A house owned by a non-resident and not occupied permanently. May be used
by the owner or friends.

Set in Reveal

The reveal is the inside face of the openings in a wall. If the woodwork frame
for a door or window is set back in the reveal rather than flush with the face of
the wall it is ‘set in reveal’.

Squeeze Stile

Two stone uprights in field boundaries that permit people to pass through but
prevent sheep or cattle passing through

SSSI

Site of Special Scientific Interest. A locality or habit which has been identified
and recorded by English Heritage as being worthy of special protection for its
significant national individuality.

SPG

Supplementary Planning Guidance Planning - Authorities can adopt SPG for
extended and more detailed protection of local areas. The SPG must demon
strably derive from the community.

TPO

Tree Preservation Order A tree or group of trees which contribute exception
ally to their setting can be protected by a TPO which prevents their removal or
pruning without prior permission. Withinthe Conservation Area all trees over a
minimum size are similarly protected.

Vernacular Building Style

Traditional local method, materials and design for building which epitomise the
character of a place.

VDS

Village Design Statement - A document prepared by the community identifying
the character of a locality and guidelines to preserve the character which forms
SPG when adopted by the local planning Authority.

Village envelope

A line that encloses the built-up area of a parish and beyond which is open
space in which development is unlikely to be favourably considered.

Village Lengthman
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A parish Council employee who maintains the public footpaths

Reader’s Notes
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