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Executive Summary

Introduction

In line with the requirements of the Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 the Council
propose to publish a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) entitled Landscape
Character and Design that will provide detail guidance to developers on how new
development can meet the aims and objectives of the policies contained within the
Adopted Derbyshire Dales Local (2005).

The consultation draft Landscape Character and Design Supplementary Planning
Document will be subject to a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) mandatory under the Planning
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. The purpose is to promote sustainable development
by integrating sustainability considerations into the preparation and adoption of the SPD.
The SA considers the SPD’s implications, from a social, economic and environmental
perspective, by assessing options and the draft SPD against available baseline data and
sustainability objectives.

SA is a systematic process undertaken during the preparation of all plans and strategies.
Its role is to assess the extent to which the emerging policies and proposals will help to
achieve ‘sustainable development’ as efficiently as possible.

Purpose

This Scoping report is the first stage of the SA for the Landscape and Design
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) and fulfils ‘Stage A’ of the Sustainability
Appraisal process; acting as an empirical evidence base to inform the context of planning
for Derbyshire Dales by:

Gathering objectives or requirements held in other plans or strategies.

Assessing how the characteristics of the District.

Identifying key issues and problems for the Supplementary Planning Document to
address.

The Scoping Report establishes the Framework for the remainder of the SA process as an
ongoing, iterative procedure that will evolve as new evidence becomes apparent. This
framework involves setting sustainability objectives which the SPD will try to work towards,
as well as background indicators to gauge their possible effects.

Methodology
The Scoping Report contains five main stages:

Al: Reviews of Policies, Plans and Programmes.

These may contain objectives and specific policy requirements needing to be addressed
through the SPD, shaping objectives as well as pointing to particular problems that need to
be tackled. This looks at international, national, regional, county and district level
documents and provides a policy context and key implications for the SPD.



A2: Evidence Gathering.
This stage of the process collects baseline information and uses a ‘spatial portrait’ to
describe present conditions and helps to predict forecasts for the state of the area affected

by policy

A3: Identifying Key Sustainability Issues and Probl ems

Key issues have been identified from baseline information and will inform the SPD to
provide areas of action. Guidance concerning Strategic Environment Assessment (SEA)
Regulations requires that the issues are identified under eight topic headings:

Biodiversity, Fauna and Flora
Population and Human Health
Water and Soll

Air

Climatic Factors

Cultural Heritage and Landscape
Social Inclusiveness

Economic Development

N A WNE

A4: Developing a Sustainability Appraisal Framework

It is important to establish a workable framework that will assess the performance of the
SPD. This uses sustainability appraisal objectives that are tested by measuring likely
performance against core output indicators and specific localised indicators from the
Annual Monitoring Report. Comparison is also made to other values and, whilst flexible in
nature, these indicators will form the basis of LDF Annual Monitoring Reports.

A5: Scoping Report Consultation

Consultation on the Scoping Report will provide comment on the appropriateness of
objectives, indicators, baseline assessment and key issues for this area in the opinion of
the key statutory bodies with environmental, social or economic responsibility, shown
below:

Environment Agency
Natural England
English Heritage

Following consultation, amendments will be made to the Scoping Report before forming
part of the consultation on the Draft Landscape Character and Design Supplementary
Planning Document.

In summary the Scoping Report puts forward:

. Draft spatial objectives (the objectives the Council wish to see achieved on the
ground);

. Sustainability objectives for the SPD;

. Baseline information collected so far;

. Identified sustainability issues;

. Sustainability indicators; and

. The structure and methodology proposed for undertaking subsequent stages of the

Sustainability Appraisal (SA).



The purpose of this consultation is to seek your views on the Scoping Report. We would
particularly welcome your comments on the following:

Have we included all the relevant plans and programmes that are of significance to
the Document and Sustainability?

Can you suggest any other information/facts and figures that may be suitable for
inclusion in the Baseline for the SPD?

Have we identified the main sustainability issues?

Have we chosen the right sustainability indicators for the SPD?

Have the relationships / conflicts between the Sustainability Appraisal and Spatial
Objective, and also Spatial Objectives with each other — been reasonably
identified?

Consultation on this Scoping report is intended to ensure that the objectives set, are
appropriate, and the scope and level of detail proposed for subsequent stages of the SPD
are comprehensive and robust enough to support decisions with regards to sustainability.



Chapter 1

Introduction
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1.2

1.3

1.4

Background

The Landscape, Character and Design Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)
is being produced to clarify the Council’s planning policies on landscape character,
as set out in the Adopted Derbyshire Dales Local Plan (2005). To ensure
development proposals take into account the components that contribute to
landscape character and local distinctiveness. The Adopted Derbyshire Dales Local
Plan (2005) sets out a requirement that development protects or enhances the
character, appearance and local distinctiveness of the landscape. The relevant
polices that the Supplementary Planning Document will complement are:

Policy NBE8 Landscape Character
Planning Permission will only be granted for development that
protects or enhances the character, appearance and local
distinctiveness of the landscape

Policy NBE26 Landscape Design in Association with N ew Development
In determining applications for planning permission the Council
will consider whether there is a need for the submission,
implementation and maintenance of a scheme of landscaping to
ensure that the proposed development would integrate with or
enhance its surroundings.

Where this is considered to be necessary appropriate conditions will be imposed on
any planning permission.

Five key objectives have been identified for this SPD. These set out desired
outcomes the Council will aim to achieve through its implementation.

Spatial Objective 1: To protect and enhance the character, appearance and
features important in the landscape.

Spatial Objective 2: To provide detailed guidance on landscape issues to be
considered as part of any proposal.

Spatial Objective 3: To illustrate and encourage good practice.

Spatial Objective 4. To encourage an integrated approach to development which
includes comprehensive consideration of landscape issues.

Spatial Objective 5 : To help developers in their submission of planning
applications

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires planning authorities to
carry out a Sustainability Appraisal of Development Planning Documents (DPDs)
and Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) that constitute part of the Local
Development Framework (LDF). This Scoping Report and a Final Sustainability
Appraisal Report will together constitute a ‘Sustainability Appraisal Report’ required
by Section 19(5) of the Act.

Sustainability Appraisal is a systematic process undertaken during the preparation
of a plan or strategy. Its role is to assess the extent to which the emerging policies

10



and proposals will help to achieve relevant environmental, social and economic
objectives for sustainability. The key principles of the sustainability appraisal
process are that:

* Itis fully integrated into the plan—making process;

* It provides input at each stage when decisions are taken; and,

* Itis used to develop monitoring arrangements for the implementation of
the plan.

1.5 The overall aim of the appraisal process is to help ensure that Local Development
Documents contribute to ‘sustainable development’. The UK Strategy for
Sustainable Development “A Better Quality of Life” published in March 2005
outlines a set of shared UK principles which will be used to achieve the goal of
sustainable development. The five guiding principles will form the basis for policy in
the UK. For a policy to be sustainable, it must respect all five of these principles in
order to integrate and deliver simultaneously sustainable development:

Figure 1 : Five Guiding Principles

Living Within
Environmental Limits
Reaspacting the limits of the
planat's environment,
resources and biodiversity -
o improve our environment
and ensure that the natural
resources needed for life are

Ensuring a Strong, Healthy
& Just Society

Meaeting the diverse neads of
all paopla in existing and
future communities,
promating personal well-
being, social cohesion and
inclusion, and creating equal

unimpairad and remain so for opportunity for all.

future generations.

Achieving a Using Sound Promoting Good
Sustainable Science Governance
Economy Responsibly Activaly promating

Building a strong,
stable and

sustainable economy
which provides
prosperity and

Ensuring policy is
developed and
implemented on the
basis of strang

effective, participative
systems of
governance: in all
levels of society -

opportunities for all, scientific evidence, engaging people's
and in which whils! taking into creativity, anergy,
::;:i';?'ég‘:mm%iggﬁ account scientific and diversity.
those who impose uncertainty (through
tham (Polluter Pays), the Precautionary
and afficient resource Principle) as well as
use is incentivised public atitudes and
values.
1.2 Purpose
1.2.1 The purpose of this Scoping Report is to:
. identify the context in which the SPD is being written. This is intended to

provide supplementary information on landscape issues within the District.

. assess the broad environmental, social and economic characteristics of
Derbyshire Dales, as a result, identify the key issues that the SPD should
address. These issues have been derived from evidence gathering based on
assessment of baseline information and specifically commissioned studies

. set out an appropriate framework for carrying out the remainder of the
Sustainability Appraisal, including objectives against which draft policies and

11



options may be assessed, and indicators against which progress towards
meeting those objectives can be monitored in future.

1.2.2 When preparing the SPD, planning authorities must also carry out a Strategic

1.2.3

Environmental Assessment (SEA) in accordance with the European Directive
2001/42/EC (known as the SEA Directive). Although SEA and SA are separate
processes, they do overlap in their approaches and involve a similar set of steps.
Figure 2, below, is reproduced from the ODPM Sustainability Guidance published
2005 and shows the key stages and processes required for Sustainability Appraisal
and Strategic Environmental Assessment. Government guidance states that it is
possible to satisfy SEA and SA requirements through a single appraisal process
and this is the approach which the Council intends to take for the SPD.

This report covers Stage A; setting the context and objectives, establishing the
baseline, highlighting the issues and problems facing SPDs and deciding on the
extent of the Sustainability Appraisal process. The report is structured as advised in
the guidance and for clarity uses the same terminology and numbering. The
following sections are as shown below and provide an overview of the methodology
and process, while the detailed work is provided in the relevant tables in the
Appendices.

* Al: Identifying other relevant policies, plans and programmes and
sustainability objectives;

* A2: Collecting baseline information;

* A3: Identifying sustainability issues and problems;

* A4: Developing the SA Framework;

» A5: Consulting on the scope of the Sustainability Appraisal.

12



Figure 2 : Relationship between Sustainability Task s
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1.3 Method

1.3.1 Figure 1.3 below, shows the methodology used to prepare this Scoping Report and
indicates the relationship between each stage

Figure 3 : Methodology for Preparing Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report

A1l: Identifying other relevant plans, programmes A2 Collecting baseline information
and legislation for their sustainability and
policy context

Purpose - provides input towards identifying what the

Purpose — ensures all relevant issues and aims are key issues for consideration should be

considered by the Supplementary Planning Document

Creating a spatial portrait of the District

Relevant Literature: Appendix 1

Literature Review: Appendix 2 Using baseline indicators of past trends to monitor
current state and help predict future effect in Derbyshire
SEA topics and Sustainability Appraisal Dales:

A3: Identifying Key Issues for Sustainability

Purpose — highlights key issues to be addressed in Supplementary Planning Document and thus informs sustainability
objectives

Using studies and evidence bases to quantify the issues that face the Derbyshire Dales Supplementary Planning
Document. Assessing these issues within context of SEA themes

A4: Developing the SA Framework for testing
the Supplementary Planning Document

Purpose — basis for SA of the Supplementary
Planning Document

Uses a framework against which each policy can
undergo a critique

Supplementary Planning Document Appraisal
Framework:

Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report

Purpose - to act as an evidence base for the
Landscape Character and Design Supplementary
Planning Document.

Purpose — provides a report on Sustainability
Appraisal methodology for consultation
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Chapter 2

Stage Al : Review of Policies, Plans and
Programmes
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2.1

211

2.1.2

2.1.3

Reviewing Relevant Plans and Programmes

The production of the Derbyshire Dales Landscape Character and Design SPD
needs to take into account a wide range of other plans and programmes. These
contain objectives and specific policy requirements that need to be addressed.
Identifying and reviewing these documents is an important element of the
Sustainability Appraisal process, as it can help to shape the objectives against
which emerging policies should be appraised, as well as pointing to particular
issues and problems that need to be tackled. This exercise fulfils Task Al of the
Sustainability Appraisal process.

A considerable number of documents were identified from the International,
National, Regional, County and District levels. A list of documents reviewed and
considered relevant to the Local Development Framework can be found in
Appendix 1 : ‘Relevant Plans, Programmes

The detailed review of the requirements of the key plans or programmes is provided
in Appendix 2: ‘A Review of Relevant Plans and Programmes’ . The plans and
programmes reviewed concentrated on the following key elements:

. Key environmental, social and economic objectives relevant to the SPD and
Sustainability Appraisal (SA).

. Key targets and Indicators emerging from these policies.

. Implications for the LDDs and SA.

16



Chapter 3

Stage A2 : Evidence Gathering
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3.1

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

3.1.4

3.1.5

3.1.6

Background

The landscape of the Derbyshire Dales District ranges from the openmoorland of
the Dark Peak around Matlock in the north to the deeply incised river valleys and
limestone scenery for which the dales are named to the rolling patchwork of
agricultural fields, hedges, woodlands and country lanes south of Ashbourne the
landscape is diverse distinctive and very attractive. Whilst the high quality of the
landscape is recognised nationally with the designation of much of the District as
part of The Peak District National Park; the SPD will apply to that part of the
Derbyshire Dales District Council area for which it is the local planning authority,
and will form part of the Derbyshire Dales Local Development Framework.

The landscape of Derbyshire Dales District is of high quality. It includes landscapes
of national and international importance, Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site
and Registered Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest such as Sudbury
Hall and Willersley Castle as well as those with strong local landscape
characteristics, such as the gorge setting of Matlock Bath, and impressive
landscape features such as High Tor and Black Rocks.

Landscape patterns within both the countryside and towns are made up of
individual and distinctive components. It is not just the nature of the countryside, so
readily the focus of most attention, but also the quality of our environment as
(including our streetscapes, industrial and residential landscapes and our parks and
open spaces) and our cultural landscapes (including our rich architectural and
industrial heritage) which are, in many ways, as important to us in terms of the
quality of the lives we lead.

Whilst the majority of the District is rural in character and comprises attractive areas
of countryside interspersed with a large number of villages and hamlets. The main
settlements within the District are Matlock, Wirksworth and Ashbourne.

The district contains the medieval market towns of Ashbourne and Wirksworth
together with the later Spa towns of Matlock and Matlock Bath. The qualities of the
buildings that form these towns are such there is a need to be particularly sensitive
when alterations are proposed.

There is a definite contrast in landscape ranging from rugged uplands in the north to
the softer fertile agricultural land in the south. Equally there is a diverse range of
building materials, from the creamy pink sandstones, buff grit-stone, grey white
limestone and charcoal grey slates found predominately in the north, to the warm
orange red brick, bluish hues of Staffordshire tiles and crisp brown, sepia thatch,
brick and timber framing found further south.

18



3.2

3.2.1

3.2.2

Landscape Character of Derbyshire Dales

In partnership with Derbyshire County Council, the Council undertook a systematic
appraisal of the Derbyshire landscape. This appraisal identified 18 different
landscape character types in the Derbyshire Dales which are described in Figure 4.
Policy NBES8 in the adopted Derbyshire Dales Local Plan indicates that planning
permission will only be granted where development protects or enhances the
character, appearance and local distinctiveness of the landscape. Policy NBE26 in
the adopted Derbyshire Dales Local Plan seeks to ensure that landscape design is
an integral part of the planning process and not an add-on after planning
permission has been granted. An SPD on Landscape Character and Design will be
produced that provides detailed guidance on how new development can meet the
aims and objectives of these policies.

The Countryside Commission and English Nature (now Natural England) used this
approach for work undertaken on the Countryside Character Initiative in preparing
the Character Map of England. This involved mapping, describing and classifying
landscape character across the whole country. It led to the identification of 159
discrete Regional Landscape Character Areas. Five of these cover the Derbyshire
Dales which is shown in Figure 5 below.

Figure 4 : Landscape Character Types for Derbyshire Dales

Character Map of England - Landscape Derbyshire — Draft Landscape

Character Areas Character Type
The Dal’k Peak Open Moors

Settled Valley pastures
Enclosed Moors

Riverside Meadows

The White Peak Limestone Slopes

Plateau Pastures
Limestone Dales

The Derbyshire Peak Fringe and Lower Wooded Slopes and Valleys
Derwent Wooded Farmlands
Riverside Meadows

Settled Farmlands

The Needwood and South Derbyshire Settled Plateau Farmlands
Claylands Sandstone Slopes and Heaths
Settled Farmlands

Riverside Meadows

Estate Farmlands

The Trent Valley Washlands Lowland Village Farmlands
Riverside Meadows

19



3.2.2

3.2.3

3.24

3.2.5

3.2.6

3.2.7

A landscape character assessment of the whole District has been undertaken in
partnership with Derbyshire County Council and the Countryside Agency. This
landscape character assessment identified 18 different landscape character types
across the Derbyshire Dales. The geographical distribution of each of these
landscape types is set out in the Figure 6 below.

The North West of the District, including Matlock and Wirksworth lies within the
White Peak and consists of a gently rolling upland limestone plateau interrupted by
steep sided Dales. There are scattered nucleated villages and occasional isolated
farmsteads within a pastoral setting. The Dales are deeply incised river valleys with
steep slopes and extensive amounts of exposed rock. Some Dales have rivers
meandering through them and others are dry at the surface. The main habitats on
the plateau are grasslands associated with dairy farming and rough grazing. This
area has an open aspect and expansive views with dry stonewalls constructed from
local limestone being a central feature of the landscape.

The White Peak strongly contrasts with the adjacent gritstone landscape of the Dark
Peak, which extends into the northern part of the District, including settlements such
as Darley Dale and Rowsley. Gritstone outcrops and rocky tors tend to dominate
the landscape.

The Peak Fringe and Lower Derwent, situated throughout the central part of the
District surrounds the villages of Hulland Ward and Hognaston, and generally
comprises of an undulating area with river valleys.

The East of the District is characterised by enclosed moors and heaths with regular
field patterns and attractive wooded slopes and valleys with a network of winding
lanes linking dispersed sandstone farmsteads.

Much of the South of the District comprises a mixed farming landscape on gentle
slopes that are interrupted by patches of semi natural woodland. Adjacent to the
rivers there are broad flat floodplains occupied by meadows and scattered trees.
The extreme south of the District borders the Trent Valley Washlands that feature
lowland village farmlands and riverside and wet pasture meadows.

20



Figure 5 : Character Area Map of Derbyshire Dales
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Figure 6 : Landscape Character Type of Derbyshire D  ales
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3.3

3.3.1

3.3.2

3.3.3

3.34

3.3.5

Geology

There are three distinct rock formations imithe District and each is associated with
particular physical characteristics and respongi¢he historic development of agriculture
and industry. Figure 8 shows the geological foramadf the District.

The oldest rocks belong to the Carbonifesyssem and are limestones that were laid down
about 330 million years ago. They are the accuradlegmains of marine creatures which
lived in shallow seas and evidence of their origias be seen at many sites through the
existence of fossils. Around the fringes of theadmmestone reefs can be found where
bedding is poor or absent. During the formatiotheflimestones volcanic action produced
molten lava which solidified in irregular dark lageas basalt or toadstone.

In post Carboniferous times many areas olitfestone were enriched by hot fluids
migrating from within the Earth’s crust. Such flaidere rich in minerals and as they cooled
deposition of these minerals occurred in veins.gealy speaking the veins take the form of
filled vertical fissures known as rakes and maypéo 15 metres wide and run across
country for many kilometres.

The most common minerals found in the Distaite galena (lead sulphide), sphalerite (zinc
sulphide), fluorite (calcium fluoride), baryte (han sulphate) and calcite (calcium
carbonate).

Millions of years ago the whole limestoneaanas covered by shale and a coarse sandstone
(commonly referred to as millstone grit) in therfoof a great dome. Erosion over time has
caused a portion of the upper rocks to become waay, exposing the denuded limestone
plateau and producing the characteristic gritsedges along the boundary. Mineralisation
did not penetrate the sandstone and it has bedaitexponly as stone for building or the
production of millstones and grindstones. The Caifiecous series above the Millstone Grit

is known as the Lower Coal Measures and is presghe north east corner of the District.

Figure 7 : Generalised Geological Section of Surfac e Measures
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Figure 8 : Bedrock Geology of Derbyshire Dales
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3.3.6 The District contains sand and gravel deposits in the South of the District. The
formation of these “drift” deposits occurred following the last ice age when considerable
areas of sand and gravel, silt and clay in the form of glacial and weathered rock deposits
were eroded and deposited in wide tracts along the major rivers. The other sources of
sand and gravel in the District is the Sherwood sandstones. These solid deposits having
been laid down before the last ice age much older than the “drift” deposits of the river
valleys and is shown in Figure 9 below.

Figure 9 : Drift Geology of Derbyshire Dales
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3.4  Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site

3.4.1 The Derwent Valley Mills site was inscribed on the World Heritage list in December
2001 of the other 26 sites within England. It extends from Matlock Bath to Derby
and defines a cultural landscape of exceptional significance due, in the main, to its
association with pioneering innovations in textile manufacture and the
development of manufacturing and technology. The boundary of the World
Heritage Site encloses approximately 1229 hectares and the Buffer Zone extends
to 4363 hectares. The Buffer Zone is defined in order to protect the site from
development that would damage its setting. The Derwent Valley Mills
Management Plan sets the framework for the integrated and pro-active
management of the cultural landscape to ensure its special qualities are sustained
and preserved for future generations.

3.4.2 It comprises the ensemble of industrial sites and settlements which developed in
association with the textile mills of Matlock Bath, Cromford, Belper, Milford, Darley
Abbey and Derby over a period from the 18t to the early 20t century. It is a unique
cultural landscape of industrial buildings, related housing, canal, road and railway
architecture set, for the most part, within a green landscape. The Buffer Zone is
defined in order to protect the site from development that would damage its setting.

3.4.3 Figure 10 below shows the location of the Derwent Valley Mills World heritage Site
including the Buffer zone.

26



Figure 10 : Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Sit e
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3.5

3.5.1

3.5.2

3.5.3

3.54

3.5.5

Conservation Areas

Conservation areas are designated due to their special architectural or historic
interest. In an environment as sensitive as a conservation area, planning has a
key role to play in emphasising the character and appearance of the entire area, in
particular by overseeing a careful balance between preservation of the historic
environment, while encouraging sympathetic new development.

The District has 32 Conservation Areas covering 1,406 hectares (4%)  of the
local planning authority area and have been designated within the District in order
to conserve and enhance the special architectural qualities or historic interest of
particular areas. Figure 9 shows the distribution of conservation area within the
District.

The designation of a conservation area has a number of legal consequences
including specific procedures for planning application and the control of demolition
of buildings. However unlisted buildings in conservation areas still enjoy permitted
development rights, allowing for example windows, doors and roofs to be changed
without express permission which can result in unsympathetic alterations. In order
to avoid this, 3 Article 4(2) directions covering 503 properties have been made
in Derbyshire Dales. An Article 4(2) removes permitted development rights, giving
added control to the local planning authority to ensure that the changes that take
place make a contribution to the area. To achieve this more effectively,
conservation area appraisals and guidelines are used. They comprehensively
review the condition of each conservation area, describing their character including
any particular features of interest, highlighting any current issues and setting out
suggested guidelines for appropriate development. This provides a more detailed
framework for the justification of planning decisions.

The Council has agreed a programme for undertaking appraisals of each of the 32
Conservation Areas designated within the District. As well as assessing the
condition of buildings, curtilage features, hard surfaces and street furniture the role
of trees, landscape and open spaces and the contribution they make to the quality
and character of the Conservation Area environment is also being considered. As
each appraisal is prepared the value of the landscape and priorities for its
conservation and possible enhancement will be identified.

Figure 11 below shows the location of the Conservation Areas
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Figure 11 : Distribution of Conservation Areas
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3.6

3.6.1

3.6.2

Historic Parks and Gardens

There is a Register of Parks and Gardens of special historic interest in England
which is maintained by English Heritage and now contains 1,450 sites . While there
are many parks and gardens that are historic and make a valuable contribution to
an area’s visual and recreational attractiveness, only these deemed to be of special
historic interest (based on the survival, quality and interest of their historic structure)
are included in the register. Figure 12 distribution of Historic Parks within the
District

There are 9 parks and gardens included on the Register of Parks and Gardens of
Special Historic Interest covering some 446 hectares . Currently these are:
. Ednaston Manor

. Sudbury Hall

. The Heights of Abraham
. Lovers Walks

. High Tor

. Derwent Gardens

. Sydnope Hall

. The Whitworth Institute
. Wilersley Castle

Figure 12 : Distribution of Historic Parks
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3.7  Special Areas of Conservation

3.7.1 Special Areas of Conservation are designated under the provisions of the European
Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Flora and
Fauna. There are five sites that fall within the Derbyshire Dales District Council
Area. Figure 13 shows the distribution of Special Areas of Conservation

Figure 13: Distribution of Special Areas of Conserv  ation
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3.8 Biodiversity - Sites of Special Scientific Inte  rest

3.8.1 Within the local planning authority area, English Nature has designated 17 Sites of
Special Scientific Interest under section 28 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
covering 516 hectares of the Districts overall land area. Figure 15 shows the
distribution of SSSI within the District

3.8.2 The table below presents an assessment undertaken by English Nature on the
favourable condition of the SSSIs. The national target is for 95% of SSSIs to be in
favourable or recovering condition by 2010.

Figure 14 Condition of SSSIs within the District

% % % %
Favourable Unfavourable Unfavourable/ Destroyed /
condition /recovering declining part destroyed
condition condition

Bage Mine 100 0 0 0
Baileycroft Quarry 81.8 18.82 0 0
Bees Nest & Green Clay Pits 56.2 43.78 0 0
Cawdor Quarry 0 100 0 0
Clough Woods 12.5 12.81 12.01 0
Colehill Quarries 100 0 0 0
Cromford Canal 18.2 34.8 0
Dale Quarry 100 0 0
Eastern Peak District Moors 30.8 31.27 10.76 0
Gang Mine 100 0 0 0
Hipley Hill 41 58.91 0 0
Hulland Moss 0 100 0 0
Kirkham's Silica Sandpit 100 0 0 0
Masson Hill 66 17.83 1.58 0
Matlock Woods 0 100 0 0
Rose End Meadows 38.1 6.26 37.64 2.44
Via Gellia Woodlands 37.9 15.36 9.76 0
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Figure 15: Distribution of Sites of Special Scienti  fic Interest
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3.9 Regionally Important Geological and Geomorpholo  gical Sites

3.9.1 Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites is a non statutory
designation afforded to sites of significant geological and geomorphological value.
The R.1.G.S register is maintained by the Derbyshire R.1.G.S steering group.
R.I.G.S are protected within the land use policies of statutory local plans. Forty
sites fall within the Derbyshire Dales District Council Area as shown in Figure 16
below.

Figure 16 Distribution of Regionally Important Geol ogical and Geomorphological Sites
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3.10 Biodiversity — Derbyshire Wildlife Sites

3.10.1 The Derbyshire Wildlife Sites Register prepared jointly by Derbyshire County
Council and the Derbyshire Wildlife Trust identifies 196 sites as being of county or
local importance for nature conservation in the local planning authority area
measuring a total of some 1227 hectares. A number of these sites were previously
derelict or despoiled and have naturally regenerated themselves.

Figure 17 : Distribution of Derbyshire Wildlife Sit  es
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3.11 Scheduled Ancient Monuments

3.11.1

3.11.2

Nationally important archaeological sites are statutorily protected as Scheduled
Ancient Monuments under the Ancient Monument and Archaeological Areas Act
1979, which builds on legislation dating back to 1882.

The total number of scheduled ancient monuments in the area remains fairly static
over time. What may alter, however is the number of those considered to be at
risk. There are five buildings within the District that are on English Heritage’s
National Buildings At Risk register and also on the District Council’s Buildings At
Risk Register. Currently there are 57 scheduled ancient monuments in local
planning authority area. The responsibility for the protection of scheduled
monuments lies with English Heritage.

Figure 18 : Distribution of Scheduled Ancient Monum ents
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3.12 Trees

3.12.1 Trees, woodlands, forests and hedgerows make a varied and valuable contribution
to the quality of life from urban centres to the open countryside and contribute to the
local distinctiveness of the area.

3.12.2 The Council has designated 166 Tree Preservation Orders across the area for
which it is the local planning authority. There are a further 35 Tree Preservation
Orders that have been designated by Derbyshire County Council. These, and a
significant number of Ancient Woodlands are vital components of the local
environment because of their importance aesthetically, historically, and their
contribution to the protecting and enhancing biodiversity. Figure 19 shows the
distribution of ancient woodlands within the Local Planning Authority area.

Figure 19 : Distribution of Ancient Woodlands withi n the Local Planning Authority Area
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3.13 River Courses, Water Bodies and Hydrological C  haracteristics

3.13.1 The District is crossed by a number of watercourses. The River Wye and River
Derwent dominate the river catchments network in the east of the district whist the
River Dove acts as a western boundary. Carsington Reservoir, completed in 1992,
is located in the centre of the local planning authority area and measures some 307
hectares. The Cromford Canal flows from Cromford Mill eastwards to the District
Boundary near Whatstandwell.

3.13.2 Water quality in the rivers flowing through the District is revealed by the
Environment Agency as being fair on a few short stretches to very good on the
majority.

Figure 20 : Distribution of Water Courses within th e District
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3.14 Brownfield Land

3.14.1 Although there is over 400 hectares of land identified in the National Land Use
Database, much of it is associated with the quarrying and mineral extraction
industries, and unsuitable for redevelopment because it is situated in isolated and
therefore unsustainable locations. Figure 19 below categorises the types of brown
field land whilst Figure 22 presents the distribution of brownfield land within the

District

Figure 21 — Type of Brownfield Land within the Dist  rict

Land Type No. of Area
Sites (Hectares)

Previously Developed Land now vacant 4 7.78

Derelict Land and Buildings 25 358.1

Previously Developed Land or Buildings currently in use & 1 21.46

allocated in the Local Plan or with Planning permission

Previously Developed Land or Buildings currently in use with 8 7.65

redevelopment potential but no planning application or

permission

Previously Developed Land or Buildings which have been 10 11.37

redeveloped or is under construction

Vacant Buildings 1 0.67

TOTAL 49 407.1

39




Figure 22 : Distribution of Brownfield Land within the District
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3.15 Agricultural Land

There is no Grade 1 agricultural land within the plan area and detailed information
on Grade 3a is not currently available. The Figure below shows generalised areas
of Grade 2 within the area.

Agriculture Grade Hectares %
Grade 1 0 0.0
Grade 2 1,460 1.8
Grade 3 21,058 26.5
Grade 4 45,111 56.7
Grade 5 11,101 14.0

Figure 23: Distribution of Agricultural Land within the Local Planning Authority Area
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3.16 Existing Minerals Planning Permissions

Because of the District’'s geology there are large number of mineral permission
within the local planning authority has 7 active crush rock sites, 3 gritstone quarries
and 1 quarry that extracts Sherwood sandstone as shown in Figure 24 below.
Mineral extraction can have an adverse effects on the environment in particular .n

the landscape

Figure 24: Distribution of Active Minerals Sites
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3.17 Parks, Open Spaces and Playing Fields

3.17.1 The Council is responsible for the management and maintenance of over 100
hectares of open space including areas located within the Peak District National
Park. These include parks, cemeteries, playing fields and recreation grounds,
church yards, play areas, memorials, gardens, picnic areas, village greens,
carparks and amenity and grassed areas.

3.17.2 Within almost every settlement in the plan area there are open spaces that are
important to the character and appearance of the settlement, and have been given
special protection. Within the District there are a large number and often small
sized open spaces and have been identified as follows:

Allotment Gardens, off Wellfield Street, Matlock

Victoria Court, off Chesterfield Road, Matlock

Land Adjacent to Bull Lane, Matlock

Nagle Preparatory School Lilly Bank, Henry Avenue, Matlock
Dene Fields Court, Land off Lime Tree Road, Matlock

Land Adjacent to County Offices, Bank Road, Matlock
Northwood, Northwood Lane

Darley Bridge

Mason Terrace, off Spout Lane Tansley

Land rear of Greyhound Hotel, off Water Lane, Cromford
Land off St Mary’s Close, Cromford

Land adjacent to Brassington Hall

Land Opposite The Glebe House, Carsington

Land Opposite The Garden House, Carsington

St Oswald’s School, Land Adjacent to Belle Vue Road, Ashbourne
Land adjacent to St Oswalds Church, Ashbourne

Land to rear of 40 —120 Mayfield Road, Ashbourne

Land adjacent to Hollies Close, Clifton

Land adjacent to 1 Church Lane, Doveridge

Land between St John’s the Baptist Church and School House, Boylestone
Land in between Hillcroft and Montamana House, Boylestone
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3.18 Built and Physical Environment

3.18.1 The Derbyshire Dales contains some of the finest towns and villages in the Country.
Their quality stems from the wide variety of landscape features together with a well
preserved heritage of buildings and settlements. The high quality of the local
environment is also a result of the historic fabric of the built environment. This
consists of a number of elements; listed buildings, conservation areas, historic
parks and gardens, archaeological sites and features and the Derwent Valley Mills
World Heritage Site. appearance of the village and the surrounding landscape.
Vilage pate

3.18.2 There are 1328 buildings listed as being of special architectural or historic interest,
and of these 61 have been identified as being at risk. The Council has designated
32 conservation areas across the area for which it the local planning authority, and
has recently commenced a long-term programme of Conservation Area Character
Appraisals.

3.18.3 There are a number of parks and gardens that are included on the Register of Parks
and Gardens of Special Historic Interest. Currently these are; Ednaston Manor,
Sudbury Hall, the Heights of Abraham, Lovers Walks, High Tor, Derwent Gardens,
Sydnope Hall, the Whitworth Institute, and Willersley Castle.

3.18.4The area is also rich in archaeological sites with features of national and local
importance. Derbyshire County Council has prepared a Sites and Monuments
Register which identifies 4486 archaeological and heritage features within the local
planning authority area. This list incorporates a number of “County Treasures”
which are features of public importance by virtue of their archaeological,
architectural, historic scenic or scientific interest.

3.18.5 Whilst the majority of the District is rural in character and comprises attractive areas
of countryside interspersed with a large number of villages and hamlets. The
district contains the medieval market towns of Ashbourne and Wirksworth together
with the later Spa towns of Matlock and Matlock Bath.

3.18.6 There is a definite contrast in the range of building materials, from the creamy pink
sandstones, buff grit-stone, grey white limestone and charcoal grey slates found
predominately in the north, to the warm orange red brick, bluish hues of
Staffordshire tiles and crisp brown, sepia thatch, brick and timber framing found
further south.

Ashbourne

3.18.7 The town of Ashbourne lies in the Henmore Valley, which divides highland and
lowland Derbyshire n the western boundary of the County by the River Dove. To
the north are high limestone hills and seep valleys, whilst flat gravel and clay lands
are to the south.

3.18.8 The origins of “Ashbourne in the Peak” were established prior to the Conquest
although the “triangular shaped” market place was established in the 13" century.
Half timbered properties spread around the Market and along St John’s Street and
Church Street in the 16™ century and the 17™ century saw town houses of local
families establishing themselves along Church Street. Although the town has
expanded over the centuries in essence its character has changed little. Until the
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mid 1960’s the majority of development was confined to the valley. Subsequent
development in the latter years of the of the 20™ century has been predominately
along the southern boundary of the town

3.18.9 The planned layout and compact nature of this market town has changed little from
its original design and this coupled with some stunning architecture, has resulted in
a vibrant town bursting with special architectural and historic character and
appearance, Ashbourne attracts many tourist as well as shoppers and visitors from
neighbouring towns.

Wirksworth

3.18.10The town of Wirksworth lies in the central area of Derbyshire. Much of the basis
for the origin and early development of the town of Wirksworth lies in its geology
and topography. Wirksworth is sited in a basin of foothills to the west, north and
east. The river Ecclesbourne rises just north of the town and flows southwards.
The town is also sited at the junction of three geological areas; carboniferous
limestone, limestone shales and milestones grits. There are also patches of till, a
heavy clay with small pebbles. The limestone, found to the west, provided a
source of lead ore and building stone. The shales to the east of the town, and the
clays provided materials for the brick and tile industries as well as a basis for rich
agricultural soils. Building stone was extracted from the millstone grits to the east
and south east.

3.18.11 The plan form and building types found in Wirksworth have been influenced by the
prevailing uses in the area. Some specialised uses have spread throughout the
town such as small scale workshops, chapels and schools. Likewise the various
buildings associated with lead mining and lead miners cottages are all scattered
throughout the town. The form and layout of different parts of the town are
evidence of the way the area grew and functioned.

Matlock

3.18.12Matlock is the largest settlement in the Derbyshire Dales. It is comprised of a
string of smaller settlements running along the River Derwent. Old Matlock or
Matlock Town was the original settlement and off shoots Matlock Green, Matlock
Bridge, Matlock Bank, Matlock Dale and Matlock Bath. Matlock is largely
constructed of local gritstone in the Victorian and Edwardian eras as the towns rapid
growth as a Spa town / resort. Matlocks attractive built environment is further
enhanced by its outstanding natural setting.

Villages

3.18.13The villages of the Derbyshire Dales lie within a series of distinctive landscape
types that give rise to variations in settlement pattern and village character. There
are many subtle variations in vernacular buildings and materials used, both within
and outside of the villages. These features reflect the diversity of styles and
traditions and exert a strong influence on village character, appearance and sense
of place. The character and appearance of the many villages is also influenced by
their relationship with the surrounding countryside. The pattern of village
development in the Derbyshire Dales varies considerably with examples of
nucleated; agglomerated; linear; planned and dispersed settlement patterns. In
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many villages, however, there is a recognisable structure and form to the
settlement, where the form and scale of development has regard to the setting of
the village in the wider landscape. In order to preserve the special character of the
villages throughout the plan area it is important that any development in the villages
is carefully controlled, and of a scale and nature that did not have an adverse
impact upon the character and appearance of the village and the surrounding
landscape.

3.18.14Village patterns across the District are also affected by the location and extent of
open space within a settlement. There are a number of instances where
countryside gaps protrude into the villages. Whilst these may or may not be of
strong visual character, they nonetheless provide important buffers to, or strategic
gaps between, development and as such help to maintain the distinctive pattern and
separate character and identity of villages within the landscape.

46



Chapter 4

Stage A3 : Identifying Sustainability Issues
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4.1

41.1

Identifying Key Sustainability Issues

An important stage in the sustainability appraisal process (SA Task A3) is to identify
the key issues affecting the area which need to be addressed by the Supplementary

4.1

Planning Document. One of the principle reasons for undertaking the baseline
exercise is to identify those issues where the District is performing well against
wider sustainability objectives.

.2 The key issues identified for the Local Planning Authority Area. Figure 25, below,

summarises the issues around the main themes for sustainable development. The
following sections provide more information, described in accordance with the
overarching SEA principles of:

. Biodiversity, Fauna and Flora

. Population and Human Health

. Water and Soill

. Air

. Climatic Factors

. Cultural Heritage and Landscape
. Social Inclusiveness

. Economic Development

Figure 25:  Landscape and Design Issues withinthe L ocal Planning Authority Area
1 There are a number of competing forces for changes at work within the countryside including,
changing agricultural practices, farm diversification, pressure for development, recreational demands,
utilities management and transport planning all of which can affect the individual characteristics of the
local landscape.
2 Trees and hedgerows are subject to continuing loss through pressure of development and changing
agricultural practices
3 The local planning authority area has a number of active, worked and dormant quarries
4 The local planning authority area has a large area of ancient woodlands
5 A high proportion of the district is covered by special designations such as SSSI, DWSR, SACs,
Conservation Areas, HistoricParks, listed buildings and Scheduled Ancient Monuments

6 The Derwent Mills is internationally recognised for its contribution to industrial development and has
an extensive buffer in order to protect the site from development that would damage its setting

7 The local planning area has a varied and diverse landscape. The special character and appearance
of the area is considered an invaluable attribute.

8 Conservation of the landscape/habitat diversity is important within the district to achieve biodiversity.

9 The district has a range of landscape character types which all contribute to local distinctiveness in

terms of the way the landscape looks

10 | The legacy of the industrial heritage offers important landscape features.

11 | The River Derwent and River Dove Valley form important river valleys for the District, which define the
character of the area through which they flow.

12 | The local ilanninﬁ authoriti area has a hiih EroEortion of brownfield land

12 The landscape offers and important resource for health, leisure, tranquillity and aesthetic qualities
13 There is a good network of trees within the urban environment

14 | Trees / vegetation contributes to defining the character of the environment and helps to contribute to
quality of life for visitors and residents

15 | The Districts Iandscaie offers an imiortant educational resource

16 | Farming and forestry continue to contribute to the local economy and have an impact on the
landscape

17 | An attractive and well managed landscape will help contribute to economic investment

18 | Tourism is largely dependent on the quality and character of the local landscape.
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Chapter 5

Developing Sustainability Objectives
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5.1  Sustainability Objectives

5.1.1 Following on from identifying the key issues, a set of 11 sustainability objectives
have been developed are set out below. They incorporate the requirements of the
SEA directive, in that the key topic areas set out within the Directive. These
relationships are made explicit in Figure 27 below, which sets out each of the SEA
directive themes and cross-relates this to each relevant Sustainability Appraisal
objective.

Figure 26 : Sustainability Appraisal Objectives Aga  inst the SEA Requirements
SEA Directive Theme Relevant Sustainability Appraisal Objectives

1 Biodiversity Biodiversity

2 Population Education & Lifelong Learning, Health & Wellbeing, Quality of Life,
Social Inclusion & Community Satisfaction & Involvement

3 Human Health Health & Wellbeing

4 Fauna Biodiversity

5 Flora Biodiversity

6 Soil Natural Resources

7 Water Natural Resources, Water

8 Air Climate Change & Emissions

9 Climatic Factors Climate Change & Emissions, Natural Resources

10 Material Assets Land, Homes for Everyone, Employment & Economy, Education &
Lifelong Learning, Leisure & Recreation, Social Inclusion &
Community Satisfaction

11 Cultural Heritage Heritage

12 Landscape Landscape & Townscape Quality

5.1.2 The objectives devised for the Derbyshire Dales sustainability appraisal have been
deliberately kept to a minimum, in order to keep them focused on individual topics
and high-level in terms of their aims. This is because SA by its very nature is an
overarching high-level process. It is important to understand that the sustainability
objectives for the SA process are distinct from those of the individual LDF
documents. The latter will focus on how the sustainability objectives (i.e. the ends or
outcomes) can be achieved (i.e. the ‘means’). The plan objectives in each case will
need to be tested against the overall sustainability objectives as the first part of the
appraisal process.

Figure 27 : Sustainability Appraisal Objectives

SEA Topic Sustainability Appraisal Objective
Environment

Biodiversity, Fauna and Flora ENV1 | To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife species and habitats.

Water and Soil/ Land ENV2 | To protect and enhance the quality of water resources.
ENV3 | To conserve the quality of soil resources

ENV4 | To reduce contamination and regenerate degraded environments

Cultural Heritage and Landscape ENV5 | To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes

ENV6 | To protect and enhance heritage assets and their setting

Social
Population and Human, S1 To_ improve the quality of where people work, live and visit and minimise risks and
nuisances
S3 To minimise the opportunities for crime and reduce the fear of crime
Economic
Material Assets EC1 To diversify and modernise the District ‘s economy and promote sustainable

economic growth
EC2 To encourage and support a variety of jobs to meet local employment needs

EC3 To encourage further development of tourism and culture
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Chapter 6

Stage A4: Developing a Sustainability
Appraisal Framework
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6.1 The Sustainability Appraisal Framework Purpose

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

6.1.4

6.1.5

b)

d)

The Derbyshire Dales Landscape and Design Supplementary Planning Document
aims to address those issues identified in Chapter 4. By investigating baseline
information and identifying issues to be addressed it is possible to establish a
framework that will assess policy, plan and programme aims.

The final element of the scoping stage is the development of the sustainability
appraisal framework. This framework will be used as the basis against which to
assess the developing options, policies and proposals within the SPD.

The sustainability framework enables predictions to be made into the potential
effects on sustainability, assessing the cumulative results of plans and policies
when put into action. Analysing indicators helps to identify trends and helps to
explore areas of uncertainty. The whole process provides a baseline condition as a
benchmark against which continued comparison can be made.

The Sustainability Appraisal Framework is set out in Appendix 3 . While this whole
report explains in more detail the background to SA and the Council’'s approach, the
Framework itself contains all the ‘ingredients’ for undertaking the assessment of the
SPD.

The framework has 6 columns:

Sustainability Objective

This column sets out the 11 sustainability objectives that the LDF seeks to achieve.
As explained these are broad overarching objectives, not to be confused with the
objectives of the plans to be assessed. They are intended to cover all the key
issues that together make up ‘sustainable development’ that applies to the SPD. All
the other columns relate to these objectives and set out how it will be assessed and
whether these objectives will be met through the LDF.

SEA Directive Issues

The SEA Directive sets out topics that should be covered by Strategic
Environmental Assessment. This column has been added to the framework to show
how each of the sustainability objectives relates to the topics given in the Directive

Sustainability Indicator

Sustainability indicators show what data will be used to assess the impacts of an
LDD on the sustainability objectives. Where possible the SA will record the likely
impacts of an emerging LDD on these indicators. Those highlighted in bold are
considered the key indicators, which will be used to monitor the sustainability
impacts over the life of the LDD, in this case the core strategy.

Current Baseline/ Recent Trends

This column shows ‘where we are now’, derived from the baseline data collection.
The data included in this column was instrumental in forming the sustainability
objectives in column 1.
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e) Target
This column shows quantitative targets derived either from the review of plans &
programmes or a directional target devised for the purposes of SA.
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Chapter 7

Testing the Plan Objectives
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7.1

7.1.1

7.1.2

7.1.3

7.1.4

7.1.5

Testing the Plan Objectives against the Sustain  ability Framework

The opportunity to identify where Sustainability Appraisal objectives conflict with
those of the SPD is achievable through a compatibility assessment using the
consistency matrix shown in Figure 28 below. This testing of plan objectives (which
will form part of the SA Production process Stage B1l) identifies any tensions
between objectives, and highlights those areas that may require priorities to be
given for, or mitigation measures to be built into, a plans production. This allows
refinement of development plan objectives, and assessment of proposed options, to
lead to a better-informed, more transparent planning decision.

There may be some tensions between objectives that can not be resolved, and the
compatibility matrix can ensure that these are clarified. Any subsequent decisions

can modify objectives to ensure that they remain as sustainable as possible whilst

minimising conflict with one-another.

The objectives of the SPD will set out what it is aiming to achieve in spatial and land
use planning terms. It is important that the objectives of the SPD are in accordance
with sustainability principles, so they should be tested for compatibility with the SA
objectives.

Spatial Objective 1: To protect and enhance the character, appearance and
features important in the landscape.

Spatial Objective 2: To provide detailed guidance on landscape issues to be
considered as part of any proposal.

Spatial Objective 3: To illustrate and encourage good practice.

Spatial Objective 4. To encourage an integrated approach to development which
includes comprehensive consideration of landscape issues.

Spatial Objective 5 : To help developers in their submission of planning
applications

The objectives set out in the SPD indicate what the Council is trying to achieve
through the implementation of the Derbyshire Dales Local Plan. Once defined, they
must then be assessed against each of the SA objectives to ensure that they are
consistent in their approach in working towards achieving sustainable development.
The results of this will give an indication of whether the objectives are positively
compatible, neutral (have no effect or will create a possible conflict. For the
purposes of this exercise the SPD objectives will be assessed against the SA
objectives.

An assessment of the compatibility between the SPD and SA Objectives is given in
Figure 28 below.
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Figure 28 : Comparing the SPD objectives againstth e SA objectives

Landscape Character and Design Supplementary Planni  ng Document Objectives
Sustainability To clarify landscape To raise awareness of the To illustrate and To encourage an To help planners and
Objectives requirements for granting full range of landscape encourage good integrated approach to developers implement
planning permission. issues to be considered as practice. landscape conservation planning policy.
part of any proposal. and development.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Scale: neutral / positive compatible

Conclusion:
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7.2 Consistency between Objectives

7.2.1 Comparing the SPD’s Spatial Objectives with one another can help reveal
inconsistencies or particular tensions between objectives, an highlight — where
appropriate — the need to make any amendments. Compatibility between the
spatial Objectives of the Affordable Housing SPD is reviewed below.

Figure 29 : Compatibility of Spatial Objectives wit  h Each Other
Spatial Objective 1

Spatial Objective 2

Spatial Objective 3

Spatial Objective 4

Spatial Objective 5

Conclusion:
7.3  Quality Assurance

7.3.1 Quality Assurance (QA) is an important element of the appraisal exercise. This
helps to ensure that the requirements of the SEA Directive are being met and
highlight any problems with the SA Report. The QA procedure also helps to
indicate how effectively sustainability considerations are being integrated into the
SPD preparation process. This is carried out through completion of quality
assurance checklist as shown in Appendix 4 . Quality Assurance can be applied at
any stage of the appraisal process to check the quality of the work carried out.
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Chapter 8
Developing And Refining Options
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8.1.1

8.1.2

8.1.3

8.1.4

Developing and Refining Options

In developing the SPD, a number of options will be generated. These look at
approaches that the Council may take in working to meet the Plan’s objectives. The
options must be realistic in scope and implementation and will probably include ‘do
nothing’ or ‘business as usual’ scenarios.

Assessment of Plan Options

Each of the options prepared for the SPD will be recorded against the objectives of
the SA, and their likely significant effects on sustainability determined over time - in
the short, medium and long-term. Other known factors, which may be beyond the
control of the Council though may impact on the sustainability of a particular
proposal, will also be noted. The results will be presented in a series of matrices as
shown in Figure 30.

The likely effects will be recorded as being positive, negative, having no significant
effect, having an uncertain effect or dependent on how implemented. An indication
of predicted effects or where clarification is required will also be provided where
they are recorded as being negative, uncertain or dependent on how implemented.
It will also be appropriate to consider, in comparing options with one another,
whether the effects will be permanent or temporary; reversible or irreversible (i.e.
how difficult it would be to offset or remedy any damage caused); and how
significant the effects are likely to be.

Representations received from consultation and the findings of the SA - of options -
will identify which options do not perform well and can be discarded, or where
changes should be made to ensure that negative impacts are minimised and
positive impacts enhanced. Further work will then be done on a limited number of
preferred options or even a single preferred option if there are no realistic
alternatives. The preferred option(s) will be the subject of the next Stage.
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Figure 30 : Assessment of Cumulative Effects of Opt

ions against SA Objectives

SA Objective

OPTION 1
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Medium Term

Long Term
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Chapter 9
Assessing Effects Of The Preferred Option(S)
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9.1

9.2

Assessing the Effects of the Preferred Options

It is appropriate to appraise the sustainability of the preferred option(s) in detail, to
analyse any adverse effects that are seen to be likely, and where appropriate,
identify what mitigation measures may be required to prevent, reduce or offset
these effects. Ways of maximising the beneficial effects of the preferred option(s)
should also be considered.

The table shown in Figure 31 can be used to assess the cumulative effects of the
preferred option(s), as it is scrutinised against SA Objectives. The likely effects will
be recorded as being positive, negative, having no significant effect, having an
uncertain effect or dependent on how implemented. The findings of this assessment
will inform the need to reconsider or alter particular parts of a proposal in the
interest of sustainability. The potential effects should be quantified where possible,
or a subjective judgement made where this is not possible, with reference to the
baseline situation. These can be compared with other options and ‘do nothing’ or
‘business as usual’ scenarios, which may in themselves involve changes to the
baseline. Conclusions on the overall sustainability effect of the preferred option(s)
should be documented, including the likelihood of effects occurring, and the scale
and nature of the impacts predicted over time.
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Figure 31 : Assessment of the Preferred Option(s)

Preferred Option 1
‘A Objective | symmary of SA redicted Effects Justification for assessment noting:
Baseline Situation Indicator Nature of Effect |ihort |fled | ong Likelihood/certainty of effect occurring
(quantify where |‘erm | ‘erm |'‘erm Geographical scale of effect
possible) -ess |15 Jver 5 Whether temporary or permanent
anl | ears) | ears) Assumptions made
ear) .
Include cumulative effects and
recommendations for mitigation/improvement
L
2
3
4
5
<
5] 6
(@}
n

Summary Appraisal against Social Objectives:
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Chapter 10

Consultation On The Preferred Option(S) And Sustain  ability Appraisal
Report
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10.1

10.2

10.3

Consultation on the Preferred Option(s) and Sust  ainability Report

Assessment of the preferred option(s) will be included as part of a Final SA Report,
along with a detailed account of work carried out during the SA process. This
includes information on findings of the appraisal, how it has influenced development
of the SPD, and why other options were not chosen or considered.

The Final SA Report is a key output of the sustainability appraisal process. This
should reflect and support the SPD and be submitted alongside the Draft SPD for a
six week formal public consultation period.

The place or places in the SA Report where the information required by the SEA

Directive is provided must be sign-posted. This will be achieved using the table
shown in Figure 32.
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Figure 32 : Sign-Posting to Information Required by the SEA Directive

Requirement of the SEA Directive Location in
SA Report

1 An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or programme, and relationship
with other relevant plans and programmes;

2 The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely evolution
thereof without implementation of the plan or programme;

w

The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected;

4 Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan or programme
including, in particular, those relating to any areas of a particular environmental
importance, such as areas designated pursuant to Directives 79/409/EEC and
92/43/EEC;

5 The environmental protection objectives, established at international, Community or
national level, which are relevant to the plan or programme and the way those
objectives and any environmental, considerations have been taken into account during
its preparation;

6 The likely significant effects on the environment, including on issues such as
biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors,
material assets, cultural heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage,
landscape and the interrelationship between the above factors. (Footnote: These
effects should include secondary, cumulative, synergistic, short, medium and long-term
permanent and temporary, positive and negative effects);

7 The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as possible offset any
significant adverse effects on the environment of implementing the plan or programme;

8 An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with, and a description of
how the assessment was undertaken including any difficulties (such as technical
deficiencies or lack of know-how) encountered in compiling the required information;

9 A description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring in accordance with Art.
10;

10 | A non-technical summary of the information provided under the above headings

11 | The report must include the information that may reasonably be required taking into
account current knowledge and methods of assessment, the contents and level of
detail in the plan or programme, its stage in the decision-making process and the
extent to which certain matters are more appropriately assessed at different levels in
that process to avoid duplication of the assessment (Art. 5.2)

12 | Consultation:

Authorities with environmental responsibility, when deciding on the scope and level
of detail of the information which must be included in the environmental report (Art.
5.4)

Authorities with environmental responsibility and the public, shall be given an early
and effective opportunity within appropriate time frames to express their opinion on
the draft plan or programme and the accompanying environmental report before
the adoption of the plan or programme (Art. 6.1, 6.2)

Other EU Member States, where the implementation of the plan or programme is
likely to have significant effects on the environment of that country (Art. 7).

13 | Taking the environmental report and the results of the consultations into
account in decision-making (Art. 8)

14 | Provision of information on the decision:

When the plan or programme is adopted, the public and any countries

Consulted under Art.7 must be informed and the following made available to those so

informed:
The plan or programme as adopted
a statement summarising how environmental considerations have been integrated
into the plan or programme and how the environmental report of Article 5, the
opinions expressed pursuant to Article 6 and the results of Consultations entered
into pursuant to Art. 7 have been taken into account in Accordance with Art. 8, and
the reasons for choosing the plan or programme as adopted, in the light of the
other reasonable alternatives dealt with; and
the measures decided concerning monitoring (Art. 9)

15 | Monitoring of the significant environmental effects of the plan’s or programme’s
implementation (Art. 10)

16 | Quality Assurance: environmental reports should be of a sufficient standard to meet
the requirements of the SEA Directive
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Chapter 11

Monitoring / Implementation
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111

11.2

11.3

Monitoring and Implementation of the SPD

Following adoption, the District Council will issue a summary of how findings of the
full SA process have been taken into account, and how sustainability issues have
been integrated into the SPD. This will also highlight decisions and changes made
as a result of the SA process and responses to consultation.

Monitoring arrangements will also be indicated in the SPD. This will include
methods proposed through the SA Report, which is likely to consist largely of
updating baseline information, assessing effects through indicators and monitoring
achievement (or not) of targets (where set).

Monitoring of the SA allows the actual effects of implementation of the SPD to be
realised. This will allow future predictions to be made more accurately, to help
inform the baseline data for other DPDs and SPDs and update existing data sets.
The structure for monitoring shown in Figure 33 should be used. Cumulative effects
will also be monitored and noted if these have become apparent. Monitoring of the
SA will be included as part of the Annual Monitoring Report prepared for the Local
Development Framework

Figure 33 : Monitoring the Effects of Implementatio n

Objective

Indicator Source Date/ Are there any When should What Status/
Frequency gaps in remedial action | remedial Problems
existing be action encountered
information considered? could be
and how can taken?
this be
resolved?
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Appendix 1 : Relevant plans, programmes and data so  urces
International

EU 6™ Environmental Action Plan September 2002

EU Biodiversity Strategy February 1998

EU Sustainable Development Strategy, May 2001

Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats
(1979)

The World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), Johannesburg
Declaration (2002)

EC Council Directive 79/409/EEC: The Conservation of Wild Birds (1979)

EC Council Directive 92/43/EEC: The Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild
Fauna and Flora (1992)

EC Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and
programmes on the environment, European Union, June 2001

National

Delivering UK Sustainable Development Strategy 'Securing Our Future', UK
Government, March 2005

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990

Regeneration and the Historic Environment (English Heritage 2005)

Rural White Paper: Our Countryside: The Future - A Fair Deal for Rural England
(Defra 2000)

Rural Strategy 2004 (Defra 2004)

State of Nature — Lowlands — Future Landscapes for Wildlife (English Nature 2004)
Sustainable Communities: Building for the Future (ODPM 2003)

Streets for All: A Summary (English Heritage, 2004)

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981, as amended)

Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000

Our Countryside : The Future — A Fair Deal for Rural England (Defra)

Working with the Grain of Nature — A Biodiversity Strategy For England (Defra
2002)

Planning Policy Statement 1: Delivering Sustainable Development

Planning Policy Statement 7: Sustainable Development in Rural Areas

Planning Policy Statement 9:Biodiversity and Geological Conservation

Planning Policy Guidance 3: Housing (ODPM 2000)

Planning Policy Guidance 8: Telecommunications (ODPM 1996)

Planning Policy Guidance 15: Planning and the Historic Environment (DoE 1994)
Planning Policy Guidance 16: Archaeology and Planning (DoE 1993)

Planning Policy Guidance 17: Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation
(ODPM 2002)

PPG247??

PPS23 Planning and Pollution Control, ODPM, 2004

Good Practice Guide on Planning for Tourism, Department for Communities and
Local Government, May 2006

Sustainable Communities : Buildings for the Future (February 2003)

Living Places: Cleaner, Safer, Greener, ODPM 2002

Accessible Natural Green Space Standards, English Nature 1995

English Heritage Regional Plans
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National Biodiversity Action Plan (UK Biodiversity Action Plan Steering Group 1994)
Making Design Policy Work: How to deliver good design through the LDF (CABE,
2005)

Conservation (Natural Habitats&c) Regulations 1994, DETR, 1994

Sustainable Communities: People, Places and Prosperity - Neighbourhood
Renewal, ODPM, Jan 2005

Tranquil Areas — Council for the Protection of Rural England

Regional

East Midlands Green Infrastructure Phase 1 September 2005 Scoping Report
Putting Wildlife back on the Map — East Midlands Biodiversity Strategy (Draft)
East Midlands Regional Environmental Strategy

Regional Spatial Strategy for the East Midlands (RSS8) March 2005

East Midlands Rural Delivery Framework

Space4trees, Forestry Commission

Space for Nature, Woodland Trust

County

Derbyshire Lowland Biodiversity Action Plan

Derby and Derbyshire Joint Structure Plan Approved 2001
Derbyshire County Council Landscape Character Assessment
Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site Management Plan
Woodland and Tree Management Guidelines

District

Derbyshire Dales & High Peak Local Strategic Partnership Community Strategy
2006-2009

Derbyshire Dales Local Plan Adopted November 2005

Derbyshire Dales District Council Landscape Strategy 2005 -2010

Promoting the Dales Strategy 2004-2009 Derbyshire Dales District Council
Derbyshire Dales District Council Conversion of Farm Buildings Guidance SPD
(2005)

70



Appendix 2 : Stage Al - Identifying Other Plans, Pr

Title of Plan,
Programme or

Document

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the
Landscape Character and Design SPD and
Sustainability Appraisal

Key Targets
and
Indicators

ogrammes and Sustainability Objectives

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability
Appraisal

International

The Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Develop

ment, 2002

The Johannesburg
Declaration on
Sustainable
Development, 2002

Reaffirmation of international commitment to
Sustainable Development and 10 year
framework of action:

Reverse trend in loss of natural
resources

Urgently and substantially increase
(global) share of renewable energy

Significantly reduce loss of biodiversity by
2010

Significantly
reduce loss
of
biodiversity
by 2010

Protection and enhancement of
opportunities for biodiversity

Ensure that this is expressed in the
SPD

Avoidance of the loss of important
sites and habitats.

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.

The Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fa

una and Flora

Directive (92/43/EEC), European Union

, May 1992

The Conservation of
Natural Habitats and
of Wild Fauna and
Flora Directive
(92/43/EEC)

The aim of this Directive shall be to contribute
towards ensuring bio-diversity through the
conservation of natural habitats and of wild
flora and fauna.

Measures should maintain and restore, to a
favourable conservation status, natural
habitats and species of wild flora and fauna,
accounting for socio-economic and cultural
requirements and local characteristics

To
contribute to
the
maintenance
of ecological
development
of special
areas of
conservation
relevant to
Derbyshire
Dales

SPD has a significant role to play in
the protection and management of
biodiversity and areas of significant
habitat and ecological importance.

The SPD can also consider their
role in achieving these objectives in
line with wider requirements.

Ensure that this is expressed in the
SPD

Encourage development to avoid
areas of particular importance.
Plans must address this as a high
priority and will need to be reflected
through an overall biodiversity
objective.

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.

Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the Conservation of

Wild Birds, European Union, 1979
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Title of Plan,

Programme or
Document

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the
Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets
and
Indicators

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability
Appraisal

Council Directive
79/409/EEC on the
Conservation of
Wild Birds

Sustainability Appraisal

Relates to the conservation of all species of
naturally occurring wild birds in the Member
States to which the Directive applies,
including their protection, management and
control

None

Implications will need to be reflected
within the overall SPD objectives

Will need to be reflected through an
overall biodiversity objective

EC Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the ef

fects of certain plans and pro

rammes on the enviro

nment, European Union, June 2001

EC Directive To provide for a high level of protection of the | N/A The SPD must be subject to a SA must satisfy the minimum
2001/42/EC on the environment and to contribute to the sustainability appraisal, environmental requirements of the
assessment of the integration of environmental considerations incorporating strategic SEA Directive. Will provide a
effects of certain into the preparation and adoption of plans environmental assessment transparent overview of the likely
plans and and programmes, with a view to promoting environmental (plus
programmes on the | sustainable development social/economic implications of the
environment relevant plan’s implementation as
an important decision making tool

EU Biodiversity Strategy 1998
EU Biodiversity This strategy aims to anticipate, prevent and N/A ]:I'he Strategy 'i organlseg a_ro# nd Reflect the key objective in the SA
Strategy 1998 attack the causes of significant reduction or our strategic themes and eight Framework and objectives and

loss of biodiversity at the source. This will policy areas. There are also four appraisal criteria

help both to reverse present tren'ds in thematic Action P!ans developed for .

e . X . each of the following themes:

biodiversity decline and to place species and

ecosystems, including agro-ecosystems, at a Conservation of Natural Resources

satisfactory conservation status. Agriculture

Fisheries
Economic Cooperation

European Strategy on Sustainable Development
European Strategy The EU’s Sustainable Development Strategy | No identified | Seeks to ensure a better quality of Ensure that this is expressed in the
on Sustainable aims, for a more prosperous, cleaner and targets (any | life for present and future SPD
Development fairer Europe. Sustainable Development is an | targets or generations and to promote

overarching concept. The EU Treaty requires | indicators strategies which allow for sustained

the integration of sustainable development should be economic growth which support

into all European policies, so they are translated social progress and respect the
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Title of Plan,
Programme or
Document

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the

Landscape Character and Design SPD and
Sustainability Appraisal

designed in a balanced and mutually
reinforcing way to meet economic,
environmental and social objectives.

Key Targets
and
Indicators
into national
legislation or
guidance)

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

local environment.
Reflect the key objective in the SA

Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.

Implications for Sustainability
Appraisal

Environment 2010: Our Future, Our Choice (The Sixth

Environment

Action Programme of the EC), European

Commu

nities, 2001

Environment 2010:
Our Future, Our
Choice (The Sixth
Environment Action
Programme of the
EC

Achieving sustainable development.
Document sets out 5 key methods (incl.
making better use of land and putting the
environment at the heart of policy making)
and 4 priorities for action (incl. tackling
climate change and protecting nature and
wildlife).

On a general level the SPD should
address the European priorities for
achieving sustainable development

The document is a general
statement of the European priorities
for achieving sustainable
development - all these principles
should be reflected in the SA.

Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wil

dlife and Natural Habitats (1979)

Bern Convention on
the Conservation of
European Wildlife
and Natural Habitats
(1979)

The objectives of the Convention are to
"conserve wild flora and fauna in their natural
habitats," to promote cooperation between
countries in their conservation efforts and to
give "particular emphasis to endangered or
vulnerable species, including endangered
and vulnerable migratory species

On a general level the SPD should
address the European priorities for
achieving sustainable development

The document is a general
statement of the European priorities
for achieving sustainable
development - all these principles
should be reflected in the SA.

National

PPS1 Delivering Sustainable Development, ODPM, Febr

uary 2005

PPS1

Development plans should ensure that
sustainable development is pursued in an
integrated manner in line with the principles
outlined in the UK Strategy. It identifies the

Sustainable Development principles
will underpin the development and
production of the Community
Strategy.

Relates to the overall concept of
sustainable development which will
clearly be the basis for the SA
objectives
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Title of Plan,
Programme or

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the

Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets
and

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability
Appraisal

Document

Sustainability Appraisal

protection and enhancement of the natural
and historic environment and the character of
the countryside and ensuring a high quality
design as elements which will facilitate and
promote sustainable patterns of urban and
rural development

Indicators

PPS1

Good Design is indivisible from good
planning. Planning policies should promote
high quality inclusive design in the layout of
new developments and individual buildings in
term of function and impact. Inferior design
should be rejected.

Good design is an important aspect
of sustainable development and
should be addressed in the SPD

Design is an important
consideration in planning for more
sustainable forms of development.
As a concept, it will need to be
reflected within the SA objectives

PPG3 Housing, ODPM, March 2000

PPG3 Housing To promote more sustainable forms of N/A Will seek to promote more These are all key elements for
development, seek to reduce car dependency sustainable forms of development. sustainability which should be
and make better use of previously developed reflected in the individual SA
land. objectives.
Para 2 Promote good design in new developments in | N/A Implications for design policies Design is an important
order to create attractive, high-quality living Good design is an important aspect | consideration in planning for more
environments. of sustainable development and sustainable forms of development.
should be addressed in the SPD As a concept, it will need to be
reflected within the SA objectives
PPS7 Sustainable Development in Rural Areas, ODPM, 2004
PPS7 Sustainable Sets out the Government’s objectives to N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA

Development in
Rural Areas

maintain or enhance the character of the
countryside and conserve its natural
resources including safeguarding the
distinctiveness of it landscape, its beauty, the
diversity of its wildlife, the quality of rural
towns and villages, its historic and

SPD

Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.
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Title of Plan,
Programme or

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the

Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets

and

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability

Appraisal

Document

Sustainability Appraisal
archaeological interest and best agricultural
land.

It recommends the use of the Landscape
Character approach to identifying the unique
characteristics of different areas of
countryside

Indicators

PPS7 Sustainable Policies in LDDs should facilitate and N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA
Development in promote sustainable patterns of development. SPD Framework and objectives and
Rural Areas Policies should sustain, enhance and where appraisal criteria.

appropriate, revitalise country towns and

villages and for strong, diverse, economic

Para 2 activity, whilst maintaining local character and
a high quality environment

Para 6.. Promote good design in new developments in | N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA
order to create attractive, high-quality living SPD Framework and objectives and
environments appraisal criteria.

Para 6. Support mixed and multi-purpose uses that N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA
maintain community viability. SPD Framework and objectives and

appraisal criteria.

Para 13 Local authorities should prepare policies and | N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA
guidance that encourage good quality design SPD Framework and objectives and
throughout their rural areas. appraisal criteria.

Para 14 Policies should seek to maintain or enhance N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA

these values, enabling the countryside to
remain an important natural resource,
contribute to national and regional prosperity
and be enjoyed by all.

SPD

Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.
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Title of Plan,

Programme or
Document

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the
Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets
and
Indicators

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability
Appraisal

Sustainability Appraisal

Para 17 Support the re-use of appropriately located N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA
and suitably constructed existing buildings in SPD Framework and objectives and
the countryside that meet sustainable appraisal criteria.
development objectives. Planning Authorities
should set out in LDDs the policy criteria for
permitting conversion and re-use of buildings
in the countryside for economic, residential
and other purposes.

Para 28 Local Authorities should seek to use areas of | N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA
poorer quality land grades in preference to SPD Framework and objectives and
that of higher, except where this is appraisal criteria.
inconsistent with other sustainability
considerations.

Para 29 Local Authorities may wish to include policies | N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA
to protect best and most versatile agricultural SPD Framework and objectives and
land appraisal criteria.

Para 33 The sustainable management of existing N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA
woods and forests, and a steady expansion SPD Framework and objectives and
of the woodland area to provide more appraisal criteria.
benefits for society and the environment.

PPG8 — Telecommunications, DLTR, August 2001

PPGS8 - To facilitate the growth of new and existing N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | While these are detailed issues,

Telecommunications

telecommunication systems while minimizing
environmental impact. LPAs and operators
should work together to find the optimim
environmental and network solutions. Mast
and site sharing is encouraged.

SPD

they relate to higher level
sustainability objectives, namely the
creation of attractive environments
where adverse impact is minimized.
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Title of Plan,

Programme or

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the
Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets
and
Indicators

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability
Appraisal

Document

Para 16

Sustainability Appraisal

High priority given to the need to safeguard
areas of particular environmental importance

Ensure that this is expressed in the
SPD

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.

PPS9 Biodiversity and

Geological Conservation, ODPM |, August 2005

PPS9 Biodiversity
and Geological
Conservation

Sets out the Government’s objectives for
nature conservation and framework for
safeguarding natural heritage.

Emphasis the importance of both designated
and undesignated sites for nature
conservation.

Advises of the treatment of nature
conservation issues in development plans.

Ensure policies and decisions integrate
biodiversity and geological diversity with other
considerations; aim to conserve, enhance
and restore natural habitats, ecosystems and
species; and contribute towards rural renewal
& urban renaissance.

Policies and plans should seek to maintain,
enhance and add to the biodiversity
conservation interests. Developments that
conserve or enhance biodiversity and
geological interests should be considered
favourably.

N/A

The need to conserve and enhance
biodiversity and geological diversity
should be reflected in the overall SA
objectives.

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.

Para 5

LDFs should identify any areas for the
restoration or creation of new priority habitats
which contribute to regional targets, and
support this restoration through appropriate
policies

Regional
targets

The need to conserve and enhance
biodiversity and geological diversity
should be reflected in the overall SA
objectives.

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.
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Title of Plan,
Programme or

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the

Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets
and

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability
Appraisal

Document

Sustainability Appraisal

Indicators

Para 6 Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Monitor their | The need to conserve and enhance | Reflect the key objective in the SA
Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and Ramsar | status biodiversity and geological diversity | Framework and objectives and
sites are international designations that should be reflected in the overall SA | appraisal criteria.
should be protected objectives.

Para 7 SSSis should be given a high degree of N/A The need to conserve and enhance | Reflect the key objective in the SA
protection through appropriate policies biodiversity and geological diversity | Framework and objectives and

should be reflected in the overall SA | appraisal criteria.
objectives.

Para 9 Local and Regional sites. Criteria based N/A The need to conserve and enhance | Reflect the key objective in the SA
policies should be established in LDDs biodiversity and geological diversity | Framework and objectives and
against which proposals will be judged. The should be reflected in the overall SA | appraisal criteria.
policies should be distinguished from those objectives.
applied to nationally important sites.

Para 10 Areas of ancient woodland that don’t have N/A The need to conserve and enhance | Reflect the key objective in the SA
statutory protection (ie as a SSSI) should be biodiversity and geological diversity | Framework and objectives and
identified. should be reflected in the overall SA | appraisal criteria.

objectives.
Para 11 Policies in plans should conserve important N/A The need to conserve and enhance | Reflect the key objective in the SA

natural habitat types identified in the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000
section 74 list as being of principal
importance and identify opportunities to
enhance them.

biodiversity and geological diversity
should be reflected in the overall SA
objectives.

Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.
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Title of Plan,

Programme or
Document

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the
Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets
and
Indicators

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability
Appraisal

Sustainability Appraisal

Para 12 Networks of natural habitats should be Identify The need to conserve and enhance | Reflect the key objective in the SA
maintained by avoiding or repairing the habitats and | biodiversity and geological diversity | Framework and objectives and
fragmentation of natural habitats through links should be reflected in the overall SA | appraisal criteria.
policies in plans. This can be done as part of | between objectives.

a wider strategy for the protection and them
extension of open space and access routes.

Para 13 Where brownfield sites have significant N/A The need to conserve and enhance | Reflect the key objective in the SA
biodiversity or geological interest of biodiversity and geological diversity | Framework and objectives and
recognised local importance this interest should be reflected in the overall SA | appraisal criteria.
should be retained or incorporated. objectives.

PPG15 — Planning and the Historic Environment, DoE, September 1994

PPG15 — Planning The protection of the historic environment, N/A Requirement for policies to protect Protect the historic environment,

and the Historic whether individual listed buildings, the historic environment Conserve whether individual listed buildings,

Environment conservation areas, historic parks and and where possible enhance the conservation areas, and historic
gardens will need to be taken into account in cultural and historic heritage of the parks and gardens The issue of
the formulation of policy and in development District. cultural heritage is a key topic area
control decisions. It is fundamental to the for SEA and this key objective must
Government's environmental stewardship therefore form part of the overall
policies that there is effective protection of the sustainability objectives for
historic environment. The physical survivals integrated SA / SEA.
of our past should be valued / protected for
their own sake as part of our cultural heritage.

PPG16 — Archaeology and Planning

PPG16 — Archaeological remains are a finite and non- N/A Proper consideration should be Our historic and cultural heritage is

Archaeology and
Planning Para.6

renewable resource. Appropriate
management is required to ensure they
survive in good condition.

given for the preservation of our
heritage artefacts.

Ensure the District's and England’s
heritage is protected form harm as it

an important aspect of sustainability
and must be recognized within the
appraisal process.
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Title of Plan,

Programme or

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the
Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets
and

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability
Appraisal

Document

Sustainability Appraisal

Indicators

forms part of the District’s identity.

Para.8

Where nationally important archaeological
remains and their settings are affected by
proposed development, there should be a
presumption in favour of their physical
preservation.

N/A

Requirement for policies for the
protection, enhancement, and
preservation of sites of
archaeological interest and their
settings.

Our historic and cultural heritage is
an important aspect of sustainability
and must be recognized within the
appraisal process.

PPG17 — Planning for

Open Space, Sport and Recreati

on and its companion guide

(Assessing Needs and Opp

ortunities) ODPM, 2002

PPG17 — Planning To develop well designed and implemented N/A Should be underpinned by robust Access to open space and
for Open Space, planning policies for open space, sport and assessment of need for open space | opportunities for recreation are
Sport and recreation in order to meet the wider and recreation (based on important issues in providing for
Recreation and its objectives of an urban renaissance, social methodology set out in companion local needs and offering
companion guide inclusion and community cohesion, health guide) opportunities for healthy exercise.
(Assessing Needs and wellbeing and sustainable development. These should be reflected in the SA
and Opportunities) objectives.
PPG17 — Planning Local networks of high quality open spaces, N/A Requirement for local authorities to | Strategy should seek to maintain an
for open space, sports and recreational facilities assess both quantitatively and adequate supply of open space and
sport and recreation Well planned and maintained open spaces qualitatingy the needs and recreational facilities.
and good quality sports and recreational opportunities fqr open space, sport
L and recreation in their areas.
facilities
Para.6 Open space standards should be set at local | N/A Strategic aim of development plan Promotion of social inclusion and
level policy to ensure well planned and community cohesion
maintained open spaces and
recreational facilities in local
authority area
Para.11 High quality open space and recreational N/A Requirement for local authorities to | Open space standards should

facilities should be recognised and protected

set own open space standards
depending on local circumstances

reflect local circumstances.
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Title of Plan,

Programme or

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the
Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets
and
Indicators

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability
Appraisal

Document

Sustainability Appraisal

Para.13 New land for open space and recreation N/A Policy to protect high quality open Protect high quality open spaces
should be at least as accessible and spaces and recreational facilities and recreational facilities.
equivalent in size, usefulness, attractiveness
and quality as existing facilities

Para.18 Enhancing existing open space and N/A Policy requirement to ensure Reflect the key objective in the SA
recreational facilities by: « Promoting provision of new open space and Framework and objectives and
compatibility of open spaces and recreational recreational facilities is at least as appraisal criteria.
facilities with adjoining land uses. ¢ accessible and equivalent in size,

Encourage better accessibility of existing usefulness, attractiveness and
open spaces and recreational facilities taking quality as existing facilities
account of mobility needs. « Promote better
use of facilities by using design to reduce
crime.
Para.20 In identifying new areas of open space, N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA

sports and recreation, local authorities
should: « Promote accessibility by walking,
cycling and public transport sLocate more
intensive uses in town centres where they
can contribute to vitality and viability « Avoid
loss of amenity to neighbours, neighbouring
uses and biodiversity « Improve quality of the
public realm through better design ¢ Look to
provide open space in commercial and
industrial areas * Add to and enhance existing
facilities « Consider security and personal
safety « Utilise Brownfield sites in preference
to Greenfield « Consider using surplus land
for open space, sport and recreation ¢ Assess
impact of facilities on social inclusion »
Consider needs of tourists and visitors

SPD

Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.
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PPS23 Planning and Pollution Control, ODPM, 2004

PPS23 Planning To ensure the sustainable and efficient use of | N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA

and Pollution land, encouraging the remediation of existing SPD Framework and objectives and

Control contaminated land and minimising the appraisal criteria.
adverse effects of polluting uses.

Para 16 Urban and rural regeneration and the N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA
redevelopment of previously developed sites SPD Framework and objectives and
are key priorities. A balanced approach is appraisal criteria.
required addressing the risk of pollution whilst
recognising the benefits of recycling land and
the damage to community and business
caused by failing to remediate contaminated
land.

Appendix A The following matters should be considered N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA

in the preparation of development plan
documents: « The possible impact of
potentially polluting development on land use,
including effects on health, the natural
environment or general amenity; « The need
to identify land, or establish criteria, for the
acceptable location of potentially polluting
developments and the availability of
alternative sites; » The need to separate
necessary but potentially polluting and other
land uses (recognising the potential conflict
with sustainable development over mixed-use
developments) so as to reduce conflicts; and,
 The need to limit and, where possible,
reduce the adverse impact of light pollution,
for example on local amenity, rural tranquillity
and nature conservation.

SPD

Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.
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Title of Plan,
Programme or

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the

Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets
and

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability
Appraisal

Document

Sustainability Appraisal

Indicators

Rural Strategy 2004, DEFRA 2004

Rural Strategy 2004

There are three priorities that the
Government considers to be essential to the
deliverance of rural policy. These are: 1 —
Economic and social regeneration to support
enterprise and reduce disparities through
addressing areas of need; 2 — Social justice
for all to tackle social exclusion through
providing fair access to services and
opportunities for all; 3 — Enhancing the value
of the countryside through protecting the
natural environment in a sustainable manner.

N/A

Public policies, programmes and
instruments must apply effectively
and equitably in rural areas, with a
focus on raising levels of social
inclusion. In addition social and
economic strategies must be
consistent with the aim of protecting
and enhancing the natural heritage.

Sustainability Appraisal must try to
ensure that development strategies
are clear in their policy and effective
in their deliverance having
considered all the factors involved
in rural issues.

Making Design Policy

Work How to Deliver Good Desig

n through the LDF, CABE,

2005

Making Design
Policy Work: How to
deliver good design
through the LDF
(CABE, 2005)

Planning should ensure that good design is
made a priority, promoted to ensure that
places feel, function and relate to each other.
PPS12: “Good design, including the
consideration of access issues, is crucial to
the delivery of sustainable development.”

Embed design concerns across the new LDF
policy hierarchy and beyond to the
community strategy

Base design policies on an in-depth
understanding of local context and design
processes

N/A

N/A

N/A

Ensure that this is expressed in the
SPD

The LDF should recognise the
intrinsic links between design
policies and community aspirations
at the outset.

PPS1 states that design policies
should be based on an
understanding and evaluation of an
areas defining characteristics and
needs.

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.

Design plays an important role for
social, economic and environmental
interaction and integration.

Appraisal must ensure that site-
specific proposal design is made for
a site, just as policy is written for
areas and be represented from the
outset.
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Title of Plan,
Programme or

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the
Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets

and

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability

Appraisal

Document

Sustainability Appraisal

Indicators

Conservation (Natural

Habitats&c) Regulations 1994, DETR, 1994

Conservation
(Natural Habitats &
¢) Regulations 1994,
DETR, 1994

Statutory bodies must use their powers to
secure the requirements of the Habitats &
Birds Directives in relation to SACs and
SPAs. Any plans / projects which
significantly affect a site must be subject to
an Appropriate Assessment

N/A

Implications of the nature
conservation designations within the
District will need to be reflected
within the overall SPD objectives

Will need to be reflected through an
overall biodiversity objective

Sustainable Communi

ties: Homes for All -Quality Des

ign and Construction, ODPM, January 2005

Sustainable To encourage more sustainable, high quality | N/A Encourage high quality design and Sustainable buildings are more
Communities: design and construction. To promote more construction of the District's energy efficient, may involve the
Homes for All - sustainable buildings that will use less water buildings and homes. use of fewer (or recycled) resources
Quality Design and and energy. and may be more water efficient.
Construction These are all key sustainability
issues which need to be reflected in
the overall objectives of the
appraisal process.
Biodiversity - the UK Action Plan, UK Government, J  anuary 1994
Biodiversity - the UK | To conserve and enhance biological diversity | N/A Conserve and enhance the District’s | Biodiversity is a key issue for SEA
Action Plan within the UK and to contribute to the biodiversity. and hence for sustainability
conservation of global biodiversity through all appraisal.
appropriate mechanisms.
Wildlife & Countryside Act (as amended), UK Governm  ent, 1991
Wildlife & Principal legislative mechanism for the | N/A Conserve and enhance the District’s | Biodiversity is a key issue for SEA
Countryside Act (as | protection of wildife in Great Britain. Deals in wildlife. and hence for sustainability
amended), particular with the protection of wildlife and appraisal.

the protection of designated areas.

Delivering UK Sustain

able Development Strategy 'Sec

uring Our Future', UK Government, March 2005
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Title of Plan, Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the Key Targets Implications for Landscape Implications for Sustainability
Programme or Landscape Character and Design SPD and and Character and Design SPD Appraisal
Document Sustainability Appraisal Indicators
Delivering UK Sustainable Consumption and Production - N/A Sustainable consumption and Achieving the sustainable
Sustainable Achieving more with less. Looks at impacts of production of our resources is a consumption and production of our
Development products and materials across their whole high level strategic objective. resources, products and materials
Strategy 'Securing lifecycle, reducing inefficient use of and addressing the inefficiencies
Our Future' resources, breaking the link between will need to be reflected within the
economic growth and environmental overall objectives of the SA.
degradation.
Natural Resource Protection & Environmental | N/A The Local Planning Authority Area Environmental enhancement and
Enhancement - Are vital to our existence. We has a number of designated natural | natural resource protection are key
need a better understanding of environmental environments of national and aspects of sustainability and should
limits, environmental enhancement, international importance. These be reflected in the overall SA
environmental recovery and a more environments need to be protected | objectives.
integrated policy framework. and enhanced.
Sustainable Communities - Give communities | N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Creating sustainable communities is

more power & say in the decisions that affect
them. Work in partnerships to get things
done. Tackle poverty and environmental
degradation.

SPD

a key principle of sustainable
development and needs to be
reflected in the overall SA
objectives.

Sustainable Communi

ties: People, Places and Prosper

ity - Neighbourhood Renewal, ODPM, Jan 2005

Sustainable
Communities:
People, Places and
Prosperity -
Neighbourhood
Renewal

Neighbourhood Renewal - to revitalise local
economies, improve housing and the local
environment and improve the performance of
public services.

N/A

A whole package of measures and
an overall policy will be needed to
ensure where appropriate the
regeneration renaissance of the
District. This will need to reflected in
the SPD

These principles relate to the more
efficient use of land, the provision of
high quality decent homes and the
adequate public services, all of
which are important issues for
sustainability.

Sustainable Communi

ties Plan, ODPM, Feb 2003
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Title of Plan,

Programme or

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the
Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets
and

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability
Appraisal

Document

Sustainable
Communities Plan

Sustainability Appraisal

The main objective is to create sustainable
communities which involves ensuring there
are enough decent homes, access to jobs

and services, that the local environment is

protected and enhanced, crime is reduced

and there is better health and education.

Indicators
N/A

Policies to ensure housing(including
affordable housing) is delivered and
regeneration and renaissance is
bought about in the District.

Ensuring that everyone has a
decent home in which to live in a
high quality environment is a key
sustainability issue and needs to be
reflected in the overall sustainability
objectives of the SA.

By Design: Urban Design in the Planning System - To

wards Better

Practice, DETR/CABE, May 2000

By Design: Urban Provides a companion guide to the PPG N/A Good quality design should be | Good quality design is key to

Design in the series and provides guidance on how to addressed in the SPD. preserving townscape quality and

Planning System - deliver better quality urban design through securing a high quality living

Towards Better the planning system. environment. These issues need to

Practice be reflected in the sustainability
objectives.

Sustainable Communities: Homes for All -Lifetime Ho mes, ODPM, January 2005

Sustainable To ensure that housing is designed to enable | N/A Good quality design should be | Good quality design is key to

Communities: people to remain in their homes throughout addressed in the SPD. preserving townscape quality and

Homes for All - their lives. securing a high quality living

Lifetime Homes environment. These issues need to
be reflected in the sustainability
objectives.

Sustainable Communities: People, Places and Prosper ity, ODPM, 2005

Sustainable To ensure that everyone has a share in the N/A These issues relate to quality of life | The SPD will need to reflect this

Communities:
People, Places and
Prosperity

nation's prosperity and a pleasant, safe and
green place to live with excellent local
services.

and economic needs which both
have key roles to play in
contributing towards sustainability.

objective as part of the overall
vision.
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Good Practice Guide on Planning for Tourism, Depart

O I' ..- O PRaoale a O O
andscape aracter and Desig PD anad
alinap Appraisa

ment for Communities and Local Government, May 2006

Appraisa

Good Practice
Guide on Planning
for Tourism,
Department for
Communities and
Local Government

The planning system has a vital role to play in
terms of facilitating the development and
improvement of tourism in appropriate
locations and in a sustainable way. It provide
advice with the development of devising
tourism policies both within the urban and
rural areas.

The guide addresses the promotion of more
sustainable transport but recognizes this may
be particularly difficult for some types of
tourism development in areas that are poorly
served by public transport, and that some
development are car dependent.

It acknowledges that tourism can bring broad
benefits as the focus of regeneration in urban
and rural areas. It can make a significant
social and economic contribution, bring
derelict land and buildings back into use, and
effectively utilize historic buildings,
archaeological sites and rural landscapes. It
can be the mainstay of local economies and
provide valuable benefits for local
communities with the provision of jobs and
facilities.

N/A

The SPD will need to address the
issues associated with tourism and
the economy with environmental
considerations

This also related to the need to
balance development needs with
environmental considerations — a
key sustainability issues.

Tranquil Areas — Cam

paign for the Protection of Rur  al England

Tranquil Areas —
Campaign for the
Protection of Rural
England

The Campaign for the Protection of Rural
England (CPRE) defines areas of tranquillity
as ‘“places sufficiently far away from the
visual or noise intrusion of development or
traffic to be considered unspoiled by urban
influences”

Maps have been prepared identifying areas

N/A

Ensure that this is expressed in the
SPD

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.
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Title of Plan, Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the Key Targets Implications for Landscape Implications for Sustainability
Programme or Landscape Character and Design SPD and and Character and Design SPD Appraisal

Document Sustainability Appraisal Indicators

considered to be tranquil, semi tranquil,
vulnerable and less vulnerable based on a
set of criteria determined by distances from
various disturbing factors. The Derbyshire
Dales District is one of the most tranquil in
the country.

Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000

Countryside and Enhanced protection for SSSIs and support | N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA
Rights of Way Act for their management. Supports access to SPD Framework and objectives and
2000 open land and puts a duty on public bodies to appraisal criteria.

contribute to the conservation of priority
habitats and species
Regeneration and the Historic Environment (English Heritage 2005)

Regeneration and Regeneratl_o_n_ne_e(_:is_ to be done with N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA
the Historic equal sensitivity if it is to create better SPD Framework and objectives and
Environment places and stronger communities. appraisal criteria.

(English Heritage Understanding how places change, and

2005) recognising the significance of their

history, is the key to successful and
sustainable regeneration.

Regeneration is a rural as well as an
urban imperative. Although the end
result may look very different from urban
regeneration, rural development — the
revitalisation of rural communities,
landscapes and buildings — is necessary
to address pockets of social exclusion or
to adjust to structural changes in
agriculture and the rural economy.
Sensitive re-use or promotion of the
historic environment can help address
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Title of Plan,

Programme or
Document

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the
Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets
and
Indicators

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability
Appraisal

Sustainability Appraisal
these issues.

Streets for All: A Su

mmary (English Heritage, 2004)

Streets for All: A
Summary (English
Heritage, 2004)

This manual offers guidance on the way
in which our streets and public open
spaces are managed.

N/A

Ensure that this is expressed in the
SPD

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.

State of Nature — Low

lands — Future Landscapes for ~ Wildlife (Engli

sh Nature 2004

State of Nature —
Lowlands — Future
Landscapes for
Wildlife (English
Nature 2004)

This report describes the state of nature in
lowland England, and examines how a variety
of pressures impact upon habitats and
species. It identifies conservation successes
achieved through positive action, and
stresses the importance of working in
partnership. It demonstrates that a
landscape-scale approach to nature
conservation is essential, but can only be
delivered by involving people more actively,
through integrating policies more effectively,
and through successful partnership at
regional and local levels.

N/A

Ensure that this is expressed in the
SPD

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.

Working with the Grain of Nature — A Biodiversity S

trategy For England (Defra 2002)

Working with the
Grain of Nature — A
Biodiversity Strategy
For England (Defra
2002)

The Strategy builds on the foundations
already laid in conserving habitats by
ensuring that the implications for
biodiversity as a whole are considered as
an integral part of other key policies, such
as for agriculture, water, woodlands,
urban areas and the marine and coastal
environment, and in every part of
people's lives.

Provides
wide ranging
targets,
objectives

Ensure that this is expressed in the
SPD

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.
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Title of Plan,
Programme or

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the
Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets
and

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability

Appraisal

Document
Regional

Sustainability Appraisal

Indicators

Integrated Regional Strategy (Adopted 2000)

Integrated Regional
Strategy (Adopted
2000)

The IRS’s environmental objective is to
protect, improve and manage the rich
diversity of the natural and built
environmental and archaeological assets if
the region. A key issue is to halt and reverse
the decline in the region’s characteristic
biodiversity. The IRS priority is to conserve
and enhance the natural environment by
tackling the biodiversity deficit and enhancing
the environmental infrastructure

N/A

Ensure that this is expressed in the
SPD

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.

Putting Wildlife back on the Map — East Midlands Bi

odiversity Strat

egy, May 2006

Putting Wildlife back
on the Map — East
Midlands
Biodiversity Strategy

This strategy identifies the main issues
Affecting the region’s wildlife and outline
opportunities and activities that will ensure its
protection and enhancement, whilst
increasing people’s enjoyment and
understanding of biodiversity. It also
illustrates the importance of knowing how well
wildlife is doing.

N/A

Ensure that this is expressed in the
SPD

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.

East Midlands Region

al Environmental Strategy : obj

ectives and policies for the East Midlands Environm

ent

East Midlands
Regional
Environment
Strategy (Part 1)

This Regional Environment Strategy sets out
policy statements for the key components of
the region’s environment. It aims to highlight
the issues that need to be addressed, and
proposes objectives and policies and
indicators, targets and actions for the region’s
environment. It is intended to help guide other
strategies in the region, as well as hopefully

N/A

providing a useful guide for local plans and

Ensure that this is expressed in the
SPD

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.
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Title of Plan,
Programme or

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the

Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets

and

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability
Appraisal

Document

Sustainability Appraisal
strategies.

The Environment Strategy sets out clear
objectives / targets on the historic
environment, biodiversity natural heritage
and landscape

Indicators

East Midlands Region

al Environment Strategy : actio

ns for the East Midlands

East Midlands N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA
Regional SPD Framework and objectives and
Environment appraisal criteria.
Strategy (Part 2)
Regional Spatial Strategy for the East Midlands (RSS8) March 2005
Regional Spatial RSS8 provides a rationale for the protection N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA
Strategy for the East | and promotion of biodiversity through the SPD Framework and objectives and
Midlands (RSS8) planning process. Key policies include Policy appraisal criteria.
March 2005 27 Protecting and enhancing the regions

natural and cultural assets — defines the

requirement for sustainable development to

integrate natural assets and sets standards

for protecting key assets including the need

to ensure a net gain across the region. Policy

28 — Priorities for enhancing the regions

biodiversity promotes the need to achieve a

major step change increase in the regions

biodiversity and defines some spatial

priorities at a sub regional scale. Other

important policies include Policy 29 (a

regional target for increasing woodland cover)

and Policy 34 (regional priorities for Strategic

River Corridors).
Spaced4trees, Forestry Commission
Spacedtrees The regional office of the Forestry N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA

Commission has prepared a draft Regional

Framework and objectives and
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Title of Plan,

Programme or
Document

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the
Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets

and

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Indicators

Implications for Sustainability
Appraisal

Sustainability Appraisal

Forestry Framework for the East Midlands. It
focuses attention and action across the
region in order to

Achieve the most benefit form its trees
and woodlands

Ensure investment in a healthy,
sustainable woodlands heritage

Its sets key objectives in the following areas:
Trees and our quality of life
Trees and the environment
Trees and the economy

SPD

appraisal criteria.

Space for Nature

Space for Nature,
Woodland Trust

The mission of the Woodland Trust is to
conserve, restore and establish woodland in
the UK. “Space for Nature” is the Trust’s
thoughts on the development of landscape-
scale action for woodland biodiversity. The
study takes a holistic approach recognising
that woodland reserves need to be part of
ecologically functional landscapes that are
not only sympathetic to wildlife but also
contribute towards the needs of society and
add to the quality of life.

N/A

The for habitat creation to buffer
and extend semi-natural habitats in
order to increase their core area
and thus their ecological resilience

Major and local concentration of
ancient woodland are identified and
targets established with goals set to
achieve a vision of 30% semi
natural woodland cover and a
further 30% semi-natural cover in
the area concerned

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.

East Midlands Rural Delivery Framework (GOEM)

East Midlands Rural
Delivery Framework
(GOEM)

This framework identifies and highlights the
region’s rural priorities and how these will be
addressed, which includes improving the
qualities of the region’s green areas and
seeks to Reinforce and enhance landscape
character and local distinctiveness.

Ensure that this is expressed in the
SPD

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.
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alinap Appraisa

East Midlands Green Infrastructure Phase 1 Septembe

r 2005 Scoping Report

Appraisa

East Midlands
Green Infrastructure
Phase 1 September
2005 Scoping

Green Infrastructure is a priority for the
East Midlands, and is central to the
integrated pursuit of sustainable
development objectives. It is concerned

N/A

Ensure that this is expressed in the
SPD

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.

Report with the planning, delivery and
management of integrated networks of
multi-functional green space to secure
multiple public benefits.

| County

Derbyshire Lowland Biodiversity Action Plan

Derbyshire Lowland
Biodiversity Action
Plan

To advance the conservation and
enhancement of biodiversity in Derbyshire
Dales, by preparing actions plans for priority
habitats, priority species and key topics
influencing biodiversity

The Lowland
Biodiversity
Action Plan
contains
Action Plans
for local
planning
authority
area.

Conserve and enhance the District’s
biodiversity

Biodiversity is a key issue for SEA
and hence for sustainability
appraisal

Derby and Derbyshire

Joint Structure Plan Written S

tatement Adopted January 2001

Derby and
Derbyshire Joint
Structure Plan 2001

Provides a broad development strategy for
Derbyshire Authorities up to 2011. It identifies
the scale and distribution of provision for new
housing and priorities for the environment,
transport, infrastructure, economic
development, agriculture, energy, minerals
and waste treatment. The following objective
is relevant to promote:

N/A

The Structure Plan established the
broad approach to be taken with
regard to landscape conservation
and enhancement and sets the
wider landscape policy framework
within which development can take
place and against which

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.
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Title of Plan, Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the Key Targets Implications for Landscape Implications for Sustainability
Programme or Landscape Character and Design SPD and and Character and Design SPD Appraisal
Document Sustainability Appraisal Indicators

Development that is sustainable, in development control are made
the right location and of the right
scale, which respects the cultural and
environmental heritage of the area.
Development which reflects the
principles of good design and the
efficient use of natural resources and
the control of waste and pollution.

To protect the well-being of society
whilst recognising the need for
sustainable economic growth of the
economy.

Under the Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004 the policies of the
structure Plan are likely to remain relevant
until 2007, when they will be superseded by a
replacement regional Spatial Strategy.

Within the Structure Plan Chapter 8 —
Environment sets out the concerns and
priorities for environmental planning within
Derbyshire and details the policy framework
within which it will take place. Specifically it
deals with: Landscape protection,
Environmental Priority Areas, Conservation of
the Built Environment, Conservation of
Natural Heritage, Trees and Woodlands,
Quality and Safety in poor Design,
Renewable Energy.

Derbyshire County Council Landscape Character Asses  sment (March 2004)

Derbyshire County Comprehensive landscape character No targets Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA
Council Landscape | assessment has been undertaken for SPD Framework and objectives and
Character Derbyshire outside the Peak District National appraisal criteria.

Park. The aim of this work is to identify what
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Programme or
Document

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the
Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets Implications for Landscape Implications for Sustainability
and Character and Design SPD Appraisal
Indicators

Sustainability Appraisal

is characteristic and locally distinctive about
the countryside. At a local level the following
character areas are relevant to the
Derbyshire Dales District:

The Dark Peak

The White Peak

The Derbyshire Fringe and Lower
Derwent

The Needwood and South Derbyshire
Claylands

The Trent Valley Washlands

Guidelines have been prepared as part of
the landscape character assessment process

Guidelines for the management of trees
Settlement and Buildings - Conservation of
rural character

Conservation of settlement pattern
Conservation of vernacular character
Land Management - Conservation of historic
features

Conservation of pastoral character
Maintenance of ponds

Management of field margins

Restoration of unimproved

permanent pasture

Management of river and stream corridors
Management of roadside vegetation
Management of semi-natural Habitats
Habitat creation/ restoration

Field Boundaries - Conservation of historic
field pattern
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Title of Plan,

Programme or
Document

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the
Landscape Character and Design SPD and
Sustainability Appraisal

Conservation of primary field boundaries
Hedgerow replanting and management

Key Targets
and
Indicators

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability
Appraisal

District

Derbyshire Dales Community Strategy 2006-2009

Derbyshire Dales It sets out the vision, priorities and actionsto | N/A Ensure that this is expressed in the | Reflect the key objective in the SA
Community Strategy | improve the quality of life in the Derbyshire SPD Framework and objectives and
2006-2009 Dales & High Peak. appraisal criteria.

The strategy develop 8 themes including

“enhancing the natural and built environment”
Derbyshire Dales Local Plan Adopted November 2005
Derbyshire Dales The current plan was adopted November N/A The Local Plan provides the most Reflect the key objective in the SA

Local Plan Adopted
November 2005

2005. policies and proposals contained within
it are used to guide the use of development of
land across the District. Central is the
concept of sustainable development that is at
the centre of Government policy.
Furthermore the Local Plan seeks to realise
the vision contained within the Derbyshire
Dales Community Strategy of working in
partnership to keep the Derbyshire Dales one
of the best places in Britain to live, work and
visit through safeguarding and improving the
quality of life of people living in Derbyshire
Dales and protecting and enhancing the
environment of Derbyshire Dales.

The policy basis for protecting and enhancing
the environment is set out within both the
Strategic Framework and the Natural, Historic
and Built Environment sections of the plan.

immediate context and the most
detailed policy framework within
which the strategy operates.

Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.
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Programme or

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the
Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets
and

Implications for Landscape
Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability
Appraisal

Document

Sustainability Appraisal
Appropriate objectives include:

To safeguard sites important for nature
conservation

To protect and enhance biodiversity
and habitats

To protect and enhance the character,
appearance and features important in
the landscape

To protect and enhance heritage
assets.

To protect and enhance the quality and
safety of the built environment.

Indicators

Draft Derbyshire Dales District Council Landscape S

trategy 2005

Derbyshire Dales
District Council
Landscape Strategy
2005

The Derbyshire Dales has a rich, diverse and
beautiful landscape whose character should
be maintained. A balance must be struck
between conserving and enhancing the
environment, and providing for the economic
and social needs of the population.

The loss of scarce or irreplaceable
landscapes should have a strong
influence when considering the
importance of the natural
environment.

This relates to preserving
landscape quality while at the same
time recognizing that economic and
social needs must be fulfilled. The
SA objectives must recognize the
contribution of landscape quality as
well as embracing social and
economic issues.

Promoting the Dales Strategy 2004-2009 Derbyshire D

ales District Council

Promoting the Dales
Strategy 2004-2009
Derbyshire Dales
District Council

This document sets out Derbyshire Dales
District Council’s five year strategy (2004-
2009) for ‘Promoting the Dales as a place
to live, work and visit’. This includes the
Matlock Parks Project with objectives to
restore and enhance the historical
landscape; to conserve and improve
habitats and features of ecological

N/A

The SPD will need to support the

aims and objectives of the Strategy.

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.
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Title of Plan,
Programme or

Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the
Landscape Character and Design SPD and

Key Targets
and

Implications for Landscape

Character and Design SPD

Implications for Sustainability
Appraisal

Document

Sustainability Appraisal
significance

Indicators

Derbyshire Dales Dist

rict Council Conversion of Far

m Buildings Guidance SPD (2005)

Derbyshire Dales
District Council
Conversion of Farm
Buildings Guidance
SPD (2005)

This was adopted November 2005 which
provides detailed guidance on conversion of
farm buildings

No targets

The SPD will need to support the
aims and objectives of the Farm
Buildings Design Guidance SPD.

The SPD contains a sustainability
appraisal checklist that encourages
applicant to address amongst other
items issues / impacts that relate to
the landscape and setting of the
farm building

Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site Management

Plan

Derwent Valley Mills
World Heritage Site
Management Plan

Adopted April 2003

The Management Plan sets the framework for
co-ordinated management and the
development of partnerships to conserve the
unigue and important cultural landscape of
the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site;
to interpret and promote its assets; and to
enhance its character, appearance and
economic well-being in a sustainable manner.

Under the overarching aim “to conserve the
unigue and important cultural landscape of
the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site;
to interpret and promote its assets; and to
enhance its character, appearance and
economic well being in a sustainable manner,
objectives include:

Maintain and enhance the quality of the
Derwent Valley Mills cultural landscape.
Protect and enhance the character of the
parks and gardens set within it,
particularly those included in the English

Heritage Register

Contains a
number of
objectives to
ensure the
cultural
heritage and
landscape is
protected

The SPD will need to support the
aims and objectives for the Derwent
Valley Mills World Heritage site as
expressed within the Management
Plan

World Heritage Site status is a key
material factor in making planning
decisions.

Reflect the key objective in the SA
Framework and objectives and
appraisal criteria.
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Title of Plan, Key Plan Objectives Relevant to the Key Targets Implications for Landscape Implications for Sustainability

Programme or Landscape Character and Design SPD and and Character and Design SPD Appraisal
Document Sustainability Appraisal Indicators

Protect and enhance the special
landscape character within the site
Conserve and enhance biodiversity
within the site

Derbyshire Dales Corporate Plan 2006 — 2007

Derbyshire Dales Corporate Plan sets out the aims and : L
Corporate Plan objectives of Derbyshire Dales District The SPD will need to support the Reflect the key objective in the SA

5006 — 2007 Council. aims and objectives of the Strategy. Frame_work _an(_JI objectives and
appraisal criteria.

The District Council strives to:

Lead the communities of the Derbyshire
Dales.

Improve quality of life

Protect and enhance the environment
Provide excellent services
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Appendix 3 : Sustainability Appraisal Framework (Ja

Sustainability Objective

SEA Directive
Issues

Sustainability Indicator

nuary 2006)

Source

Baseline

Derbyshire Dales

Comparison

Trend

Derbyshire Dales

Comparison

Targets
Assessment /
Comment

To protect and enhance Biodiversity, fauna Net change In SSSI condition - English Nature 17 SSSlin local England 67%; No previous No previous
biodiversity and important and Flora % of SSS| areas in “favourable” Survey of SSSI planning authority | East Midlands comparable data comparable data
< | wildlife species and habitats or “unfavourable recovering” condition (2005) area 68%, Derbyshire available available
E condition (ie meeting the PSA www.english- 54%
w target nature.org.uk/speci
al/sssi/reportindex.c
fm
Biodiversity, fauna Amount of land in active District Monitoring 2006 No data available | No previous data No data available | N/A
and Flora conservation management in available
hectares (ha) a) SAC (204 ha)
b) LNR (31 Ha)
a) SAC c) SSSI (516 ha)
b) LNR d) Cws
c) Sssi (1227ha)
d cws
Biodiversity, fauna Biodiversity, fauna and Flora Derbyshire Lowland | 2006 No previous data No previous data No previous data N/A
and Flora Biodiversity Action Plan Biodiversity Action available available available
progress: Plan 73.1% Habitat
http://www.derbyshi | Actions in
a) % Habitat Actions in rebiodiversity.org.u progress /
progress / completed; k/Ibaps/lowland- completed;
b) NoSpecies Actions in derbyshire.php
progress / completed 177 Species
Actions in
progress /
completed
To protect and enhance the Water Percentage main rivers and Environment 2005: No data available | No previous data No data available | N/A
quality of water resources. watercourses rated “Very Good” | Agency: Regional available
to “Fair” River Quality a) 100%
a) Biologically; assessments b) 89,2%
N b)  Chemically and datasets. c) 13.7%
E Percentage with “Very Low” to Environment d) 7.3%
“Moderate” levels of: Agency Midlands
c) Nitrates and; region Office
d) Phosphates
Water Number of planning applications Environment 0 0 No previous data No previous data N/A
approved against Environment Agency available available
Agency advice on water quality Www.environment-
grounds agency.gov.uk
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Sustainability Objective

SEA Directive
SIS

Sustainability Indicator

Source

Baseline

Derbyshire Dales

Comparison

Trend

Derbyshire Dales

Comparison

Targets
Assessment /
Comment

land, with 580
derelict buildings

To conserve the quality of Soil Area of agricultural land entered Defra: No data available | No data available | No data available | No data available | Environmental
soil resources into Environmental Stewardship www.defra.gov.uk at present at present at present at present Stewardship
Scheme http://www.sustaina scheme
o bledevelopment.go participation has
> v.uk/ increased
& annually in
England since
1992 for 0.2 to
1.3 million
hectares in 2004.
Soil The amount of development District Monitoring During the No data available No data available No data available N/A
having an impact upon the best monitoring period | at present at present at present
and most versatile agricultural there were 91
land applications for
planning
permission where
the impact on
agricultural land
was a material
consideration. Of
these 90 were
granted planning
permission and
only one refused
planning
permission.
To reduce contamination Soil Number of planning applications District Monitoring There are 7 ha of | Within the East No change No change N/A
and regenerate degraded given permission to return previously Midlands there
environments contaminated land to beneficial developed vacant | are 900 ha of
NI use land, 355 ha of previously
E derelict land, 2 ha | developed vacant
w of vacant land and 2,040
buildings. ha of derelict
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ENV5

Sustainability Objective

To maintain and enhance
the quality of landscapes
and townscapes

SEA Directive

Issues

Landscape

Sustainability Indicator

%of new dwellings built on
a) previously developed land
b) Greenfield land

Source

District monitoring —
Residential Land
Availability and
2005/06 AMR

Baseline

Derbyshire Dales

a) 82%
b) 18%

Comparison

No data available
at present

Trend

Derbyshire Dales

No data available
at present

Comparison

No data available
at present

Targets
Assessment /
Comment

Cultural Heritage
and landscape

Cultural Heritage
and Landscape

Amount of development
achieving a high standard of
design

Amount of development of poor
quality resisted by type

District Monitoring
Annual Monitoring
Report

District Monitoring
Annual Monitoring
Report
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There have been
2 developments
completed within
the Local
Planning
Authority area
that achieved the
Secured by
Design standard
over the
monitoring period
There were 638
planning
applications
granted
permission during
2005 / 2006
whereby the
issue of the
design of
development was
a material
consideration.
There were only
25 of these
applications for
planning
permission that
were refused on
the 50 grounds
that the design
and appearance
the development
were not
considered to be
of an acceptable
standard.

No previous data
available

No previous data
available

No previous data
available

No previous data
available

No previous data
available

No previous data
available

N/A

N/A




Sustainability Objective

SEA Directive
Issues

Landscape

Sustainability Indicator

Amount of development having
an impact on local landscape
character

Source

District Monitoring
Annual Monitoring
Report

Baseline

Derbyshire Dales

A total of 10
applications were
refused planning
permission for
having a direct
impact upon the
landscape
character of the
district, and 67
applications
granted planning
permission where
landscape
character was a
material
consideration.

Comparison

No previous data
available

Trend

Derbyshire Dales

No previous data
available

Comparison

No previous data
available

Targets
Assessment /
Comment

Landscape

Landscape

Landscape,
Biodiversity

Areas of Greenfield sites taken
for development (housing) —
2005 - 2006

Length of hedge and walls that
have been built planted and /or
lost

New habitats that have been
created

District Monitoring
RLA database

District Monitoring,
Countryside Agency

District Monitoring
Countryside Agency
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37 residential
units
development on
greenfield land.

No data available

No data available

No previous data
available

No previous data
available

No previous data
available

No previous data
available

No previous data
available

No previous data
available

No previous data
available

No previous data
available

No previous data
available

N/A

N/A

N/A




Targets
Baseline Trend Assessment /
Sustainability Indicator Source Comment

SEA Directive

Sustainability Objective Issues
Derbyshire Dales Comparison Derbyshire Dales Comparison

Amount of development having District Monitoring a) none No previous data | No previous No previous data
an impact upon key habitats and b) none available data available available
species(priority BAP habitats) c) none
d) not known
a)  seminatural e) not known
grassland f) not known

b)  Reed beds

c¢) Lowland woods,
pastures and
parklands

d) Fens

e)  Eutrophic Water

f) Ponds and Water

To protect and enhance Amount of development having District monitoring A total of 371 No previous data | No previous No previous data N/A
heritage assets an adverse impact on the applications for available data available available
historic environment. planning

permission were
received during the
monitoring period
where the historic
environment was a
material
consideration. Of
these only 25
applications were
refused planning
permission on the
basis of an
adverse impact on
the historic

ENV6

environment. 44%
of those refused
were due to
adverse impact
upon a
conservation area
and 56% were
refused due to
adverse impact
upon a listed
building.
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Sustainability Objective

SEA Directive

Issues

Cultural Heritage

Sustainability Indicator

Number of Conservation Areas
covered by Conservation
Appraisal

Source

District Monitoring

Baseline

Derbyshire Dales

Comparison

No data
available

Trend

Derbyshire Dales

No previous
data available

Comparison

No previous data
available

Targets
Assessment /
Comment

Cultural heritage Number of listed buildings District Monitoring 1328 listed East Midlands No previous No previous data N/A
buildings in the 30,000 listed data available available
Local Planning buildings
Authority Area.
Cultural heritage Number of Scheduled Ancient District Monitoring The Local Planning | East Midlands No previous No previous data N/A
Monuments and Number of Authority Area has has 1,530 data available available
Scheduled Ancient Monuments 66 Scheduled Scheduled
listed on the “at risk” register Ancient Ancient
Monuments Monuments.
Cultural heritage, Gains losses to historic parks The Local Planning | East Midlands No previous data | No previous data | N/A

Landscape and gardens Authority Area has has 131 Historic available available
9 Historic Parks Parks and
and Grardens Gardens
To improve the quality of Material Assets Percentage of residents who District Monitoring 69% said that their No data No data No data DCLG guidance
where people work, live and think that for their local area, neighbourhood has | available available available recommends the use
visit and minimise risks and over the past three years, has not changed much. of local quality of life
nuisances got better or worse as a place to 20% said that it indicators to monitor
— live had got worse, 9% Local Authority
n thought that their performance against
neighbourhood the Government’s
had got better. Sustainable
Development
Strategy.
To improve the education Material Assets N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
and skills of the population
»
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Targets

X : Baseline Trend Assessment /
SEA Directive

Sustainability Objective Issues

Sustainability Indicator Source Comment

Derbyshire Dales Comparison Derbyshire Dales Comparison

To minimise the Material Assets Amount of development N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
opportunities for crime and achieving secured by design
reduce the fear of crime standard

3
To diversify and modernise Material Assets N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
the District ‘s economy, and

- promote sustainable

8 economic growth
To encourage and support a | Material Assets N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
variety of jobs to meet local

«~ | employment needs

O

i
To encourage further Material Assets N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A Difficult to monitor
development of tourism and

w | culture

O

i
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Appendix 4 - Quality Assurance Checklist

Objectives and Context

The appraisal is conducted as an integral part of the plan-making process.

The plan/strategy’s purpose and objectives are made clear.

Sustainability issues and constraints, including international and EC environmental
protection objectives, are considered in developing objectives and targets.

SA objectives, where used, are clearly set out and linked to indicators and targets where
appropriate.

Links with other related plans, programmes and policies are identified and explained.

Relates the requirements of the SEA Directive to the wider SA.

Scoplng

Authorities and other key stakeholders with a range of interests that are relevant to the plan
and SA are consulted in appropriate ways and at appropriate times on the content and
scope of the SA Report.

The assessment focuses on the significant issues.

Technical, procedural and other difficulties encountered are discussed; assumptions and
uncertainties are made explicit.

Reasons are given for eliminating issues from further consideration.

Optlons

Realistic options are considered for key issues, and the reasons for choosing them are
documented.

Options include ‘do nothing’ scenario wherever relevant.

The sustainability effects (both adverse and beneficial) of each option are identified and
compared.

Inconsistencies between the options and other relevant plans, programmes or policies are
identified and explained.

Reasons are given for selection or elimination of options.

Basellne Information

Relevant aspects of the current state of the plan area (including social, environmental, and
economic characteristics) and their likely evolution without the plan are described.

Characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected are described.

Difficulties such as deficiencies in data or methods are explained.

Prediction and Evaluation of Likely Significant Eff ects

Effects identified include the types listed in the SEA Directive (biodiversity, population,
human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climate factors, material assets, cultural heritage
and landscape), as well as other wider sustainability issues (employment, housing,
transport, community cohesion, education, etc).

Both positive and negative effects are considered, and the duration of effects (short, medium
or long-term) is addressed.

Likely cumulative (including secondary and synergistic) effects are identified where
practicable.

Inter-relationships between effects are considered where practicable.

Where relevant, the prediction and assessment of effects makes use of accepted standards,
regulations, and thresholds.

Methods used to appraise the effects are described.

M|t|gat|on Measures

Measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and offset any significant adverse effects of
implementing the plan are indicated.

Issues to be taken into account in project consents are identified.

The SA Report
: Is clear and concise in its layout and presentation.

Uses simple, clear language and avoids or explains technical terms.

Uses maps and other illustrations where appropriate.

Explains the methodology used.

Explains who was consulted and what methods of consultation were used.

Identifies sources of information, including expert judgement and matters of opinion.

Contains a non-technical summary covering the overall approach to the appraisal, the
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objectives of the plan, the main options considered, and any changes to the plan resulting
from the appraisal.

Consultation

Authorities and the public likely to be affected by, or having an interest in, the plan are
consulted in ways and at times which give them an early and effective opportunity within
appropriate time frames to express their opinions on the draft plan and SA Report.

Decision-making and Information on the Decision

The SA Report and the opinions of those consulted are taken into account in finalising and
adopting the plan.

An explanation is given of how they have been taken into account.

Reasons are given for choosing the plan as adopted, in the light of other reasonable options
considered.

Monitoring Measures

Measures proposed for monitoring are clear, practicable and linked to the indicators and
objectives used in the appraisal.

Proposals are made for action in response to significant adverse effects.

Monitoring enables unforeseen adverse effects to be identified at an early stage. These
effects should include predictions which prove to be incorrect.

During implementation of the plan, monitoring is used where appropriate to make good
deficiencies in baseline information in the appraisal.
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