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PHASE 3 COMPLETED

The successful completion of the renovation of Derwent Gardens in |nside...

Matlock Bath, was celebrated with the help of Father Christmas and 3-

year old Alex Brown. Alex was accompanied by his proud parents who - What's new on

had won the prize of opening the Gardens at a fund raising auction held Lovers’ Walks?

by the Matlock Bath Pre-School Groups. Alex was joined by youngsters Recent

from the pre-school playgroup and Infants from Matlock Bath Holy Trinity Achievements

CE Primary School when he released 40 helium balloons to mark the

official re-opening. - Grants
Received...

The improvements to Derwent Gardens have included a number of new

features using Matlock Bath’s unique thermal waters; a new riverside

Future events...

il B

promenade behind The Grand Pavilion and better s
access for the disabled throughout. The area nearest [&
the Grand Pavilion has been completely redesigned to
centre on the new water feature, and allows access to
the river edge at the landing stage, where the new
river ferry will operate from.

There have also been significant improvements to the
existing features; for example, the refurbishment of the
alcoves and grottos and New Bridge, re-instatement of
the water features, and a complete overhaul of the
electrical network. Selective removal of riverside
vegetation has re-opened the attractive views of the
River Derwent and the cliffs of Lovers’ Walks.

This 3 phase cost in the region of £630,000, with
approximately 75% of this being provided by the
Heritage Lottery Fund.
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Contact: Alison Baker at Matlock Town Hall, on 0162 9 761140, or at

alison.baker@derbyshiredales.gov.uk




Phase 4 - LOVERS’ WALKS

The next phase of the Matlock Parks Project
will be undertaken at Lovers’ Walks in Matlock
Bath. Derbyshire Dales District Council has
been granted consent from the Environment
Agency and Natural England to proceed with
the contract.
The proposals for Lovers’ Walks include the
foIIowmg
Refurbishment of the shelters, alcoves and
bandstand
Refurbishment of electrical supply,
including new festoon columns and feature
lighting throughout, and removal of
electrical installations from trees

Refurbishment of railings and fencing,
(Lovers’ Walks and Memorial Gardens)
including new fencing around the play area
Resurfacing of riverside path, including
Memorial Gardens

Repairs to woodland walks

Ongoing woodland management
monitoring of site ecology

and

Derbyshire Dales District Council and the
Heritage Lottery Fund are the primary
funders of the project, but significant
contributions have been received from the
foIIowmg organisations:

Matlock Bath Parish Council £5K
Derby and Derbyshire Economic
Partnership £ 78K

SITA Trust £18K

English Woodland Grant Scheme £12K

New River Ferry

Part of the work on Lovers’ Walks also includes the reinstatement of the River Ferry which will
link the two parks in Matlock Bath. Improvements will be made to the landing stages on both
sides of the river, and the ferry will operate from Derwent Gardens. The River Ferry will be
ready to take passengers later this year, although in future it will be operational throughout the
summer months. The concession for the Ferry Operator is currently being advertised on the
Source Derbyshire website.(www.sourcederbyshire.gov.uk)

Installation of new furniture / finger posts /
plagues / interpretation, particularly
emphasising the route between Lovers’
Walks and High Tor.

It is thought that the original ferry operated from Victorian times until the late 50s/ early 60s.
Named ‘The Derwent’, the old River Ferry was a wide timber boat with seats either side, and
carried as many as 15 passengers. The design of the new boat is based on features from
Matlock Bath and the Jubilee Bridge, to reflect the heritage of the area, and is being under-
taken by the naval architects McCaig and Napier. The new ferry will carry up to 6 people.
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The original ferry was pulled ‘hand
over hand’ along an overhead wire
suspended across the river. The new §
ferry will be operated by a winding %%
mechanism, which will pick up an un-
derwater chain and pull the boat
across the river.

Restoration of the old shop and ferry
shelter buildings on Lovers’ Walks will

also take place as part of the fourth =
phase of the Matlock Parks Project. MECAIG & NAPIER Wt

www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk



Three Matlock parks, Pic Tor, Lovers’ Walk and High Tor, have been desig-
nated as a Local Nature Reserve, which is one of the ecological objectives of
the Matlock Parks Project.

Through partnership with Natural England, the District Council have prepared a
management plan to cover all three sites for the next 5 years, which is cur-
rently being undertaken by the Countryside Rangers. Ecological survey work is
also being carried out and will continue to guide the future management of
these areas. A grant from the SITA Trust will contribute towards this work

-~ Woodland management has also been undertaken along the riverside path in
Lovers’ Walks to restore the riverside views and remove non-native vegetation.
% One particular aim of the Matlock Parks Project is to restore the historic views
within all the parks. The Cascades at the southern end of Lovers’ walks can
ow been seen once again.

Thinning of the trees and shrubs has also been undertaken around the Lovers’
® Walks play area to reduce shading and increase visibility.

gmeams- A grant has been received from the Forestry Commission to improve access
88 throughout the three parks. This will contribute towards surfacing and repairs

Y to the main footpaths, fencing and access points, benches and picnic tables

_ ##= throughout Lovers’ Walks and High Tor. New interpretation boards and leaflets

' S8 Wwill also be provided within the three parks.

3 O@ Part of the funding agreement covers maintenance of the sites: including re-

= f moving overgrown vegetation from the paths, and litter clearance.

#= A detailed archaeological survey of the two mine workings above High Tor,
i known as ‘Fern and Roman Caves’, has been undertaken by the Peak District
National Park Authority. Since the 1860’s, until recently, they were open as
showcaves’ but had to be closed for health and safety reasons.

The survey concludes that much of the mining was carried out during the me-
ieval and early post-medieval periods. Both lead rakes were worked to great
¢ depths; in some areas they were worked below river level, with the aid of
“ pumps.

& The rakes were listed in 1996 as a Scheduled Ancient Monument by English
% Heritage. They are one of the finest examples nationally of open-cut workings,
due to their deep and narrow form.

FU nding SUCCGSSGS the station and within the car park, which will

highlight the entrances to High Tor and Lovers’
. o _ Walks, and other facilities within the vicinity. In
Derbyshire Dales District Council are addition, a pedestrian route through the car

working together with the Rural Transport park will be surfaced to emphasise the link
Partnership to improve access and signage petween the two parks.

around Matlock Bath Station; a key arrival ;
point in the area for visitors by train and car. PIC Tor Update; Planting, ground prepa-

RTP are contributing towards new ration and reseeding will be completed as the
fingerposts in the Matlock Parks livery, by \weather and ground conditions improve.

www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk
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If you have an event running in the Derwent
Valley between Matlock and Cromford, and
would like it to be included in this quarterly
produced events list, please contact:

Alison Baker on 01629 761140

____________________________________

A version of Matlock Parks Matter is
available free of charge in electronic,
audio, Braille and large print versions,
and in other languages on request. For
assistance in understanding or reading
this document, please call 01629
761140 to request a copy.

Printed and published by Derbyshire Dales District
Derbyshire, DE4 3NN
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