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Printed and published by Derbyshire Dales District Council, Town Hall, Matlock, 
Derbyshire, DE4 3NN  

If you have an event running in the Derwent 
Valley between Matlock and Cromford, and 
would like it to be included in this quarterly 
produced events list, please contact: 
Alison Baker on 01629 761140 

A version of Matlock Parks Matter is 
available free of charge in elec-
tronic, audio, Braille and large print 
versions, and in other languages on 
request. For assistance in under-
standing or reading this document, 
please call  01629 761140 to request 
a copy. 

The second phase of the Matlock 
Parks Project at Pic Tor has now 
been completed by Whitehouse 
Construction, and the park is once 
again open to the public.  
A key element of this phase has 
been the refurbishment of 
Knowleston Gardens, including the 
installation of a new bridge across 
Bentley Brook. The bridge and the 

COMPLETION OFCOMPLETION OF   

PIC TORPIC TOR  
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Contact: Alison Baker at Matlock Town Hall, on 0162 9 761140, or at  
alison.baker@derbyshiredales.gov.uk 

Inside… 
 
· Phase 1 and 3 

Completed  
· Thanks to….. 
· Recent Events 
· Grants           

Received… 
· Future Events... 

Illuminated War Memorial: Pic Tor 

War Memorial Listing: The Secretary of State, in consultation 
with English Heritage, has recently listed the War Memorial at the top 
of Pic Tor, as a Grade II building. The reasons given include: 
· A stone cross war memorial erected in 1921 and dedicated to  t h e 
dead of both World Wars 
· War memorials have a very strong historical and cultural signifi-
cance on both a local and national scale 
· It is an impressive example of a war memorial due to its size and 
prominent location overlooking the town. 
The war memorial has also been illuminated as part of the second 
phase contract; this was completed in time for Remembrance Day. 

construction of a new footpath from Hall Leys Park, will improve access to the rest of the Parks 
network. 
Derbyshire Dales District Council has secured a grant of £64 000 from Derby and Derbyshire 
Economic Partnership towards the work in Knowleston Gardens, which has also included the 
refurbishment of the rock terraces and cave entrances, the installation of new lighting, furniture 
and signage, and resurfacing of the footpaths. 
The planting works are being carried out during November and December, although the 
ground preparation and reseeding will be completed in spring, when the ground has dried out. 



The Rangers Station is now 
complete. The building will be used 
as a new base for both the Grounds 
Ma in tenance s ta f f  and  the 
Countryside Rangers. All 5 parks 
within the Matlock Parks Project will 
be maintained from here.  
 
Councillors Mrs Goodison, Mr Elliott 
and Mrs Burfoot officially opened the 
building, (built by DJ Atkinsons) in 
November. Its’ completion marks the 
end of the first phase in Hall Leys 
Park. 

www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk 

Ranger’s Station—Official Opening 

The main contract in Derwent Gardens has now been completed by English Landscapes Ltd. 
The planting of new trees and shrubs will be completed during the next few weeks. 
 
The project has restored the water features and grottos which relate to the history of both Der-
went Gardens and Matlock Bath. The fountains are fed by the local source of thermal spring 
water, which is rich in calcium salts, and has a temperature of about 180C. The grottos in both 
Derwent Gardens and Lovers Walks are built from ‘tufa’ rock, which is a soft limestone formed 

by mineral deposits left, as the 
thermal waters cool and evapo-
rate. The ‘petrifying wells’ of 
Matlock Bath, used this natural 
phenomenon to coat everyday ob-
jects in tufa ‘turning them to 
stone’. 
 
A new water feature has been cre-
ated in the gardens, overlooking 
the landing stage, to replace the 
ornamental pool that was origi-
nally in this location. In the Gar-
dens’ heyday, this was a very 
popular location to watch boat 
races and swimming events. 

Opening Ceremony: Hall Leys Park 

Derwent GardensDerwent GardensDerwent Gardens———Spa WatersSpa WatersSpa Waters   

www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk 

Funding Successes 

� After the successful work completed in 
Derwent Gardens, the British Trust for 
Conservation Volunteers  have also re-
placed sections of fencing on Lovers 
Walks. This is the start of a phased pro-
gram of work planned for Lovers Walks 
over the next 3-6 months. 

 
� Matlock Civic Association have offered to 

repaint the railings around Knowleston 
Place, as their contribution to the second 
phase of the Matlock Parks Project. This 
follows on from their hard work creating a 
new seating area and planting beds at 
Parkhead in Hall Leys Park. 

A BIG THANK YOU…. 

An application to the 
English Woodland 
Grant Scheme run by 
t h e  F o r e s t r y 

Commission has been successful. The grant 
will fund access improvements on Lovers 
Walks and High Tor. Money will be available 
over the next few years for footpath works, the 
installation of fencing, benches, interpretation 
boards and the production of leaflets. 

Derby and Derbyshire 
Economic Partnership have 
offered a grant towards the 
work in Derwent Gardens in 
the region of £78,000.  
 
The grant has already 
contributed towards the 

refurbishment of New Bridge and feature 
planting currently being carried out. It will 
also contribute towards the re-instatement 
of the river ferry which used to operate 
between Derwent Gardens and Lovers 
Walks. 
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· In the summer, Derbyshire Dales District Council held a Bird-Box Building Day in Hall 

Leys Park, which was a tremendous success. The rangers will be installing the boxes 
throughout the park. The event was arranged as a result of consultation at the BzR 
event, held earlier in the summer. 

· The ‘Saturday Morning Kids Club’ (run by Matlock Town Council) held a ‘Quest and Ad-
venture’ Treasure hunt walk on High Tor in November, which proved to be a popular 
event. 

· The Annual Venetian Nights and Illuminations Festival was held throughout the Autumn 
in Derwent Gardens, and once again attracted large crowds into the Gardens. The win-
ning entry in the Illuminated Boat Parade was ‘Red’, which was built by Paul Henshall. 

Replacement Fencing undertaken by 
BTCV on the Cliff Walks:  

Lovers Walks 


