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Printed and published by Derbyshire Dales District Council, Town Hall, Matlock, 
Derbyshire, DE4 3NN  

If you have an event running in the Derwent 
Valley between Matlock and Cromford, and 
would like it to be included in this quarterly 
produced events list, please contact: 
Alison Baker on 01629 761140 

A version of Matlock Parks Matter is 
available free of charge in elec-
tronic, audio, Braille and large print 
versions, and in other languages on 
request. For assistance in under-
standing or reading this document, 
please call  01629 761140 to request 
a copy. 

Derbyshire Dales District Council have appointed English Landscapes 
Ltd as the contractor to undertake the third phase of the Matlock Parks 
Project in Derwent Gardens, Matlock Bath. The scope of work is based 
on the original bid approved by the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
 
Work stated on site in May and is due to be completed by the end of the 
summer. Disruption will be kept to a minimum. The park has remained 
open during the last 2 months, allowing access over New Bridge to 
Lovers Walks, and to the play area. However in order to minimise risks 
to the public and to provide sufficient working space for the contractor, 
Derwent Gardens has had to be closed from 23 July until the end of 
August. The completed park will re-open for the start of the ‘Illuminations 
and Venetian Nights’ festival at the beginning of September. 

DDERWENTERWENT  G GARDENSARDENS……  

FFULLULL  S SPEEDPEED A AHEADHEAD   
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Contact: Alison Baker at Matlock Town Hall, on 0162 9 761140, or at  
alison.baker@derbyshiredales.gov.uk 

Inside… 
· Progress on 

Phase 1 Com-
pletion and 
Phase 2… 

 
· Thanks to….. 
 
· Grants           

Received… 
 
· Future Events... 
 

Progress on the landing stage: Derwent Gardens 



Phase 2 of the Matlock Parks Project is 
finally underway now that Severn Trent 
Water have completed the renewal of the 
rising main running the length of Pic Tor.  
 
Whitehouse Construction are progressing 
well with the contract, which they expect 
to complete by early September. Work 
has begun on clearing the rock terraces 
and cave entrances in Knowleston 
Gardens, and installing the foundations 
for the new bridge across Bentley Brook. 
The bridge is expected to be installed in 
the next 2-3 weeks. Look out for further 
details in the local newspapers. 

www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk 

Pic Tor Underway 

There are several new buildings 
proposed as part of the Matlock 
Parks Project. The first phase in 
Hall Leys Park saw the construc-
tion of a new Bowls Pavilion. 
 
There is also a new ‘Rangers’ 
Station’ currently being built in 
Hall Leys Park, as the last re-
maining part of phase 1. Work 
started on site in the Spring, and 
is due for completion in early Au-
gust. 

Clearance of the rock terraces: Knowleston Gardens 

New BuildingsNew BuildingsNew Buildings   

This will provide a new base for the parks maintenance staff and the countryside rangers. This 
new joint facility will replace the current sheds / store rooms within Hall Leys Park (Parks main-
tenance) and at the top of High Tor (Rangers’ base). The materials have been chosen to 
match the existing buildings within Hall Leys Park. 
 
A new boatshed is also being constructed on the landing stage in Derwent Gardens (see pho-
tos on the previous page.) This will provide new storage for the rowing boats used during the 
‘Illuminations and Venetian Nights’ festival in the Autumn. Advice has been sought from the 
Conservation Team at Derbyshire Dales District Council, on the appropriate appearance of the 
building to complement the character of Derwent Gardens.  The cladding will be in cedar that 
will withstand the periodic flooding that occurs, without rotting, and will weather to a silver grey 
colour, which will blend with the local tufa and limestone rock. 

www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk 

Funding Successes 

 
� A Big Thank You goes to the British Trust 

for Conservation Volunteers who have 
been working hard in Derwent Gardens 
over the last 3 months. They have carried 
out fencing and footpath repairs to the 
Woodlands Walks and have also installed 
some bat boxes. 

      They have also offered to help with the res-
toration the footpaths up and down the cliffs 
in Lovers Walks over the next 2-3 months. 

 
� Members of the Arkwright Society and the 

Peak District Mining History Society 
have provided a wealth of information on 
the history of the parks: particularly relating 
to the origins of the petrifying water and the 
mining history of the area. Look out for the 
new interpretation boards which will be in-
stalled in Matlock Bath Tourist Information 
Centre, Derwent Gardens, Lovers Walks 
and Pic Tor over the next few months. 

A BIG THANK YOU…. 

An application to 
SITA Trust Ltd for 
funding towards the 
future management 

of Matlock Woods at Lovers Walks and High 
Tor has been successful. They have offered a 
grant to the Matlock Parks Project of £39 190 
over a 3 year period, with the aim of  increasing 
the biodiversity value of the 3 priority habitats 
found in Matlock Woods. These are: 

� the Ravine (lime-ash) woodlands which 
are typically found on the steep limestone 
dales of the White Peak 

� the lowland calcareous grasslands on the 
cliff tops  

� the lowland meadows 
� there are also associated metallophyte 

communites located on High Tor adjacent 
to the lead rakes 
 

The project objectives are to return these 
habitats to FAVOURABLE condition  

A grant of £10, 000 has 
been received from 
Derbyshire County 
Council’s Derbyshire 

Aggregates Levy Grant Scheme (DALGS) 
towards Phase 3 in Derwent Gardens. 
DALGS aims to mitigate the impact of the 
quarrying industry on the local communities. 
 
 The grant will contribute towards the 
construction of the new walkway which will 
lead from the car park in Matlock Bath 
along a new cantilevered deck over the 
River Derwent into the Gardens. It will be 
accessible to all. Selective removal of 
riverside vegetation will allow attractive 
views of the river and the cliffs of Lovers 
Walks. This new entrance into the Gardens, 
provides an alternative away from the A6: 
which suffers from heavy traffic, including 
mineral traffic from quarries in the 
Cromford / Wirksworth area. 

BTCV Volunteers in the Woodland Walks:  
Derwent Gardens 


